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The Macmil-

\Q In “waus:. and I‘ovartv the elder

'Crem"*e woilked -nut with: great ingenuity
\ the themv that private owumfslnu of land
\ s u pubhc wrong, and f.hat the salv ation
of sdciety lies in the single tax. In this
wolyme. the son expands Dis [abher’s
ided aid follows, with. seme diffecences;
thig father's methad. " Privatd: proparty s
land appears in the son’s treafise as ona
of several forms of privilegze to which
‘eillegtively the- auther charges the phe-
. uomena- of inequality in thiz country.
& The -vounger George helds that favored
M. ‘classis hive heen pub in position to ex-
’ {ll(}lt theit teilows in n variety of ways,
Nud that the effects. of this e\_plultatum
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fe g5 dire uporn “the privces of privilegs™
as upon theh vietims, “Clear and keep
cleny the way to nature's bounties and
then :let individuals  alone—that is the
%llpl‘eme canor of civilization,” days Mr.
- George. It is alse the lesson of his bool,

H;s owa review of its content gives a
Lompuct idea of the thmrr-. lle 1Ltm.upt:,
[ pwn.

War h.wn_ sERT the natuu. uT ‘Hrivilege i

‘lhﬁ United . States aird ity varled and
dead[y [ruitsmthat the wondarfully gredt
velume' of wealth being produced in this

: countrv is being most unequeafly distrib-

Y uted; i‘hat this is dde to the exercise of
puwers :of approprigtion .passessed. by
snme individuals and conferred upen them

'by @ecml or general grants of govarn-
meat .or By government passlvely sane-
tmued yat thess powers. are- privilagas,

- ‘and:are,: in effect, what the word “ihriv-
i its origindl . sense ‘meant, - prl-

—laws for the advantage ol .por-
tit‘ular pergons; that in conseguence af
'these prlvl]eges veritu.ble nrinans’of riclas

are helnﬂ‘ rilsed on one slda, While the
Thadges -are being 'held down fo an in-
tens{f‘ymg struggie for a living on the
orher; “that ‘thld is produelng: two  dis-
tingt claases—the one imbueéd. with feel-
1ngs e supenlonty and arrogunce, the
‘other of ényy. and hatred; that gs. a fur-

ther onsequence puhilc and prlvate [ors

Sl valE are s guiféring, the. superabund_mtly
Tleh, -fallin" into monstrous ‘bhusliasy prac-
‘private infidelities; divoree: Babits
: rres.punslbility for - chdld- benring,

P reduced to. cunriltions breeding want,
CoCEin andserime,” from : which, must come
g,ne.lai physlca,l mentnﬂ and moml de-

As ihp authm"s own summniy lll(]i.-

is ~something. more than ‘that..

mold ‘0f-one lnpothesm. MMr. George
- yetells  jigarly -everything tlint:-hus hap-
pened i tie ‘last decadd or 0, and sees
; development, -the’ sinister power
‘of privilge. It appears in” the Souto
]jomin'go'ruintt‘er-' in .thé “general move-

‘oo mient of American ‘expinsion, in the phe-}

ronena: of clisas an ‘college spirit, in the
'f'tcL tllat later onomisis lhave  super-
i it the universities; in
Pcﬂ‘:lmml use 'Of troops’ to restore
n qtr:lmq, in i.he defermindtion of
cln not tn 'ba termnzed by the
m the

nta Fe ntha 2 inc the he‘rmmn‘fn
uniform for. ‘the “lnte House at-
gzudnuts, and in the fads :m{l fancies of
the 400

B s, n -ingenious array of facts, in
; in' 6E which less discerning critics had
_0 see uny relatmn, that \11 George

) cutes, ‘his, book is_&.-sweeping indictment.
Uf every. phase.of existing Ameucnn life..
It 1R
Lnntempmary history, interpreted by -thei:
]w‘ht ot suwle ldul forced into the rigid

‘imdouhtedi

‘places fha

classities tonuthexj and labels with thel
(ar of privilege, Indeed, every manf
whose daily couteern iz with the things
ef his own tilne, and who has vot both-
ered aliont n scraphook, must feel iu-
debted to the author for gathering be-
twiden the covers of o handy sized volume
50 much of recent political and sociologi-
cal bistory, even if he gives-it & twisi
of his own, The work demonslrates how
good n heol may be compiled by simply
collecting newspaper aceonnts of lhe sig-
uificant events of the day, and magazine
entargements ol the same, and then co-
crdinating them by means of a suggeslive
Bypothesis.  Practieally oll of the wa-
teriat in "T'he Alenace of Privilege”
could be worked . over iuto anather book.
for instance, on “The Menace nf Imv
perialism™ or “The Decay of Reoligion.”
The elder George wonld have followerd
a different method. His reasoning would
fwiave heen closer, and he wonld not have
struggied sb pevsistently to malie every-
thing above ground fit his theory. The
necessities ‘of e younger man's position,
as lie has defined it fov himself, require
Lim not only to give the existing syatem.
of things the short end jn ev ery instance,
ty extract on peession g lesson dramati-
eally opposite to the aceepted and uwor-
mal, bui even to apset’ tive historicai
judgments of men like Grote and discern
in the.fate of Greece only the earmarks
of Lis hebby, and- not the inevitable con-
sequetices of - an exaggerated indivduak
isin and townshipy patriotisin that pre-
ventad the -little states of the Hellenic
faith from comhmmr against 1 cammuu
fae, :
We would not decry the earnestness of
the aathor aid the sincere cwid helpful
humanitarianism of hiz {reatize. His in-
dictment containg too much of truth; hiy
theory is imgenions-and it, too; countning
maueh of trnth. - Lo the limits of this ve-
view it would Lt idle to attempl to indi-
cate what we think is well taken and
what il taken in a hook that covers the
whole eange’of American life. . The ¢hief
eriticism we make tere is that Mr. George
tries to prove too much, and necessariy
i5 occisidnally lad-fite absurdities. Even-
in the inquiriog nttitude¢ of inodérn “ceon-
emists toward -the phenomena- of wealth,
of muuufuctur ing . aned  distribution he
cliouses to ses_the cloven hoof of privi-
lege. His mlpntlence here is funny and
Why are ail these allezed
over

celf—mveﬂlmg.
anvauntg pretending ‘to: ba. puzzled-
the cumplm muchm—ﬂy of socmty"

Glish: privilég:

ki thh svznnuf.iw for thexr r;u[’-
Ceritigs, his tréatise vet licks iu too mnny‘
‘highest- loy'ﬂty ol all-—lo}alty
“whale' trath:” e does? Mot 'ap-
[noﬂ"h hls field" with tlle humility of the
inquiriag mmd “He' iy nmthm “fail ot
practical=in -liis gweepitg, are m"nment,I
juatifisble - as much of it isi - In i
preface he ‘avouches Lis scorn of -comf
nromises, and declores -that ”im]fwu'v
measures will'be worse than fotile.” Bu‘n
no movement ‘toivard better. things w:l"
whiel M. George: wenld associate hin,
self ' woilld:Be possibie” to- bim .iE-:h\;:
treated its.phenomens and its persopall
ities in the same unfriendly and uncome
pmmlqlnz fazhion: f

And Mr, Georze himyg
sell; a8 giclatey created to inaungurate Lhu%J
new regime, which his book -is designed)

tv hasten, woald figd Himself giviog hla[
causs -the henefif of doubts he denies|
the present grder, resoriing to r:tpuheniS‘l
he condeins now, decrying the very sorl!
of criticism with “]uch Lié proves, ta his ¥
owh satisfaction: thai the Former days

weré inucli- betterthan. these. - If



