./4 u/OmefA you

LL of a sudden I feel hemmed in

with numbers. It's been happen-
ing gradually, of course, but now it
has reached a critical point.

My Army serial number was 3253-
0372, and my G.I. insurance, V-2092-
627. My voter's registration number is
C-60504, and my social security num-
ber is 094-14-0897. My savings ac-
count is designated by the comfortable
figure, 37,154—all out of proportion
to its meager contents; and my check-

and an o r's voice telling me I
didn’t do the right thing. I
asked for help I was given seven other
numbers to dial for information. After

afewmorewhidigigs.lgotal_ﬁny
Pe-

who answered “Project Hope.”
lessly I gave it up.

And don’t tell me we're getting any
better postal service, or banking serv-
ice, or anything, with this new num-
bers game.

I have a few cases in this desert

ing account, still more disproportion- oumbers

argly. sports a whopping 0210-0012- i Heary égée School, the i‘i"%&‘f
053-502345. . dents and the Jackson Heights
put zone numbers on your letters, iff. bered But don't think you're getting
addition to numbered houses. on \.away from numbers in. the field of
e was caevgh 1o o5,y "y, Jouuk aboat cultge o
door but one to St. Martin’s Church o your &:utgt a‘:l;'g;_’st:t:;::

on Whitby Lane.”
And now the numbers are

ing
through the telephone system. Every

city has its number which you can dial
direct, and new telelplme exchanges
are no longer colorful names, but num-
bers. I suppose it's only a matter of
time until they'll do away with our
“Rhinelander,” with its visions of
Rhine maidens and Rhine wine. Every
telephone will eventually have a min-
imum of ten numbers. And organiza-
tions are now assigning separate phone
numbers to each empl?ee.

All in the name of efficiency and
better service. Boo! I've just been
through a harrowing experience dial-
ing ten numbers. Clicks and buzzes

people going to church.
going in order to play bingo—more
numbers!)

If you ask why all these numbers,
you'll be answered with another num-
ber: “Because this is 1962.”

Don’t get me wrong. I like numbers;
I think |ﬁ¢y're great. I just don’t like
them telling me what to do. I think
they should stay in their proper place,
with me giving the orders. ﬁe ques-
tion is,” as Humpty Dum said,
“who's to be master, that's all.”

—Robert Clancy
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