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CRIME IS NOT A PROSLEM

Ernsgt J. Parmer

Ggar Hoover, in the American Magazine for March, states

are anout gix million c=:W“malc in the TUnited Statvh. ‘
Dqu proportion, more than one in twenty-five of the population,
indicates & serious degree of social Qoﬂqujlzntlon Canada has
always begen a comparatively law-abiding country, bubt since in this.
Dominion crime has been increasing some five times as fast ag
population, we must face the vogsibility of equsl or greater demor-

alization. Indeed, ¥r. ¢. ¥. declands ) Deputy Provincial Secretary
of Ontario, rocently forecast a ceongiderable crime wave during the
next few years. "

Under a wholgsome gocisl sysbewm, crime would be a rarity. One
of the keenest of lmman desires is, to be of good repute. The
average man is not keenly sensitive about anti-social behavior. He
would not gr%ﬂtly mind being seen in the company of a company direc-
tor known to have bribed nuollc officials, for, although such bribery
is actually a crims it is one for which the perpetrators are seldom
brought to punishiment. But he has a horror of "jailbirds" -- Lie
would not 1ike to be seen with one who had served 30 days for an
of fenecs much less serious than bribsry. Still less would he risk
such a sentence. . There are indeed rare cases of persons who
appear to be born with a perverted psychological make-up, showing
itself in childhood, which prompts them not only to anti-social
actiong hut to & defiance of authority, or more often to a belief
in thair owmn w*lltj to egcape detection. But allowing for such
cages, i wmore than two or thres psrsons in a thousand become crim-
inalg, it ehowg a serious defect in the social organizabion. :

All Yaws limit people's actions in a way which may be irksome.
The ir onl“ 'U xlfwbarlo n 1% thaf they limit anti-social ‘actions

ments lﬁvw,ln countless cases acted perverscly, making crimes of
benefiofal actions. At one time it wa s in several gtates of the
crime, punishoble by two years' imprisonment, to teach a

Union =
colored person to read, or to hﬂve in pcgsession pr'atmd matter
advocating the abolition of glavery. As regards this particular

1o
crime, the criminalz were better men than thc oneg who prosecuted,
judged and punished them.

Almogt a c~1turj ago Patrick Edward Dove wrote, in his "mneOfy
of Human Progression’ : "The act of transport in which the smuggler
is engaged is one of tiie most legitimate modes:of exercising the

human powers. First, it is profitebis to the foreign seller. Second,
it is profitable to the merchant. Third, mt is QTOTL+aOlC to the
carrier. Fourth, it 1s prcfiteble to ths me consumer; for if the
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goods were not more highly csteemed by h m than te money, hée would
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not purcngge them at the price. And fifth, it ig injurious to no

one. T@e first three‘are money profits; the fourth, a profit of
SonVeplgnce and gratification.But the moral effects are no legs
ognef1c1al. First, the man who is engaged in lawful trading is wel!l
gmployed, and likely tc be a peaceful and good citizen. Sscond, the
;got of pgrchasing from a foreigner gives the trader an interest iﬁ
vhat foreligner, and eminently tends to break down those national
antipathies wiich have descended from the darker ages. Tl buyer an
the seller are a step farther from war svery bargain they conclude 1.
henest dealing; and the iniquitous doctrine, thaf "a Frenchman in the
natural enemy of an Eoglishman® must every day find itg practical
refutration in the substantial bengfits of trade. First, then, the pro-
nibitory law sacrifices all these benefits, and the law of restriction
tdiminishes them to the full extent of its restriction. But what takeg
piace? The contraband trader is created by ths prospedt of gain aris-
ing from the increase of price. The increase of price, instead of -
being a benefit to the legal trader, is his curse. Tt is neither more
ncr lggs than a premium held out to the smuggler to evade the custom
and to undersell the legal trader, thereby tending constantly to
reduce his profit as well ags to diminish his sale. But this is not
all. Tt 1s a premium to the reckless tc break the law; and the man
who lives in the breach of the law soon becomes a ruinsd character

and a ruined man. Thsre are, perhaps, few courses of life that end

in ruin so so certainly as the smuggler's; and yet, barring the law,
the acts in which he is engaged are perfoctly innocent and perfectly.
legitimate." :
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The great evil of the tariff, however, is not that it makes crim-
inals of a comparative few who are engaged in what is properly legit-
imate business, but that it contributes *to the unemployment, the
frustration, which overcomes the natural repugnance to crime and makeg
criminals of normal human beings.

The great fault of our social gystem, however, is that it arti-
ficially makes the most important anti-soccinl practices profitable. -
Many persons in this country maintain slum dwellings -- dwellings so
overcrowded and unganitary that the inhabitants die off at twice the
normal rate. The material and spiritual harm dons each year by this
practice is many times greater than that done by any of the prac-

- tices punishiable under the criminal code. Under a wholesone social
system this practice would bé unprofitable -- there would be nobody
to pay rent for zium dwellings. But our system keeps wmany in such
condition of poverty that they arecompelled o inhablt such places.
1t further encourages the slum landlord bysupplying public services
to his holiings at a guarter or less of the cost, while compelling
the owners of socund properties to make up the difference. The result
is thet the glum landlord's profits per acre are seversal times those
of the decent landlord's. : .

ind the slum landlord is the still greater social offender
glums profitable '~- the land speculator. Holding land idles
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whan



March-April, 1946 THE SQUARE DEAL ' Page ©

gocial gvebem the loss occagioned wouid fall upon the person’ rﬂgm
pon31ole, so that land would bhe held wastefully idle only thro
migscalculation, for short periods. But our unnatural and lllOg*CQl
system allows this svil practice to be profitable. It has becoms
not only a greater social evil than any ons of the practice

punishable ag crimes, but greater than all such put together.

And zo the victims of thess evil practices come to be in such
a parlous state that they desperately revolt and crsate a go-
¢alled "oroblem". Crime s not a p“Obme. It is an evil which
perhaps can not be entirely eradicat but which can be reduced
to & twenticth, a Fiftieth or less 'of wts present proportionsg by
known means. The real problsm ig, how to overcome the opposition
of the ”redpcctwole” but dangerously‘anti-social persong Who
profit by the social misdeeds which produce criminals.
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