A Word With Uou

REE trade has attained a certain
amount of respectability in today’s
world. It has become a virtue — like
honesty, chastity, forgiveness — which
nobody- argues against but which is
honored more in the breach than the
observance.
For the past several years, nations
have gotten together to see how trade
batriers may be lowered. But the bar-

riers just won’t go away. The recent.

Kennedy Round, after years of battling
and much ado, finally resulted in
agreements to cut tariffs. But now
trade barriers other than tariffs are
assuming new importance. -

Instead of tariffs, they are now ap-
plying “border taxes.” New regula-
tions are designed to make it harder,
not easier, to buy foreign goods. Trav-
elling Americans are now permitted
less purchases abroad than they were
before “free trade” was extolled.

Even the members of the European
Common Market remain curiously
sticky about allowing goods in from
other member countries. After ten
years, progress toward eliminating
trade barriers among themselves has
been extremely slow, to say noth-
ing of the bartiers against outside
trade.

And in our own United States —
supposedly one great free trade area —
interstate commerce is being hampered
by a confusing and increasing array of
taxes, regulations and restrictions.

Obviously, although free trade is
publicly declared to be a Good Thing,
not many people are convinced. They
undoubtedly feel that, just as with
honesty, if you practice it you will
somehow be left in the lurch.

The groups concerned with protect-
ing their special interests do not work
through newspaper publicity, as does
the Kennedy Round. They go quictly
to the right legislator or government
bureau and see to it that their privil-
eged position is fortified.

Other groups are a bit less soph-
isticated about it. I was handed a cir-
cular on the street — “Protect Our
Fur Industty.” This was being dis-
tributed not by manufacturers but by
varioug labor unions. It would appear
that the same fallacies, the same fears
about jobs and wages, exist today as
when Henry George wrote Protection
or Free Trade.

George thought that if free trade
could be attained, this would make it
easier to bring to light the land ques-
tion. Ironically, the troubles engend-
ered by the land question are today
blocking the road to free trade. As
long as people are fearful of their
livelihood, they are going to be against
anything that smacks of competition.
We might just as well tell them right
away about the land question — then
they will be ready for the glories of
free trade.

—Robert Clancy
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