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The Rites of 	life. This diversity enhanced the graduation as 	Si Winters. 

S rin 	 it showed the commonality of people as they 	A number of students also asked to say a 
search for solutions to social problems. The 	few words upon receiving their diplomas. 

HGS Graduation 2001 	School's new Director of Education, Mike 	M a r. i a 

David Domke 

On June 28, the School held its yearly 
Spring Graduation ceremony. Attended by more 
than 40 students, each receiving a master di- 
ploma signifying their completion of the School's 
major program of study, Principles of Political 
Economy, the ceremony was noteworthy both 
for its diversity and the general feeling of cama- 

raderie and 
unity of pur- 
pose. Gradu- 
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Curtis, officiated at the ceremony. 
HGS and Board of Trustees President Sydney 

A. Mayers was the featured speaker and he pre- 
sented afew well chosen remarks. Comment- 
ing on the term "graduation" Sydney said "it 
really should be called a commencement." 

"You've cer- 

- School." 
Sydney also said"There's an old song: "I'm 

Beginning to See the Light," which all of us 
could sing once we've seen the light by com-
pleting the courses you've just completed here. 
Unfortunately, most so-called economists can-
not sing it for they are simply blind to reality. 
One of the things they don't see is what Henry 
George called 'the robber who takes all.' As 
soon as land becomes productive, the rent rises 
on that site." Sydney went on to say: "I read 
where the Federal Reserve just lowered inter -
estrates byonestfrof-i%: 
Of course, this is meant to 
stimulate our economy by 
encouraging business to in-
crease production. But the 
same thing happens - most of 
the increase ultimately goes to 
rent." 

Also on hand to speak 
were HGS instructors Bruce 
Oatman, Quisia Gonzalez, 
George DeShields, and Tito 
Ortiz. The School's Board of 
Trustees was also represented 
by Jack Schwartzman, Billy 
Fitzgerald, Irving Starer and 

writings of 
Henry George. In this day and age, the study 
of Political Economy can still give us hope. It 
gives us the hope that we can effectively fight 
against that which polarizes society - the mo-
nopolization of land which makes the poor beg 
to exercise their natural born right to work the 
land. It is not nature that holds back its bounty. 
It is landowners holding back land from pro-
duction that creates divisiveness and social 
injustice." - 

In concluding her remarks, Ms. Ochoa said: 
"It was important to me to have learned about 
this school through a friend who had picked 
up a flyer announcing one of the School's Fri-
day Night Forums. The Forum was on my fa-

vorite 
Socrates. The experience 
these past few semesters. of 
sharing an education with 
people of different nations 
and cultural backgrounds 
was very enriching to me. 
I wish to thank my teach-
ers and thank the School 
for giving me this oppor-
tunity. Thank you." 

After the ceremony, stu-
dents and teachers, at-
tended a celebration in the 
School's backyard. 

tainly made a 
start," Sydney 
said, "but 
there is still 
much work to 
be doiiè We 
urge you to 
take more 
courses and 
we urge you to 
urge others to 
take courses 
here at the 

Ochoa's re-
marks 
summed up 
what was 
most on her 
fellow stu-
dents minds 
in saying "We 
can now see 
and desire to 
follow the 
truth because 
we have rec-
ognized true 
ustice 

through the 


