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“’TOO Many People” By ROBERT CLANCY

IN VP08 appenred dn Hiray on the Principle
uf Population by the Rev, Thomas Robert
Maithus-—a book which asserted it there sre
too many people in the world, and that those
who canuot suppon themnselves and their fami-
fies have no right to u livelibood ; Nature com-
munds sach 1o “take themselves away” uader
penalty of having it done lor theay through
prstilence, Faming and war.

The fortuoes of Maltbusianism live varied
in the century and a half since its tior,
ln 1879 Henry George in Progress and Pow-
erty deadt what should have been the death
blas to the averpopulation theory, and indeed
it fell from fuvor up to the present, But today
the Cry is being taken up again—"Too maay
peoplet” i

The cucrent neo-Malthusianism asserts that
st of tmnkind is terribly guilty of having.
witsted the world's limited resources in the face
of & risiag birth rate,

Ay for laying waste our sesousces, moge wiil
be said later, As for “we wany ptm:le," this
wou cunious reversad of die accepted alutude
nat many years age. Belore World Wag I, we
were tofd by scholars and statisticians Low
sparsely populated the world actually is; the
Stare of Texas, they ssid, could comfortably
support all the people in the world with no
crowding. Headnk Van Loon i his Geography
told us that ail the people of the werld could
be placed in o box of oneeighth of a cubic
wile, The dictators were urging their subject
peaples to increase their numbers——spocial hoo-
ors were paid to lacge families. The big prob-
lem of the day wag “overproduction,” glutred
wathets. All this at a time when wwmu-
Tation had teipled since the days of 2 us!

Then came & war which cost millions upon
mrillions of lives. The practice of genocide ac
counted for more millions. And all of & sudden
we have "ovespopulation,” The csing birth
rre i5 poiuted to==even though the same thin
s happened after every war. The neo-Mal.
tsinns, who pride themselves on a long-teom
vigw, wssuine that this trend is here to stay,
“Malthus was cight, after all," and even his
absird formula on the geometric increase of the
population and the arithmetic increase of sub-
sistence i3 tegarded with favor.

The schiolurs studying the population-resource
problem call it ecology—maa's telation to his
environmant. They are careful to point out that
they are not concecning thewselves with eco-
nomic and social factors—which ix a pity; they
might discover some things which would shed
light on the “overpopulation” problem.

The basic problem, according to our modern
ecalogists, is agricultural--che ability or inabil.
ity of the soil to produce man's subsistence; for
man is completely depeadent on plants that se-
cure their owa autiiton directly from the soil.
Here i another almost comical reversal of po-
sition, Tor the past fifiy years #t has been
drummed into us thar land 15 no longer so im-
portant as it was, that industry and menufacnar.
ing nre the forces to be reckoned with today.
Now, it seems, the focal issue aronad which
liinges the veey survival of the buman race is
not only land, but the most clementary form of
production on the land-—agricultural,

This year, besides a stream of magazine arti-

¢les on the subject, two unportant books have
appeared which have produced a storm of dis.
cussion—Ous Plundsred Planet by Faishield
Osborn, and Rosd 1o Swretvsl by Wiiliam
Vogt. These wologists give o double answer to
the population-resource problem, 1. Conserve
wur resuizces, 2, Check the increase of .
tion.* Net quite so meciless as Malthus, they
would nut have the present ynwanted popala.
tion “take themselves awsy.” Their plan is for
the future—the neac Tutce, they warn,

We are dectived, say Messs. Osbom and
Vogt, by the size of oar plsaet. Three-fourths
of the surfage is water, (&: a0y 1are, nb waler
shortage!) Of the 50 puliion squire miles of
land surface, or 32 billion acres, one half is
unighabitable. Why one-half must be weitten
off as permanently uninhubitable is not thought
necessary of ex lon, Have not mea made

“pardetis blooi wherd thire were déserts?? In-

many sections of the glohe that arg now desert,
it hay been founc that the soil is actually rich
in the elements nceded for agriculture and lacks
oaly watet. There is plenty of water, but net
in tse right places. Why, with sli our modemn
engincering marvels, couldo’t water be divert-
ed 10 these potential gardens? Messrs, Oshom
and Vogt admit that our industeial advances
iave been phenomenel, but it does not seem to
them thar they could be applied to agricultere—
“Tow costly aod itnpractical.” And what of vast
azable areas in Brazi!, Africa aud Asia, now
voexploitsd 7 "Who would want to live there?”
asks Mr. Osborn, Well, who wanted to live
atywhere in the New Wesld 400 years ago?
Nevittheless, let us accept the eduction o &
mete 25 nillion square miles, or 16 billion
acres of the would as hebitable, OF these, says
Mr, Qshorn, only 4 billien seces ace suitable
for agriculture, In passing he mentions that less
than 235 billion acres of this fertile land are
in use. It is a pity it eml:gisu are not mere
copceraed with economic and social factors, for
here inteed would be a Fruitiud Hoe of foquiry,
But the only lessoa Mr. Osborn deaws is that
because of insufficient land “no wonder there
are worid-wide shortages and that the people of
& pumber.of nations are facing starvation,”
Granted thar the earth's tesources Ate not
Timtless, and that through carelessncss and ne.
glect, mankind has plundered and wasted much
of the planct's supplies. Can we afford to ignore
the spoad causes of this neglect? Tr is an ob-

¥ Robe:t . Cook, the New York Times reviewes
of Br. Yopt's book, respectfully calls the United
Notions” asseacion (o the model example of Inelaod:
“The population of lreland in 1848 was 6,000,000,
Teaday it is igss than 3,000000—and lreland is the
paace where Britons go W get 2 square mead,” M,
ook might have selected = different country for an
example of papulntion conrenl, The fnference is that
Ireland is fariag better wich less people. Our relinble
sources inform s that the people of freland are living
st wretched squalor as ever. As For Btitons golng
to Iyeland for o squate menl, we wonder whether
Jg\athula Swift's "wodest proposal” has faally been
adopdid .

f Ao cxcellear exomple of such 2 trensformution
oy be found in the August 16 issuc of Life maga-
zine, which deseribes how Califosnia’s once
Impezial Valley was convetred into the <o
?:&»ﬁaldm spot by irrigativa from the Color;

S8 aich-
River,
nction there has poid many times over the cond

of the project,

sepved fact thot tesans fapmers bave little oc
6o intecest i the laod theyp cultivate, In many
cases, before moving on, they exbaust the soif
within & few yeass where more intevested appli-
aition wl consetvation weuld kaep it produc.
tive ind:ﬁ-.ib«:ly. In the United States famm ten-
ancy bas steadily iucrased natil now over 30
per ceat of fazm workers are tenants or share.
aroppess. 1a wost other coudiriss, farn tenancy
15 even preater and lasd monopoly more noto.
rious,

Mz Osborn deaws fessons [rom pust civilizg.
tens. The once fectile Tigeis-Euphrates valley
is now a desert, Toe soif was blighted, Over.
population? Conquerinp aemies oversa the
ared, leaving ruin in their wike and careying
awyy the agdcoltueal workets as slaves, Says
Me. Osbomn, there wete "wor envugh men let
o sairy on thy perennial work 0’5 restovalion
@rd land care whick
aliy” (Ialics mine) A deae case of unider-
papalation Can theed be any doubt of the par-
aliel with whar has been bappening to oar own
resouices?

Buz the mosi asionishing wxample of shoit-
sightedness by our nec-Malthusians Is their
failure to reckon with the fact thet, even
with vast drens of ferile lund unused, even
with the neglect caused by farm-tenancy and
migatiots, even with the haver weought by war,
there is hifi 0 funn surplus oo the market reg
ularlg. Only recently the U, 8, Government hiid
to buy aad dump 196 million bushels of pori-
toes that Fammers couldn't sell. More bumper
craps uce forecast for this year—a “problem”
Livestock mien aze deliberntely rednring their
cuttle productian becsuse they caanat sell, All
this, even with the Eutopesn Recovery Pro-
gmm! How can the problem of maldistibution
still be overlooked?

Myr. Vage castigutes owe obsolets thinking
processes that cannot see entire problewms but
only A narsow, over-simplified aspect, Elsewhere
in his baok M. Vogt reminds us that evety hit
of food we put into our mouths “must be e
paced by another bit of the earth—some.
where,” And that while our demands grow, the
cipacity of the eatth is constantly sheinking, A
supetb cxunple of oneway l'h.inﬁing!

Recently 1 had the opportunity to speak with
& professor of economics, a neo-Malthusian, He
spoke of the dease populstion of Rurope, 1
rumminded him that Dermark, with 400 people
pet squace mile, is still able o preduce daiy
peoducts for exporr, "Yes," said the professor,
“but they must import wheal,” 1t dida't seeq:
to nnpress him that the eounsties sending wheat
would get datey products and that this exchange
caused extra wheat to be produced. Some-
where in the world, wheat was being depleted
becavse of the demand of the Danes' As long
as such one-dimensional thinking Jominates,
the real nacuee of the world peoblem will be
obscured.

It is to be hoped that the current intevast in
ccology will lead to recognition of tae real
problem, Just now it is going iato the blind
ulley of “overpopulation.” Not many years ago,
the myth of racial sopenority hed its Aoal
ghastly day at court before it was exploded for-
ever, Pethaps chis is the last stand of the over.
papalation myth,

wlone Toontd pivseree foi.



