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REPORT OF SPEECH BY

MR. E. J. CRAIGIE, M.P.

My, URAIGIE ( ¥ am sure we
have sl Jistened with great pleasnre to the
inferesting discourse by the honoursble member
for Adelaide o reviewing the political sifns-
The Governer’s Speech provides » very
wide opportunity for members fo deal with
vitally affset the welibeing of
i afterpoon I propose o offer

b regarding  Gerner

5 Speech amd then 1

tiom,

matiers which

Australia, T
& fow words
clanses in ths
shall proceed to make an effort to veply to the
gtatements made by Mr. Hawmilen sud probably
shall fimish off by offering & few words along the
Yines whick I believe fo be in the best intorests
The Attorney-General langhs when
4 se he resiises thad if he does
aeguirg somet seonomsically somnd, somoe-
thing which will stapd a very seapching imvests
gation, then this is the guarter of the ouse
» he has to look to geb that relinbls

to wl
Information.

(Hauge § of the Governmor’s Speech refers o
the smount of money saved in regard to pay-
ments for opemployment rellef, Every member
is pleasad te kneow that the number of pereons
$u rveceipt of relisf has besn reduced from
31,400 to 23,360, and that the expendiburs ou
refief has been redused from £7,600 to £6,200
per week, but when we realise that the Iatier
swm ppproximates £306,000 per annum we mush

agree that in any yvoung country such as Seuth
Apstralia, with its wonderfol natural resouvees,
it i a standing disgrace to the Parliaments
of the past to think that the legiglation of
this coundry hag produced suck a lamentable
gtate of aifairs.
The Hou B W,
il to legislationt?

Jeffrias—Do

My, CRATGIE-T am coming to the alloes-

tion of the blame in dae eourse and will nob

averlook the Minister’s ghare, In dealing with
the outlock for primary indusiriss an opbimistio
is stroek in clauze 8 of the Governor’s
Hpeech, We ars fold that with fhe execlent
rabus and ressonable prices thers is
that oux primary indesgtries will ultimately
yegnin much of their fommer prosperity. T do
not think that there i much in the way of
optimism for ouy prmary ndustriss, Undenbt
edly these indusbries have suffered eonsiderably
beeanse of climatic econditions heing wnfavour-

you blame if .

itile dowbf

Y

the fww prices rubing for primary
thad, notwith-
and

frat amy

r the advers
the low prices for products, the mgin reason
for the uniortunsie posilion of the primary pro-
which hag In-

conditions

o

ducers iz beeause of legislation

the

soconder  of  Bhe
moticn indicate that thers wie anything to be

much nesded re-
ction,  We eanvob

to-day the farmsr

dome in bringing about

I the ecst of
wwiy from
ig oin the wnforbimate pesition of being
pelled to sell the prodmet of big labour
geas ip an open market, but he s foreed to
buy all higerequivements i o clesed mavke!
high prices for them. Be-
congiderable

du

Lo
Gver-

snd pay arbifieial, !
sange of that he is suffering 2
handicap, and it cananot be galngaid that these
are taxer

eugaged in privary industries to-day
for the benefi of the mannfacturing indusiries
of thiz Htate. We alse fud that those overseas
wmarkets ieh ony primary  prodocers  have
Tooked fo in the past ave elosing to us ene by
one on socount of the policy of the Common-
wealth Government. That poliey emdeavours {o
make ome way frafilc in trade. The Common-
wealth Government thinks that the peopls of
Angtralio san expori their surplus produets avd
gel! therm oversess bub is not prepared to sllow
thoss countries whick desirs to buy our preduets
to have the epportunity of sending pe goods
in vefurn, So we are faeed with a high fariff
policy, & policy of quelas and restrigtions which
ig bringing disaster upon thoss industries npon
which the mpational well-being of the Stats

depends, It is the duty of this Govermment,
irrespoctive of the faeb that it is lipked with

the national Governmeni rosponsible for this
seing that 1t claims Io represent the

policy,
producing taterest of ihe Biate, to enfer a
definite protest against the eoniinuvance of such
an unjust poliey.

In Clanse 11 of the Governor’s Speech we
are told that fhis session we nmmy expect the
roport of the Rovel Commizsion on Letteries.




My own opinion iz thoat we did not want this
Commiscion. If It wag pecsssary to find out
what was transpiring in the other Siates in
regard to this phass of gambling it eould have
been diseovered by the expenditure of & few
twopenity stampa. XE ig cerbainly striking a low
moral note when the Govermment of a sounbey
axpecty to financs the healing of the eick by
rovenne obiained by gambling methods, For
that reason ¥ shall look wifh 2 considerabls
amonnt of intavest fo the evidence gathersd,
and o what the intentions of ithe Govermment
will be when this groal pationsl guestion I8
handied this session,

We are told thet the Government, following
the lsad of Hussiz, is adopting a fve-year plan.
if, geems that fve-yvear plans are somewhat con-
tagions, This Sve-yenr resd plan may be good,
or it may nobt. Thronghout the eoopiry dis-
triets, particularly, there is the nesd for a great
expenditare of money on roads, and when {(his
plan iz put indo operation ¥ hope that the Anzae
Highway will not be the first to be reconstruched
mnd the country reads lefi ontil the end of the
five vesrs. Az Anzas Highway is suffielent fe
serve the needs of the aristocrats whe use it for
a lomg whilp yet, any roads cypendifore ghonld

be an country roads that ave in & dsplorables
state. Counlry people pay a considershie

smeunt of the motor faxation, which was in-
tended o provide good reads, and they have
Just za rouck right to cousideration sz city
people,

Mr. Hamilion—Whe are the aristecrats you
spoak of§

M {(BAIGIE—The honourable member for
East Torrens is one. I could wention ofhers,
but time will not permit me fo deal with the
amalier things of Mfe this afterncon. Para-
graph 18 of the Jovernor’s Spoech forecasis
an bnproved Milk Sapply Bill. Of course, the
Speech gives no indieation of the lines H iz
Hkely to follow, bui I presume it will be along
the game moncepolistic lnes ag that previcusly
before us. It will be inferesting to ses whether
thig Bill will previde for the sgneezing out of
the small milk dealsrs in the interests of the
big interssie In the imdustry. I shall look
forward with great interest fo this measure,
and expest to bave & few words to say when it
is infroduced.

A bedanced budget is one of thomre things
which make an appesl fo every individual,
and much politieal eapital has beep made out
of the balanced budget and the mmall surplus

3

we had last fAnsneinl year. Every member, of
course, approves of the budget being balapeed,
but thers is snother mide to the pieiurs that is
not emphagised. Although there 38 o tendeney
tg thisk that prosperity I8 siready with us i
Bouth  Auvstralin—thet  we  Bave  wery
definifely turned that finanelsl sorner of which
we have heard so mueh In and cab of season
—what i carefally coneeaied iz the faet that
every penny of faxsiion wrung from the weallh
producsry of this State during the lngt finaneisl
year waz aboul gne and o guarier million pounds
short of the swm needed to pay the inferest on
the South Australian debi for the same pear.
In view of the ameunt we rocsived in grants
from for dissbilities we
suifer I do nob think we have mueh reason to be
pleased aboub the balinsing of the badget

the Commpuwenlih

Homilton-—The ether Btates have done
nothing.

My, CRAIGIE One State at » time Iz gquite
encugh for an ordipary mdividusl. Supermen,
such  ag the honovvable member for Kast
Torgeng, may be able fo handle three Stafes at
z time.

The Iom, B. L. Butler—3arely the honour-
sble member does nol suggest that we showid
pay the whole of our intevest Lill oul of faxa-
tion?

My, CRAIGIE—IL will make my suggestions
in dus course, snd the Premder will probably
benefit therefrom, Clange 22 indieates that we
are to have a uniform Tocome Tax Assessment
Bl and the draft of that Bl was ecireulated
at the end of last session. No doubd uni-
formity, If we are to vetain the income {fax, is
very desirable. Isstesd of introdueing a Bill
for & uniform system, howeeer, we should infro-
duee one to abolish thai tax altogether, beenumse
it iy undovhtedly one of the worst systems of
rajsing revenue ever desiomed by the ypind of
man, a8 i works injuriounsly on every member
of gociety in the exact proportion that ke con-
fributes to produetion. The harder 2 man worky
aad the more he contrvibutes fo production, the
maore i he regarded as an enemy to seclety,
and fined becanse of his indusiry. There are

one or two ofher itoms in the Governor’s Bpeech

with which T shall geal lafcr, bet ai thiz stage
T oropose to deal with zome of the points
raised by Mr. Hamilton, The honourable mem-
kor opencd by saving that H was loss of confi-
dence that brought abeout the deprossion, and
that thiz eould mot be dlsputed. He gplac
stressed the fach that during his travels abroad




a8 soon 28 he set foot on foreign soil the news.
paper reporters, apparently knowing that o dis
tinguished visibor was in the disiriet, ap-
proached hime and asked where he came from,
When they learned that he was from Seouth
Australia they gaid, “7OR, that is the State that
has balanged s budget.’’ 1t is pleasing io
know that Houth Anstralia is so well advertized
fn  foreign  coundries, amd that all those
foreigniers vecognised Mr. HMamilion en sight.
However, it would have been more inberesting
had the honvurable member, when speaking of
that serplus of about £30,000, said that but for
the heavy windfall which came to the Treasary
from the beiting tax, instead of a surplas we
womld have had o deficif. 1 think, therefore
that he has nothing to feel pleased sbout on
that phase of the question. He weni on fo deal
with the evergreem gquesiion of unemnplovmen:,
ig at hiz best when desling with

and perhaps
a question of that nature, although T certainly
disagree with hiz econtentions. MHe sald, ' What
is wanted is 5 general idea ameong the popula.
tion to provide service and the goods and things
which peepls want.’” It iz quibe all wight o
provide goods and servicss, but if there iz an
eeoncrnie system which has the affest of denying
to hundreds of thousands of people the right
to produce either goods or gervices o exchangs
for those things which Mr. Hamilton thinks
should be produced, how san unemployment be
dealt with along thoge lines? e said, #FIt is
safe and wise then fo gpend money,”” bat T think
ke iz suificienily acgoainted with the gnestion of
production to know thatl money is not sswpally
handed out o individuals unless they have en-
ard as long as we
Australin whe are

gaged in  produetion,
have 300,000
denied the right of earning their livelihood
they will not have money fe spend and
there will not be that demand for goods awd
services which there would be
economie sysiemn, He alse said YTt ix uiterly

peiple  in

ymder a troe

mpossible B0 ewre thiz problem.’? I would
not Iike {0 be of
He claimed to be a stuedent of ceopomie doe-

smeh 8 pessimistic vature,

whe unde the funds-

As ons

frines,
mental principles of political economy, surely
he dees not th that the natural order of
society is fthat some people shall be eonstently
memployed and depondent npon charity for a
right fo gain thelr livelihood? If that is the
brand of economics be subseribss o ke has
my deepest sympatiy,

My, Hamilbon—Y¥ou are only séating the
problem without one word as fo s solution,
the gsame a8 you always do.

Mr. CRAIGIE-—Of eourse the hopourable
member iz In the happy posifion of being able
to state z problem and ite solufion in one
breath. 1 have nob yet resched that high slan-
dard of oratory, but if the honourable member
will be patient for a little while T will ew-
deavonr te give the selution. We know that
this probicm of unemployment i3 not one that
has jest arisen. It has been with us for a
iong time and before giving my idess as fo
how it showld be deadt with may ¥ po back, for
the benefit of the henewrable member, o the
aneient Iistory of this Btate, and tell him what
transprred then in vegard o unemployment.

Mr. Ilamilton—7I ean remember it, and men
were cmployed ab 48 64, & day.

Mr. CRAIGIE-Four shillings and pixpence
4 day thex was worth more than the basie
rate ito-day, because legislators at that time
aid mnobt tax the food and clothing of the
peoples in fhe swme onfair wanmer that they
do now. In a parsgraph in the *° Advertiser®’
headed “FFifty YVears Age”’ T noticed that the
problem of wnemployment Wi presect them,
sy I took fhe trouble io lsck up the news-
papors of that period fo see what happened.
1 find that an wpemployment meeting was held
in the Adelaide Town Hall on Mav 13, 1386,
The Mayor of  Adelside presided.  Mr.
Chements

That « vigorcas public werks policy i imme-
dintely neeessary to raise the colony oung of il
present diffieuity, and fo meel our defivit and
the Jand fax be inereased.

I oam sure that that will mset with My
Hamiltor’s approbation, Mr. Clemenis said
The main gquestion was the land tax which

&) 1o

was #til) badly anderstood, slthough it was
hundrads of wears old, . . This colony

was suffering from the faet that hondreds of
thonsands went into the pockets of the land-
holders who did mot live here. Tinder ihe
present laws many joen would make Fforfunes
ot ol the present depression by buving land
cheaply and holding it fu  thelr possession
il they could sell i i @« high priee.

The moiion was seconded by BMe, J. Koan.

Mr. & B Fowler said that he was thoroughly
with them in the removal of sl B
food and the necesssries of T
thoroughly them in
deficieney of revenue by incressiog the land
tax. Thers was a Liberal of the right type
who had the courage to express so opinion.

bion Trom
e He was
waking  up the

with



My, J. 8. Banders advocsfed a progressive land
fux, that there should be no faxstion withont
represembation, and that cosfoms should be
perfoctly free. Protection waz all wery well
for the manufacturers and others interested
in the property of the eolony, he saild, but the
abouring class did not come in that eategory,
and had to go where it best suifed them. Tha
Hon, W. E. Bimoms, ML.C, said that they
wanted & land tax and morve taxpayers. He
had wveted for the land fax is the Jionse and
e wonkl vote for it again when he got the
chance. He 4id aol believe In & property fax,
because It only inguricusly affected the thrifi
of the country, and would lead people to keep
their money in their pockels instead of spend-

ing it oon provements on the land, Henzy
(e had poinfed this out cleswrly, and his

Wl
&

throughout contained o great Jdeal of
msense,  The molion was earried.
What would we imagine to-day i we found
wastnbers of another place speaking af o meeting
of unemployved peeple st the Adelaide Town
wirgresting ghonid be
It

suech real, soumd

¥
<&

made by e of
other maet
i . PEall on yoh 25,
IRRG, the Hon. De Oampbell, MG, being n
the chair. Mr. J, Clemonds, of the Working
Men’s Politienl movement, moved :—

That in the opinion of this weeting i 3
sbsolutely necessnry  that Parbament be ab

dent with the com-
sssion mow existing and for the
ing works of a sessonal and
reproductive character, and that it is desirable
that the dulles om the necessaries of life he

Hod  together to

abolishad, and in lien thersof an inevease in
the land tax.

He said that they professed to go im For
proteciion to assist the working man., It was

not protection at all that they adeoseated. The
tariff had been p

ted part

&

voomust insist upoen  thes dand bax being
inerenged and the being taken off the
Ll

af Food
Wy, 8,0

soeonitad the
another gooed

Horst
., MLF,
when the Porty was Iberal
i oname, said:—

Togn to the remow
rigs of ],‘s‘.fix T

o

saotion.
Liberal, in the days
a5 well as

v

of duties from
had fought eon-
on

of duties
of  dut

iiom

]

bad got into such s dreadfol muddle that every-
thing it was possible fo tax wowuld have fo ba
tazed, and the land would have o hear s very
mueh gresier pottion than iz the past,

The Reverend A. Tummbull supported the
motion.  Mr. Archibald said.—

1 was time the working wen were consideved.
There was not any other part of the world
where any statosman would fax the people’s
food. . ., The fax on Ffood should not he
allowed to last for anoiher howr. Any Tross-
arer eonld get revenue by ineressing ihe land
tax.  Whatever indusiry was pinched in this
eonnnnity the loafing landowsers wonld nod

suffer. An increased land tax would destroy
weanopoly, It wonld throw the lapd intoe the

market amd keep fthe price down., The esuse
of ail the mischief in the English speaking
world wasg land monopolies,

The Hen, G W, Cotton, MG, advoecated
g progressive land tax ss the Tairest mode of
raising The was  carried
wnanimouely, and o deputation was appointed
fo present it ie the Premier, the Fon J. W,
Downer, Ad that time, when the unemployment
question wis reeciving sorious consideration at

T mobion

SEOTHRE,

nut seggestod that the meang of fnding rolief

should be by placing further hurdens wpon those
whe were siready enrrying foo heavy a sharve,
bt that the revenus should he faken from ifs
natural
ted.

My, Bobinson—

BOWICES

the valnes whick peopls had

GERR

e were more single tavers

in s days than iz the eage now.

My, CRATGIE—There were a sumber of
people il that fime who had strong sympathy
with the mwovement and w not afraid to
express i We have 2  mnumber io-day
who, in public Hfe, are in gympathy with
i, but bave not the coursge thab  the
men had i dhose flmes.  We  were 018

by Mr. Hamilten thei we had sghown the
Awmericans and other people a plan on the
fondamental prisciples  of political economy.
He waid that when b wag asked about ¥ he re-
phiod that everybody was asked to make smerk
flees; and those peopls overseas them said that
ihey wished they had adopted this poliey alse.
They were Interested to know ithat duving the
deprassion ull peopie i Austealia bad mads

gnezifices. T wonld sirongly urge the honourable
member o make g very carcful investigation
of the balance-sheets and refvrng of the Glass
Manufseiuwring Company, the Cement Com-
paxdes, the Bugar Tompany, and many others,

and them he would be in & posifion o say




whether there had been equality of gaerifice, ar
whether the sacrifice wai ‘not mainly on the onme
side—on these whe ceuld i1 sfoed 3, and whe
wers expected to make ssorifices, while resipi-
antz of privileges eﬁééa%‘e:rec{, during the yours
of the depression, te entrench themselves more
firmly in the privileges they enjoyed. As ome
who believes in the fundamentsl prineiples of
politieal ccomomy, Mr. Hamilion went o %o
guote Professor Giblin as saying that as soon
a8 confidence wag in a fair way fo being re-
stored mwoney would flow along is natpral
course. He proceeded to show that the vestera-
tion of confidence bad oecurred in Australis
beesuse, first of all, there had been a pavment
of a bonus of £1 ax ounce on gold produstion.
I think that the less the honourable member has
fo say aboni the bonug on geld the betfer it
will be for him as & represcniative of East
Torrems. We kmow that the money used for
the payment of a bounty en the preduction of
gold was taken mainly by the Federal Governe
ment gut of the 40,000,000 inzatien which
was levied on the necessities of the people
of this eonztry. I iz & fondamental
principle of politieal ecconowy not to levy
heavy and wajust faxaticn upon the necessities
of life to give & benus for the produstion of
goid, He went on to say that we were indebied
e the professor for that exposition on the
principles of politival ceonomy. My experiemcs
is that the orthodox professor of politiesl
economy presenis his matier in sochk o manmer
that by ihe time you get to the end of B you
do not ramember what was in the front part of
i, and you get inte soch 2 hopeless tangle that
you de not understand whai he means; and he
cerfainly does not understsnd what he menns
himgel?, if you judge him by his writings,

Mr. Hamilbon—
mists sre of sny valve ox
adherents.

Mr. CRATGIE—I am ghnd that the hopour-
able member hag recoguised that trath. If he
recognises that mach thers is still hope for him.
I am hoping that, as the days go by, with the
comgtant dvip of ceonemic troths 1 will fmpose
on Bim from time fo time he will ab lust
out and be ag valiant s choampion of sconomie
principles as he wis In days gone by, He said
that ke did not wand to sty me npon what be
ealls the fendamenial principles of politieal
Whether he wante to stir me up or
aot, ¥ oeropone to give gome Taety which, T think,
will be much apprecisted by bim. T tender him

eording to vow no eeonc-
eyt Fourself and yonur

SO

EEOTOTY.

a very sineers vole of thanks feor providing me
with the jumping-off growsd with regard fo the
gpeeeh T am delivering.

¥ pow coine to whab is the stromg point with
Mr. Bamilbon, in regard fo the last clestion
for Bast Torrens, the Leader of the Opposition
suid that Mr. Honilton’s pardy 234 not record
a majoerity, to which Mr IHamilten repliied,
I kave studied stalistics
7 little, and In my study of the refures
for the last elestion T have mnever been
able to understand exactly how fthe skate-
ment of the honowrzble member fthai his
parky  sesnred 2 majority  eonld  siand
fogiead investigation., In locking through the
figures I found that of fthe fotal nummber of
people who were entitled to vote 58.48 per cent.
went to the poll, and of that pereentage the
Libersl and Country Party eandidates sesured
34 per cent, It will be seen that it canwoi, by
sny strefeh of Imagination, be logically clrlmed
that that party secured & majorily.

The ian, G F. Jenking—1Iy had & majority
of those who voted.

My, CRATGIE—No., OF the tobal of 175,754
woteg ol the Idberal and Conmiry League

SOOF course we 4id. 70

rod 63,158 —roughly 2 frifle more than ove

s
third, In the Hast Torr
the Liberal and Country Party secared $137
yotes and the Laboe Party 11,225, OF conrse,
in dealing with this question, I am not over-
looking fthe fact that the honourable mewber
szid, ‘Dut, what is the process of reascning
which an elector goes through when ho iz pre-
pared Lo vole under the prefeventinl system?™”
I think that the honourable member
anough ic know that wunder fhis prefere
hvbrid gvstem we have In opersfion fo-day i
is not sny use of a voter attempling fe go
through s reasoming process.  He reaily has fo
wnderge & principle of compulsion.  When he
goes to the polliag hooth he ressong af Tollows:
C8uch snd such an individosl iz the man T
degive to vepressab wy intereats and T do not
want any other.”” Bul becapse the element of
compulsion is intreduced b the votlng sysbem
that man is compelled to cast hig wote for an
opposing lepizlater, with whom, to uvse g com-
mon phrase, ke would wnob wish to be found
dead in the same paddock,

The Hewm G ¥, Jenkins—Ioes the honour
able member suggest that he wanitg fo be found
desd in s prddock?

Mr. CBATGIE—IL am not suziows fo be
desd anywhere, but T am aexious to see g b
gystem  of voling  establi at the esslie

district we find that

is wise
tiak




ppportuniiy; snd I would weleome the honour-
able member’s assistance, knowing that he is
oneg of those whe stand strietly for prineiples
of justies and morality. For thai reason, 1
Feel sure that when the BRIl dealing with the
question comes belore us he will not be found
in the eamp of those who desire to diefranchise
o grest numb of peopls opnder the siagle
slectorate sy bat come  under the
banter of preportional vepreseniation, which
i the only true democraiic system. Being
demoerng of fhe first water, 1 rely with eondi-
dence upon his vote,

The & B, Jepkins—And wmder that
sysiem there will he no eompulsory preference.

Mr. URATOLE—Thers will be no eompulsory
preferenes wnder proportions! voting. We will
allow 2 person his choiee and allow him io
stop when he fecls he has had suffeient.
My, Hamilton was good enough to say that the
Labor Party 4id not know exacily what was
going to happen in regard to proportional repre-
gentation. He said someihing about Polly pud-
ting the kettle on and Sukev faking it off again.
He did atress the fach that the Labor Parly was
eonspicuons for putting the poliey SOme
ancther. AL least we can say that it
did nst vy to have two opposite hings in its
poliey at the one thme, ss did the Liberal and
Country Leagae in 1813 wher it had siagle eles-
tovates and effective voting on the one platform.

will

Fon.

on ab

time or

the ¥ kad that knowledge which i is
supposed fo possess IE must have kanown that
the policy of singls eloetorates wos the natuyral

antithesis of effective voting, Vet, we are faced
with the picture of a groab political arganiss-
fion coming oub with o pringed poliey referving
to single electoratey and effestd The
hopourable member showid fivet poi his own
house in order imstead of finding fault with the
other Farty, BMr. Hamilton sald I had ¢
denvoured, with more or Tess success, to prove
to some ents i teast that pro-
portional repregentation iz a doetripe that will
cure all the ills of the body politic. 1 have
sonvineed them to the cxtent that there 35 5 big
itly demaosy
recognise thai, slthoeugh there are mombers of
spclety In that area who hold politiesl opintons
pormitied
to express those views nnder proportional repre-
gentation. They do net t
all the politieal
ghould be all
fioor of €h

ing !

of wy eonst

section in my distyiet suffick itie to

different from their ows, thoy will be

ink that they possess
and that they alone
awed io axpress thelr v on the
That irine of pro-

virtues

!!"?j’,“]

7

portional representation. It gives %o the other
fellow the same righi of having hiz views re-
flected in Parliament as he cdalms for himself,
it 3% the only system thst has beom discevered
ap to the present that will produce that efect.

Mr. Hamilton—Whkat
‘Wales?

Mr, CRAIGIE—I have spoken about propor-
tionnl represenbation previowsly in this House,
and my specches can he Tound in “*Tansazd.”’
Later ¥ will show that proportional representa-
tiom was removed from the Statute Hoek of
New South Wales by Mr. Hamilfon’s poltiisal
friend, the Hon. J. T. Lang.

Mr, Hamiion—It wag removed by agreo
between both parties.

Mr, CERAIGIE-—It

ahout New Houth

mend

&

was not.  As a matier of
was takew 4% vyoles were

fact, when the vobe

,tzusrm% }?cumv *‘ar
rtlon 3l representation,

the retention of pro

The Fon G F Ju‘élkl!kh"*’*:’?&.l“(ﬁ you sure thak
it was oot g protest againet the proposed seheme
of proportionsl represemiation?

My, CRATGTE—No., Mr, Bavin, the Leader
of the Naticnslist Party at the time, said:—
Bafore ﬂw Bill finally leaves this Iiouse I

; that it rn‘pre%c‘nth 5 diveet efforg

on t?w 'pent of Government fo prevent the
frowm represented  aegording  to
cnts an effort gn the part

he

heit

y. It repres
Gznm nnrent  to Fwist electoral
to its own interests. Any Govern-

p mh.wh to secure any political interest socks
¢ the electoral machinery of the country
- olectors from vecording the true posi-
tioe s g teaitor to every demceratin pringiple

Mr. Hamilion-—What did Sir Oeorvge Foller
sayd I quoted it Jast thme and you cavefully
jgnored ik

My, ORAIGYE—You will

find that I deald

- with the statement of Sir George Fuller, which
. &

" Archdsle Parkhill eame out with

was taken by you from bwo pamphlets prepared
by My Arehdale Parkbhill, You did not tell the
sion that the National Party

Fouse on that owcs
gt the elgetion usder proportional veprogen-
and that Mr. Archdale Parkhill pre-
a pamphiet axposing what be considered
the evils of preportionsl repres
tion, when the }

tation

prared
te hig
At the next ole
went i wnder Py wnzl re
pemphlet was dsswed. AT the
tion when the Natiomal Party Iost again,
another
T4 was only when the Nutionalists had
the polle that o pamphled

‘?'%Cnf’lul(m, piid]
following else
Ty,

BaM-

phlet.

a  rebuff  atb




"was issmed. I know sz much about the New
Bouth Wales position as he honoursble mem-
ber doss.

Mr. Hamilton—Bub you do ned know any
more,

My, CRAXGIE—Y am quile prepored fo
admit that I do not kaow aby move, bup 1

do elaiss eredit for expressing it in the way
the thing was pui, and not taking the opposite
Fiew,

Mr. Hamilton—The fael
parties agread {o ite abelit
that very well.

My CRATGIE—The honourable member savs
that both parties agreed fo the abolidion. ¥

remains that both
ion and you know

#0, why were 43 volez cast in one diveetion
and 57 in another?

My, Hamilton—There was 2 varintion in the
gqueation.

Mr. CHAIGTE—That i something whieh

you cannot geb over.

Mz, Hamilton—Inder
went.

Mr. CRATGIE—My honowrahbie friend should
be pieased fo be in the company of the Hon.
J. T Lang, and of people who refuse to have
demoeratic representatinn.

uny circhunstanges, it

The
elee-

Mr. Hamilion—That does not matier.
system you advoeaic was tried over three
tisns and it was subsequently disearded,

Ao

¥
}i,i 3 FVLx &

URAIGIE—IT is true that if was fried
and was put down simply beesuse it took the
power out of the hands of the woederground
engincers in the Party and the
hands of the electors, who slwavs should have
i, Mr. Hamifton also spoke aboub the Pro-
portional Represcatation Sroup, established

this Bfate, *‘comprising single tavers, Bouglas
Crediteors, mombears of the W CV’E”‘,'U., inflation
4 num-

et if into

be
the
ram ;zl

have iz
B

g ciated with
Bepresentation Groap,  The
have not ved neither
u’iaimn ar defiation parties,

Py ;mri iomal

foined,
It

nYEGein

(..d Iteers

iz nod oa

of how tegd

S5 misy parties
ether or aot the priy

I ofinish 1 ¢

are

CTE -

L uo doubt,
that th
that

H hm o

asgeriod

hon

a te ehange sy opinkong under
b ances, and whether right or wrong
¥ consiz v stick to them, ¥e akso indicated
that he thoaght there wonld soen be 2 ¢ WNo-

paety 77 Daxt) ed in the Hemse, o
doubl he seex the writing oo the wall. T ean

“will weleome the time

wnderstand his fears regarding the advent of
an independent party. ¥ sympathise with him
in his belief that before lomg he may be
gated fo political checurity. Nevertheless,
¢ not be downhearted. e sald he was
whether I should be Tressurer to
this mew *‘No-party’’ Party (overnment, He
felt that be eould wot put me in that respon-
gible position as it wonld wever {do to have me
as Treagurer, heeange T would immediately
apply the peinciples of single tax and sweep
away all our water fax, wy
ny  ather and ﬁne regult
he that 1 weuld not get encugh revenue

It i
general public they ceriainly
when ineome tax and all
he swept into oblivien. I am
arrived for that fo

worde rxn(r

VELGOLELE ral

things,

ahout

e PR
the minds of the

know anvthing

cther tames will
afraid the fime

happe the honoyrsble meember suge
gosts that if we were fo porform an act of
eeonomie  justice and remove the burden of

taxation B would not be sufficiont to meet the

epse, lot me guote an {%X(’-f‘]m i suthoriby.
When spesking on h(,. I A fkmmm?}(%t
31 on Oetober 11, 1888, My, I{_: wha

Then n o member of t.hc- Vietorian Parlig-

ment saidi-o-

Im ¥ had parted with our
Taxds, we eould do n thsolutely without any taxa-
tion whate wer, bocanse the remt of land thet
would be e »d from the lands in th 2
boroughs, snd counk distriets  would l)b
sufficient to provide for all the necessities of
the Btafe without placing any burden on the
community at all.

We moTs

enl lony, G T

In o later epeech on the Bill, he demonstratod
that hie knew thore was o fondamental diffar-
ence lgnd and the products of Inbowr.
Here words s
Lond wag different frow any othor form of
ry.  Land w what the people rméh
on aud all wse 6 some fims or other

hotween

are his

i livex,  If they van short of boots, they
eould put om more wen, mers m‘whmsm open
new momrw?y ang pm{hwe a8 many ?mofn a8

they 1(*({111?0(‘1 in & oshord gp of time; hut i
fh*mwh perEons
i it, ihu couid
If o land

'M-s.ﬂli der

HOTO

not prodied 3
iy were bwmposed in fh;* ke
mare than the compulsory purchase

thers B y i dn 2 natural and sutomatie
wonld open wp, nod & few small
sally the whole country.

Ry, Ha wrong with that?

My are  stolesmanlike
uiteranc am pleased {0 note thai st some
time du Mr. Iamilion




has vealised thai there iz & jusbt wmesns of
My one regrat is that he
hiss so far fallen frem gruce that during 1806
he iz no longer publicly advoeating the great
prineiple which he ezpoundsd st that time.
Mr. Hamilion's speech on the Vietorian Budget
on Augmst 29, 1808, wae 2 wuch better effort.
Om that oveasion he said i

1 dpubt if fthe Government have sver fully
recognised the true eeonomic value of fhe fax
on vmimproved land valoes. Now, sir, 1 want
to say that the land tex is indeed a revenne

eollecting revenue.

produstog maching, but ¥ is not only that.
It difers from all ofther {awes in the respeet

that, while other taxss have the one effect of

taking money from the people and making
i poorer  thereby, the great majority of

people are benefifed by its Gmposition. They
are bemefited, first, becaose it tends fo eopem
ap & grest quantity of land whieh iz closed for
yurposes of productieon; snd; seeondly, because
it tskes bordens off a large pumber of the
DECE and enables the amouni so released
tee he nsed in commeree, whersas sther iaxes
tuke money and use it for the purpose of
FOTEINIIent.

That was an ezcellemt slatement znd I eone
gratulaie him for having ab that perlod seem
aarly throngh dark  glasses as
apparently ho is deing fo-day.

Mr, Hamilbon—It i ke =
W,

Mr., CRAICTIE—Yes, it is most refreshing.
I hope we shall see & comversion take plaece
here whick will be sadvanisgeons to  Mr
Hamilton snd the conemunity gemerally., Com-
timning his speech on the Vistorian budget,
My, Hamilten said:—

The tax on unimproved land values has one
redeeming featnre, ¥ i has no other, that the

and ot

54

giasa of good

landlord camnot transfer I on fo the tenamnt.

In past discussions in the Tlouss when T sug-
gested those primeciples put forward by My
Hamilton years ago, it was stated it would not
benefit the preat mass, becanse if revenue were
eollacted From those seurces it would witimately
be transferred. He gquoted John Stuari MR
on that oeeasion asd hiz  words ghould be
written, in letters of gold and placed in his
Party’s roosn for sil time. In proof of his
assertion he added this further testimony fo a
most  eonvineing and Jogieal speechio—

Ivstead of being an wnjust fax, the land
tax shines pre-gminently sbove sl other toxes
that were ever conceived by the mind of man,
ue the mosgi just of all,
That is an excellent sisfement.

My, Hamilton—That is not single fax

k]

My, CBATOTFT sghould bke fo know exaetly

what it i5. We musi presume when Mr, Hamil-
ten to-day sopporie other formg of tsxaiion that
it must be taxation he knows iz wnjuel. IMem-
bers, if they will reeall the day when tears were
shod in this Flonsge becawse it was proposed fo
remove 2 farthing lamd fax io give rellef to the
small struggling ontback farwers, will remember
T pointed out thst these poor shrugghng
formers, with 1,000 6f unimproved land valus,
wounld make 5 magnificent saving of £1 0a 10d.
n year. I peoinfed out, tos, that if we took
the King William Streel farmer, with one aere,
they would make a saving of £873. It appesrs
t the savisg is not fou the primury producer
who has everyihing fo gain, bot who insiead is
being mulet i faxaiion.
Hamiiton referred to the friendly debate
the Commissioner of Public Works and I bad
at Wilhmga, He said he was bound to confess
that, ss an impariial judge, Br. Craigle Toft the
hall “Cwithowt a single-fax feather fo Sy with,”?
hut that did not alfer hiy epinien, The impar-
tislity of Mr. Hamilton can be judged by the
fact thai he cceupied a front seat in the hall,
and when the Minister evidently quoted wrongly
frowm hiz notes he was able to prompt bhim and
put him right. Seme people said that B was
an fdication of soliusion in the preparatiom of
the notes, hub any person whe views i with an
aneritioal mind must say there was ne mpar-
Hiality.

Reverting to proportional represenmtation Mr.
Famitton s2id he wonld now deal with the more
serious aspeet of it He sald ¥ was grest only
guse of the magnitude sttached to it by in-

be
terested persems, snd that renlly it was & very
wnall sad mizerable thing, not worth all the dis-
eusgion it cansed. I it is & small and miser-
able thing it is a wonder that the honourable

meraber wagied his time and that of members
in dealing with it He would have members
helieve fhat no person of any particular stand-
ing would bave anything to do with the guos
. Be wag very good, when » member of the
torian Pariioment, @ guoting John Stuart
Bill as an anthority who conld be locked wp fo
sonsiderable respeet. T pay him the com-
vhiment of quoting Jobn Stuart Mill i regard
to tha prineiple of proportional representation.
This iy what Mill said o

I saw in thiz greai practieal and philosophizal
idea the greatest improvemesnt of which the
system of representative government is sus
eoptible; an lmprovement which, in the most
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felicitous manner, exuctly mects and earse the

grand, and what before ssemied the imherept
defeiel of the reprosentative cysiem; that of

giving to u pomeriesl mejortty all pewer, in-
stead of only » power proportionsl o is nam-
bers, and enabling the strongest party i
elude all weaker partieg froms making thelr
épinmns ¥ 1 the assombly of the naiion,
except thyough such opporiunity ss may be
given to thewm by the aceidentally mieqmﬁ dig-
iubhtzmx of o;’msmnq i Aifferent loealities. Te

st s nothing more than very imper-
fi‘ti palti Bad seemed gau%ibie; but Mr.
Ei’are g sy's affords a radies 'E“m:

for it ne lsss. in the pol
NN believe it has mspw"
reous whe have adopted 16, with
C! e ‘_‘:mguine hapes zespf:ahnf“ the
prospects of human soeiety: by frecing the
form of politieal ingtitutions towards which
sy i][we(s world ig manifestly and
3 v, from the clicf p[nt
«ec*m(:} to qua.?i.i"v or render doubtful, itg ulii-
mate hene Minorities, so long ag they vo-
i , are, and GE:ghf to '§_n\ sutyodad,
a k‘z“mg@ments which enable ﬂnv
lage of voters, amonnting to s eertain
rzumbe—:, ‘?v place i the legislature a represen-
titive of its own echolee, nilnorifies eannot be
sappressed. Tndepﬂmhm. opiniuns will foree
their way into the couneils of the nation, amd
make Themselves heard there, s thing which
often eamnot happen in the cvisting forms of
representative demoerzey; snd the logislature,
ingtend of belng weeded of individunl peenliari-
ties and entively made wp of men who simply
represent the erced of great politieal or reli-
gious particy, will comprise a large proportion
of the mosé eminent indisilual winds of the
eoantry, placed  ihere, without referenes #o
party, by vntom who appreciate their individunl
corinenes. I can undersisnd thab pevsons, other-
se intelligent, sheald for want of suofficient
dination, be repelled from Mr. Hare’s plan
hy what they think the complex nature of is
mazehinery,  Buob any one whe does uot fesl the
wand which the schome iz intended to sepply;

sayone whe throws it over us a mers theovetical
subtleby or croc ‘ho i, terding t6 so valuakle pur-
¢ : attenfion of practical

pose,
Men, MAy Ds prono mr&«é an ngompetent sbafes-
y wnequal to the polities of the future.

statement by the man Mr, Hamilton
éhm ty when dealing with the
i

That iz =
sefected as his an
I give him

any B does
eiple of

Pran ounesd an

proporiional

nat approve of the

representation  may ?3{% ineonm-

an, unsqual to the poiftics of &he

potent alaty
fuinre, A

nobler ma 1

o the equal of Mr. Hamil
lste Mr. B H. Asquith,
arl of Oeford, Fe galde-
I press upon f"he mer and women of all

partiey thai the frst and most uvrgent of all
e politiesd referm I the ﬁhdrﬁrrma.ht of the

life was the

misleading system, or Iasck of system, from
whieh we ure ab present suffering, smd the
substitution for i of propertional repysaeﬂta
fiom. .. .. .. .. .. Proportionsl representsa.
tion is an experiment . . which we ars
bound fo make, beeawss it supplies the omly
divect means of escape from the breakdown
and  even the bankrupler of the slestoral
machine,

Y we great Liberal Leader of
regontation was
i thab ecuniry, referved to the single
hods sdopted in Ghrest Britain as
which should not be sap-

That statement §
England, when j_ar(ap(sramna.i rey
debated
cloctornte 1z
the Inek of
porked,

My, Hamilten—IDo vos know whas the Lik-
erals told me whes I was in England?

Mr. CRAIGIE—No, and T advise the honour-
able member o keep i3 to himself., He san
give it fo the House when hg is spesking, [
Lhave another quotation by Mr. H. ¢ Wells
It appeared in the ““Westminster Gazeite’?,
Mr. Wells has produced many books equal fo
anything produced by Mr. Hamilion., ¥He 19
an author and thinker well kaown for his 0wt
line of Ilistory’” and other important works,
and although gentiemen like fhe henoursble
member for Fast Torrens might endenvony io
dizeredit him ke stands to-day as ome of the
greatest lesders of thouplt in  the world.
Wells said:—

Exeept . . . where they have proportional
representation and an approach of political
sanity, all the elections of the Brglisk-spenking
demgeracies are profoundly silly affairs. The
eopumon voler basn't o dog’s chance of express-
ing his real opinion of things. Seme organisation
or other put up a couple of eandidates for his
conztitaeney, and he votes for the one assesi-
ated with political leaders he diglikes and. dis-
tragts leazt. . . . The voler is generally in the
case of & man whe wanis to go shooting, amnd
is confromted with the choice of taking the
family Bible and some cartridges or a heiled
fow)l and a gun. The only elviiized method of
demoeraey i properiionsl represemtation o
large comstilmeness relwrning wany members;
thers iz no other method whick gives the indl
vidual voter & ressonable appmé*u‘:fy of ex:
ng His ven) prefevenes. It is fhe right
and ali other waye are wrong and bad,

¥ eould mooltiply
ghit o vs

r of grest les ;
wha have stood
: : Fhey point oui
the only one ﬁ*?zi{"h will give purely

of thou

that 1%

oo
Mr,

An ‘i n sz‘fﬁw‘"’f
1w that.
A

oy they

can qlm‘if‘ Just s many

yom  can

lave  not




My, Hemilton woield have uy believe that the
adopiion of proportionsl represemtatiom im
Germany was responsible for many politieal
partigs. Al the clections held in 1835 under
ihe system of single elsciorates 18 different
politieal parties sought the saffrage of the
people, so that he has not anything to safivise
regard  to proportiomal represenfation
when the seheme iz responsible for producing
12 different parties, as it &d in thet case
There have been many parfies in Germany sineg
the firsd election for the Relehstag in 18V
There were 21 parties in the last Belchstag
previous to the war, snd only 10 parties in the

with

firvst Reichstag of the German Hepublic. The
1 s of voling  differsd from the
true proportiomal rmethod. There were oauly

35 eonstiitueneies for ihe wheole of Germany,
average size heing 5,200 sguare miles. The
slector could only vole for o parly a5 such,
wnd not for am individual, The elector “Oied
for, swy, List 1, or for gome other Hst: and
for emch 0,000 votes recorded for a list, ean-
ddates were declared elected in the order in
whish they appeared on the list. It will thos
be sesn that the choice of the voler was very
restricted. The charges angainst the system in
Germany iz that po one party ever obisined
4. -majority of seafs, but that is hikewise frue
under: the single clectorate system from 187R
to 1814, It should alse be placed om record
that in no geseral eleciion
Hitler's party, the Maticmal Soeislists, poll an
absglute majority of voles. Even in the
election of Mareh 8, 1533, when {hers was no
froadom of speech except for the Hitlerifes
and their allies, when the newspapers and
political orgamisations of the opposition
parties wers suppressed, the National Boclnlists
polled only 44 per eent. of the voles.

L Utﬂmduy did

Tn Germany, the Reichstay could escaps from
the respon@ibilty of forwing s Government,
and did se, The respomsibility could be trans
ferred to the President, who had large powers
ander the sonstitution. The failere of the
purties in the Relchsiag to provide a govers-
sent led to the erestion of governments based
on the authority of the President, and thereby
facilnted the revolution. ¥t was bocsuse the
Reichsiag wonld not siand ap to its obligations
and trapsforred that power fo the President
that there is the present dictstorship. I is not
boesane of the restricted gvstem of proportiounsl
representation in speration.

Mr. I

[Htarin)

milfon-—They could nol gel o strong

it

fomant

My, CRAIGIE-=They ¢oilld have provided &
government had they made the atbempt, but as
the constituticn gave them powed te fransfer
repponsibility o the President they did so
] ;iémd ig angther counivy with = restricted
em. of  proportionsl  representation. The
mcmbuw of the Diet can only be nominated by
electoral  committies, composed of represents-
tives of Incal authovitics, and of varions come
mmereinl, imdustrizl, sgriculiural, professional,
The Benate is eom-
ird members appointed by the

and labeur organissiions.
posed of one

Pregident, =and the rsemaining  fwo-thirdy
chogen. by elechoral  colleger dlected by
restrieted frvawnchise. It is not right for My

Humilion to come here and endesvour o show
that proyiortional representation is responsible
for the dictatorship. The honourable member
referred to iy ag i another epuntry
t of proportional
systers of  propor-

rieh 5 sufl

List

The
tignal representation was adopted and used in
two sleetions in Italy in 31919 aond 1981 but as
it did not guit the purposes of dictatership

representation.

it was sbolished by Messolind in 1924, His
programme  requived = system  that  would
ensble bim fo elect a majority o parliament
whether he got the majority or mot. The new
eleation law in Iialv, appBed for the first time
r April, 1924, provides that two-thirds of the
seats shall fall te the Ilargest party, if that
party had polled mot less than 25 per cemb. of
the votes. The purpese of the law iz to snsure
that some one party (or combinafion of
parties) shall have o majority of seats in par
lizment, even if it does noib have a majority
in the comntry, Ti i destrable that ibiz prin-
ciple shall dud a permanent place in the laws
governing  the election of parliament? The
Rome eorrespondent of the ¢ Morning Poest’
April 7, 1924, said——C Tt i a dangerous law,
vendered innocuous for the moment oely by the
eertuinty of the FPaseist victory af the elee
tiong, "’ because of

it places in the hands of the minority,

It is dangevous the power
and of

n i holids ont for the formation

ahinations in order fo grasp that

power., It

offers no help where liberty

pre-
e of

fords ne

valls and, thevefore guids

valug o English king peoples, whilst i
Fealy itgelf i iz rog wﬁeél SVen  among
Fadel 2g  but & temporary  expedient.

amilion eonfended that s gz distriet a
minority has no right fo representation, and
shonld  go ont snd  endepveur to obtais 2
majority. How conld a misority ander the




wote  would be eust  agaiost
repr‘eﬁenmfim which is traly a

then

hig

7,
2 Gm‘itries

result should
tem bas

Butler—TFhe
whers the s

been Tr.,.
My, CRAIGIE
anzbysis this afterncon and

made g

faivly cowmplete
have gizve ansiysad
speeches.  The Premisr has
znd he was go satisfied that

it in previous

wivsed it also

he made an exeollent speech worthy of repro-

duetion by the Proportional Bepreseniation

Group.

Hon. K, L.
whersver it was put inte prac

tieal appplication

I was proved wrong.
-, URATGE
wnier there.  Ths

ihe
Promier appizentlv is net

is against

sonversant with all the fasts. The following iz the

canlt of the V g slestions held on Mareh
2, 1985 o—-In Allandsle digiried, Parkin {Unifed
Partyy polled
althongh 8,820 vote
In Hanpden digfe ning  ( United
Angtralin Party)

3,345 and

vikey

eloetnd, wors east againgt

heim,
was slealed with 3,489 volos,

sund 7018 vote digfranchised. In

o

O WETE

ra and  Bovung, Camercn (Country
votes and was elected, and
re were lefl wihout representafion,
a1l and MeBomald  (Comnbry

secured 43606 vo and was

Party) poled 2867

Hd o wois
In Siaw

Agarat,

slgetod
G, eleetod,
57 voters were disTranehizsed, The ve-

turns showed that in esch of those distriety wmen

16

with minerity votes socured representation 4;1(1

the majority wers disfranchised.

My, Shanpon—¥ad vour researches gome a
litile furiher-—

My CRAIGIE-In thad om
able o prado

T should have

[etei g
of i

more damping  evidencs
we single eleetorate s thar I am pro-
e fake Vietorin i
we fnd that at the last election 474
of thp

seats in the contested 4

dm—'?'ﬂg now, If w whole,

vitar,

per cant. voturs, seevred !

righy and 354,779

W or 4296 por eent. did not geb o singla
gtate of
. or 4276
have

ra;}z'ef;f-‘a‘ii:'u,w{h Tt is & shocking

T

7% vo

vobing which permiis 354,
t
reproseniative on

their

i’?(*ff)r\ woh to
the floor of the

.of the

BBV

BeY o6

House to

SR

4
i

A, Sharnopn.

ag object fo majoridy role?

Mr., CRAIGIE—If the honourable member
understood the principles of proportionsl repre-

sevtbnbion he wenld know thet 3 makes for

majority rule, but alse provides for the
representation  of mingrities, whish are dis
iranchised under every other system. At $the

eleciions in Oreat Brifzin on November 14,
1835, 11,792,352 voters supporiing the (Govern-
mrent partiey seeured 405 seafs in the contested
10,209,505 voters in the epposing
only 170 smeats. Yo the 13
scuthern counties the Government parties, with

2000000 votes, seenred 77 sests oub of 78, the

districts, and
5
parties secuved

200,800 gpposition Liberals clected fwo mem-
hers, whilst 800,000 Laboe voters did not get

a single represeataiive,

My,  Hamilton submitied on  Thursday
guotations relating to voking from a
book called ©*The Way of Dietators’’ I will
give o few guotaiisns from the buok
which be overiooked,  Referring to th voting

T Enwﬁaud it

28 e,*i our pr{‘*ﬁ:{.‘}lf]
Ve waere foreed to
of 360t i3 not equituble
: ive milliong
\.m)t’f]il tarn 70 per cent. or even ‘ﬂﬂ nor cent.
to the House of Conanons, and amother set of
voters nnmhomng four millions should return 20
per eent, or 30 per cent., while a thivd ot of
voters mun!}cz'mg three millions showld seeure
only 10 par eent. of the representation. . . |
Weo have had our examples of minmity govern-
ment, We have had a Sesialist Nlmlsizy kept,
precarionsly in office by Libersd support. We
have soen the specfacle of Libersl Teaders per-
Forming wonderful evolutions in the political
umfnsw}mhfm)g the %nppﬁﬂ” of measuras to-
oy which ‘3?'1>V had comdenoned at the election
vesterd stifying to the possession uf mar-
vellonsly J(sza 1hle political conse . and to

the possession of inimatable iri!{*nts in casuistry.
wore diverting in those days, !rut not
The democratie gystem on the Dritish

fapetion effec-
ig asgored of a
of  Commons,
that end by
v advocates of
g#i’:‘bpm-ii & Our system
araeniniies r‘Lo : 4 f?# fh: pendulom, gives to
the winwing parvty at ithe eleetions 1'(.,1?“;301%3»
tion in the Touse of Commons in exeoss of what
i proportionately dus on the resalts of the poll.

There is an author that Me
fond of guoti garding {be single cleckor-
wtes that he iy rong advosaie of, but
like he put his blind oye {0 the telescops
whon he came o the portlon I have just read.

3%11;1;;;0&1?1?' wioded will (mi
whm ne of e

Hamilton was

gieh
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I ghall mow deal with the 1935 slections in
Adpertn, where a composite system of voting
waa in operation. The following are parficulars
in eonuection with the eleetions for the Alberta
Tegislative Assembly:—

Members in
First Propor-
Uhoice Members tion o

Party. Votes. Elested. Votes.
Social Credit . 128,545 & 287
iberal .. .. 47 H52 1 i0.8
United Farmerg of

Alberta .. .. .. 30,576 ] 7.1
Congereative .. .. 8,044 i 2
Labor . .. .. 2,073 & ki

thers . .. .. .. 7,971 i 1.8

Ynder
rural &
50 representatives, whereas 96,116 elestors wheo

this single electorate systems in $he
g of Albertn 123,548 eleetors seenred

recordod votes for other people only gof ome

representative. This Is the system we are fold

shoulkl be ascepted as an ideal one in somnen-

tion with electoral reform in this Btate. Con-

trast the position in connecHion with single

clestorsfes with proportional representation in

the eity of Calgary, the parficslars for which
are as Follows:—

Members in

Pirat Propor-

Choice Members tion to

Party. Votes. Elested. Voies.
Becial Credit | 24,079 4 3.5
Liberal 8,060 1 12
Conservative .. 5,505 1 B
Laber C e 2,073 & 3
Independent - and

Communist . .. 1,740 0 &

41,593 & 4

The details in connection with the ity of
Bdmontor eclections are:—
Members
Firat in Propor-
Choiee Mamberg tien to

Brarty. Votes, Hlocted. Votes.
Eiberaly Lo 14,088 3 2.3
Soelal Credit . 13,808 2 2.2
Conservative .. 4,220 i B
United Farmers 2,602 —
Tabor .. 1,378 -—— 2
Comrannist 1,086 —_ A

37,867 4 4]

6wl be seen that in these two citics where
the proportionsl vepreseniation systorm wis In
oparation the nearest appreach fo correst vepre-
gemtation of the people was obiained. After

veferring to this eystem, Jeb me come bask io
Amstralis and give figores econcerwing the
Queensland elections om May 11, 1985, In the
Bundsherg district MeLean (Labor) was clestad
with 4,738 wotes, and 4308 voters werg loft
without sny representation. In the Warwlek
digtriet Healy {Labor} was electod with 4,247
votes, and 5334 eleetors did not gel any zepre-
sentation.  In the Dalby district Morgan
{Jountry Progressive Nationslist} was eleeted
with 4,373 votes, and 4061 other vwoters were
distranchised. Taking the Staie as s whole,
Labor polled 216627 votes, and gaised 48

zeais, an average of 4,700 votes & seat. The
Country  Progressive  Natlenmalists  polled

133,283 votes, and gained 16 seats, an sverage
of 8,228 vetes » seat. The Independents poiled

13,177 votes, DIlonglas Credit 27,658, Com-
munists 5,908, Women’s Poliiesl Asnsocian.
tiem  B.460, and Independent  Labuor
2086, =& fofal of BLEY  voles; yet
these voters were withoul represemiation.

It dees not make any differemnce whick Stats
cleetions we counsider, the system of single siec-
torates has always been responsible for dige

franchising a considerable number of people.

Reogarding the elections in New SBouth Walss on
May 11, 1935, in the Arncliffe district J. J.
Cahill (Sftate Labor) polled $428 wvotes amd
was eleeted, notwithstanding that 9,860 vwoles
were cast agalest him. o Granville dighrdet
W, F. Ely {State Labor) received 8485 votes
and was clected, and 10,983 electors who vobod
against him were disfranchised. In Tawmworth
district F. A, Chappey {United Awustralis
Farty) seeured BA78 voies snd wag elested,
whereas 7,888 volers east their woles against
hinzg,  In Pefersham ®. 8. Solomon (Unifad
Australia Party)y polled 8701 veles and was
slested despife the 8 830 woles east against him,
An apalysis of the vobes emst fhroughout the
State shows that the Umited Awustralia Party
volled 422,083 voles and secured 23 seafs, the
average votes o seat belng 12,817, The Unifed
polled 160,190 voles snd secured
erage votes & seat being 8433

Country Party

18 seats, the :
The State Laber Party polied BISE72 voles

and secured 27 sen
T

votes, Independents 31731 voles, and

, the average voles a seat

being 1 feders]l Labor Party polled

63,377

P31

Corommaists 20,326 votes, a tofal of 135234
vetes, and shitained no represenmiation,
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The defalls in comneefion with the New Fea-
fand eleetions on MNovember 27, 1835, are:—

Qents
Acemdw
Heatls g o
Party Oblained, Sir
Labor .. .. .. 5%
] ) ‘?%o 8}3 is
. {sﬁ GRHE B
2 P
. 4 2
Batans . .. 27
Commnrist 4 4
Cithars . .. .. il
2] 20

In 35 eonstiiunencies members were slected on a
minority vote. In those 35 debriets 157,005
wobers secured the 38 seats, whereas 20854581
voters were left without any repmmﬁﬁai}ism

5 ot
a ot ebeeior
ot L‘ro peopie canuol ﬁm};

any m]éene& from
the practieal operation of the wyslem in other

tates to support thal bold assertion.  The
Fremier intimated that the system of preper
tigmal repregentation had not worked out sabis.
faekorily in asy eountry, I ask him to study
the figures in conpeeiion with the 1933 alec-
tions in the Irish Froe Bfate. The particwiars

BT
Vaotes
Votes Heais Per
Tarties, Polled,  Obdained., Beat,
Fiawnae Pail and
Labone .. .. TY0,.968 85 &8.070
Camann na nlacd-
henl, Centre, and
Tndependents .. 615,358 68 90445

That ig about as aceurnle g represeniation ag
vou esn geh “‘The Irish Press,™ Mr
deValers’s paper, and one of the most popular
dailies, in its fssme of Jamunry 24, 1933, the
day of the poll, saldi-—

The English press correspondents sympathize
with us in baving fo work se ecomplicated 2
gysteni as proportionsl representation. T4 is
wagted sympathy, for the system is simple to
understond and easy fe earry out. . . . If is
based on wp exesllent idea—that wes have
greater prefersace for some ecandidstes than
others Under proportions] representation
the voier nob only has the pleasare of woting
first for ithe candidate he Iikes most of all
but he alse ean vote for all the others in the
order in which he lkes them.

The number of informsl papers in the whols
of Ircdand wes just ome per eent, In gome
eonnties the record was exeeptionally good,
being o little move than alf of one per cent.

My, W. T. Cosgrave, the Leader of the Comann
na nirasdheal, %;:m}xmw in regard to propor-
tional repre :

The of proportiosal  represenmtation
aims ab affer representation o uery point
of view In preportion te the extent to whick
that point of view owists mmong the elee-
torate., Broadly epeaking it achicven thaf
ohject. . .. . . It makes manmipuolstion of the
if mob impessible. It tends
landslides in favour of any

agid:—

clectorate difflenls,

P othe fIrish Times” of November 27,
able letter from
of Ireland, the

Pellow of Trinity
acnte ohserver of the

The following

1853, thers appeared u rem

dary of the Chursh

Heverend Uanon  Luce,
College, Publin, aud an

politieal Iife of the country.

are of inter "

Proportions

extracts

tign  has heen iried
of years and has worked
611 buen the stabilisieg factor
o ony pabiie hfc the seerot sirengi b of our
Governments,  Our deputies, whether in office

oy in epposition, have and have in faet
heen, real mmresaenmtive s for they Ddve
drawn their mandate from the widest pos
sible area of comsmmb. It is the people’s

will that wmajer should prevail
¥ i eqa‘ﬂ?v the pecple’s  willi that  ihe
nizjority opinion should be eonsidered . . .
‘T‘hc fazailar proportional representaiion voting
paper saifs the situation of the voter . . .
It wives him the biggest return for the trsuble
of wfmg Cm it he ean record nof only his
one choles, but also his several preferences.
Iz faet he can pub on paper & big plecs of
his politieal mind, giving effestive expression
of Dis wish, will, desire, and comsent. . . . .
1?6‘@1 the }}nghs%: syatem of ‘mtmg, pahtm‘ﬂ
landslides sccur often. At such g thme many
of the outgeing Ministers snd members are
swept, not only from office, but from publie
Life. Could we, in a eool hng degire such an
eveni here? We have mot the men to spare.
Weo owant more dehaters, not fewer, more men
of publie spirit and expericnce, versed in
public affaire, whatever their party polities. . .
To bring back here the Xnplsh system of
woting would be o retrograde, resetionsry, and
gtep-ong that would, I fear, be
wowards a dictatorship of o pariy or &
These who desire to abelish propor-
representation  eonvied thomselves of
disproportionate  representation—that

figna?
desiving
is, grasping ab power without the aotherity of

comsent,

T think thoi iz » very striking testimeony £4
ey and justies of proportienal yepro-
; Tt showyg that the system has been
in operation in the Irish Free Bfate sinee 1043
for hoth Houses of the Dail. ¥t hes also been
ased  for loecal govermment clections and hag
proved so swecsssful that it hay been embodied

HOTI




in the Coms

H ¥et, it iz o system we ave
told we shomld not approve of. The evidence

¥ have giv and I oshall give more when the

fora the House—is sefieltnt eome-

of ihe proposed single electorabs
sysfems as  heing one that will net give
proper representation to ihe people.

¥ oam pleased fo see the member fov Adelaide,
My, vioiph, W his seat for onee, because 1
propose fo pay bim seme aliention on matiers
Om Beptember

itz

he brought before the Iouse.

11 By, Bavdolph meoved a motion in this
Chamber asking P aent bo profest to the

ment againgt the

pra-

sugar embarge.  Mem-

impagsioned cloquence he

- hers know with what
moved the House when he spoke of the iniguity
of the greab sugar combine. He said if we
eould eamonflage the issue asd Plind the eves

&4 to be assisting
the Colonial Sugar

3 had been
and left. He stated

aceonnt disenvared
enguoh i knew that fthe eompany held the
whole sugar trade of Awatralia in the hellow of
ite hand, and he felf it his dufy ic opopose, i

for

FOUrs

that  Rir.

&y

¥ &

MNixon, &n ant,

1
£

(4

avery wossibls way, the rutldess exploifation
the Awstralinn consumer sl the hamds of {his
monepoly. I remember how our friend’s seul
wag tovn by anger when he utered those words
sgainst bhe iniguily of o company which was
bringing disaster to the people’s homes and
sagar pots. Not content with that appeal, in
the great ergan of demoeraey, the *‘Soath Aus-
tradian Worker,”’ dated Oectober 11, 1835, we
find an article with the following big black

headimgs, ““Union  Leader exposes Colondal
wr Refining Company,  Sugar Combine

Weorkers
Wages and
2 1t went

Racket Touts Black Dogey Hehomers.
Flecead lnder Segar Agreoment,
Cenditions Operating are Appalling.

on, *“The following article was written for the
by

‘Bouth Awstralizn  Worker?
Mewman, Federal Seeretary of
Tndustry Fwmployees Union, Mr

My, AL J.
ralian Ment

Newmoan, spant

10 years in Townsville as organiser for the
mest  industry  cmplo and should be
thoroughly fitied fo discuss the sugsr ndusiy

inoall s detadls.”’ That was the grave siate
ade by Mr. Bardslph.

meont, We find Jater

that adverbisemenis in favowr of the sugar

infevests’ explotfation of the people appeaved
LS

in the ““Houth Aastralinn Worker,”' im

vonsecutive issues.  They were sizdnch two
eolwmn adverfisements.  On May 8 ws wers

14

charmed with neariy a whole page veport in
this same workers’ paper, supposed to he given
by My, Mulr, of Prinee Alfred ©ld Collegians’
Asgociation, hesutifelly set out in nice type
s exploiting company.
i do not say i an advertigemeont the
same way 5% the other was marked ‘¢ Advertize-
mept,* but T konow that the supar interests
have ways of getting into papers maiter whick
appears to be an expression of opinlen from
Astually,
bhowever, they are advertisements in the same
WAY § Tn 1030, when
and & rveport
paper called the
the membars of the
fetter
; the following reply
from the oditor of that paperi—

i

wioiling the vivtues of this

WS QY in

other peopls, apart from themwelves.

W,

the resl adverlis
the

!{'
fight,
& Vietorizn

WO

we fghting
appeared  im

4 Labor Cali’’
Henry (ke

one of
Lieague

il

g

forwarded

ge

(3% He recel

have

%

advertigement

rates,

ntly ag Novernd
SCruth 7 had

One of o

o 13, the New South
gimilar wmatier ita
oug to pﬁé
& letter in

in

eolummns, anr friey i¥ak <t

the ense,

other gide of

oy

EFY)

asition,
T

My, Dmvies—T Amatralisn

Waorker 77
Mr, CRATGTE—Ng.
thing a8 I have some vegard for my

I would not send any-

My, Bardolph—The edifor refused to aecept
Hogn acconnt of s ediforiz] comments.

My, CRAIGIE—My friead
Following angwer 0 hig letier:

Raplying to your Jetier on this mbjest, ¥

received  the

think that you sve under & misapprehension
when Fou asceept the matter appesring in

CTroih?’ with regard to the mgar indwsfey
as heing an expression of opinion of fhis news-

paper. Thiz matier is adveriising and 1§ In-
serted by the Queensland Sugar Growers’
Agsociation and appears in sl wewspapers

throughout the Commonwealth. However, we
appreciate your letter on the subject,

It appents thot mueh wmotfer appears in

various uewspapers which I8 net the ex
of the editor, bul thst of the
infcrests  coneealed in a differemd

guise.

mened in

T do not assert that that iz what bap-
regard fo the ‘*South Ausiralian
Worker, " but 1 suggest that Mr. Bardolph, whe
wag so moved i hiz passions for the dows
trodden working wian, snxious to prevent that
exploftation of £7,000,600 a wear in sugar

B4
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