EO TOLSTOY for the first half

of his life enjoyed a career as a
great and successful writer, a broad-
minded aristocrat who did good deeds,
and a family man. This busy
and ife was intel by a
spititual crisis which caused Tolstoy
to doubt the value of all he had done.

enough! These ameliorations were tak-

ing place on top of a which
still * permitted privileged classes
live off the rest of the people. The
improvements were not enough
stave off a revolution which rocked
the world, which Tolstoy foresaw,

and which to this day poses the
proben.

g

g

world’s number one

Tolstoy felt that nothing less than
a profound, fundamental reorienting
of his personal life would do. He also

realized that a similarly far-reaching

reorientation was el hjf:r his coun-
try. His bi im to
whose ideas he

wholeheartedly. It was not
for a do-good aristocrat to be kind
to his e rights of all men
to the had to be asserted! Failing
this, there could only be catastrophe.
Let us remember Tolstoy and Rus-
sia when we hear about all the im-
provements that are supposed to be
taking place in our economic life.
Technology keeps adding new inven-
tions, there appears to be more leisure
time, all sorts of great new projects
are being hatched. Not enough, not
! Meanwhile, automatipn is

3{* countryside is dying,
of our economy is u -
rations for a war that upn‘:pgm le
to imagine. Our and improve-
ments are not y based.

There have been ameliorations be-
fore in history, on top of an unjust
system. Conditions were improving in
ancient Rome before her fall, also in
France as well as Russia before their
revolutions. In the U.S. the lot of the
slave was imprt;il? before the Civil
War. Let us the warning of
Henry George: Unless its foundations
be laid in justice, the soctal structure

cannot stand.
—Robert Clancy
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