NEXT to getring the Single Tax
adopted, surely the dream of
evety Georgist is to see it taught in the
colleges.

The natural reaction of the student
who has been exposed to the Georgist
philosophy—whether he has been to
" college, is now attending, or intends to
go—is, “why don’t we get this in col-
lege?” Alas, we have no ready answer.

Should we blame Vested Interests?
This is a conjecture which is hard to ac-
cept ot rejece—there is evidence on both
sides.

Is it that we are not members of the
Club? From Henry George on, most
workers in the movement have been on
the outside of Academia. Have recrim-
inations back and forth impeded a rap-
prochement?

Or perhaps the academic mind does
not commit itself strongly to any
stance, Georgist or otherwise? We have
to be thankful for small favors, as when
a professor cautiously admits that pos-
sibly, under certain special circum-
stances, it might be a little better to tax
land just a little more than buildings—
but of course, we cannot generalize, and
the Single Tax theory must emphati-
cally " be rejected. (Now, there's a
stance—but we are still thankful for
small favors.)

Another possibility is, quite simply,
that our time has not yet come. We
learned, after many bad experiences

that the mecca of land value tax legis-
lation has to be attained .as a result of
broadly based support, that heaven can-
not be stormed. :

Colleges, too, are part of society and
reflect the state of society. We may
stand in awe of the “men of light and
learning” (as George called the pro-
fessors), but in spite of everything, the
germinal ideas of civilization are hatch-
ed but rarely inside the world of
organized higher education. Pasteur,
Einstein; George himself, and any
nuthber of innovators were mostly re-
jected outsiders. Even the current fad
of mathematical economics was begun

~outside the pale. After' a while, when

these strange ideas become formalized
and familiar, they are taught in col-
leges.

So let us not be too impetuous. Wand-
ering in the Sinai wilderness, we un-
derstandably regard the -college world
as a Promised Land now inhabited by
Philistines and others.

Well, all right, we'll get there event-
ually. But let us not forget that those
Sinai wanderers of long ago found
their soul and received the Law there
—and when they finally got to the
Promised Land they behaved badly and
remembered Sinai as the time of their
heroic greatness. So let’s make the most
of our wanderings, and also say a
prayer that we'll behave well when we
get to Canaan. —Robert Clancy
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