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raised her up and shamed the scoffers, He bade

who loved her give her food to eat.

So might we now hear pleading for their fam

ished land, the myriad martyrs who through long

ages have died for Spain and Freedom and the

Truth.

ELIOT WHITE.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

THE UNEARNED INCREMENT TAX.

About the middle of January the First Hebrew Con

gregation of Oakland, California, bought a site for

a new synagogue, paying $40,000 for a lot containing

14,000 square feet, which is equivalent to $124,146 an

acre. That Congregation was organized in 1875, at

which time it could have bought five acres in the

same locality for about $1,000—and held it for the

workers and the increasing population of Oakland to

make more valuable. By exercising that "business

foresight," the Congregation would now be in much

better "financial" condition. The five acres bought

for $1,000 would now be worth $615,380, after writing

off the original "investment" and the accrued Inter

est; and, retaining the 14,000 square feet needed for

the new synagogue, valuing it at $40,000, tne Congre

gation would have an "unearned increment" net profit

of $575,380; which shows that it pays to get in the

way of others and make them pay you to get out of

their way.

Yes, it- pays. Two weeks before the First Hebrew

Congregation paid into a private pocket the $40,000

of unearned increment to get a site for a synagogue,

the Bixby ranch of 500 acres, in Orange County, Cali

fornia, near Los Angeles, was sold for $200 an acre.

That Is, the less than one-third of an acre in Oakland

sold for 200 times as much as a whole acre in Orange

County. The land of the Bixby ranch is specially

adapted for fruits and vegetables, has a railroad line

running through It and fine markets within easy

reach. The new owners will not use it. They did

not buy it for use, but to subdivide and sell in small

parcels to users; and as such productive land Is

scarce near Los Angeles, there will probably be

plenty of buyers at prices ranging from $500 to $1,000

an acre. At $1,000 an acre, the 500 acres will sell for

less than the present value of five acres in that part

of Oakland where the First Hebrew Congregation has

bought the site for its synagogue. Who says a tax on

the "unearned increment" would fall most heavily on

the farmer?

W. G. EGGLESTON.

AN INSIDE VIEW OF BALLINGER.

Tacoma, Wash., March 13, 1910.

The Ballinger-Pinchot investigation has developed

one fact that is not news to some of us, and which

President Taft should have understood when he was

making up his cabinet. It is that the Secretary of

the Interior, who is charged with the administration

and protection of the public domain, should not

have been chosen from the region lying between the

Rocky Mountains and the Pacific Ocean. Public

sentiment in this vast region is as tolerant of rob

bing the public domain as in olden days It was toler

ant of opium smuggling—an industry, by the way,

which formed the foundation of several large and

respectable Pacific coast fortunes.

In an article in The Public last summer (vol. xll,

p. 752) the writer pointed out that in economic

thought and civic morality the Pacific slope Is the

most backward section of the country. Special ref

erence was made in that article to the demand of the

Western raw material men for inordinately high

protection. It was pointed out that this demand was

buttressed in the public sentiment of the Pacific

coast region; that the West believes the first duty

of government is to "encourage capital" by special

privilege In one form or another, and that members

of Congress, in supporting the most greedy demands

for protection, were actually representing the senti

ments of their constituents.

What is true of Western sentiment on the tariff

question is likewise true of Western sentiment on

the question of conserving and protecting the na

tional resources. It Is not the truth to say that

Western public sentiment on this issue has become

demoralized. There never was any contrary senti

ment on the subject. You can't demoralize some

thing that never existed. From the days of the

pioneers the Western feeling has been, and now

is, that "the earth belongs to the Lord's chosen, and

we are the chosen."

The history of the development of the West is

merely the history of the exploitation of national

resources by Big Business and for Big Business.

Eastern millions and billions have been poured into

this sort of enterprise, and the fact that the people

of the whole country had an equity in the resources

thus exploited has always been either ignored or

vehemently denied. Public officials from Presidents

down have winked at the robbery of the govern

ment; land-grabbing has for fifty years been a re

spectable occupation; public sentiment has condoned

and does now condone the theft of the national

domain.

The great bulk of the Western people, who, of

course, have not themselves participated in despoil

ing the nation, have been taught to believe and do

believe largely that it is necessary for the public do

main to pass into private hands, in order to "develop

the country" and "encourage immigration." The

West is population mad; any appeal, made ostensibly

in the interest of building up the country and at

tracting Investment, is more potent than appeals to

patriotism or civic honesty.

This feeling extends into all parties. No public

man of prominence in the West is exempt from it.

Take the case of ex-Senator George Turner, of

Spokane, a man who has spent years in fighting

railroad extortion, and who is the leader of the

Democratic party in Washington State. Senator

Turner, at the National Irrigation Congress last

summer, indorsed the administration of Secretary


