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DIRECTOR’S NOTES

New York’s winter term of dasses
began on Tuesday, Januvary 23rd with

an ambitious schedule of eleven ten-

week courses, three Friday night fo-
covering topics ranging from basic
Georgist economics to homelessness
inour land and Perestroika in Eastern
Europe. At the close of the first week
425 students had attended classes.
taking initial courses in Fundamental
Economics, Understanding Economics,
Cla.mcal Analysis I, and Progress &
Poverty (in Spanish). Ninety-nine
enrolled in advanced courses, Applied
Economics, Classical Analysis II, and
Third World Issues (in Spanish) for
which a class from the foregoing list is.
a prerequisitc. Money & Banking,
another course open to new students
without prerequisite, and given in the
afternoon, had fourteen students at
the start. Great Decisions 1990, the

Foreign Policy Association’s program
on 1S, foreign relations offered asan
advanced course, attracted twenty-five
previous students.

As enrolilments increased and

sections of Fundamental Economics
and Progress & Poverty classes have
had to be organized.The first Friday
Night Forum, The Income Tax and
You,drew an attendance of thirty-two. .
Some were current and past students,
but the majority were attracted to the

-school for the first time.

Reorganization of the research
library is now going on, so that the li-
brary will be separate from dassrooms.
Originally, two of the classrooms also
served as library rooms, which inhib-
ited the functioning of the library. Ad-
ditional shelving, which will provide
space for more volumes than the pre-
vious arrangement allowed, will be
installed soon, enabling library serv-
ices to resume in the spring. -

-- George L. Collins

PHILADELPHIA SCHOOL GETS MORE PRESS COVERAGE

A new major article on the Phila-
delphia Henry George School appeared
in the January 8-14 issue of Philadel-
phia Business Journal. The story graces
the front page of its real estate section
with a color photograph of Director
Mike Curtis in front of the bust of
Henry George at the George Birth-
place on 10th Street. Several associ-
ates of the School are mentioned and
quoted along with Mr. Curtis, includ-
ing City Councilman James Tayoun,
City Finance Director Betsy Reveal,
stock analyst Sam Gray, School Presi-
dent Edward Dodson, and Lucia Cipol-
loni, assistant to Mr. Curtis, whosaid:
“Itook acourse jat HGS] in 1937, just

- out of high school.... Democracy is a

wonderful thing, it's just awfully
hobbied by land monopoly.” Accord-
ing to the article, President Dodson
discovered the School while research-

ingabook hewanted towrite onsocial
theory. Mr. Dodson is now working
on a liberal arts Master’s degree at
Temple University in addition to his
work at the Philadelphia office of the
Federal National Morigage Associa-
tion. It was at the HGS that hediscov-
ered that slums and inadequate hous-

ing is “largely because of the taxstruc-
ture.” [Note: See Mr. Dodson’s Let- -
ter, also in this issue.]

Focus in the story is placed on
the School’s efforts to teach the ideas
of Henry George and to restore his
birthplace to its 19th-century style.
Philadelphia’s political debate over
taxing land is also covered. Council-
man Thyoun's proposal is to change
the ratio of building to land assess-

| - meat from 3.1-to-1 to 2.5- or 2-to-1.
_ Tayoun projects that in 80% of eight

out of ten districts, property assess-
ments would drop immediately, “What
goewparethemmerproperﬁes,lhe

~ properties with large lawns.... where

you have homes sitting on big plots of
ground, they go up. The (gas) refiner-
ies go up drastically.” According to

_ the article, Tayoun’s proposal failed

last year because Mayor Goode tied it
to a millage hike.

The immediate success or fail-
ure of educational and political ef-
forts may be beside the point, accord-
ingto the concluding remark by Mike
Curtis: “Itjustsort of feels good work-
ing for something that’s ultimately
going to do some good in the world.”



