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The first thing that struclkk me on
reading the ''Menaece of Privilege,” by
Henry George, Jr, {The 3Alacmillan
company) was that it was an Inevit«
ahle book: It fills 4 gap that yawned
If Myr. Georga had not writlen
‘somebody else wouid have had to

it,

well- X¥or several years allf sorts of

erimes have been Izld at the doors .of
our’ financial rulers. The great eozl
strike stirred up the people and the
genaral condemnation of the attitude
of the coal-ring, who regarded thems-
selves as irresponsible, heaven-sent
tlepositaries for the people, on Such
terms as they might deign to grant,
opened the eyes _of the public fo the
fact that new theorfes and new prac-
tice‘s,' involving the dominance of a
moneyéd oligarchy, were - surreptiti-

g0 far as Industry was concerned at
eny rate, our demecracy was a good
deal of an illusion. This seems to
hrve been the baglaning of an ern of
attack directed ageinst Wall street
and its magnates.. Lawsoen began his
long nnd. desultory. tirade, dlsclosing
c:nou“'h to ‘disgust decent people, but,
nothwmhstandlng enarmous promlses,
leading” nowlhere, The thleves of the
Rquitakle feil out and It: ‘hegnn ‘to ook

1 as if honest men might some day come

by their dues.. The success of the
magazgine wliiech published Lawsaon's
Ingtallments on the “System” induced

the other ten-cent monthlies to enter
Into competition with it and’  today
they are oufdoing .one another in ex-
posing tha niethads of finance. To all
these indictmenls there has been hard-
ly & word 0f answer, Clearly the
worst 1s true, ind the evidence goes
on piling up, untit it seems searcely

‘worth while to accumulate any maore

of it. Tt is sale to say that the whole
b‘usiness is rotten and It is a waste of
time to make furiher tests, Bul what
are we golng to do about §£7 -

What are weé golng to do abaut it?
Thet-Is the question—and George's
book 1s the first suggestlon of an an-
swer. Ile has done the obvlous thing
'which no one else has thought of do-

: joly among the cthzr
—and it would not have becn done so;

in’

RGE'S “MENAGE OF PRIVILEGE

By Emésta Crosby

ing. He hos extracted the essence of
all these revelations. He has brought
together all facts  that he could find
bearing in any way upoen the indus-
trial sltyation, Ile has formulated the
charges of iyranny made against trade
unionism and discussed the proper
limits and advaniages of iabor monop-
monopolies.  He
has drawn a pleture of the luxurlous
lives of the monopolists: and . their

the new

families and of*
which they are building up::of - the
corresponding deterioration of the

magses from lack of proper--enviren-
ing conditions: of the political dctivie
ties of aceumulated ;wealth and the
subservience of conrts and legisiatures
and the rise of government by injunc-
tion; of the proslitution of the press;
the pulpit and the professer’s chalr;
and of the new militarlam and {m-
perialism and the gmwlnr" centraliza=-
tien of polltical power. at Washlngton,
as of industrial power in ‘Wall. streef.

Thls synthesls of ‘existing condl-

‘subjects witQout indicating

arlétocracy-

.fose na tlme

It Was an Iuevitable Book .and
It Fills s

‘Gap That Yawned for It

tiong Mwr Geovrge hag acecomplishes
with very great ability, and he ha:
made a2 most interesting  narrotive
which everyone having the welfare o
his country | at heart ought- to read
There is nothing technical or prosy In
the boolk, bulb it entertains the reade:
from the outset. Nor does he leave
hlm in mid-air, as so many writers da
He does not harrow hls soul wilh dis-
mal pleturaes, all the more - dismal le-
cause they are accunte and then

drop hlin without a’ hilat ol a’ practieal

remedy. WIth the clearest logic he
shows what, the real remedy ls and
what the true lne of advance must be
He traces all these llls to thelr souree
in privilege and roonropoly,  He shows
how the Inordinate size of private for-
tiunes today is due in every case to the
possesslon by the owner of gome un-
just advantage over hla fellows, . con-
ferred by tariff or franchise or un-

.enrned increment, and he.passes on re-

lentlessly to the conclusion that our
onky Salvation lies in the speedy abol-
ition .of these privileges, which musL
be eradicated from the ground up, for
any ‘reform whlch leaves the fpunda-
Hon of the “system' Intact- will per-
mit the same evils fo Erow up aga.ln
Without some such - ‘goneluslon as-
this the whole discussion of business
graft nwill be fraitless. Wilh thée men=
ace of privilege on one hand and tha
menace of an experlment In despolic
and -impossibie sociallsm on the. other,
it almost seems as 1f no one had any
business to write or to speak on these
the Teal
reform, which Is logicelly a necessity,
namely the downfall of privilege. All
monopaly—of texation, of curfency, of
mlnernl deposits, righta of way and
ndvantageous sites—are 50 many
means of exacting tribute froem Lthe
publie, Tt is-a question of industrial
irlbute, and industrial iribute Is far
more important than pelitical tribute,
because it "enters into every transac-
tion of llfe. Mr, George has a com-
prehensive mind, a ready pen and iu——
aight enough to discover the way out.
f'he readers of The Democrat skould
in learning his intergst-
Ing lesson: ’ - ' ’
New: Yorlk,

Jan. 24.




" “The Menace of Privilege.”

One of the most interesting coniribn-
tiong to current egonomic (libuissiuu ig
made hy Henry George, Jr., in *'The Men-
ace of Privilege.” = His purpose is suffi-
ciently indicated in the s'ul_;a-title:‘ “N
Stndy of tlie Dangers to. the Republic
Trom the Bxistence of a Favored Class.”
Mr, George inherits the fterary skill' of
his distinguished father. There is. the
same fluency, the same variety and the
same mice choice of epithets. T1i is not
quite so certain that he' inherits his
Father's imagination: but- he: doés display.
the poteran}] earnestness of pm‘puse con-
selenlionsness and high devotion’ to uie.l]s
of industvinl, betterment; and, howevm
one may differ with him as-te the reme-
dies-he proposes for. the evils o which
he points, there can be o, doubt th.'lt his
statement of these cevils. .is fun‘-nnd
{imely. . : i ’

He sees grave ehnnges coniing ovet tim
American 1epub1m——uu et*ﬂ'nord:nnrv in-
eqnul:ty in. the rl1st1‘1hu'huu wof - wmlth.
' (lie vise of class feeling; the’ growth of’
the’aristoctatic idea; the lapse from ‘mor-’
als-in buginess amd the private relations
among the very rieh;. the- growth of ele-
ments of - physical, mental -and moral” de-
teriorntion among the working- masges; thie
appearance of: mlhmnt trade umomsm the
‘peryersion of the: in]unetmn prmmple and.
thie nse of soldiers in gtrikes; the: eorrup-
tion of federal, state and mnmelgml "pali-

ties; the deterring-of Press. umversxty and.
pulpit from nn. Gpen- etp1e=;smu Ahe cefrs

tralization of gcvernment e nd\'anccs
in foreign ugr*resmun._ He gaysi c .

' Huch things ‘@ld-not exlst: at the tnundnﬂnn of-the
repubtie; Why should ‘they  now unnour when wa'

have nrm\n g6’ wendertully - 10 papulntion und,

Wi:n“’.h" Why should this ‘age eonttist so ‘unfavr
-omhly with that when' the: natlon- mlmberud less
‘than ot ehiet city cdntnins? Sumelh[ng is rom-
.pnat now, that- exlsted nnly in rndimentary  forse
then, - That' something is “‘privilege.

His statement. of the ‘dangers and enis
—for . sueh evils are uuqueshmmhly dnn-
zers—is hoth lucid and briltiant. Briefly
and heldiy he shows' ho,w the monopoly of
naturul oppariunnt:es,'heavy taxes upon
pruductmu, prwnte owums'lup of public
highways and other lesser ‘privileges cause
certaln inequalities im the. distribution of
_weulﬁh and he mdmates the procpeses hy
which tivis 1ueqnahh in dlstrl‘nutlon cre-
ateg in the community two’ classes. ench
clearly defined and each powerfil, having
distinct views as to the grentest. good of
the greatest number and feelings as to one
another which he chooses to de‘;crlhe as
“hostile”?

Out of such conditions, he nileges, have-

risen - “two greal, belligerent elements:
lengued pm'ﬂege on fhe one side,- labor
unionisni on the other. And he sums up
liz personal convutmu in this virile sen-
tence;

\gnjonlsm, by which it may peaceluity rob the

“toward the cenfralization of  government

‘cunceptmns and sophistries. But, in the

“these - evils. Shift - the entire weight of

- ous secondary causes would foilow, if Mr.

guly records ure a ‘few seattered ruins agd®

When privilege canpof make terms with Jubar

puilie, 1t wuldies war agolnst B

In enmmerating the chief weapons of
privilege he gives priority to goldiers and
“an extranordinary development of the ju-
dicinl enjoining order.” He cites svents.
and “forces visible to any who will look."”
He detects a tendency in all these, fdctors

nnd foreign aggression, and sees in the his- !
tory of the republic “stnriling parallels
with. great nations.svliich,  after brilliant
deveiopment. entered upon the path of ruin
and denth.”

Up to this point Mr. George cnrrieé the
aversge Teader in sympathy, if not con-
vinced: There is o feeling that his en-
#hinsiasm leads him at times to shoot he-
yond ‘the mark. Not enough iz made of
the arguments {o he urged agninst his po-
sition. - With the best intentions to be im-
partinl, he folle at times into grave mis-

mhain, he ntters the ery of those who have’
heen “overbotme by privilege,” and we |
must pardon something. fo. the spirit that
-rankles pnder the sense of injustice, be
that injustice real or imaginaky.

Ag the e‘t'pcmeut of the economie doc-
trine associated with the name of his
father, My, George naturally em[ﬂmsmes
the henefits of that doectrine in correcting

taxation from production te land valoes,
he gays, and then take nll public highway
functions into publie hnnds, and the main
wauses of the unequal distribution of
wealth will be removed. : ]
After that; the destruction of the mumer-

George is correct in-bis theory. ¥ Ameri-
can laborers would {ken think no more of
organizing against ‘capital, ' ag '[mwlege is
inistakenly - cailed, than they would think
of ‘organizing arnjnst a race of men whaose

picture writings engraved on En"mem; of

stone." A’Mr Gem‘n’e has wrltten a ‘hook
worth reading. '

{“The,
Greovge, Jr.

nace, of Privilege,” by Henry },
-Macmillan.) . '
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