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CRIME IS NOT A_FROflLEM 

Ernest T. Farmer 

J. Edcr hoover, in the American Magazine for March, states 
chat there. are about six million criminals in the United States. 
Such, a 'or oortinn, more then one in twentyfive of the population, 
indicate. a serious degree of acciel demoraiizet  ion. Canada has 
aiwa37s been a comparatively law-abiding country, but since in this  
Dominion crime has been increasing some Live times as fast as 
populatjon, we must face the cossibiLity of equal or greater clemor-
alization. 'udeed,. tr. C. F. beelands, Deputy Provincial Secretary 
of Ontario, recently forecast a considerable crime wave during the 
next few years. 

Under a'wh olesome social system, crime would be a rarity. One 
of the keenest of human desires is, to be, of good repute. The 
average n'ian is not keenly sensitive about anti-social behavior. He 
would not greatly mind being seen in the company of a company direc- 
tor knowp. to have bribed public officials, for, although such bribery 
is actually a crime it ie one for which the perpetrators are seldom 
brouaht to punishment. '3ut he has a horror of 11.1ai lbirds" -- he 
would rot like to he seen with one who had served 30 clays for an 
offence much less serious than bribery. Still, less would he risk 
such a sentnc. 	There are indeed rare cases of persons who 
appear to be born with a perverted psychological make-up, allowing 
itself in childhood, which prompts them not only to anti-social 
actions but to a defiance 01 aLthOmity, or more ofton to a belief 
in their urn ability to escape detection, But allowing for such 
cases, if more than two or three persons in a thousand become crim-
jfl2lS, it shows a 'serious defect in the, .s oi1 organization. 

All laws limit people' a actions in a way which may be irksome. 
Their oul, Juotifca io n is , that tne, limit aitiocial act ions 
while promoting those which ore generally beneficial. Bu' 
ments have in countless cases acted perversely, making crimes of 
beneficial actions. At one time it was in several States of the 
Union a crime, punishable by two years imprisonment, to teach a 
colored person to read, or to have,  in possession printed matter 
adv ocOt inc the abaljt ion of slavery. As regards this particular 
crie, t! le criminals were better men than the ones who prosecuted, 
judged arid punished. them. 

Almost a century ago Patrick. Edward Dove wrote, in his "Theory 
of Human Progression" : "Tile act of transport in which the smuggler 
is engaged is one of the most legitimato modes. of exercising the 
human powers. First, it is profitable tO th e. foreign sellor. Second, 
it is profit ale to the merchant. Txlird., it is profitable to the 
carrier. Fourth, it is profitahle to tin.'; ilome consumer; fOr if the 
goods were not more highly esteemed by him than t'ie, money, ho would 



• 

not purchase them at the Price. And fifth, it is injurious to no 
one. The first three are money profits; the fourth, a orofit of 
convenience and giatificotion.ut the moral effects are no less 
beneficial. First, the man who is engaged in lawful trading is 'wel 
employed, and likely to be a peaceful and good citizen. Second, the, 
fact of PUrChCS±OP from a foreigner gives the trader an interest in 

foreigner, and eminently tends to break down thode national 
antipathies which have descended from the darker ages. The buyer an 
bhe seller are a steo farther from war ever bargain they conclude ii 
honest dealing; and the iniquitous doctrine, that a Frenchman -,--La the 

• natu.;al enemy of an En 1isiman must every day find its practical 
refut stion in the substantial benfits of trade. First, then, the pro-
•nibitory law sacifice.s all these benefits, and the law of restriction 
djniinshes them to the full extent of its restriction. But what tak3 
place? The coLlt:ahand irader is c ca bed by the orospect of gain arJa-
me from the increase of price. The increase of price, instead of 
being a benefit to the legal trader, is his curse. It is neither more 
ncr iess than a premium held out to the smuggler to evade the custom 
and to undersell the legal trader, thereby tending constantly to 
reduce his profit as well as to diminish his sale. But this is not 
all. It is a premium to th reckless to break the law; and the man 
who lives in the breach of the law soon becomes a ruined character 
and a ruined man. There are, perhaps, few courses of life that end 
in ruin so so certainly as the smuggler s  a; and yet, barring the law, 
the acts in which he; is engaged are perfectly innocent and perfectly 
legitimate." 

The groat evil of the tariff, however, is not that it makes crim-
inals of a comparative few who are engaged in what is properly legit-
imate husinss, but that it contributes to the unemployment, the 
frustration, which overcomes the natural repugnance to crime and makes 
criminals of normal human beings. 

• 	The great fault of our social system, however, is that it arti- 
ficially makes the most important anti-social practices profitable. 
Many persons ut this country maintain slum dwellings 	dwellings so 
overcrowded and unsanitary that the inhabitants die off at twice the  
normal rate. The material and spiritual harm done each year by this 
practice is many times greater than that done by any of the prac-
tices punishable under the criminal code. Under a wholesone social 
system this practice would be unprofitable -- there would be nobody 
to ay rent for, slum dwellings. But our system  keeps many in such 
condition ofpoverty that they arecompelled to inhabit SUCh Places. 

• it further encourages the slum landlord bysupplying public services 
to his holdings at a quarter or less of tile cost, while compelling 
the. owners of sound properties to make up the difference. The result 
is that the slum landlord's  profits per acre are several times those 
of the decent la ndl or d! s . 

Ehind tIle slum landlord is the still greater social offender 
who makes slums profitable 	the land speculator. Holding land idle 
wh9 n it 1s needed Dr use is, a most wasteful practice. Under a sane 



Marcli-April j  1946 	 T:QuAHBDAL 	 po 

social sstem the loss occasioned wouai fall upon the person re-
ponsibic, so that land would he held vrastofull, idle only throt.. 
miscalculation, for short periods. But oux ,  urnatural and illoca 
system allows this evil practice to be profitable. It has become 
not only a greater social evil than Cfl?j  one of the practices 
punishable as crimes, but greater than all such pt together. 

• And so the victims of tIese evil roctices come to be in such 
a parlous state that they desoesteiy rcvolt and create a so-S 
ba 	 m lled "nrohlo'. Crime 	not a problem. It is an eJil Which 
perhaps can not be entirely eradicated, but which can he reduced 
to a twentieth, a fiftieth or less 	its presentproportions by 
known means. The real problem is, hor to overcome the opposition 
of the "respect able but d angerouslu s anti-a oc ial persons who 
profit by the social misdeeds which produce criminals. 
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