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The accompanying diagram illus-
trates how the English landlords rid

themselves of their duty to provide

a ‘supply for the king’s larder,” or,
as we would say, te pay rent to
‘the king. That duty was the condi-
tion upon which the landlords were
granted their sinecures and made
the guardians of the land of England
by William the Congueror. .
From the - year of the conguest
{1066) to the signing of The Great
Charter of King Jchn (1215), when
the reins of government were seized
by the landlords, rent paid for pub-
He services: there were no taxes.
But the next year the landlords be-
gan the process of shifting the bur-
den to Izhor. That year it was that
“England’s woes began,” as Oliver
Goldsmith so aptly put it *. Through
the following six centuries the land-
lerds’ progressively repudiated their
obligation. The shifting of the bur-
den from land te lakor, encouraging
iand speculation, was accompanied
by drastic labor and peasant legis-
lation and every conceivable act of

tyranny. (Hence tl'ie name “‘torys,”
or tyrants, by which they and their
partizans are known to this day.)
Thus was the working population
reduced to a. condition of serfdom,

‘resulting in labor and peasant re-

volts and in civil wars,

In the course of a Speech delivered
in the House of Commons December
17, 1845, Richard Cobden, the great
English free trade advocate, offered
the fcllowing explanation of this
diagram: )

“For a period of 150 years after
the Conquest, the whole of the rev-
enue of the country was derived
from the land. During the next 150
years it yieided nineteen-twentieths
of the revenue—for the next century
down to the reign of Richard IIX,
it was nine-tenths. During the next
70 years to the time of Mary it
fell to about three-fourths. From
this time to the end of the Com-
monwealth, land appeared to have
yvielded one-half the revenue. Down
to the reign of Anne it was one-
fourth. In the reign of George III
it was one-sixth. For the first thirty
years of his reign the land yislded
cne-seventh of the revenue. From
1798 te 1816 (during the period of
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the Land Tax), land contributed otie--

ninth, from which time to the pres-
ent (1845) one twenty-fifth only of
the revenue had been derived di-
rectly from land. Thus the iand,
which anciently paid the whole of
taxation, paid now only a fracticn,
or one fwenly-fifth, notwithstanding
the immense increase that had faken
place in the wvalue of the rentals.
The people had fared better under
the despotic monarchs than when
the powers of the State had falien
into the hands of a land oligarchy,
who had first exempted themseives
frem  taxation, and next claimed
compensation for themselves by a
Cotn Law for their heavy and pe-
culiar burdens.”

Does this diagram contain a les-
son for the Unifed States?

Decidediy so!

Most of our political, legal and
economnic instituticns have come
from Europe, especially England.
They were brought to these shores
by the Pilgrims in the Mayflower,
and they continued to arrive with
every bhoat’ which followed there-
after. The colonial governments ruled
aceording io English precedents.

In their new environment the col-
onists had access to unlimited na-
tural resources. Rent and taxes. he-
ing low. could not immediately he-
come instruments of oppression. As
material progress advanced and land
became more valuable, the very sys-
tem of taxation from which they had
run away was introduced in the
colonies. The }!egalistic chicanery
which had enslaved them was irans-
planted to these shores. It has con-
tinued to enslave us to this day.

Every fiscal law enacted by our
town and city councils. our legisla-
tures and congress. is but an cx-
tension of the legislation esiablished
in 1216 hy the English landiord
barons,
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