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lieve, even were it so, that thereisan
honor that must take precedence of
that of the army—to wit, the honor of
the country—and that demands jus-
tice and humanity under all circum-
stances. The army, unless it is to be-
come a dangerous menace to liberty,
as it did in the great world power of
ancient days after Rome had turned
from republic to empire, is but the
servant of the country. In a demoec-
racy proper, to which wars.of conquest
are alien, it should be but a police
force, a guardian against foreign in-
vasion. At all times it should be re-
sponsible to the country for its good
or evil deeds, and so always ready to
have the full light of publicity cast
on its actions. Especially is this true
when the army operates far from our
shores, in a foreign land, and away
from the wholesome restraints.of pub-
lic sentiment. Sober men may well
scent danger in the air if, when this
military steward is called to render
account of his stewardship, the just
and proper requirement is met by con-
cealment, by evasion, or by insolent
refusal to answer the master’s inqui-
ries. But the citizen, the master alike
of military and civil representatives,
will not be so put aside. He will rea-
son fairly: My servant would not so
act if he had done nothing to be
ashamed of. Having done wrong, he
doubtless argues that only can he sus-
tain himself in a false position by pre-
tending to an authority, a right that
is not his. If so, then the time has
come for me to bestir myself. The
master will call for his steward’s
books; he will go over them all; no
page shall be left unturned. How the
steward has spent his lord’s money,
and how he has represented or mis-
represented his lord’s honor and au-
thority, shall he know, completely;
and though evil acts have been done
in the darkness and fancied conceal-
ment of a far country and upon those
too weak to resist the wrong, they
shall all stand out in their ugly naked-
ness in the noontide at home.

A recent decision of the New York
court of appeals holds flatly that
there is no redress for the publica-
tion of a portrait, not libelous, of an-
other person without his consent,
even for the purpose of advertising
the goods of the publisher. The de-
cision was made in an injunction suit
brought by a young woman to pro-
hibit the use by a firm of flour man-
ufacturers of a copy of her photo-
graph as an advertisement. In the
lower court she had won the case,
that court having invented a new
right, which it called “the right of
privacy.” But the highest court of

the state not only denies that there
is such a right in the law, but holds
that if it were adopted as a general
principle it would logically lead to
absurd and oppressive litigation.
As presented, the case does involve
a hardship to the young woman. But
it is doubtless true as the upper court
decided that “the right of privacy,
once established as a legal doctrine,
cannot be confined to the restraint
of the publication of a likeness,” but
must necessarily embrace any unau-
thorized disturbance of personal
privacy even though not an assault
nor a libel. Such a “right” might
raise havoc with other and more im-
portant rights.

At the national meeting of the
turners society, which recently
closed, that body decided to unite
with other bodies throughout the
country in efforts to abolish tax ex-
emptions on church property. The
motion was strongly opposed by dele-
gates from the East, who tried in
vain to make the convention appre-
ciate the position with respect to
taxation of Eastern turners societies.
It seems that in some Eastern states
they, as well as churches, are ex-
empt. Therefore they didn’t want
the churches disturbed. How in-
tensely human! Whether exemp-
tions of churches are right or wrong
made no difference to those patriots,
so long as they also were exempt. It
is this same unrighteous shortsight-
ed spirit in the churches themselves
that makes the unfair exemption of
church property possible. A great
number of small congregations are
willing to support the system be-
cause they get a modicum of finan-
cial benefit out of it. In conse-
quence congregations of enormous
wealth are exempted and an extra
burden of taxation is shifted to
shoulders that ought not to bear it,
those of small and poor congrega-
tions included.

Rapid progress has been made in
the direction of establishing direct
legislation without waiting for legis-
lative action—the system, that is,

which has for some time been in use
in Winetka and which we fully de-
seribed in volume iv., at page 340.
The Detroit common council is one
of the bodies to adopt it. By a unan-
imous vote on the 17th of June that
hody did so by amending its rules.
It inserted the following clause:
Every ordinance granting, amending
or renewing a franchise for a public
utility, which may have passed its
third reading shall, before its final
passage, lie on the table thirty (30)
days from and after the date of said
reading, and, if within that time a
petition signed by 18 members of the
Common Council, or five per cent. of
the qualified voters of the city, as
shown by the last preceding registra-
tion, be filed with the city clerk asking
that such ordinance be submitted toa
vote of the qualified voters of the city,
it shall be so submitted at the next
regular election, and, if a majority of
votes cast at said election favors its
passage, it shall then be put upon its
final passage.
A similar amendment to the rules of
the Chicago common council was in-
troduced on the 8th and referred to
the committee on rules. This plan
has worked admirably in Winnetka.
The demand for direct legislation is
growing more insistent as its mer-
its become better known, and there
is no better way of making them
better known than by this Winnetka
plan, the essence of which is a pledg-
ing of candidates for legislative of-
fice that they will not vote for the
final passage of any kind of law speci-
fied in the pledge until it has been
referred to popular vote and been
approved by the people. The plan
has the advantage of educating the
public to an understanding of direct
legislation and of securing some of
its practical benefits while the proc-

ess of education goes on.

THE GLAMOUR AND THE TRUTE
OF HISTORY.

When Louis Napoleon—iwithwhat
a flare of trumpets!—was fighting
Austria in hehalf of Italian freedom
and unity, there was nothing on the
surface, until the astonishing peace
of Villafranca, to show that his part
in the war was’a sham. Evenat the
time of the peace only a few, like
Mazzini. saw through the causes of
the sudden cessation of hostilities,
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but in time the facts have come to
light. It is now known that the em-
peror had an understanding with
the Austrians from the first.

This is but an instance.

So long as false glory, diplomacy
and duplicity shall govern interna-
tional relations, so long will it be
that the true causes and explanations
of international events will remain
for a time hidden from the people.

In ancient times, when there was
no pretense of taking people into the
confidence of princes, this was to be
expected. In modern times, with
our ubiquitous press dispatches and
our innocent respect for print, most
of us fancied we had changed all that.
We thought we knew quite as much
about things as Hay, Root, Dewey,
or any of those fellows.

The recent confessions of the ad-
miral ought to be very instructive
and enlightening to the American
people. Itisnot often that thesame
generation sees the triumphal pro-
cession and learns the secrets of its
hero. Inner facts have never before
been revealed so close upon the heels
of great events.

The case has been clearly stated
in a single paragraph by the New
York Evening Post.

Admiral Dewey’s testimony before
the Senate committee on the Philip-
pines establishes beyond dispute the
spurious character of the so-called
battle of Manila. His guns command-
ed the city absolutely, but the Span-
ish governor general wanted a little
firing to salve his imperiled “honor,”
and so, to oblige his opponent, Ad-
miral Dewey very politely and jauntily
“killed a few people,” as he puts it.
Apparently no hunter could destroy
a dozen squirrels with less compunc-
tion. Moreover, he expressed no re-
grets for the American soldiers need-
lessly kilted in the land attack. Per-
heps with him as with the respon-
tible generals, the high rewards be-
stowed upon the leaders of this sham
battle quite overshadowed the cas-
ualty list. Yet this is one of the
achievements of which we were so
Proud in 1898!

There never was much gloryinthe
battle of Manila in the eyes of those
who were able to remain unhysteri-
cal. Pray, now, what shred of it is
left?

Louis Napoleon, pretending to
fight for the Italians, but really
meaning to hold them in check for
the preservation of the monarchy,

killed a few thousands of his sub-
jects, and returned in triumph. So
cheap is human life to those who
play the game of nations. History
has settled accounts with him. But
how many hollow triumphs would
have been spared if people knew the

conqueror’s secrets.
J. H. DILLARD.

THE ADMINISTRATION'S LAST
DITOH.

There is much in the career of
Republican administration since it
put on the forbidden robes of im-
perialism that sadly savors of what
mankind are generally agreed
in styling cowardice. Aggression
enough indeed there has been of its
career in the Philippine foray. The

scribe of history will never seriously,

question that. But the character
of it, independently of its crimi-
nality, has all along been unhappily
streaked with that lynx-eyed but un-
valorous type of warfare which the
world everywhere, since the serpent
stole into Paradise for the overthrow
of Adam, has recognized as mean
rather than manly.

However reluctant we may be to
acknowledge it, this serpentinity, so
to speak, of the Republican admin-
istration is something that compels
our unwilling attention. It wasap
parent when the genius of “crimi-
nal aggression” so parleyed with the
trustful Filipinos as to gain their
help as allies only to shuffle them
off as “rebels” when vantage ground
had thereby been stolen for an
easy overthrow of their infant re-
public. With such a start in cross-
ing the Rubicon what should have
been expected to follow but methods

stealthy, tortuous, dissimulative,
hypocritical, revengeful and re-
morseless?

Accordingly we have been con-
strained to witness in the adminis-
tration an unremitting spirit of cow-
ardice from the day of its monstrous
apostasy from Republican principles
down to this hour—a spirit so unlike
that of our government, notably
from the glorious day of Appomattox
down to December 21, 1898, that
surprise everywhere grows greater
and greater that a government could
have so suddenly and radically

changed in its tone, tendency and
character.  Ah! yes, a melancholy
change of spirit.

It was observable in the early
stages of “benevolent assimilation,”
when the press was so censorized as
to darken understanding here at
home of what was going on there
abroad. Parenthetically it may be
remarked that understanding has
been thus darkened even unto this
day.

It was noticeable time and again,
if it be not noticeable now, when in
a fear that the people would not
stand the strain much longer, it was
heralded abroad that pacification
was near at hand.

It was easily perceivable when in
the year of our Lord, 1900, pending
a presidential canvass, at great cost
of official cablegrams, a “preliminary
report” of the Philippine Commis-
sion burst upon the country, saying
that if Bryan be defeated, pacifica-
tion would be complete in less than
six weeks.

It was distressingly in evidence
when by a ruse that would abash a
sneak thief expert in his art it cap-
tured the leader of the Filipinos who
just before gave his captor, not a
stone, but bread in the stress of his
hunger.

It came over us as a flood of shame
when the island of Guam was made
a Botany Bay whither ships under
the Stars and Stripes carried patriots
as exiles from fatherland for loving
it too well.

It shocked the American heart
when word stole over the deep that
reconcentration, rivaling the Wey-
lerism of Spain, was rife in the is-
lands, and still more when little by
little it leaked out that torture,
cruel enough to stagger belief, was
a weapon in the hands of the Ameri-
can soldier.

It was displayed in an exceeding-
ly white feather when to the extent
of its ability a congressional com-
mittee stifled inquiry into the ex-
pansion of “higher civilization” in
the “barbarian” archipelago.

It whitened the feather when the
samecommittee barred doors against
the accomplished Sixto Lopez and
his gentle sister pleading to be
heard for their country’s sake.

"It curdled our blood when laws
were enacted by appointees of the



