A Wrd Whth Yo

<<OCEAN, thou mighty monster,”
sings the heroine of Weber’s
opera, “‘Oberon.” New attention is be-
ing paid to the ocean, which can be a
friendly monster as well as an un-
friendly one.

For a Jong time, the ocean was
thought of chiefly as an obstacle to
cross —and for the greater part of
human history, an obstacle not to cross.
Closer to land, one could catch fish.

But nowadays explorers go out into
the ocean not merely to cross it, but to
plumb its depths. We are discovering
that the three-fourths of our globe that
is covered with water is, after all, part
of our natural resources. The motto
adopted at our recent Henry George
Conference, “water is land,” acquires
extra meaning. For in the briny deep
‘we are finding gas, oil and minerals,
as well as multitudes of living things.

The Geophysical Year of recent
memory has spurred continued explora-
tion, and we are learning that the
ocean is an important part of our en-
vironment. New inventions will enable
us to walk the ocean’s floor, live under
water for long periods, and —who
knows? perhaps discover Atlantis.

Scientists ate also telling us that the
algae that teem in the ocean form an
inexhaustible source of potential food
for mankind; also, that as we learn to
_ de-salt sea water, we will have an end-
less supply. Not that we need it, as the
dry earth and fresh water have scarcely
been tapped — but the ocean is provid-

ing a rather overwhelming argument
that ought to drown the alarms of
Malthusianism.

All this is raising interesting and
touchy questions about who is to get
at these riches of Neptune and benefit
from them. It is as though a new.con-
tinent were discovered—however, the
world-ocean is much larger than all the
continents put together. '

After explorers and occasional free-
booters take a crack at a2 new continent, -
there usually arises the question of
which nation lays claim to what; then
which power structure within the na-
tion; and finally the fencing in by the
privileged few.

With the ocean, the problem of sov-
ereignty is now on the agenda. Up to
now, beyond three-mile and twelve-
mile limits, the ocean has been re-
garded as the common property of
mankind. But that was when it was
only something to cross and fish in.
Now that it is something to farm and
mine and exploit, it could become an
economic bone of contention. '

Unless we have gained a little sense.
One interesting proposal is that pro-
ductive exploitation of the ocean be
open to all persons of all nationalities
and rental or royalty revenues there-
from go to finance the United Nations.

The ocean, mother of all life, con-
fronts us once again with a new chal-
lenge. Have we evolved sufficiently to
meet this challenge?

— Robert Claney
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