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The Moral Law By GEQRGE CURTIS (S. Humberside, E_ngland)

In his artrcle, "Two MaJor Influences" (GJ No. 55), Ernest A. Bryan speaks of
the first as a study of Prggress “and Povergxrand the second the influence of Lorrng
b, Beckwrth "of course he’ is correct ‘when “he says the Georglst understands wages to
bean’ 1nd1vrdua1 product and rent a’ soc1a1 product. "However, ‘would Henry George’ agree
with Beckwrth that morallty concerns the 1nd1v1dual only? According to Beckw1th, 50-
01ety, not belng able to do, to think and feel, 1s not governed by morallty. We are
told that soc1ety is 1nf1uenced by natural 1aw as ‘are the tldeS, the seasons, the c1r-
culatlon of the blood the dlgestlon of our food o

In Henry George S QOpen Letter to Pope Leo XIII, he explalns that there must be a
"right way of ra1S1ng publlc revenue, He adds that "It is'clear thls rlght way of
raising publlc reventie must ‘accord to the moral’ law." "Hence;" he goes on, It sust
not take from 1nd1v1duals what rrghtfully belongs to 1nd1v1duals. It must’ not glve
some an advantage over others...f” : :

In Social Problems, Chapter 10, George argues that "if we would have a peaeeful
and healthful social state, We must coriform our 1nst1tut10ns to the great moral laus-
laws to which we are absolutely subJect, and whlch are as much above our: control as
are the 1aws of matter and mot1on. '

In the Georglst phllosophy society is 1ndeed subJect to the moral law.
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