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Henry George's Leoture on the
Next Great Struggle.

Abe'lsh Privalo ®wnorship in Lamd,
Abolish Taxailon on Everyiialmg beag
the Bars Value of Lamd,

Henry George lectursd last night in the e
tropoliten Temple on * The Next Grest Strug-
gle,” dealing with some of the ideas advanced
iz the book which hes made him famous,
especially his theory of the abolition of private
ownership of land. The auditorium was crowded
with an enthusiestic sudience, and the applanse
throughout was hearty and spontaneous, often
interrupting the spsaker iu the middle of @ sea-
tence. Mr. George spoke for an hour and a half
without notes or manuscript. In substance He
said: ““We are to-day on the verge of & grea}
movement. An unrest and disquiet pervades
the whole world. In France the Commune has
wrested victory from defeat. In Germany, un-
der the heel of the men of blood and jron, the

soclal propaganda goes on, and in Ruesia that
enormous militery machine I8 (banging ioto =
mighty fores for the people. Kven now there
is & obill im the House of Lords of Greut
Britain that o few short yeers ago would have
bsen comstdered ravolntionary, om HNcandi-
navia to Italy all s norest, commotion, yearning
and the presage of comlog chaage. What is
it? Itisa quickening of the seeds east bers,
a renewal of the light focused bere and of the
wpirit proclaimed in thet fmmortsl Declarstion
of Iudepuvdencs that all men are ereated equal,
‘It is but an extenaion v the revolution in this
couniry of one hundred years aygo, and where i¢
bas not yet won & final victory 1t I8 moving on
fte wey to do wo. But Burops & striving not
alone tor what we haws atteined. [t is seeking
for suoiel and not merely political reform. [t ia
this which gives it greater lmporiance and
causges greater realstanes. The same feellng of
unrest exieta in this country. All was no§ ac-
complished when our forefuthers instituted the
Republie and the ballot. There le other tye-
sany tham thet of kioge and rulers. Glant
foroes ars arising, corporutdons are dwarfleg the
Etate aud compelling the American citizens to
cramp and cringe themsslves to gain e bave Liv-
ing. It iss preet mistake o suppose that we
bave erzived at the aliimale. ngumwoon,
THB AMBRICANS BOAST,

There wes & time when it was the bopeful
deflant boast of Americans that eur towupifor;
accomplished ell thay was necessary for any pso-
ple W0 accomplish, aud we looked with pity on
Europe with all. her troubles in atore. That
fesling does mot provail to-day. We look with
charity, nay, complacency on mmonarchies and
stroug vulers, Lot us look this thiug in the
face. What mutiers it to me whether a Presi.
dent or Czer rules, whether the laws are made
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11134 by or for me, a3 compared with my chavces of
gotung a Uviug. In the freesi country in the

worid we would be sleves if we had to cringe for

.a living. If 1 cau moke my living w thout fcag

or favor [ am » free mau, and I would rather
live under & despotic government if that was
usranteed  me shan ) republic.
here is no  despotiem  like the
despotism of povery, mo {yranny like
the ¢yranoy of wuand, and the highest
sllegiance o @an c¢an owe i to the
woman who shares his lot. Liberty does nout
exist without pocial conditions that give liberty,
The American Republic was esiablished on'y
becauee our forafathers were neagly all farmers,
exwiing under sucial conditions which rendered

it poesible to establish it, Whero thero are

great extremes of the very rich and the very
ﬁoor no fres wovernment can be establighad
fstory on overy puge shows {resmen passing

" into s-rfs because the social conditions have

changed. We are threatenad with ubis im

America. Everywhere government is ypudsing

fnto the handa ef rings, corperations and

bapded rings In politica. At every election

money becomes s more sund more important

factog., In the great factories of the East the

owners dictate how their laborers shall vote.

‘Yhe papers talk about good citizens not taking

politics ia hand, and coatrelling themw. Let

them try it, and »ee how quick they retizs with

their hande amirched Tiere are many approxi- -
matu causes for this, but the primary and great- -
eat causd ls the

GROWIRNG INBQUALITY OF WEBALTH.

Io & community no cless ghould be raised &o
bigh ws not to be affecied by what affects the
masged, Nor none 8o low &8 nout to take an inter-
@st In public afaira. Let the combrary bs the
rule, and power will concenteste in the bands

-of & few, and jobbers will sell ig, planderer use

it, ard the psople will be enslaved and roibed.
'this I the seaching of history, and thiy is what
i® woing on in this country to-day. There is an
incressing perception of equal righte, & univer-
sal tendency toward a diffusion of knowledge,
and iv is wanifeated in art, sciencs, literature,
mauners 20d customs, vet ths tendency, swell-
g as the sap is swelled by the Spriogtimo’s
suu, i8 mot by a direct covnter force. ‘Yhis is
the age of machinery, and the teudency of wa-
chinery is for the employuaent ol larger amounta
of capilal aud more subdivisions of labor.
All modern invemntions only moake poesi-
ble extenslons o voub businesa:s.
The independent  mechanic I8 turned
imto the factory-hand; avd whersag before he
could wander about ob-aining work eny-
whore, in order now to flud employwent he

muet find an employer. Whether macbinery is

tending to improve the messes 14 & question oot
now ¢o be discnesed, bus thers i no mistaking
ghe iact, it ia decressiog tho independence of
labrerers. In our large shops it is now impoessi-
blo to teach a boy a cwade. One man attonds
this wheel, another that one, and one could not
do the work of the other, and few evéde under-
stand sll of (6. 1% I8 no better in agriculcure.
Png vendency of the lapge famcr s to absurb
the sme'l farmer, becauss he cen obirin his ma-
chincry end suppl e chenpor, has betier tacili-
tles fop marketing, and stove all can make the
easiest terms with the railroads, Thue men go
on creating wealth umill it {8 now enunted in
bundred of millions and ason will be ia thou- -
gands « § milliona. Qo the other hand, there is
belog crested a clags of ubler parabs—itranmps—



who ars to be found everywhere. Even with
the good times they ave having now in the
Kaat, you oftea reau storied of tae direst want
‘and sufferiog--stories of plnching poverty, nod
wbo resals of idluncss, but cowing vn these who

have stumbied, or are unforbunate, of have lvet -

thelr natural protzctors,
, POLITICS ARB NO BETTER. '

.Nelther zrea,il;d@any hes & principle to Gght for.
Both are dsad, exceps as machines for coreug-
tion, and all are vphd bevause thers is vothing
to arouss party feauy. all over e Engt pub-
lic attention is drifting to sociel idens. They are
hopeycmbing society everywhere, and you can
geo by the eateblishment of anti-monopoly mnve-
ments how rapidly the storm ls rising. The
Jacturer gave vhe details of » privete meeting of
business men in New York clty 10 protest
agalnet railroad . aggrandizement, and he said
sha $he business men of San Francisco wouid
not dere to hold such & meeting for jear of the
anger of she rajlircad magnute? of tuie coast.
He told them that it was like trylog
1o bind Samson with withes, and that thers waa
uo possible soluton of the question tave thet
of Hiate ownership of railroads, because the
railroads are biguer thon the States. ke wag
agtonished, he seid, to hear every spesker not
ouly fully szrse with him, but many express
more radical ideas, Ou these eocial questons
the ypolitice] parties of the futuro must base
thelr lines. But, however il comes up, or in
what ahape, the struggle must lead to the fin-1

westion, for there is a question greater than all
these,

THE LAXD QUEBTION.

The land 18 the element, the raw material,
from) which we draw all our wealth. Every-
thiny is vho product of thw land. ‘Phis flesh and
blowd of ours is but bt rrowed from the soil, and
we are a3 much the children of the soil as tho
lilivs of the fleld. Steip man of all that pertaius
to land, and what s left bug the digembodied
spirit? 1ho whole struc ure of society wests
upon it. Me who is ma el of the land is master
of tne men who musy live upon it. Whexw it
belongs %o & class, power and wealth passes into
the hands of that clees. Tone  value
of lend Increases with  the growth
of soclety. 4As ® fown improves, weal
eatate values lnprove. What dove that mean ¥

It means that the owners are capable of saking

moore snd more from the earnings of the soll.
Lot Flood pay all the costs of city government,
Peter Donahue fuenish gra for nothing, Spring

Valley water, aud gtanford buy up all the

streat railroads he doues not alvesdy own and

agree to transport passongers free acrosg the .

contiment, the reswlt wovld be a grond boom
in real estate, And what then? ¥You would
simply bave 0 pay more for the privilegs of
living, snd these benefactions would mot do one
iota of good for the working clesscs, That
result wil mot be reached ®o long @3 the
fundamental cause 8 left uutouched. ¥ou

might got the mod?d poriest governmentsl

machine and do nothing to elevate the condi-
tion of the working clesses until you touch this
temure of land gusstion. Thaé you must ab
length comae to the miserable condition of the

worbing clesses 18 not the effest of maechinery,

beosuss bhe vatural result would be the reverse.
Look a6 what the Irish land agitation hes done
and ip yot dolag. Im ite nature and effects 1§ i
a antversal quesion, and men all the world over
gre beginning %o see that land, by commoa
wght, is
% COMMONW PROPERTY OF ALL.

The lecturer quoted from the {amous address of

Bishop Nulty, to the ofech thab the lond was
bestowad upon the people ‘gd/ the Creator, and
any ssttlemont which excludss the poorest from
his shere 18 o only an Imjustice to man, bat
fmpious peale™ o9 to the benevolent intentions
of the Creator. 1 tho Boglish pericdicals wa flnd
nothing but discy: dons on the land question.

They ave timoroua, 5 at otill disouesions enough
to 8ot o thinking, Private propprty in lend is
doomed, bocause the priviloge of owuning land
is wlready on the defemsive. The ides iy o ab-
surd that it must be pus down. A celebrated
bhigtorian said shat when tho right of & ruler to
rule is guestionsd he does nod rule long. The
game will bs the result in this struggle.
To prove that she doctrine was not strangs, the
lesturer quoted Thomas Jeferson &0 she effech
that lend belongs in woulr %o the living, and
the dead have ne sighd ¢ Whon an owner
of land dies 1% o vert 1o the Siate. He
held that dhere was nodhing dengerous in the
docteine that the Siate may abollsh private
ownership o lands as it Hred granted 18, The
denlal of private property in land i nob 8
denial of the rights o private property. Al
thoughtful men recognize thed Voo gmpaﬂy .
Is what prevents soslaty from ag o horde of
barbarisas, But thas right 18 only tho right of
wan to control his own musoles and the ex-
penditure of bis own labor. Thet which one
makes of obselng from the one who made it ia
private property. When o right ceases o Do
usoful, wheo ¢ becomed lmjarious the zemse
power which made i can unmaks it
AN IKOONSIBTENT THBONRY.

The theary o Inconsistont, If & man s
irlva his labor to the men who doss not labor L
]

bb Value lor valus is exehangd but
pobbad, Value for value g e bor 0f

value for nothing ie robbery.

- men own ® ehip I8 1o not nesEsIALY to saw b
“inte pleced. Th%u@mdﬁ; of mmen own the s8md

rallroed, but all have thelr 6bAres without sach
man teking » ear. In Looden and New York co-
o) Ive. socleties own lam end leaso
shem sad the profit o into sho ocmmon trens-

ry. We do the sam00 note, This land edjoian-

' ing lo ownsd by e aity and leased, and the

& ) i
Ao go lnto Whe @ohool Pand. FHere 18 the .
‘gaw_ oagy solutlon ; Wo csanot divide wp

the lands, becanse in © Shor while soEI9BIAY
would geon get posseevion of maoro tham huls
ghare, But we can Jot those who wish to @es
them pay thelr valae into the publie furd., This
can be cagly reached. Abolish the tax o other
?&f‘?ﬁmgﬁﬂy and lot it siip down on e
2 valus of laad sod you have 16 It is mol
wf@{ﬁ“y to stop there. If we go that faer the
ole ﬁ:lcdm can be taken for the uge of the
mmdo '}‘,@ . Th?ﬁ @%gm all ; but the firat thing
: sirlke ad the uw .
wenlth, e must come wﬁéﬁ;@a& disteibution of
PRIVATR PROFRUTY 1N LAWD
 Even mow blosks the way of niv/"MA
- W E : %

must be destroysd, or ol ilzation Qé;%?gw?a&gﬁ
overthrown. A3 mankind advancsy bs g thrown
4nto cloger relationy, and he must bave a mocial |
condition adapted Inr thees thingm, Al m;xa ‘
the world the atruggle is beylanlng, vp@a;o \&;
devolves 28 great o duty 23 davolved vpon our
{orefathers one hundrad years ego. The tews
republls is ot yab eatablished, 2nd every wrue
patriot will dovots his beat eflorts to the pey-
formaonece of thils duty. Whether the glragyle
comas with the carol of tho lerks or the beat of
wer drums, it i8 coming. Lot whai may oppose
it, Jet whab may dore i, glint forsas
are ariging which ! 8 thelr way.




