) ECENTLY, 1 read The Andlysis of
Beauty, a book written the
18th English artist, William
Hogarth. I had heard about it for

pleasant surprise,
dren,mﬁndthcbo%kfuﬂ.ofdiwe_m-
ing observations an ful in
ungderstnnding bea.uxy,ve:ty lh:nlsl: in a
good many of its aspects.

The critics have unjust.
As in many cases of the sort, I sus-
pect they have not even studied the
original, but copied what other critics
have said about it.

Hogarth himself inveighed against
such practices. He was contemptuous
of “connoissenrs” and “‘nature-mend-

ers” who held up artificial standards,
and he advocitéd" jnscead a direct ob-
servation of natusé: -

There is a ‘jnstént tesdency- in
every art and scisice ‘o bpilc P
system of rules and ‘methods, pregiises
and conclusions which, b though

they may be to the student, become
tyrannical and inimical to new discov-
eries. We must never neglect going to
the source, to nature,

In economics there are three basic
factors — land, labor and capital; and
‘' we may say that they have their equiva-
lents in the field of thought. “Land”
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would be the facts of life, nature, the
raw materials of observation. “Labor”
would be the act of czicrving nature,
experimenting, recording, inducin
deducing, reaching conclusions. An%
“capital” would the systems of
thought that thereby get buile t:jj, the
heritage of knowledge (and fallacy)
that is passed on to us.

In economics the two basic factors
are land and labor, with capital as a
helpful but derivative factor; so in
thought, the observer and nature are
the imlpomnt things, with our accumu-
lated lore as a derivative product.

And as in economics we ought never
to think of capital as playing the com-
manding role, but of Tabor as employ-
ing capital, nor ought labor ever be
prevented from having access to land; |
so in thought we should consider our
storehouse of knowledge as mental
capital to be used, not to use us, nor
weﬁ;u’ to be di from

-hand investigations.

The-history of our learned, scientific
and cultaral institutions have a sad
record as 0 these m:?g,e just a:d in
ecofiomics recognition i a-
tions of land, labor and u;gt have
been few and far between. i

But periodically, someone come
along to upset the waxed-apple cart
and offer us real apples —so thank
heaven for the William Hogarths and
the Henry Georges!

—Robert Clancy
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