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A Word
With You

By Ropmer CLANCY

These days we have but 1o men.
tion the word “labor™ and we have
a problem. Brows knit in thought.
“What to do abous labor?” Emo-
tions rise, “Aze you for iabor or
against?” Laws are passed. “This
faw will be good—or bad—For
fabor.”

And while discossions, emotions
and laws wax—what abowt “labor?”
It seems to have been all bue for-
Botten that labor is the human <f-
fort necessary for producing the
things we want, Andpin the forget-
ting, attitudes go awry. Some be-
little “labor,” contending that it
should stick to its chores and “stay
in its place.”” Qthers glorify it and
remind us of “the dignity of labor.”

Thus, in one ar two easy steps,
labor is stripped of human meani
and becomes an entity. The entity
is given one job for one hand, n-
other fob for the other, and twe
more jobs for the feet. That's the
schedule, and no back talk. To re-
lieve this intolerable condition, the
Iabar union enters, The entity now
has only one job te do—a tusn of a
screw or @ handle, Is the screw too
greasy? Don't touch it, that's for
the grease-wipers to do. No back
tulk. '

And what if the entity says, A
few of us know this job pretty well
new, Let's open a little shop of our
owt” “Insurrection!” cries organ-
ized mamagement. "It will upset our
established and efficient way of do-
ing thinga.” “Treason!" cries or-
ganized Jabor. "You waat to be-
come o capitalis.”

The screw keeps turning, lnde-
?endcncc becomes o quaint, old.
ashioned virtue. Discarded is the
idea thut wll of vy are labor aad
that the ensiest way to proviuce what
we want is the best way, In all the
debate on what is good or bad for
labor, has it never occurred to any-
one that it is good if we cap pro-
duce the things we want with Jess
labor? But as soon a5 you suggest
this, it is interpreted that yon want
to rob the entity “lahor” of its rea-
son for existing--to work, But if
we are 2ll fabor ansl wenk not work
but the results of werk, would it
not be better to be able to produce
mote with less work ? Would it not
be better to open up opportunities
rather than restrict them ?

Happy will be that day when
every min shall sit under his own
tree with none to make him afrsid
-and look back oo sll this, and
laugh,
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VIEWS OF THE NEWS

By SYDNEY MAYERS

"{Freedom of the press in the U. 5.7 docs exist to 3 degree of pear-

anaschy and irresponsibility. There is no body or IREOCY OF COnsor of

official or law to tell 2 newspaper what to publish o what to lerve out . . .

This untampered freedom may be good ar bad.” We quote this editorial
gem from The Newspaper PM, champion of the peaple’s rights.

Now empowered to apen private mail eascviog “suspicious” colt-
tents, Britain’s Treasury Depastment will vse ¥oraps and Auorescent
screens te search for contraband salnabies, Calmily abscrves The Landon
Evening Standard: “This latest infringement of indivigusl liberty brings
the country & long way down di- road o a palice state.”

After a special swrvey, the U, N. Economic Commision for Exeope
feports & cutrenl mugpower defcit in Buropean countriss of 1,139,
workess. We suggest introducing the commission to the Intermational
Refugee Organization, now trying desperately to settle 1,500,000 “dis-
placed persons”—they ought t6 get rogether?

A En n flight requires meking out aver 500 papers; a L. §-
Australia :m uiglgnhlh Fglruabmt 500% sheets; an air traveler to Europe
returning vii South America must supply the sme deta 26 times, it
takes 1600 pages to print our foreign air travel restrictions. Did somebody
ask whar's holding np aerial progress?

Thaoks to cootinving world-wide 'dollar shortages, harter frans.
actions ace steadily increasing, with ten or more nations eagaging i high-
ly successful bartertrading. Yes, as any student of P, . T" will
brightly points out, international trade is an exchange of commoddities for
cammod:ties-—moaey or po.

Confounding eritics who decsy New Yaek's neglect ts provide much.
needed housing, cut fuir city's authorities sre planaing o new 6,600,060
steucture, suiliciens for 800 tenacts. But befoze you dash out to feseeve
%mrters thete, be advised that the proposed building is to be the new

rooklyn City Prison. Sr———

Complaining that 2 proposed U. S grant of $200.000.000 would
be “a drop in the bucket,” China's Vice President Sun Fo dechares: "T've
always had 1 hidden suspicion that American friendship was not depead.
able.” "This will compel China to work out its own desting,” bitterly
concludes the son of Dr. Sun Yat Sen, emancipszor of his country,

Ta a Britaln-wide broadcast, the Minister for Fconomic Affairs urped
"cheerfulness on everyone’s patt.” A few days iater, the Chancellor of
the Exchequer announced & new tax propram, “desigoed to drsin some
#852.000,000 from expendable fundy in the pockets of British taxpay-
ers"—adding greatly to the cheer, no doubt,

A city plan to widen Montreal’s busy Dorchester
20 pet cent of the cost will be payable pro rasa on the municipal valua-
tion of the land, withaut buildings, in the affected district, Oscar Boelens
poitts out that this levy will encouenge building construction, since in no
ather way can landowners recover the assessments they mnst pay.

Steeet provides that

Counsel for the Natiooal Coopentive Milk Producls Federation
warns that “the American faemer may be faced with competing effective-
ly in the world matket” uader the new 23-natn taridl agreement, which
livits subsidies and price supports. He adds the aew program is an
“advanced concept of free trade”; we add: "Is that bad 7"

Noemally we eschew the subject of palitics, a dublous field of
etideavor: but when political reactions ze rooted in ccononic phenomena,
we feel loath to ignore il. We wonder if the sovere Tabour Party set-
backs in recenr English, Scottish and Welsh slections teflect the results
of the goverament’s bungling Fablanista-~we just wonder, that's all!

The Citizen's Public Expenditure Survey discloses that of the
$9,804.089.407 coatributed (?) by New York State’s taxpapers to fed-
eral, state and local governments, cver 76 per cent czme from personal
inconte and business taxes. Lest you feel that 2t least a small pact of this
busrdea ﬂ'l.l#h{ fall on Jand-monopolies, the survey emphasizes that it in-
cludes 0o “real estate” taxes—which account separately for 5.1 per cent!

Among Our
 Contributors

Harry Guwnson Drows, Pro.
fessor of Economics at Missouri
University (Columbia), author and
lectarer. prepaced the unique Exten-
sion Division course desceibed olse.
where in this issue. He thinks it im-
portant for students to learn to rea-
son from cause to effect, rather than
ta spend much time memorizing
definitions. Asked, somewhat jocu-
farly, by Bathara Schemitz whether
4 man had to be a social phileso
pher 0 be an economist, he replied
that “a man with 2 heart can be an
economist.” After a pause he added,
“An economist could conceivably be
a man with no heart if be could rea.
son accurately from cinse to effect,
since then his reasoning could serve
as guidance in human affairs even
though he had himself no interest
in the welfars of athors,'”

Gieorug) R Davies, sociolo-
gitt and professor of statistics in the
College of Commerce at the Univer.
sity of Towa (lowa City), tas heen
for oighl«:en yeacs, editor of the
Town Business Digest in which his
article here published first appeared,
This momhfy Digest which teaches
business men snd Formey Towa grad-
uates is a very hurien blend of busi-
niess philosophy and statistics. When
Editar Davies wrote his article about
Ameriea's Quiy Geiginel Beonomin
b was ot awace (a5 be 15 now)
thit there were any schools in which
Henry George's principles were b
ing taught He is the author of
Secisl Epvivowment, National Byo-
intian, and Introduetion to Beonpwr
ir Statitties,

MurpRrp JoNsEN  Loosds, co-
editor of the well known decentral.
ist paper, The lotetpreter, lives in
Brookville, Ohio. She majored in
economics in Nebrasks Univeraty
but did not explore Progress and
Poverty until ten years later, at
which time she became o teacher of
its principles. Three years ago she
published, with able assistance from
Ralph Borsodi, Vol. 1, No. 1 of the
semi-monthly periodical which con-
unues o il'l'i?l.'f?rf.'f “eurzent events
for people concerned  with  the
achievemen: or noemal living." Tts
phifns(gﬁ:xy is based opon Belloc
and - Chesterton — Heary  George,
Jefferson, Warbasse and Virgil,
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