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The Georgst Movement Strength in Diversity 
The most distinctive feature of this year's 

annual C.G.O. Conference in Los Angeles 
was the considerable amount of energy and 
earnest study devoted to the challenge of 
"Building a Stronger Georgist Movement." 
An entire day was devoted to the issue; many 
strategies were debated, including research 
goals, publications, media, political strate-
gies and coalition-building. The perennial 
question of how we can best pool our 
strengths and pull to- 
gether was addressed 
with greater urgency 
than ever. 

It is a difficult 
question. Unlike move- - 
ments which can fo-
cus energy on a spe-
cific goal (saving the / 
whales, housing the --
homeless, etc.) ours is 
a primary reform that  
touches them all. As 	-/-. 
Henry George wrote 
in Sod4Probkm "Do / AZY 
what we may, we can 
,rrnn-.nlich nnt-l-,in,' 

real and lasting until we secure to all the first 
of those equal and inalienable rights with 
which, as our Declaration on Independence 
has it, man is endowed by his Creator - the 
equal and inalienable right to the use and 
benefit of natural opportunities." 

The paths to this "first great reform" are 
as various as the land itself, everyone "sees 
the cat" from his or her own angle. Some 
stress education; others favor political ac-
tion. Some cleave to the fl.ill Georgist phi-
losophy; others advocate land value taxation 
with the utmost pragmatism. Some want to  

enlarge the functions of the state; others 
want to abolish them. That all of us frac-
tious individualists can agree on one idea 
attests to the strength of the idea - but it 
makes it difficult for us to act as one. 

But act we do, in ones, twos and threes: 
the Georgist Movement is Nadine Stoner 
tirelessly meeting and lobbying in Wiscon-
sin. It is Dan Sullivan relentlessly politicking 
in Pennsylvania, and the solid, tangible gains 
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Taxation. It is Ted 
Gwartney and com-
pany, creating a ratio-
nal land assessment 
system in Estonia and 
Latvia. It is Bob 

- Clancy teaching stu-
dents by correspon-
dence in over forty 
countries. It is Lucy 

	

\ 	Silfa meeting with 
groups of national leg- 

\\ islators  who are gradu-
ates of her school. It 
is Jeff Smith in Mos- 

g.apbrc by Robert F,tcb 
cow, or Mexico, on a 

shoestring, making connections. It is Cathy 
Orloff conducting seminars on the campus 
of Brown University, Pat Aller representing 
the International Union at the United Na-
tions, Cathe Smeland bringing the idea to 
the first-ever National Democratic Women's 
Leadership Forum, and Adam Monroe, Jr. 
performing with his Single Tax Band in 
Chicago .... to name just a few. - 

It's tough to get all these strands coher-
ently woven together - but we do it, once a 
year. Let's not forget that a coat of many 
colors is made out of single threads! - LD. 
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