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taking servants without a testimonial
were to be fined five pounds. A striker
got a month’s imprisonment and a
fine of five pounds, a sum which ap-
pears to have been a blow at what
might be left, of the old trade unions.
The justices were to hold rating ses-
sions in which they were to fix the
rate of wages in all employment, sum-
mer and winter, by day or year, with
board or without board. Penalties
were annexed to the giving of higher
wages than the scale, the receiver
was to have 21 days’ imprisonment,
and the contract was to be declared
void. - An assault upon a master was
to receive a year’s imprisonment or
more, and artificers might be com-
pelled to do harvest work. Single
women between 12 and 40 years were
compellable to work by the year,
week or day, at the option of the hir-
er, and certain persons were allowed
to take apprentices in husbandry.
Town  householders might have
two apprentices, each for seven
years, if they were children of
artificers, and an artisan might
have omne apprentice, the son of
a person who had no land. The
number of apprentices to merchants
was limited, and there had to be so
many journeymen to sO many appren-
tices. Persons refusing to be appreu-
ticed, and those who ran away, were
to be imprisoned.

The justices were to inquire period-
ically into the execution of the act.
and were to revise their rates accord-
ing to the cheapness or dearness of
the necessaries of life. At least 13 of
these assessments of wages, between
the years 1563 and 1725, have becn
found. Inasmuch »s they had done
their work, the laborers' wages being
reduced to a bare subsistence. the as-
sessments appear to have been discon-
tinued during the eighteenth century.
Wages had become famine wages, and
such wages became traditional.

The object of this Statute, 5 Eliz.
cap. 4, was threefold—(1) to break up
the combinations of laborers, (2) to
supply the adequate machinery of con-
trol, and (3) by limiting the right of
apprenticeship. to make the peasant
laborer the residuum of all other labor,
or, in other words. to forcibly in-
crease the supply. The last was for
the benefit of the landowners. or mo-
nopolists, who were the bulk of the
upper classes.

The Stuart kings made the judge’s
patent run during the pleasure of the
crown. and gave the judges abundant

‘enables the employer to shift the la-

ity; hence the court of law, if the jus-
tices were slow to act under this
Statute, could be relied upon to en-
force it. One has but to recall “Bloody”
Jeffries to realize this fact. Notwith-
standing the injunctions of the Stat-
ute, the justices took no note of “‘the
cheapness or dearness of provisions”
in their assizes of wages, for their
object was to get labor at starvation
rates, and they did the best they knew
how to effect their object; there was
no appeal by the laborer from their
decision.

When, in 1825, all labor laws were
swept away, there was no debate in
parliament, for the Statute of Eliza-
beth had done its workiand had perma-
nently degraded the peasant.

An American recently went to York,
England, to investigate the condition
of the working classes there. In that
city of about 100,000 he found that, if a
pauper be defined as one who by his
own labor is unable to earn enough
to clothe and feed himself, some 25
per cent. of the population of York are
paupers. Under the same definition.
some 30 per cent. of London’s millions
are paupers. The urban population of
England in cities of over 100,000
amounts to some 26,000,000 or more,
whence it follows that over 7,000,000
are paupers, as above defined. The
machinery of the English poor laws

borers’ riek of disablement upon the
ratepayers, whereas, in the middle
ages. as shown above, the laborers
were their own insurers through their
guild lande and houses.

It will be noted tbat the theory un-
derlying the many Statutes of Labor-
ers is this: That it is more essential
that the trade or commerce of the rul-
ing or controlling classes should
thrive than it is that the inalienable
rights, lives and property of the work-
ing classes should be heeded or pro-
tected. even though virtual slavery be
the lot of the working classes as a
consequence. As has been remarked
recently in another conmnection, this
statute proceeded upon the assump-
tion that “the rights and interests of
the laboring man will be protected and
cared for—not by the labor agitators,
but by the Christian men to whom God
in his infinite wisdom has given the
control of the property interests of
the country.” The “Christian men”
of Elizabeth’s day. and after, who had
control of the property interests of
England. may have had some of the

warnings that they would be ejected
from office if they displeased author- '

| tempted to say an infinite amount of

wisdom of the serpent, one is almost

overburdened with the spirit of the
Golden Rule or of the Sermon on the
Mount. It was not in their days that
the songs about “Merrie England”
originated; the laborer had no song
Teft in him.

New York City.

R. W. BARKLEY.

Thomas C. Platt, of New York, has
again “consented” to be a candidate
from his State for the United States
senate. The situation reminds us of
that in a Boston engine company in the
old volunteer days when the members
annually elected their foreman. In
this particular company the foreman
who belonged to the old school of_
‘“vets” would say to his men a fewdays
before the date for making a choice:
“It won’t be necessary to hold an elec-
tion, boys; I am willing to serve you
for another year.”—Boston Tran-
seript.

“But,” objected the visitor, “quite a
number of your pupils have broken
down and become imbeciles.”

“True,” replied the eminent educa-
tor, “but we confidently expect better
things in the future. The bacillus of
overstudy having now been identified
and a serum for its destruction de-
vised, we look for no further trouble
of the kind you mention.”—Life.

Wall Street Arithmetic:
10 mills meke one trust,
10 trusts make one combine,
10 combines make one merger,
10 mergers make one magnate,
1 magnate makes all the money.
—The Boston Commercial Bulletin.

BOOK NOTIOES.

THE STRENGTH OF THE PEOPLE.

This is the title of -a book by Mrs. Helen
Bosanquet, published by Macmillan. It
has been attracting much attention in Eng-
land, mainly, I think, because it indicates
something' of a comirg reaction against
the false idea that people can be truly de-
veloped by efforts from without. The au-
thor is opposed to all the present-day so-
cial movements that nurse people as ob-
Jects of charity.
The strength of the people, she argues,
is not developed by doing things to or for
people in the ways of soclalistic legislation.
Independence she recognizes as necessary
for the “perfection of individual charac-
ter.”” Irdependence and the preservation
of the family are the main causes for which
she pleads.
The book would be a strong one if it em-
phasize@ the abolition of privilege and the
securing of equal rights, if it brought out ,
the fact that justice is the necessary foun-
dation of that Independence {n the individ-
ual and the family which the author so
much desires. Without this foundation of
Justice we cannot but do the things that she
laments. Good people feel that they must
do something; so until we can agree to get
down to the fundamental proposition, we
shall go lumbering along with our multi-
plicity of poor laws, and labor laws, and

it. but they do not appear to have been

restralning laws. and education laws, and
charity organizations, and slum settle-
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“WHIP BEHIND!”
" Bryan—For some reason or other this animal doesn’t seem to be effetively getting

anywhere !

ments, and all the various forms of anxlous
benevolence.

By and by, when more good people feel
sick at the results—like Mrs. Bosanquet
and Herbert Spencer and President Elliot—
then perhaps, after these tedious experi-
ences, we shall awake to the truth of Hen-
ry George's saying, and find that we have
been all along trying to do everything for
people but the one first essential thing,
namely, to ‘“‘get off thelr backs.”

- J. H. DILLARD.

Ernest Crosby’s instructive military
satire, ‘‘Capt. Jinks, Hero” (Vol. 1V, p.
816), has brought to the author many let-
ters showing its beneficent effect upon the
morals of young readers. We quote one of
these letters, which is now making the
rounds of the press. From the fatherofa
youthful reader of ‘‘Capt. Jinks’’ and ad-
dressed to Mr. Crosby, it runs as follows:

My 12-year-old son, much interested in
military matters, was following'the news-
g‘af)er accounts of the subjection of the

{lipinos with avidity and enth m,
glayed soldler with his companions, uni-

ormed and with fife and drum, or spent his
spare time reading popular war and Indian
gtory books designed for boys until ““Capt.
Jinks, Hero,”” came in his way. He read
the book a second time, and, after asking
me a few questions seemingly suggested to
his mind by Capt. Jinks's adventures, he
recommended the book to some of his mar-
tial young friends and lost further interest
in his itary amusements. The boys
dropped out one by one until finally there
were none left to represent war in our
neighborhood@. The glamour anad glory of
war are not at present in his line; he will
say but little about it, but, when induced
-to talk, shows plainly that his sympathies

CHAS F.CAMP “"ALTER 8. LEVIN ALEX.GREGORY
DPres’t aud Mgr. BSupt. Bec’y and Treas,

Camp Electric Construction Co.

41 West 24th Street, New York.
Telephone, No. 9 Madison Sq.

PRIVATE HOUSE WORK A SPECIALTY.

and thoughts are leadng him in another
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS TO

THE PUBLIC

From persons not already annual subscrib-
ers, will run from date of receipt of sub-
scription until January §, 1904. Such per-
sons subscribing now, will therefore receive
the paper for 14 months for a J2 months’
subscripiion,

REGULAR RATES:

Annually.........coooviainn, 82.00
S8emi Annually. . 1.00
Quarterly......coeevnrennnnas 50

CLUBS OF THREE:

To extend the circulation of The Public
among new readers, and at the same time to
relieve of expense such regular readers, or
others, as take the trouble to procure new
subscriptions, we will supply three subscrip-
:ions for the price of two, on the following

rms 3

A Club of Three Annual Subscrip-
tions (at least two of them new)...8$4.00

A Club of Three Semi-Annual Sub-
scriptions (at least two of them

MEW) .ovunennr tenrerrnenteonescensronnaneas 2.
A Club of Three Quarterly Sub-
scriptions (at least two of them
MEWW )ittiteeneninnnionarocisoncncencaennsens 1.

Any person soliciting new subscribers will
be allowed the same terms. For every two
new subscriptions for which he forwards us
cash at regular rates we will honor his order
for a third subscription free.

All annual club subscriptions procured before
January 1, 1903, will begin at once and continue until
Japuary 1. 1904,

Make all Checks, Money Orders, etc. -
able to o ¥ " elen pay

THE PUBLIC PUBLISHING CO.,
Box 687, CHICAQO, ILL.

The Public

s a weekly review which prints in concise and plaa

terms, with lucid explanations and without editorial

bias, all the news of the world of historical valus.

reads the daily papers and telis its readers what they

say. Itisalsoan editorial paper Though it abstaing

from mingling editorial opinfons with its news accounts,
it has opinions of a pronounced character, based upoa
the principles of radical democracy, which. in the
columns reserved for editorial comment, it expressss
fully and freely. without favor or prejudice, withowt
fear of consequences, and without hope of discreditable
reward. Yet it makes no pretensions to infallibility,
either in opini or in s of fact; it simply
aspires to a deserved reputation for {ntelligence and
honesty in both, Besides its editorial and news fees-
tures, the paper contains a department of original and
selected miscellany, in which appear articles and ex-
tracts upon various subjects, verse as well as pross,
chosen alike for their literary merit and thelr whole-
some human interest. Familiarity with Tz Pusix
will commend it as a paper that is not only worth
reading, but also worth filing.

TERMS.
Annual Subscription . X
Semi-Annual Subscription . . . . . . . 1.00
Quarterly Subscription . . . . . . . . .50
Trial Subscription(4 weeks) . . . . . . .10
Single Copies . . . « o e s e o o .08
Free of postage In United States, Canada and

Mexico. Elsewhere, postage extra, at the rate of cae
cent per week,

PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY

Tue PuBLic PuBLISHING COMPANY

[LT] {1641 UNITY BUILDING
CHICAGO, ILL.

All checks, drafts, post office money orders and ez~
press money orders should be made payable to the
order of THE PUBLIC PUBLISHING CO.

Payment of subscription is acknowledged up to sad
including the first issue of the month printed on the
wrapper. The figures following the month, refer to
the year in which the subscription expires.

Subscribers wishing to change address must give
the old address as well as the new one.

POST OFFICE ADDRESS :
THE PUBLIC, BOX 687, CHICAGO, fLL.
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Chicago.

Cm H. ROBERTS,

ATTORNEY AT LAW,
BESTATES, CLAIMS, PATENTS,
€13 Roanoke Building, Chisage.

Houston,

WING & RING,
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS,
HOUSTON, TEXAS.
Prealey K. Ewing. Henry F. Ring.

New Yerk.
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COUNSELOR AT LAW,
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OTTCE is hereby %tm that a petitios

for the pardon of George De
who was convicted of manslaughter an
sentenced to 12 years in the pemiten
at the February term of the Crimin
Court of Cook County in 1809, will be pre-
sgntgd to the s'u;,tef mggrg :l;d Pa.r(iol I&m
the January term o | Bo n

N A. MERGENTHEIL

MORTON A.
888 Unity Bullding, Chicago, IIL



