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WE ENTER OUR TWELFT

I May 1922, the Tax Relief Associatiom
undertook the publication of this little paper “in
the interest of Bound Feonomics and American
Idesls,”  Ta one sense, the name “Tay Facrs”
has been unfortunate. The name of the Associa-
tion, itself, iz a fittle misleading because it appears
to stress the thought of reliel o harvassed wer-
chants, manufacturers and hume owners and does
nat suggest adequately the more fundamental
thought of ecconomic reform which we have en-
deavared tn present in these editorials,

During the past three or four vears, many or-

apizations have been formed in the interest of
we who are wrestling with the rax problem,
wtd @ number of pubiicziris}m have been launched
in the hope of casting a little Light on this dark
subject, It is natural that some who hear of this
organization and its publication should mizstake s
real purpose and think of it as vne more civic body
interested in and endeavoring to “lighten the
tax burden.”

The full intent and purpose of this paper s
far more fundamental than merely shifting taxes
from pillar to post, The idea that we are trying
to present i3 a philosophy of sociat Life, a scientific
treatment of social problems. We want you to be
able to trace the connection, however obscure or
roundabout 1t raay seem, between taxation and the
Eidnapping of a hittle child.  We want vou 1o
see the connectibn between taxes and pimzhﬂuw
and prisons, aot in respect to balancing  the
budget and providing funds for these institutions,
but as a cause of their existence or non-existence.
Pingl you see that our svstem of taxation is the
means of fzdpiwmw aur social velations, and that
through them it filters down 1o onr individual
Hives, you cannot hope to solve the tax problem.

iu order o understand 1ts frue nature, we
must see that the most it‘i‘lp{}l‘tmit' function of
taxation 15 oot to ohian revenue, but o balanee
the advantages derived {rom the wee of ;{uud asd
poer land. By “good”™ and poor land, we do
ot mezn mevely fertile znd sterite seil Emt l*nd
vt ix productive or noeproductive in centers
f popalation, as swell, The most valuahle tand
the United States was once used for the
sing of cabbages ) now, 1t is occupied by some of

YE
the world’s rallest budldings, and the production
of wealth goes o on a much grander scale than
i 7is cabbage-patch davs,

We are dealing with the land problem first,
last and all the tme. No secial problem can he
solved undll the land guestion is setrled, for it s
in the wse of land for the production and distribu-
tien oF wealth that men come together 16 groups
and communitics, that they vt to specialize
and cooperate In tabor.  No movement for the
betterment of society that does not recognize the
land guestion can be of lasting benefit,  That is
why Trx farty keeps on hemmering away ot
tundamentals  while politicians  and  statesmen
tinker with palliative aires that can afford
anly temporary relief ar best. Many of them
aggrevate the condition they are designed o alle-
viate.

VWe begin swith this self-evidenr trath: the
earth is the common herttage of all, and overy
child born ints the world has an equal right with
every other chitd o the use thereof. How such
an adjustment can be made and economic justice
cstablished 15 not easy 1o see. Political economy,
though it is not the doll aed dismal science it
hias been punted, s, nevertheless, a science with
rules and [aws and principles that canmor be mas-
tered in an heur. But is there anvthing difficule
to understand it the proposition thar the earth
belongs 1o all men, and not o o privileged few?
You can see that, can’t vou? That s all we ask
vou to accept at the start, then if vou will keep
ot reading Tax f’{:s“f::. we wifl tv o show vou
the signihicance of this thought and hew it forms
the foundation nf our whole social philosophy.

Endustricus men and women, for instance, live
economically, sometimes frugally, all their I
and wave their hard-varned doll that they may
not eotne tn o want in t"sm' ald awe. Then, banks
clse; depressions come ; Investments prove worth-
fess. The saviogs of a Betime ave swept away.
Mothing is letv but the mockery of the hiead
line, the r.r;!;zf:sh- of the poorhouse.  Would a
change in our land poley alter thiy sicuation?
Certainly it would 1 it weve the right change,

A great war has besn wnnnm““si and the
vouths that marched o gallantly 10 the front
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to the country whose canse they
defended. Their old iobs are gone and there are
no new ones. Wil a grateful country care for
them and theirs with pummis that increase and
muitiply by millions and becore an ever-growing
burden for each successive generation to beay?
Waould a tax on Tand valoes, instead of on labor
sroducts, make it possible for the returaing sol-
dier to step back idnto coividl life with an oppor-
munity to earn a living acesrding to his ability, and
without casting a shadew on iz seli-respect by
offering him 2 persion or any other government
ha;adeut? Yes, ot wonld,  And so it goes on,
the golden thread that runs through the whele
fabric of soriety.

are drifti [A3Ee

We belicve that vo individual or group of indi-

viduals has the moral vight e deny others the
use of the earth by monopolizing land, or to
appropriate to themselves land values thar are
dus 1o the presence of pooalation. Qur present
fand policy peravts individuals to buy, sell and
speculate in land as if rhey had rnddv 1t and
could claim exclusive sweership by right of pro-
duction, We are trving to make clear to vou the
difference between luod and the arnicles that men
makc—w—mmt clething, houses, ships, golf chubs—
everviling, in facr, thar would sor have exisred
if man had oot been here, These are the things
we refer to wwhen we talk aboyr labor products,
or sum up i the term produocilon,
Everyone knows that there a5 2 diference be-
weer D and the product: of Iabor, but the
majoriiy of people don't see the significance of
the fact. It is very dificudt for a person whe
has believed all Bis Lfe thar land should be
bought and wwned exactly ke a house or a
suit of clothes or & cow o understand that aay
other svstem could be just or advisable or neces
SATY.

e

That 15 why Tax Faces wants you 1o see the
niecessity of changlng vour ideas regarding laad
moropoly and the speenlation in land values.
Uneil you do see thar, it is hardly worthwhile
to attemnpr aly legisfaoive measures that would
go to the oo of our edonemic difhoulties and
bring posisive and permanent relief, Wheneves
an injustice has persisted for generations, 1t can-
a0t be corrected without 4.]32?'!2!“15%;_? same of priv-
tleges that they have wrongfully enjoved. N
urally, ¢ gong to howl about it They are
going to howl so loud and in such a manner that
those who n need the change will believe the
whale 1dea to be swrong and will work agmast
their own inierest to protece the special privifege
that sppresses them.

Mo, injustior mav be established z'm.d maie
tained throagh force at the hands of & few, but
not justice.  When vou people lli!d(’.l'sl’ii”{i the
land problem, you will wans 1o change our land
policy. Unul you do understand it and wane the
readjustment, it 1z wseless to try o force 1t on
vou, Unfortunately, those who do anderstand i,

must suffer with the rest of you upder the pres-

ent system——that is life,

Whenever vou people understand the need and
r?u nature nf this proposed lew"“ The Tax He-
sciation will be seadv to help you with
tipns as to how it can b{* hrought about.
ii vou want the whole change made at snce for
quicker relied, we'll help you w do it ¥ wveu
believe that much confusion and pechaps some
temparary hardship would be avoided by a2 mere
zradual process, making a listle change from vear

to vear, we'll help you with thar, too. When
and by what legislative measures this change is
to be made 15 envively up o vou folks. Fhou-

sands of us have been veads for this thing for
ears, ¥ ou can’t take us by surprise

This readjustioent must he effected through
a change 1 sur tax systemn, o change that may
be expressed briefly in the principle to remove all
taxes from labor products—man-made things—-
and levy one tax on the value of land regardless
of improvements.  Until this & done, we are
simply wasting our rime trving to correct cond:-
tions with measures that utterly ignove this foun-
datien of our eeonemic structure.

Remove all pestrictions from erade. Give svery
sman and womai a chance 1o vse the carth wich-
vut fer or hindrance, without paving some o
else for the privilege, then whether or 1

there is need for price fixing, for restrictive labor
debt moratorinms, honuses, old age pen-
stonys, inflated currencies, or any of the hundred
aved ane weasures prescribed for our economic s,

I('i\"x ¥

We are not discouraged because we have made
so little Trapression on ¥ou in eleven years. The
plnlmm;lu of unse ness. of kindness, of for-
giveness, of the brotherhood of man, of which
thiz i the practical application, has not made
much of an Impression on humanicy i two thou-
sund yewrs. We hope o cut thae qune down a
iittle.  Flowever thar may be, 5t s oor intention
to keep the lght burning thai marks the exit so
that vou folks con ger one of the woods any time
vou want . We're nor gomg to push veu out,
vou'll have to go out under vour own power.
it cen be done

PISTEMING IN

Proas dlificuls for a monthly publickdse o
cotmrpent on the course of the administration at
Washington. Things there are moving so rapidly
that even the dmly papers find fresh marenial for
maorning and eveming edicions. Practically every-
thing that i3 being proposed s pur forward s a
relief measure. Perhaps the best thar we can do
5 to keep hammering away at the basic principles
that govern oar sconomic life in the hope *h'
snive day our readers—and millions of people wit,
have never heard of Tax Facts will demand of

change tn our land system thae will bring !
neic freadom,




