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books, pictures, flowers, horses, and
gowns, beautiful beyond all that she
had ever imagined. And yet, “hardly
8 day passed that Laura.Jadwin, in
the solitude of her oww boudoir, did
not fling her arms wide in a gesture of
lassitude and infinite weariness, cry-
ing out: *Oh, the ennui and stupidity
of all this wretched life.'”

B, after all, the story is for the
Jadwins a comedy, not a tragedy, for
he could say at last, “the wheat cor-
pered me and not I the wheat.”

J. H. DILLARD.

A BOOK AND A PREFACE.

President Roosevelt wrote a prefa-
tory letter to the book “The Woman
Who Toils,” by Mrs. John Van Vorst
apd Marie Van Vorst (Doubleday,
Page & Co., New York), which letter
started the discussion anent *“race sui-
eide” running for some time in the cul-
umns of the daily press. In this way
the book received a certain amount
of advertising which will bring It to
the attention of a number of people
who might not otherwise have read
it. Tt will be a great mistake and
injustice to the book, however, if
these readers see nothing further in
it than concern for the size of better
situated families—the question which
bas so agitated President Rousevelt.

The President wrote his letter to
Mrs. Van Vorst after reading Chap-
ter 1II. of her part of the book, in
which she does mention, in a casual
way, that among the women work-
ers who are supported by their fam-
ilies and spend their money on
clothes, there is a tendency to shirk
motherhood. But this is quite by
the way, as both writers have secu
that with “the woman who toils.”
as with all other workers, the
trouble is not too few children, but
too many.

It is a great pity that President
Roogevelt did not wait to read the
magnificent closing chapter on “The
Chid in the Bouthern Cotton Mills,”
by Miss Marie Van Vorst, before writ-
ing a letter for the book. It would
have been of far greater interest and
importance to the serious portion of
the American public to hear what
our President has to say on the sub-
ject of making -a decent existence
poseible for American children al-
ready born, than to read his opin-
ions on the Potential Unborn. It
would have been of inestimable value
to have had an expression of opin-
ion from Mr. Roosevelt on the abuses
of child labor; but alas, he dilated
on the purely theoretical question,
and left the question of burning prac-
tieal import untouched.

Of itself, the book has considerable
value, in that it shows that two wom-
en of the favored class, when they
make an exploration into the un-
known regions inhabited by the sub-
merged tenth, have their eyes opened

in a great many unexpected ways,
and discover all sorts of things.
These two ladies deserve great credit
for their frank, acknowledgment of
their discoveries and the train of
thought aroused thereby. They are
not sociologists. Certain remarks on
the subject prove that the field of
radieal thought is unknown to then,
They weunt about their task of liv-
ing with the factory hands as one
of themselves in a most beautifully
unbiased frame of mind, unbiased
by conservative thought as by all
that has been written on radical po-
litical economy. Whatever motive
may have actunted them in their un-
dertaking, they wentinto it in a spirit
of fairness and they emphasize their
sympathetic desire to help.

They made the discovery of that
startling and incomprehensible facr,
for women of the favored eclass, that
the workers are human beings like
ourselves, and that where they ap-
pear different it is the fault of con-
ditions. The writers are clear-mind-
ed enough to see that conditions
which can so warp human belngs can-
not be right, and although they dis-
cover no remedy beyond some pallia-
tive scheme of industrial classes, etc.,
the very facts they give with impar-
tial clearness are stromg enough to
be of great value in themselves.

Mrs. Van Vorst quotes the words
of an old farmer stranded in a Massa-
chusetts mill town:

“I think Mr. Carnegle would have done
& great deal nobler if he had paid his
men & little more stralght along. He
wouldn't have made such a name for
himself. But don't you belleve it would
have been better to have paid those men
more for the work they were dolng day
by day than it is now to give penslons

to thelr familles? I know what I think

about the matter.”

Mrs. Van Vorst passes over these
important remarks without a word
of comment, which no one who under-
stood the great truth of them could
do. But this very fact certifies, per-
haps, all the more to the authentici-
ty of the quotation, and points to
the fact that the old. toiler had a
clearer insight into economic trutks
than many a college professor.

The most impdrtant part of the
book, from the sociologieal point of
view, is the closing chapter above
mentioned, Mlgs Marie Van Vorst's
account of the children at work in
Southern cotton mills., All radicals
should read this chapter, It gives
them many a statement of fact which
can be used with effect in the fighs
against this worst of all economic
abuses. The author does not reason
nor seek for causes, but she se2s
plainly a terrible abuse, and she de-
scribes it in burning words that lin-
ger with the reader long after he
has laid the book aside. Pity, pity
'tis, that President Roosevelt did

not advertise this chapter of the bouk
in his letter.
GRACE ISABEL COLBRON.

LITERARY NOTES.

Four articles on bank currency appear in
Bound Currency (32 Pine st., New York)
for March. One is by Lyman J. Gage on
the principles of bank credit currency: the
second is by Charies N. Fowler on bank cur-
rency and branch bank. Louis H. Ekrich
contributes the third, which is on asseis
curreney, and in the fourth R, W, Milisaps
presents the history of banking in Missis-
sippl.

The Nation has in a recent number a
lengthy review of Nova Solyma, the novel
recently brought to light and attributed
by the translator to John Miiton. The orig-
inal is in Latin. It is interesting to have
the view of the Natlon's eritic. He con-
cludes that *the diffuseness of the work
and the absence from it of "any passages
of the highest imaginative quallty. .
tell most heavily against the suppasuion of
Miltonic authorship.” Itlis true, however,
that many judges have at least accepted
the possibiliiy of the fact that we have in
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We still have a few copies of each title ad-
vertised in Tur PreLic of April 11, and will
fill orders while thev last at the prices there
quoted  We also offer the fullowing bouks,
postpaid, at the net prices indicated:

A NEW WOMAN, by ]essle DeFoliart Hamblin;
retail $1. 00, nef
loulill

Hancock : retnll £1,25, net
JE“S&: a Story of the S.ull, by Semrick: retail

ELSIE. » l:ltrillun Slofy translated from the
Norxe of K}elln by Miles M. Dawson;
retail Sic, net

THE STORY OF A nmu b)f Ethel Maude Col-
sot; retail $1.00, I.ll'l

!‘a\l.ll.. ST, PAUI. s Sen of Ilu People, by Ruby

le; retail $1.00, net 8¢,

‘I'Ill llilﬂfg .lllll WRONGS or ll.ll.a\!ll

Clarence 5, Darrow; retail 2c, net 1 dc

THE SOCIAL STATUS OF EUROPEAN AND AMER.
ICAN WOMEN, by Kate Byam Martin and
Ellen M. Henrotin: retail 50¢, net 24,

A BREED OF Mllﬂl METAL, by J. W. Bennett;
retail 75¢, net 36c,

UNCLE IKE'S IDEI.S by Geo. McA. Miller; re-
tail 25¢c, net

A full se1 of the buoks named in this ad-
vertisement will be semt by e!tpnu at pur-
chaser’s expense on receipt of $1.65. Address

CHARLES H. KERR & CO., Publishers
56 Fifth Avenue, Chicago
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zClubs of Three

L ‘To extend the circulation of The Public
among new readers, and atthe same time
to relieve of expense such regular read-
ers, or others, as take the trouble to pro-
CHTE U Bew BU ions, we will supply
three subacriptions for the price of two,
on the following terms :
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An r8ON mhcmn new subscribers

will LF the inme terms. For
every two new sul:ucriptions for which
he forwards umh'a lar rates we
will honor his order rd subserip-
tion free,
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Make aill ﬁecka. Moaey Orders,
ete., payable to

THE PUBLIC PUBLISHING CO,
Bex 687, CHICAGO, ILL.
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