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my suggestion, I took the matter of meetings and broad-
casts in the conference-city, assuming that it is possible
to arrange many of these if suitable attention is given
both in the city and through the mails to all Georgeists
in the country.

The value of the Congress could be multiplied by de-
veloping technique of arranging meetings and securing

speakers in advance. Another example is an organiza-

tion of business as so ably presented by Mr. Averill,
Editor of the Birmingham FEcceniric, in the closing ses-
sion. If this could be made a continuing programme,
I think we might hope to accomplish this most important
of all objects—as Averill put it, “‘demand a million dollars
from business men to be used in their own and others’
conversion."’

Excerpts from the, Ingersoll Broadcasts:

THE PRESIDENT'S PLANNING A “BuiLDinGg BooM' TO STIMULATE
FLAGGING INDUSTRY, is the most unsound thing he could think of,
if it is planned along usual housing, slum clearance, resettlement lines
such as all such plans have so far been, The reason for its unsound-
ness is primarily that from a quarter to a half of its investment will
go into land values, which is, economically, like burying the invest-
ment in the ground. Nothing can modify this waste and nothing
can prevent this waste sabotaging any boom or plan upon which it
is loaded. There is one way and one way only, by which a building
boom could be created and one that would not only stimulate flagging
industry, but restore it permanently; that way is so simple and ob-
vious that there can be no doubt or dispute about it. It is to remove
two embargoes that have all but stopped building, and have deprived
the masses of their homes, created slums, etc. Those embargoes
are: (1) The taxing of everything going into buildings—the pro-
duction of all building materials, which probably makes them cost
double. (2) Is the failure to tax monopoly and speculation in
building sites—which has (a) caused taxes on materials; and more
important, taxes that fall on the upkeep of homes—on all the neces-
sities of living; (3) created high land values and ground rents, that
have closed opportunities for profitable building, employment of
labor, and supply of cheap houses.

RamsAay MacDonaLp HAs Crosep His CororrFur Career. He
started it very auspiciously—on the right track—killing off England'’s
worse curse, which is landlordism. He worked shoulder to shoulder
with Lloyd George, Phillip Snowden, and many other big states-
men of England who had the idea that “the people of England should
not be prepassers on their own soil,"”” farther advanced than it has
been in any other country of the world. But Macdonald, like so
many other reformers, got off on the more alluring communistic
trail, became a ‘“Laborite,”” and then was ground between conser-
vatives, tories, and liberals.

Here 1s EXTrRAORDINARY NEws. Up in Quebec, the Premier
has sent his police to close up a communist paper, The Light.
In our country—and I'm sure in most other countries—the com-
munists are closing up the papers they do not like. Examples are
the Newark Ledger, Seattle Post-Intelligentser, Toledo Blade, and
the Brooklyn Eagle. President Heywood Broun, of the writers
Guilde Union of course will deny that he is a communist, or that
that Guild is; and I admit it so far as names and labels go. But
before long we have got to find a way of testing communism by what
people do, say, and thiik.

TrE New JERsEY LABOR PARTY 1S IN THE PROCESS oF BUILDING,
out of A. F. L., C. 1. O, and non-partisan League material. The

move is inspired by the defeat of the Progressive Rev. Clee by the
republican and democratic machines. There is no doubt about the
need for a third party there, as elsewhere in the country; but this
material will not produce the right kind of a party. The Repub-
lical party is guilty of monopolism. The Democratic party is guilty
of not challenging monopolism; but none of the third party advo-
cates have got any concept of monopolism. They all are chasing
big business and the rich man.

Mavor LAGuArDIA 1S Losing No TiMeE Ix MoOVING UPON THE
Famous Tammaxy InsTITUTION.—The Transit Board. Their
last popular act was to give Jimmy Walker a $12,000 job with a
$12,000 pension tied to it. Before that, they killed a half billion
dollar deal of buying subways, etc. Whatever virtues and merits
the Board can claim for itself, it may as well throw up its hands,
unless Tammany is prepared to do a little job of house cleaning.
Tammany needs to have the word Jefferson rubbed into it; and not
merely the word but the spirit and principles of Jefferson, must be
agreed to as being no monopoly, and no bureaucracy. On this
foundation, Tammany could build back—and perhaps quite rapidly.

CUSTOM HOUSE oath is a by-word; our assessors

regularly swear to assess all property at its full,
true, cash value, and habitually do nothing of the kind;
men who pride themselves on their personal and com-
mercial honor bribe officials and made false returns:
and the demoralizing spectacle is constantly presented
of the same court trying a murderer one day and a vendor
of unstamped matches the next!

PROGRESs AND POVERTY.

Opposed to Buying
Out Landowners

HE point that interests me is why certain individuals

in this country are in the happy position of holding
between 30,000 and 40,000 acres of undeveloped land.
Apparently they themselves do not want to use it. They
are practising a dog-in-the-manger attitude, and will
not permit it to be utilized by any other individual. Why
should the Government use the taxpayers’ money to buy
back what already belongs to the people? We were
assured by the Commissioner of Crown Lands that up to
date about 70,000 acres had been repurchased. I am
tatally opposed to the repurchase of land in any shape or
form. There is no justification for it, because usually
when the Government is in the market to repurchase
the price of the land is lifted against it. Not only that
the Government has to buy a big tract of country at an
average price. Quite a lot of it may not be suitable for
cultivation, and the result is that when people are placed
on the better portion the price of the land has to be loaded
to compensate for the inferior section, with the result
that many settlers are not able to make a success of their
holdings. The logical way of dealing with the question
is not to buy out landowners at the expsnse of the general
tacpayer, but to call upon all those owners who are in
possession of land which they do not use to pay the full
annual rental value into the public Treasury. When
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that is done it is no longer profitable for any person to
hold land for speculation, and legitimate users of land
will be able to get it, not by paying a fictitious price, but
by paying the annual value into the Treasury as they
should be able to do under a decent system of Govern-
ment. The Commissioner of Crown Lands at one time
had thoughts along these lines in regard to local govern-
ment purchases, if he did not have them in regard to
State purchases, therefore I hope he will see the error
of his ways and will in the course of time take these values
for the benefit of the people who have been responsible
for bringing them into existence.

Hon. E. J. CrAIGIE,
in the Australian House of Assembly.

An Interesting Analysié

HE landlords who absorb in all our Massachusetts

towns and cities the rental values created by the
presence of the people, and their lawyers who strive that
no legislation shall be considered that will modify this
taking public property for private use, are scheming to
advance once more through their agents in the next legis-
lature the idea of a sales tax. The state needs more money
for its destitute and underprivileged, and the absorbers
of social values in ground rents know that if a red herring
is not drawn across the legislative trail someone will be
calling attention to the special privileges they have so
long enjoyed, and the legislature may move at last to
take these public values for the public use. Naturally
the landlords will continue to abstract these values for
their own use as long as the law permits them to do so,
and do their utmost to fix and keep the burden of the pub-
lic revenues upon other classes of people. Their per-
petual cry, uttered on general principles, year in and year
out, is ‘“reduce the tax burden on real estate.” as if that
were not the proper place for it! By professional and
perpetual groaning over the “burden’ on real estate,
they influence people to think in those terms and con-
tinue their monopoly. Reiteration of a single idea dead-
ens independent brain action,

Wellesley is not a settlement of privileged persons,
and its heads of families should be alert to see that its
representatives in the legislature do not yield to the pres-
sure of the landlords to impose a sales tax upon them.
Wholly aside from the physical nuisance of paying such
a tax is the rank injustice of its incidence upon the poor
and people of small incomes. The larger the family the
greater the burden, and the smaller the income the heavier
the percentage of the load. To the thoughtless it seems
easy to pay, but actually it is the means by which the
men of wealth transfer their tax load to the backs of the
working people. In order to illustrate just how this
works out, I want to show by the following table just
how this tax affects the various income classes. The

table was prepared by the research bureau of the Kansas
State Legislative Council:

AMOUNT OF VARIOUS RETAIL TAXES TAKEN FROM
DIFFERENT INCOME GROUPS

Proportion Approximate Amount
INCOME of income per year per $1,000
affected of income
Excluding Including
food, food,

3 per cent tax 3 per cent tax
$1,000 and under 60.9 $8.22 $18.27
$1,000 under $2,000 58.6 7.92 17.58
$2,000 * $3,000 49.4 8.61 14.82
$3,000 * $5,000 42.9 8.43 12.87
$5,000 * $10,000 39.3 8.67 11.79

$10,000 * $25,000 31.7 7.23 9.51
$25,000 * $50,000 2252 5.43 6.60
$50,000 * $100,000 18.4 4.86 §5.52
$100,000 ** $150,000 15.5 4.11 4.65
$150,000 “ $300,000 1251 Snl2 3.63
$300,000 “  $500,000 4.2 1.08 1.26
$500,000 *  $1,000,000 2.5 .63 .75
$1,000,000 and over 1.0 .24 .30

Michigan has a 3 per cent tax applying to every kind
of commodity purchased, including food. This means
that the workingman with an income of a thousand dol-
lars or less pays at a rate 60 times as great as that of
the man who enjoys an income of a million dollars or more.
The people of Michigan should unite in a demand to secure
the repeal of this vicious tax scheme, just as those in New
Jersey, Kentucky, and several other States have done.

Let us nip this rotten proposal in the bud in our state,
and not wait until we feel the pinch of it before we awaken.
FRANKLIN WENTWORTH, in Wellesley (Mass.) Forum.

Presentation of the Death Mask
of Henry George at Princeton

N Sunday afternoon, October 31, 1937, at beautiful

Princeton University, alma mater of Woodrow Wilson,
the fortieth anniversary of the funeral of Henry George
was observed. It was also the occasion of the formal
presentation to the University of his death mask, cast
in bronze by direction of Mrs. Anna George deMille.
The mask will take its place in the Laurence Hutton
Collection, which includes masks taken from nature,
either before or after death, of Bobby Burns, Schiller,
Beethoven, Lincoln, Walt Whitman, the third Napoleon,
Coleridge, Wordsworth, Thackeray, Mendelesohn, Cavour
and many others.

The Committee in charge of this meeting, of which Mr.
Frederic Cyrus Leubuscher was Chairman, included:
Professor Robert Ball of Princeton University, Daniel
Carter Beard, Terese F. Burger, Harold S. Buttenheim,
Dr. S. Solis Cohen, Dr. John Dewey, Hon. Charles R.
Eckert, Whidden Graham, Bolton Hall, Dr. John Haynes
Holmes, Professor Lewis Jerome Johnson of Harvard
University, Joseph Dana Miller, Dr. Walter Mendelson,
Professor Broadus Mitchell of Johns Hopklns University,



