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effectively it will have to come from the mothers
and sisters of working class children. Others
might release the children from labor, working
women alone can prepare them to become not
merely citizens of a free country, but masters and
mistresses of their own destiny.

BOOKS

THE GREAT AMERICAN TARIFF
GAME A NATIONAL SPECIALTY!

The Tariff In Our Times. By Ida M. Tarbell. Pub-
lished by The Macmillan Co., New York, Price,
$1.50 net.

If there is any one of our national institutions
calculated above all others to make the Comic
Spirit rejoice, surely it is the political farce known
as Tariff Revision. For more than thirty years
now our National Legislature has devoted much
time during every session to a continuous perform-
ance of this highly edifying and amusing enter-
tainment. We really would miss it if it was ever
actually settled. Senators, Representatives, the
public and the newspapers would undoubtedly
feel a lack, as of a dear friend missing, if any of
our Presidents took a definite stand on the tariff
question, either refusing to argue it at all, or else
settling it one way or the other. What would our
Presidents do for a message if there was no Tarift
Revision to talk about? They would be as badly
off as the comic papers would be if the mother-in-
law joke went really out of fashion. It is all so
ludicrous, or rather it would be, were it not so
tragic in its effect on the physical and moral well-
being of the nation.

Now that they are at it again in Washington,
with a non-committal Presidential message, and
an only slightly less non-committal Tariff Board
report to consider (what a blessing Congressional
sessions so seldom conflict with the baseball sea-
son), Ida Tarbell’'s “The Tariff in Our
Times,” a book giving a painstaking history of
this other great American Sport, comes with a
timely appeal. It is an enlightening work, as
much from the spirit in which it is written as
from the facts it details. It may possibly be prov-
able that some of the facts have been misrepre-
sented or misunderstood. But the mass of them
is a matter of common knowledge, and the author
has marshaled them in a crushing arraignment
of our National Farce. Page after page of names
and figures; page after page of history repeating
iiself from session to session; the same old heart-
breaking round of struggle between a few ardent
souls who in all sincerity of belief called up a
Frankensztein they themselves could no longer con-
trol; the same earnest desire for revision on the
part of a few, with still another ardent few fight-
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ing for the principles of Free Trade; and be-
tween all these the great overwhelming army of
the Interests, the clamoring Grafters, the throng-
ing lobbyists, the futile messages and reports,
the ludicrous attempts at change, leaving mno
change perceptible at each changing Administra-
tion ;—the very dreary repetition proves the dis-
astrous folly of it all!

And with this, outside in the great world of
daily life, a few growing richer and richer; the
great mass growing poorer and poorer ; capital and
labor taxed alike for the benefit of whoever con-
trols some Senator or Representative—all the nat-
ural outcome of a false economic system hemming
logical evolution. We may not agree with Miss
Tarbell that Protectionism, bad as it is, is at fault
for all the economic ills that oppress us. Many
of these ills are found in an aggravated form in
Frectrade countries. But the very facts she arrays
prove beyond a doubt how much of it the tariff is
responsible for.

The deadly parallel between the tariff fights of
any time during the past twenty years and the
tariff fight of last year is appalling. We have
gone no further for all our fancied advance in
civilization. Or, yes, there is one ray of hope.
More of us are beginning to awaken to the fact
that the tariff is not a matter of political expe-
diencyv, not merely a commodity with which to
bargain for political preferment. We are be-
ginning to realize that the tariff means a false
burden of taxation, and out of that grows, or
should grow, logically, the understanding of the
fact that wrong taxation is at the heart of all so-
cial wrongs of today.

There is no need to linger over special facts in
the book. Its most striking feature is the splen-
did summing up of the case against Protection
given in the last chapter. Here, with Rhode
Island, a Protection-made State, as an example,
the henefits American labor has derived from pro-
tection are shown in appalling pictures of con-
ditions among the mill hands in the textile indus-
try. Here also Miss Tarbell strikes at the heart
of the trouble in her arraignment of the moral
effect on the tariff fight on the minds and hearts
of our people—of those who have benefited by it, as
well as of those who have been crushed by it out
of all joy of life.

“Deeper than the wrongs it is doing the poor,
deeper than the warping of the intellect, is the
question of the morals which underlie its opera-
tions. Simmered down to its final essence the
tariff question as it stands in this country today
is a question of national morals, a question of the
kind of men it is making.”

No institution can be morally right which
teaches the individual to disregard the rights of
others. And no institution that is not morally
right can be politically right for any country.
This is the burden of Miss Tarbell’s book, this

Fifteenth Year.
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the point of view which raises it far above the
level of & mere political history.
GRACE ISABEL COLBRON.
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ga: Reports submitted to the Chicago Commission on City
Expenditures. Published by the Chicago Bureau of Pub-
lic Efficiency, 315 Plymouth Ct., December, 1911,
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Pamphlets Received.

Why Sheuld We Have Any Primaries? By Linton Sat-
terthwaite, Trenton, N. J. 1911,

Taxation of Land Values in Massachusetts.
M. Miles. Published by Thomas Todd Co., Boston. 1910.

The Mexican Revolution. By Willlam C. Owen. Pub-
lished by ‘‘Regeneracion,” 914 Boston St., Los Angeles,
Calif. Price, 5 cents.

Rochester Socfal Centers and Civic Clubs: Story of the
First Two Years. Published by the League of Civic
Clubs, Rochester, N. Y. 1909.

The Lincoln Memorial School. Address delivered by
Charles Weidler at the Dedication of the Lincoln School,
South Bend, Ind., February 12, 1911.

On Conservation of Our National Resources. Address by
Governor John F. Shafroth in the House of Representa-
tives. Printed at Washington, D. C. 1911.

Good Roads. Remarks of Henry T. Rainey in the House
of Representatives, January 13, 1912. Printed at the Gov-
ernment Printing Office, Washington, D. C.

Land, Money and Highways. By Alvin H. Low. Re-
vised Edition, 1912. Published by the Author, 1417
Hoover S8t., Los Angeles, Calif. Price, 50 cents.

The Lockport Proposal. By F. D. Silvernall, Consulting
Engineer, Lockport, N. Y. Publication Number 646, Amer-
ican Academy of Political and Social Science. Price, 15
cents,

The Judges and the County Fee System. Statement to
the Taxpayers of Cook County by the Chicago Bureau of
II,’ubﬂc Efficiency, 315 Plymouth Court, Chicago. Decem-
er, 1911,

The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals, 46th Annual Report, for the Year ended Decem-
ber 31, 1911. Published by the Soclety, Madison Ave. and
26th 8t., New York.

The Prark Governments of Chicago. General Summary
and Conclusions of a Report Prepared by the Chicago
Bureau of Public Efficlency, 315 Plymouth Court, Chi-
cago. December, 1911.

The Atlantic Deeper Waterways Assoclation. Report of
the Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Convention held at
Richmond, Va., October 17-20, 1911. Printed by George
F. Lasher, Philadelphia.

Solving a Great Financlal Problem. By W. H. Allen.
Reprinted from The Sewanee Review for January, 1912.
Published by the Unliversity Press at the Unlversity of
the South, Sewanee, Tenn.

The N. E. A. Phonetic Alphabet, with a Review of the
Whipple Experiments. By Raymond Weeks, James W.
Bright and Charles H. Grandgent. Published by the New
Era Printing Co., Lancaster, Pa. 1912.

Opportunities in School and Industry for Children of the
Stockyards Districts. - By Ernest L. Talbert. Number I in
A Study of Chicago’s Stockyards Community., Published
by the University of Chicago Press, Chicago. 1912.

The Rural Awakening in Its Relation to Civic and Soclal
Center Development. Address by Herbert Quick at Madl-
son, Wis., October 27, 1911. Bulletin (General Series Num-
ber 310) of the Unlversity of Wisconsin, Madlson, Wis.
Price, 5 cents.

Bureau of Streets, Civil S8ervice Commission and Spe-
clal Assessment Accounting System of the City of Chica-

By Jonas

Twentieth Century.

Frederic C. Howe writes in the Twentieth Cen-
tury (Boston) for February on Senator La Follette
as a public “man with a vision” of democracy, and
L. M. Powers explains the “superior civilization of
Germany.” Gerhardt Hauptmann begins a serial
story, “Atlantis.”

& &

The French Singletax Review.

“La Revue de L’'Impot Unique” for February lays
emphasis upon the need of studying the land ques-
tion in order to arrive at a just interpretation of
history. Two articles, “What is the Significance of
France Today?” and “A General Idea of a Rational
History of the French Revolution” throw light upon
this neglected aspect of historical investigation. If
France has been cheated of the liberty, equality and
fraternity promised by the Revolution, is not suf-
ficient cause to be found in the system of landlord-
ism which it strengthened, and which even more
thoroughly than the system of chattel slavery un-
dermines all freedom? The claim is sometimes
made that the Revolution “gave the land to the peas-
ant,” but we learn from the actual figures that out
of a total area of 49 million hectares, the share of
the peasant is but 4 million hectares, and even this
showing must be modifled when we come to con-
sider the extent to which his lands are mortgaged.
‘Whether or not the Jesuits and Free Masons are as
formidable as they appear to the editor, his reliance
on land value taxation as an antidote is well found-
ed. No menacing combination, political, religious
or commercial, can hold together when stripped of
privilege. “The history of men and peoples,” says
M. Darien, “is only one aspect of natural history.
Natural history is the history of the earth. Hence
the history of men and peoples must also be the
history of the earth.” Broadly speaking, a people
are what their land laws have made them, and if
we are to understand past events we must do so
through the medium of present conditions which are
the fruit of the past. Once made familiar with the
facts, we perceive that the boasts of the Revolution
are hollow. Deny the equal rights of all men to the
use of the earth, and Liberty becomes a mockery.
Destroy this fundamental equality and no other
equality can be sustained in stable equilibrium. Nor
is fraternity conceivable in a society which accepts
the absurd paradox of industrious poor and idle
rich. Not only did the Revolution fail to establish
justice, but when it had spent its tornado-like force.
there lay buried in the ruins the beneficent ideas of
the Physiocrats which, thanks to I.a Revue de L'Im-
pot Unique, are today finding fresh and vigorous ex-
pression in the land of their origin.

F. W. GARRISON.



