The Public

A National Journal of.Fundamental Democracy, and
a Weekly Narrative of History in the Making.

Vol. XVIIL

CHICAGO, FRIDAY, JANUARY 16, 1916.

No. 876.

p—————————

e ————————

Eprroms, 1898-1913: LOUIS P. POST axp ALICE THACHER POST

SAMUEL DANZIGER, MANAGING EDITOR.

STOUGHTON COOLEY.
ANGELINE L. GRAVES }Assocun EpiTors.

STANLEY BOWMAR, Busm MANAGER.
ADVISORY AND CONTRIBUTING

‘EDITORS

AMzs H. DILLARD, Virginia LincoLy Stxryaxs, New York
nm: ¥. n.nto. Texas Hrxay Gporas, Ju. New York
Hszazer 8. BozLow, Ohlo Freozaic C. Hows, New York
Haasanr chx. Went Virginia RoszrT Baxxr, New York
Mzs. Hamrier Tavrox Upron, Ohlo GRaGE 1 CoLaxox, New York
Baanp WHITLOCK, Ohio W. Q. EgaLzsroy, Califo
Joun Z. WHITH, C. E. 8. Woop, Oregon
LizwELLYN JONEs, lllinols R. F. Patrieaaw, South Daketa

RaM RoBveon, Calit, J.'W. 8. CaLLm, E
L. P.C. Garvd, Rhode Island JoHN PauL, England
. A, » Miunesota ERNSST BRAY, Australls
Woiiax P ri ~ Georas FowLDs, New Zealand

Published by STANLEY BOWMAR, Manager
Elisworth Building, $37 South Dearborn Street, Chicago

Single Copy, Five Céll!l

Yearly Suburlptlon. One Dollar

R anadian and Foreign, §1.50

Muﬂwch-lumAml 16, 1898, at the Post OMoe at Chicago,
lilinols, under the Act of March 3, 1879.

CONTENTS.

EDITORIAL:
States Rights and Human nghts

Circumstantial Democrats ......... eresisiereaeeane 49
The Voice of a Real Democrat..... . b0
The Proposed Embargo and Peace.. . bl
Bread Is Mightier Than Cannon . bl
Senator Burton and Privllege . . 92
An Old Poem’'s Modern Moral 62

ling the Law of Supply ‘and Demanq 52

Indignant at Its Own Work................ OORRRORRR

Chicago’s Opportunity ............. . B3
Sensible Disregard of Law......... 53
No Time for Piecemeal Reform.... . 54
Enforcing the LAW. ....c.coveveernnnienns A ..., 54

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE:

California’s Democracy In Actlon—James P. Cadman 64
Statewide Singletax Movement in Illinois—Hugh Reid 55

NEWS NARRATIVE:

The President’s Jackson Day Address......... [ 56
Congressional News .......... [N PN . b7
Peace Meeting in Washlngton ...................... 58

Popular Government League Meeting..
National Ezw)loyment Agencles. .
The Labor War......ceoovueveeess
Houston Kickers Invite Retallatio:
Municipal Owrership in Calgary..
Mexico ........
The European War.....
. News Notes .......c.ccevuveennn

Press Opinlons ........ ebeseastrasttsteenbeanannes . 63

vesseens

RELATED THINGS:

Klngs and Peoples—Joseph Dana Miller........ veees. 64
Wanted: essive Pacifism—Louis B. Lochner..... 64
Mammon, e Modern War God—Israel Zangwill.... 67

BOOKS:

%‘Moﬁlern 8Spy B i ook Tsr e g;
e ewspapera usiness
The Heart of Democracy......cceeeeenaees teseeesenas 68

Books Recelved .............. P -1

EDIT_O‘RE\L

States Rights and Human Rights.

The doctrine of States rights does not constitute
a valid objection to the federal woman suffrage
resolution. Suffrage is a right, not a privilege. A
State may as logically set up a nahsolute mon-
archy within its borders as to deny the vote to
any mature person of sound mind.- States that
are doing so are abusing their power. Human
rights are superior to States’ rights. No State
would have just cause for complaint should the fed-
eral government compel it to cease denying to
half of its population the right to participate in
the framing of laws which all are expected to obey.
It is possible that passage of the resolution at
the present time would have done harm to the
suffrage cause. But that is a question of policy
which concerns only those whose rights are at
stake. If they see fit to press the question, Con-
gress can not properly consider any other phase
of the matter than the justice of the demand.
This makes regrettable President Wilson’s reitera-
tion of the fallacy that the question is one for the
states to settle. 8. D.

& &

Circumstantial Democrats.

The revolt of ex-Governor Colquitt of Texas,
and the restiveness of certain other Democrats
offers further evidence of the presence of incon-
gruous elements within the Democratic party.
First, it was the Louisiana sugar men who wanted
protection for their pet industry, then the Ala-
bama iron men, and the Florida fruit men; and
now it is the Texas cotton men. The fact that
these men stand upon a platform that declared
it “to be a fundamental principle of the Demo-
cratic party that the federal government, under
the Constitution, has no right or power to im-
pose or collect tariff duties, except for the pur-
pose of revenue,” shows that they are Democrats
from circumstance, rather than from conviction.
Democracy with them is a mere shibbolith, a name
by which they distinguish one class of citizens
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from another, without any regard to their politi-
cal convictions. But they have, by their blind
fatuity, tied their own hands. They dare not vote
against the Democratic party, and they have not
strength enough within the party to control its
policy, or nominate its candidates. There is no
redress for them, save to relieve their feelings by
abusing the President now, and then voting for
him on election day. Criticism of Democrats with
tory constituencies should not be taken too seri-
ously. : 8. C.
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The Voice of a Real Democrat.

, President Wilson has delivered to Congress
some remarkable messages, messages such as have
not been addressed to that body in many years;
but these messages, definite and fundamental as
they have been, were sometimes as conspicuous for
what they did not say, as for what they did say.
So that the elation of the democratic Democrat was
chilled by the fear that the President had reached
hig limit. This fear has been removed by Mr.
Wilson’s Indianapolis speech. That speech breathes
the air of freedom. It is the word of a man who
has escaped the confines and restraints that pre-
vail in a formalized body like Congress; and there
is evidence that the President feels the inspiration
that he says he derives from the presence of the
people. Should the criticism be made that the
President speaks as the head of a party, rather
than as the head of the nation, it must be remem-
bered that our form of government makes this un-
avoidable; for the President is the head of the
party and the country has for the time being en-
trusted its affairs to that party. He in reality
speaks as the head of the nation when he speaks
as the head of the party that controls the affairs
of the nation.
&

That the President has not come to the end of
a good program is evident from his injunction to
the Democratic party. “The Democratic party,”
he says, “is not to suppose that it is done with the
business. The Democratic party is still on trial.
The Democratic party has to prove to the inde-
pendent voter of this country, not only that it be-
lieves these things, but that it will continue to
work along these lines.” Then follows a heart to
heart talk with the people upon the leading topics
of the day, such as has rarely been heard between
a great leader and the voters. And though his
words have the simpleness and the clearness that
brings them within the comprehension of the aver-
age citizen, they have the decisiveness and the
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boldness that indicates conviotion. It is this bold-
ness that must be assumed by the whole Demo-
cratic party if it is to meet the attacks of the Re-
publicans, and win the Progressives. This lack
of boldness and decision has in the past been the
party’s fundamental weakness. The Republicans,
having a simple and definite policy, the perpetua-
tion of Privilege, have been able to overthrow the
Democrats because of their lack of conviction.

&

That the President has overrated the convic-
tions of his own party is not unlikely ; but his own
sincerity of purpose cannot be doubted. The in-
dependent voters, therefore, who are acting at .
present with the Democratic party cannot serve
themselves and the party more efficiently than by
making it plain why they are co-operating with
that party, and that they will withhold their aid
whenever it betrays the principles it has taken up.
The President frankly recognizes the political
gituation by admitting that neithér the Republi-
can party nor the Democratic party now has a ma-
jority ; but that the controlling power lies with the
independent voter. It is his ambition, he says, to
make every independent voter a Democrat. This
the independent voter can meet by saying that
being a democrat by nature he will act with the
Democratic party as long as it is democratic.

&

The President’s last message to Congress was
criticized by some because it said nothing of the
Mexican question. The Little Congressmen and
the Yellow Journalists have nagged at him from
the beginning of his administration for not hav-
ing a Mexican policy. But this was said only be-
cause the President’s policy was so far above the
swashbuckler-statesmanship, too often inflicted
upon this country, that his little critics could not
comprehend or appreciate it. In his Indianapolis
speech, however, he has made his policy so plain
that even these can understand it. Speaking of
Mexico he said:

I hold it as a fundamental principle, and so do you,
that every people has the right to determine its
own form of government; and until the recent revo-
lution in Mexico, until the end of the Diaz reign,
80 per cent of the people of Mexico never had a
“look in” in determining who should be their gov-
ernors or what their government should be. I am
for the 80 per cent. It is none of my business, and
it is none of your business, how long they take in
determining it. It is none of my business, and it
is none of yours, how they go about the business.
The country is theirs. The government is theirs.
The liberty, if they can get it, and God speed them
in getting it, is theirs. And so far as my influence



