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ATEVER is happening to

time? Where is it going? Why

are days, weeks and years whizzing by
at an accelerating pace?

I suppose I ought to accept the
simple explanation that I'm getting
older, and this is what happens. But
that’s too simple, and not easy to take.
Besides, 1 see younger people com-
plaining of the same strange behavior
of time. And so it is more eluctable to
say that something is happening to
time itself.

After all, the science people speak
of time slowing down, speeding up,
standing still, even moving backwards.
I'm not referring to the H. G. Wells
people, but to the Einstein people.

I do not believe that time shas
changed all by itself. The universe, if
left alone, goes on its quiet way, with
stars exploding and radioactive energy
hurtling around. It must have been
something we have done to time.

Sooner or: later, when dealing with
such a theme, you have to go back to
that source-book, Alice in Wonder-
land. The celebrated remark of the
Red Queen that ‘it takes all the run-
ning you can do to keep in the same

lace” has been quoted so often, it
ooks as though the secret is out. And
the equally celebrated Mad Tea Party
has to do with errant time, too. You
remember that it was always tea-time
— but why was this so? Aha, you don’t
remember! T'll refresh your memory.
Because of such abuses as “beating

time” and “killing time” (as the Hat-
ter explained, time is bim, not it), the
revenge of time was to keep it always
tea-time.

Whether it’s “him” or “it,”” we have
been offending time, thus making it
misbehave. Just think of our present-
day deportment: we're making every-
thing move faster and faster; we're
shooting jet planes and spacecraft
around; we're sending out radio and
television waves at an increasing clip;
we’re making machines that speed up
everything — and to keep it all mov-
ing, we are turning into White Rab-
bits scurtying around, looking at our
watches, and muttering, “Oh dear, I
shall be too late!” Time has struck
back by speeding itself up. All our
frenetic activity has accelerated the
earth’s movements, thus producing the
treadmill effect — the faster we move,
the faster 7# moves, and we get no-
where. '

The Single Tax will solve all that.
I don’t know if we’ll get the Single
Tax or space travel first. If the latter,
I'd like to reserve a place on the next
spaceship going to Mars. On that
planet, one year is equal to about two
of earth’s, and that’s just the right
speed for me.

Meanwhile, I'll be back in this space
two months from now, as our next
issue will be devoted to the Interna-
tional Conference — but it will seem
like one month to me.

—Robert Clancy
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