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from another, without any regard to their politi

cal convictions. But they have, by their blind

fatuity, tied their own hands. They dare not vote

against the Democratic party, and they have not

strength enough within the party to control its

policy, or nominate its candidates. There is no

redress for them, save to relieve their feelings by

abusing the President now, and then voting for

him on election day. Criticism of Democrats with

tory constituencies should not be taken too seri

ously. s. c.

The Voice of a Real Democrat.

President Wilson has delivered to Congress

some remarkable messages, messages such as have

not been addressed to that body in many years;

but these messages, definite and fundamental as

they have been, were sometimes as conspicuous for

what they did not say, as for what they did say.

So that the elation of the democratic Democrat was

chilled by the fear that the President had reached

his limit. This fear has been removed by Mr.

Wilson's Indianapolis speech. That speech breathes

the air of freedom. It is the word of a man who

has escaped the confines and restraints that pre

vail in a formalized body like Congress; and there

is evidence that the President feels the inspiration

that he says he derives from the presence of the

people. Should the criticism be made that the

President speaks as the head of a party, rather

than as the head of the nation, it must be remem

bered that our form of government makes this un

avoidable; for the President is the head of the

party and the country has for the time being en

trusted its affairs to that party. He in reality

speaks as the head of the nation when he speaks

as the head of the party that controls the affairs

of the nation.

That the President has not come to the end of

a good program is evident from his injunction to

the Democratic party. "The Democratic party,"

he says, "is not to suppose that it is done with the

business. The Democratic party is still on trial.

The Democratic party has to prove to the inde

pendent voter of this country, not only that it be

lieves these things, but that it will continue to

work along these lines." Then follows a heart to

heart talk with the people upon the leading topics

of the day, such as has rarely been heard between

a great leader and the voters. And though his

words have the simpleness and the clearness that

brings them within the comprehension of the aver

age citizen, they have the decisiveness and the

boldness that indicates conviction. It is this bold

ness that must be assumed by the whole Demo

cratic party if it is to meet the attacks of the Re

publicans, and win the Progressives. This lack

of boldness and decision has in the past been the

party's fundamental weakness. The Republicans,

having a simple and definite policy, the perpetua

tion of Privilege, have been able to overthrow the

Democrats because of their lack of conviction.

That the President has overrated the convic

tions of his own party is not unlikely ; but his own

sincerity of purpose cannot be doubted. The in

dependent voters, therefore, who are acting at

present with the Democratic party cannot serve

themselves and the party more efficiently than by

making it plain why they are co-operating with

that party, and that they will withhold their aid

whenever it betrays the principles it has taken up.

The President frankly recognizes the political

situation by admitting that neither the Republi

can party nor the Democratic party now has a ma

jority; but that the controlling power lies with the

independent voter. It is his ambition, he says, to

make every independent voter a Democrat. This

the independent voter can meet by saying that

being a democrat by nature he will act with the

Democratic party as long as it is democratic.

The President's last message to Congress was

criticized by some because it said nothing of the

Mexican question. The Little Congressmen and

the Yellow Journalists have nagged at him from

the beginning of his administration for not hav

ing a Mexican policy. But this was said only be

cause the President's policy was so far above the

swashbuckler-statesmanship, too often inflicted

upon this country, that his little critics could not

comprehend or appreciate it. In his Indianapolis

speech, however, he has made his policy so plain

that even these can understand it. Speaking of

Mexico he said:

I hold it as a fundamental principle, and so do you,

that every people has the right to determine its

own form of government; and until the recent revo

lution in Mexico, until the end of the Diaz reign,

80 per cent of the people of Mexico never had a

"look in" in determining who should be their gov

ernors or what their government should be. I am

for the 80 per cent. It is none of my business, and

it is none of your business, how long they take in

determining it. It is none of my business, and it

is none of yours, how they go about the business.

The country is theirs. The government is theirs.

The liberty, if they can get it, and God speed them

in getting it, is theirs. And so far as my influence


