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The Public

THE FILIPINO GOVERNMENT.

A- correspondent asks the Post:
“Had the Filipinos any organized
government prior to the battle of
Manila?”’ And the Post replies: “The
Filipinos had no more government
prior to that time than the Cuban in-
surgents had prior to the landing of
Shafter’s expedition near Santiago—
that is to say, none at all.”

Can we not arrive at a more
definite answer? United States Con-
sul Williams wrote home from Manila
February 22, 1898: “A republic is or-
ganized here.” Faust says in “Cam-
paigning in the Philippines:” “They
had a well-defined form of govern-
ment, which not only made provision
for its permanence, but also for the
social well-being of the property and
person of the subject.” United States
Consul Wildman at Hong-Kong re-
ported to Secretary of State Day, un-
der date of November 3, 1897, (six
months before the battle of Manila):
“Since arrival at Hong-Kong I have
been called upon by Agoncillo, for-
eign agent and high commissioner,
ete., of the new republic in the Phil-
ippines. Mr. Agoncillo holds a com-
mission signed by the president,
members of the cabinet, and general
in chief of the republic of the Phil-
ippines, empowering him to conclude
treaties with foreign governments.
Mr. Agoncillo offers on behalf of his
government an alliance, offensive and
defensive, with the United States,
when the United States declares war
with Spain, which, in Mr. Agoncillo’s
judgment, will be soon.”

This looks very much as if there
was a civil government in the Philip-
pines before the battle of Manila, and
civil government that was capable of
doing things. And there is other
testimony. A correspondent of the
People’s Paper, Minneapolis, Lieut.
Martin E. Tew, U. 8. V., speaking of
the results of the revolution of 1897,
says: “In each captured town or city
the revolutionists immediately or-
ganized a local government, consist-
ing of president and councilmen.
Every important town or city had its
police force and court of justice.
Peace and good order prevailed.
Schools were established.” This looks
very much indeed like civil govern-
ment. Messrs. Wilcox and Sargent,
who were sent through Luzon by
Dewey just after the battle of Ma-
nila, testify to being cordially re-
ceived by mayors, councilmen and
judges, the successors of previous
civil incumbents.

It would, I think, be more nearly
correct to say that there never was a
time before the battle of Manila
when the Filipinos did not have a
civil government. It is notorious that
the military government of the Span-
iards included only a few of the cities
and seacoast towns. Is it conceivable
that 8,000,000 or 10,000,000 people got
along for years, generations, and cen-
turies without a government? And
the testimony which Messrs. Wilcox
and Sargent bear to the prosperity,
good order, happiness and intelli-
gence of the people implies that they
not only had a government, but had
a very good government indeed.
What kind of a government have they
now?—W. A. Croffut, in Washington
(D. C.) Post.
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I was having a slight attack of the
blues, on account of too much rain,
and being on the wrong side of the
market, when I met Congreseman Boy-
man, of the Ninety-First district, the
other night. He cured me of the blues
in about ten minutes. He told me
about the things the Republican party
had done for the people, and, although
he started the vibrations in the right
direction, and broke up the blues, I
can hardly believe the Republican
party is as good as the Congressman
thinks it is, and would like to have my
doubts resolved, in one way or the
other. The Congressman was confi-
dential and smooth, but he did not im-
press upon me the necessity ofsecrecy,
and perhaps some other poor man, out
of a job, and trying to guess which
side of the market is the right one,
may get some comfort out of his reve-
lations.

The first thing he told me was that
the Fifty-seventh Congress, which is
conceded to be a Republican Congress,
had appropriated $1,059,557,052 at the

“session just ended. I began to feel

rich as soon as he mentioned this,
and then I began to shudder as 1
thought how that etatement would
read if some ill-disposed person should
put “stolen” in the place of appro-
priated. But the Congressman
seemed real pleased with the dimen-
sions of the appropriation (steal), and
remarked that it was only about $15
for each man, woman and child in the
republic, and the man who was sup-
porting a wife and ten children on
$11.40 a week couldn’t feel it, much.
If he did feel pinched,he wouldn’t know

what hurt him, and then I felt richer
than ever. My opulence became al-
most oppressive. But this was not
a tithe of the things the party had
done for the people. Look at the Pan-
ama-Nicaraguan-Roosevelt canal, and
think of the many jobs and appropri-
ations yet to come from that, and feel
poor and blue if you can.

Then there are the war revenue
taxes that were repealed. The people
ought to be so very grateful to be re-
lieved from the job of licking stampse
that they would give the party a per-
petual lease of power. It is probable
they will, unless something should
happen to mar the prosperity of the
trusts.

“We have also redeemed other
pledges made to the people,” said the
Congressman; and then I thought
how they had busted up all the truste
(in their minds), and I felt richer than
ever, and so happy that I didn’t care
which way the wheat market went.

The Congressman also Temsarked
that what we had done for Cuba
in the matber of reciprocity ‘ought to
entitle the Fifty-seventh to & gilt
frame and the best place in the front
parlor, and I didn’t know whether to
agree with him or not, because I can’t
see any way to reconcile the confliet-
ing claims of the sugar refiners and
the beet sugar combination, without
bringing grief to somebody. I have
become 80 used to paying two centsa
pound, or thereabouts, more for my
sugar to help out the suffering people
that are starving to death in these
twin INDUSTRIES, that I hate to give
up the benevolent feeling that comes
over me whenever I taste sugar, and
wish the Congressmen wouldn’t fool
around the reciprocity buzz-saw any
more.

But the revelation the Congreseman
made about the Philippines made me
feel happier than anything. The great
measure of good government and hu-
man liberty that we are giving to

those down-trodden people never
dewned upon me till the Hon. Boyman
explained it to me. Any people on
the face of the earth ought to be happy
to be governed by a commission of the
most expert republican politicians ap-
pointed by the President of the United
States, backed up by the army and
navy. Think of the trouble these ap-
pointees will save the poor Filipinos
in the matter of governing them-
selves. It is a serious thing for a peo*
ple to iry to get along without some-
body to look after them, and levy faxes
on their property. When the commis-
sion takes hold of things outthere,and
gete through levying taxes and ap-



