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The Hon, Tom L., Johnson,
667 Euclid Ave,,
Cleveland, *onto,
U,

.S--

30th March, 1906,

Dear Mr, Johnson:-

Yours of the 15th has Jusc reached me,XXXXXXXXXXHXXX
Now as to Fairhope, I have never in the motest sense suggested that
this Colony is going to upset things, and while it may not have appml—
ed to you as a practical illustration of what a single tax might

do, it is a first-class beginning of proof in that direction.

The ¢olony has about 2,000 acres now, it is adminiséred on
single tax lines to the fullest Sxtent a small community within u
State can be administered under existing laws, The land belon,
to the body, the entire land rents and income from utilities nov a-
mount to about $4,000 yearly, which is expended just as it woum
be expended in a s{nels—tax country. All Gounty Schools and State
taxes are paid ny the community out of the land rentals, and the
balance is used for road=-making and public improvements. If free
water, free schools (in addition to the State half-time schools), free
library, free bue}phouses free telephone service, and the best
roads of any small community in the South, free whare for foot pass-
engers and other puhlio utilitiés, all paid out of land rentals, are
not nearly what we are after, I would like to know what is! I may
say to you, sub rosa, that I am quietly picking up additional tracts
of land, and there is reason to believe that, within six months, the
land will be doubled in acreage.

The fact that the existence of Fairhope is right there
derressing land values in the immediate neighborhood is most signif-
icant, land a mile from Fairhope boundary averaging lower rrices
than vnmh of the land five miles away.

am expecting to go to Philadelphia again for two or
three mcmths early the coming summer, and will want t0 sec you.

I nhear Frank Staphens is doing a ot of lecture work. He
has had a hard row to hoe of late,

Wwith all good wishes,
Yours very tiuly,

(8gd) Joseph Fels.




