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really are the relations of capital

and labor." That monopoly is a

factor here, the most important

factor if the necessity for charity

is to be explained, seems never

to have occurred to the letter

writer. Consider. Labor has no

monopoly. Trade unions are

sometimes mentioned as exam

ples of labor monopolies, but thai

is true in so Blight a degree, if true

at all, as to be absurd. They are

less monopolistic than lawyers',

physicians', dentists', or similar

unions, for these are under the

protection of laws against non-

unionsists. Capital also is said to

have monopolies. But that

means no more than that capital

is exchangeable for interests in

monoiioly. Thus a ship might be

traded for a street car franchise,

but this doesn't do away with

the essential difference between

the two. As we should not say

that a slave is capital because he

is exchangeable for capital, neith

er can we say that monopoly is

capital because the two are ex

changeable. So Ion as men try to

discover the relations of capital

and labor in disregard of monopo

ly, which is different from either,

just so long will those relations

be elusive.

A DIVIDING LINE.

The people we know necessarilv

fall into certain classifications.

Some have read, some have not.

Some have traveled, some have

not. Some have been to college,

some have not. Some are gener

ally good-natured, some are not.

Some are rich, some are not. Some

are interesting, some are not.

Some go to church, some do not.

Some think and some do not. And

so on.

The question we are asking is.

Which of all the dividing lines is

most decisive in fixing the real po

sition of men and women whom we

meet and have to do with in the

common doings of life? Across

the classifications that may be

thought of, is there not one which

goes deeper than any other?

Between Dives and Lazarus,

we are told, there was a gulf in the

next world; between them the

story shows that there was al

ready a gulf in the present world.

Shall we think of the gulf as mere

ly one between wealth and pover

ty, or, since Dives left his wealth

behind, shall we not rather think

of the division as existing between

different states of mind? It may

fairly be assumed that the most

decisive line of distinction must

depend, not upon external condi

tions, but upon the state of mind.

Now. what is the state of mind,

the having and not having of which

makes the most difference in rela

tions between men? Does it not

turn upon the idea of what maybe

called in modern language tb*>

democratic mind?

The democratic mind implies a

distinction which is internal and

vital. There are people who have

read books, who have traveled,

who have been to college, who

seem to be religious, who seem to

think, yet they have never got to

the root of the matter which the

democratic mind puts first. The

democratic mind puts first the

common humanity of men, the dig

nity of man as man, the duties of

man as man, the rights of man as

man. It puts quite secondary all

external distinctions, and we

might almost say all merely intel

lectual distinctions.

Democracy represents the im

pulse and progressive tendency

toward equality of dignity, duties,

and rights. Called by different

names, it has been the guiding

principle of all the great forward

movements in history. It is,

moreover, the touchstone of gen

uine religion—the religion which

is a motive power in life and regu

lates the relation of man toman.

No man who brushes the cob

webs aside, and reads the gospels

with open eyes, can fail to see that

the religion of Jesus, as it touches

the relation of man to man, and as

it influences man's attitude to his

fellow man. is the religion of de

mocracy. What were the Rabbis,

t he Sadducees, the Pharisees—-the

Scholars, the Intellectuals, the

Orthodox—to Jesus? These were

t hey who emphasized distinctions

among men based on other

grounds than the democratic idea!

of justice and equality. They did

not put the first thing first, but

valued primarily learning, or

wealth, or political and social po

sition. Did not Jesus ignore all

such lines of distinction? The re

ligion he taught means true broth

erhood, and the highest ideal of

brotherhood is primarily a rela

tion of equality in mutual rights

and duties. This is the democrat

ic ideal.

Whosoever has once felt the

spirit of this idea of the essential

equality of men, and has come to

see that the inequalities are

merely secondary and accidental

—whosoever has once got the con

ception of the democratic mind—

can not get rid of it. It is vital and'

abiding. It fixes the viewpoint

and standpoint of men. More than

learning and ignorance, more than

wealth and poverty, more than

any other distinction whatsoever,,

the state of mind indicated by tin?

words democratic or aristocratic

is the main dividing line.

J. H. DILL.ARD.

NEWS NARRATIVE

Uow to use the reference WirureB of this Depart
ment fur obtaining oontutuons news narratives:
Observe the reference t1gurei» in any article; turn
buck to the page they Indicate and find there they
next preceding article on the same subject; observe^
the reference tlgures In that article, and turn back
as before: continue so until you come to the earli
est article on the subject; then retrace your course
through the indicated nages. reading each article
In chronological order, and you will have a continu
ous news narrative of the subject from its historical
beginnings to date.

Week ending Thursday, March 29.

The impending coal strike.

No final action regarding the

pending coal strike (p. 853) has

yet been taken, but the possibility

of a settlement appears to have

passed away.

In joint committee at Indianap

olis the miners and the operators

soon came to a deadlock. Al

though the miners waived their

demand for 12£ ]>er cent, increase,

and ottered to return to the wages

scale of 1903, from which they had

receded temporarily by agree

ment at the last previous adjust

ment of the scale, the operators

would not concede this much.

Amounting to an increase upon

the present scale of 5.9 per cent,,

it would add 3 cents a ton for Illi

nois on "mine run" coal. 5 cents a

ton for other States on screened

coal, and 14 cents, a day for

day laborers. Francis L. Rob-

bins, president of the iPtts-

burg Coal Company, urged ac

ceptance of the miners' com

promise offer, but the other

ojverators are reported to have re

plied to him, "We won't yield aw

inch."


