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But it is idle in cases of this kind to appeal to the public spirit of the vacant
lot owners. Even self-interest, or the possibility of good returns on their money,
does not move them. The only recourse in such cases is to the city government.
The health authorities under their police powers should see that the lots are
kept perfectly clean and sightly, and the taxing authority ought to pursue a
policy of assessing the lots at the highest possible figure, with a view to forcing
improvement.

Here is a field where for the good of the community at large the city au-
thorities could well afford to make a partial application of the “Henry George
idea” of taxation. It is within the city’s power to do so and it ought not to
hesitate to exercise its latitude of discretion in the premises.

The Twentieth Century Farmer says: In Nebraska more than any other
State perhaps this question of tax reform is pressing to the front. It is doubt-
ful whether as great discrimination and favoritism are tolerated in any other
State, and tax shirking and tax exemptions are as flagrant.

The New York Sun of April 16: Mortgage taxation is double taxation,
and is essentially unjust.

The Hornellsville Times, April 11: The practicable and equitable plan of
reaching personal property has not yet been discovered.

The Brooklyn Eagle of April 21: When the people finally learn the truth
that the consumer pays the tax whether he be the renter of the house or the rider
in the street car, the demand that the producer pay a larger share of the cost of
government may grow less insistent, and we may come around to the good old
(?) notion that direct taxation is better than indirect.

The Utica (N. Y.) Journal says: “No worse method of raising revenue
can be devised than the present one. It would be much wiser to abandon all
attempts to tax personal property, as has been done in Great Britain and some
other European countries.”

The Brooklyn Eagle (April 20th) says: “In any form double taxation is
outrageous.”

That the land of this country rapidly is falling into the hands of men who
propose to use it as a basis for dividends rather than for the development of
homes for themselves long has been apparent to the casual observer. The stu-
dent of sociology might find in conditions in Chicago at this moment some data
of startling import along these lines; for here hundreds of small business men
who have grown gray in Chicago’s industrial and commercial life have been
forced, during the past few weeks, to go out of business because of the ex-
orbitant rents charged by the landlords. Another sign of the times is the ten-
dency of the rich speculators to buy up farm lands everywhere. And now comes
the announcement that Cornelius Vanderbilt has been elected a director in the
New York Realty Corporation, which has a capital of $3,000,000, and is engaged
in the buying, improving and renting of real estate. Among Mr. Vanderbilt’s
associates are W. H. Havemeyer, Henry Seligman, Charles Steele, of J. Pierpont
Morgan & Co., and others of the same character, who know the full cash value
of special privilege. The man fortunate enough to have been born and bred an
American knows little of the meaning of the landlordism that has driven mil-
lions of Europeans to seek an asylum and a home in our broad land. But
the gradual concentration into the hands of a few of all the monopolies promises
to reveal to the coming generation its full and fearful import. To our farmer
friends we say, stick to the land you own, no matter how alluring the prices
offered.—Farmers’ Voice.
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