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By ROBERT CLANCY

A friend writes: “T've been citi-
cally watching our literature (ie.
Georgist literature) for some time
.. . Whenever exiphasis is placed
on altering conditions, it is always
on what the govermmoent or the
state should do—never, so far as 1
can recall in any ode instance, om
what the individual should do-—ex-
cept, of course, buy our literature
and swell the attendance of our
schools . . . Even when, 2 couple of
years back, Highland landless crof-
ters ‘squatted’ on the lands stolen
from their grandfathers, and were
subjected to official persecution, our
literature did nothing to encourage
these men in the exercise of their
natoral rights.”

If my friend means that we are
not telling individnals to assert, as
individuals, their oatural right to
land, then we bad better examine
this defection of ours. ) -

First, ‘we must show individaals
what their natural rights are. A

-tabble-rouser could sey: “You have

no house. That man hass a house,
You have a right to go in aad take
over.”” That is & false idea —and

making the distinction clear is a .

matter of education. -
Offering a course of action to in-
dividuals involves 2 responsibility.
If action is urged that runs counter
to the laws of the land, and such
acton is met with ishment,
what is the answer of him who did
the urging? That the laws are
wrong? Then the laws ought to be
changed, and this becomes a mat-

ter that must be appealed to the

people — eventually to the govern-
ment. ’
- This does not rule out those

" brave decds of individusls who de-

fy an oppressive order — a William
Tell, a Robin Hood, a Christian
martyr. But such deeds dre matters
of intense personal conviction—and
none of those heroes asked anyone
clse to pull their chestmuts out of
the fire. .
Sup ‘we were to encourage
some g?xsslgss persont or persons to
illegally ocoupy a, piece of unused
land privately. held, Would the
right to land that should be recog-
nized then be asséfted? Not unless
all men were accorded the same-
right — otherwise it would just be
another special privilege. Also, the

" exercise of the right to land in-

volves the payment of rent to
society. But today society doesn't
seem to be interested in that rent
We bad better educate society!
1 do believe, however, that when
such instances octur as’ Highland
(Cominued in Column Three)

Gems for Georgists
" By NOAH D. ALPER

“What's the only form of taxation that will not restrict production
ot decrease the income of labor?"—From a term examination paper given
at a university in St. Lonis. . )

Megr. L, G Ligoiti Speaks .

“Dempcragy and - Christianity mast work together to offer the
world's farmers 2 new system of land use to counteract Communist
‘agrarian reform’ . . . The major problem of the world today is & prob-
lem of the land and the people of the land. The land is not used as-
well zs it should be used, -

“Seventy per cent of the people in the world are farmers or peasants.
But they are the onies who ‘own the least land. They are the ones with
the .poorest housing, and & high percentage of farm and péasant people
age illiterate . . . It is no-wonder that Communists now devote the major
share of their effort to converting farmers, and peasants.” :

. Major A. W. Falvey of Omaha, Nebraska sétit it this clipping from
the Omaha World Herald. Msgr. Ligutti addréssed the Consumers Co-
operative. Association meeting in Kansas City in December.

Social Termites at Work

“Robert Gerholz, of Flint, offered the Fconomic Clab 2 Geosge
definition of Utopin . . . comipounded on 1931 wages, 1932 prices, 1929
dividends and 1910 taxes, Dreamer " o

“This 'dig’ given to the very influential Detroit Economic Club,”
says Robert Benton, Detroit extension director, “is an attempt to turn
people away from George with jekes.” But maybe it’s not such a bad
way of picturing prosperity under Henry George’s theory at thatl

: Bymptems of Land Infecfion . :

Peter Otway Smithers, Coriservative member of the British Paria-
ment, said [St. Louis Staz-Tifves, Januacy 5, 1951} “The world stroggle
is above all for people and patural resources™

: T B Plevibos Taum? -

“Jeremiah. T. Brosnan,’ comptroller of Columbia Steel Taok Com-
pany, testified today in the income tax cvasion trizl [Kansas City,
Missouri} of George R-Clatk, former Jackson county assessor; that pay-
ments totzling more than $9,000 were tmade to Joseph R. Cusack to ob-
tain lower county tex assessments.

“James H. Hatch, vice president of Union Wire-Rope Corporation
testified his firm paid C more than $41,000 from 1944 through
1948 to obtain lower tax assessments, ‘The fees were one half the amount
of tax that Cusack saved for the firm, Hatch said."—From St. Louis Post
Dispatch, January 16, 1951, - . '

. Riatorial to Think WHL '

“ “The idea of Commerntary, saps Editor [Elliot E.} Cohen, was ‘not
to tell Ie what to think but to give them the material to think with
... "We thiok of ourselves as trying to be the best possible teacher tallk
ing to the best possible student . . . Education is slow, but what is
faster?” “—Time magazine, Japuary 19, 1951

Raymond Clapper, famous columaist, ance said something ke this:
“Don't under estimate the people’s bility to think bat don’t over esti-
mate their information.” - ’ . :

To induce basic and correct premises as stasting points from which
to think is the goal of education in the science of economics,

' A Wildeat and Badivm . E

“A long-lost Ozatk’s cave, believed to contain valuable radio-active
ore, has been located, and digging or blasting to reach it will begin
soon,” states an item in the 5t. Louis Globen%_emocmt of Jamuary 17,

" Shares of the Radium Spring Mineral Water Company in over-the-
counter transactions have gone up frons #1 a share to §1.25. "Nine days
of hunting the cave with electrical resistivity tests proved successful.”

~ The cave, it seems was first found in 1879, Three farmers foliowed
2 dog which had chased a wildcat into a cave and emerged sorme dis-
tance away, and saw inside, pillars of glittering crystal. All three be-
came ill and one died later of sores similar to burns. Ancther fasmer got
into 2 quarrel over the title to the eave and sealed it up. Before that
however, samples had been tested by Arkansas geologists who believe it
may be radium. ’ .

“The supreme court ruled that price-cutting in good fajth to meet

: cémpetiﬁm: is not a violation of the antitrust laws . . . the heart of our

national economic policy long has been faith in the value of competi- -
tion.” William E. Clement sent this from the New Orleans Tithes-
Picayune.

. question to be

C«fwﬂ.@gmg

By MENRY L. T. TIDEMAN

The question this month is coo-
tained in the following letter {rom
Nozh D. Alper of. St. Louis:

In the November,- 1950, News the

estion is asked in the Fcono-quiz

uma, “Why cannot a planted crop be
acconnted capital, defined as wealtlh: in
the course of cxchange, from planiing
time until # comes into the possession
of the consumer?”

The answer is given, as "Were the
rmatively answered,
then in the guestion before us, reat and

interest along with wages would have to
be considered as drawn from capital; for

would each be a pat of the crop.”

- admiit being puerled at this answer
and as long as I doubt I shall consider
such a planted crop as capitsl, as wealth
not vet in the hands of the consumer.
Why would such a concept involve the
thought that “rent and interest along
with es” are drawn, from capital?

If distribution is mede during the
growing protess sale, only current
values, less speculative possibilities, ate
involved, If distribution occurs at the
time of sale, sssuming the crop is such
as to meet obligations and not to involve
losses due to certain risk elements or
poor farming, then capital is replaced,
the tent given up, and the net distriba-
ted as wa, interest, There is no
less capi '
1f the net is reinvested there s an
increase of capital, The total fasm proce
ess Cohsi , capital may be shifted to
the planted crop from other sitaations.
For current expenses the farmer may
borrow on his growing crop in which
the” tapitat of othets” teplacsy bis own
The laadowner, the worker and the capi-
tal owner, one or different people, may
all consider the crop as capifa) until they
make cthet decisions. . .

Anrwer. A brief suggestion is of-
fered in reply. As labor produces it,
weajth autematically falls inte the
distributive categories: wages and
interest” {plus rent, if zoy}. Nons
of it should.be treated of as a fac-
tor of production until it can be
considered as having been graduat-
ed from thése categoties.

To illusteate—part of the grow-
ing crop will be an increment of
interest originating from the capital
used in its production. Such inter-
est is not & return for the use of the
crop. 1 will concede that the crop
can become capital. The roducer
may change the form of his wages
by selling the growing crop. Then,
having been placed into the course
of exchange and giving the buyer
the advantage of present over fu-
ture use — thus comménding inter-
cst—ithe crop becomes capital,

(Continred from Colamn One}
crofters squattdng or Italian peas-
ants entering unused cstates, or
Pennsylvania miners operating aban-
doned mines, it does present an ap-

: portunity to s}[nzaic ont on behalf of
o

the rights man and to show
society how to correct its mistakes.
{If my friend will again peruse oor
literaturs, he will surely find some-
thing of the sort.)
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