THE RELIGION OF JOSEPH FELS

: Theological School,

R o . L

. Mr joseph Fels;: Phﬂadelphza Pa. CL : ‘
Dear Sn—Hawng read muich. of you and your many -

. acts of chari ity and phzlanthx opy, I write to ask for a dona—-’
o tlon Arom you for our institution. -

R It may seem strange that I ask thig of one who is not of,
* pur - faith, yet.I' have read in some’ of yOur speeches that
" you make no d15t1nct1on of race, creed ot color; and tha

- regard: aH men as’ yom b1other~a, that you behev

Cyot aré teuchmor what our 1nst1tut10n teaches and ) .
Lot s domg, as, best 1t can w1th Iumted means the wmk o _a1e';
o trymg to do,’ N : S
- We'are sadlv in need of money Many young mien who
w1sh to enter out school and pr epare themselves to teach the .
Gospel of Christ ate without, means to pay their board and
by books, and our meéans are 5o limited that we can not help.
them. These young men, trained in our school to preach the
~ -gospel, would, many of them, be fitted to carr v the Word to
© the heathen’ of foreign Jands, and thus be instrumental in
dispelling the. darkness that reigns among millions of our
o 'tn ethren inn other lands, -
Can _you not help us? . What would be a Very 11tt1e to
you ‘would be # great deai to us, and rmght be the means cf
: savmg many SOL‘I.I:: - :

- Y.ouijs rESP,.eﬂtfyllly,‘




Revi ———

" Dean —w_—.'-—The—olog'ical Schbol.

_Dear Sir—Replying to yom commumcatxon I am at a
0ss to know where you have réad of my “dcts of chamty cmd _
. aphtlanthrof)'\ﬁ I am not a philanthropist and give not_hmtr -

.- to charity.

When you say I am ‘ot of your “Faith,” T suppose you -
‘mean of your creed. Let riie state my faith and we can see

wherein we dlﬁ‘er o

ol beheve in the Tat]1e11100d of God and thelefcne in the
Brotherhood of Man By “Man” T mean all meu. So far ‘

T A

I suppose we agree _ ‘
T believe that the Creator fxeely gave the earth {0 all of

' '_  HIS chﬂdren that all nny have equal rights to its tise. Do o

'_’Zyou agzee to that"' '

T believe that the m] unctwn, “in the sweat bf thy brow '

shalt thou eqt br cad” ‘necessarily implies “Thow ‘shilt not
eat -br cad w the swcat of thy bmthews brow _Do_you
"aglee? . ' T . '
' I bel1eve that a11 are Vlolatmg the d1v1ne Iaw who 11ve in
_idleness on wealth produced by others since they | (:at bread

in the sweat of theu brothers’ b1ows Do yout agree: 10 that?"
T believe that no nian should have power to take wealth’ :
he has not p1oduced or earned unless fxeely gwen ‘ta hzm h

'by the producer Do you agree?’

1 beheve that Brother hood 1equ11es g1v1ng an equwalent S
for eve1y se1v1ce recexved from 4 brother. Do you agree? -

I believe it is blasphemous to dssert "or insintiate that"
God has condemned some of H1s chllchen to hopeless povelty
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and tg the crimes, want and misery resulting therefrom and

" has at the same time awarded to others lives of ease and

_lu}hiry without labor. Do yo{i agree?

il beheve that ‘involuntary poverty and- mvolunta1 y tdle-

- ‘ness are unnatural and are due to the denial by éome of

the 11ght of others to use fleeiy the gxfts of God to all.
Do you agref:P :

Smce labor ptoducts are.needed fo sustain life a,nd smce

labor’ n]ust be applied to land in oider to p:oduce T beheve .

that every child comes into life with Divine pelmlasnon to
tise land without the consent of any other chlld of God.
Do you agree? _

) Where inen congz egate in or gamzed soc:ety, land has a
value apart from the value of things produced by labors as

: populatlon -and mdushy increase the value of 1and 1ncreaqes,'

but the value of labor products does not. - That. increase in
land value is community-made value, . Inasmuch as your
?owe,r to labor is a gift of God all the wealth produced by
.- your labor is yours, and no man nor coflection of men has a
: "z'-ight to take any of it from you. Do you agree to that?
I belfeve the comummty—made value of land belongs to
the commumty just as the wealth ploduced by 3011 belongs
to you. “ Do you ‘agree to that? .~ :

Therefore I beheve that the fundamental evil, the great

God-denying crime of society, is the 1111qu1tous S}"ot&l‘ﬂ under
which men are pérmitted to put into their pockets, confis-
cate in fact, the commuhity—made values of land, while
' 'orga111zed soc1ety confiscates for pitblic purposes a part of
the wealth created by individuals. Do you agree to that? .

-Uaing a concrete 11111strat10u. I own in the city of Phila-
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delphia 1134 acres. of land for which I paid $32, 500 2 few o

years ago. On. account of increase of, population .and .in+
dustry in ‘Phl]adelphla, that land is. now worth. about $125,-
000. I have expended no labor or money upon it. So I
have done nothing to cause that increase of $92 500 in a
few years My feIIow citizens in Phlladelphla created it and
I believe it thelefore belongs to them, not to me. .1 beheve '
that the man- -made Iaw which gwes to me and other Iand— -
lords Values we have not or eated isa v101at10n of Dlvme law.

T believe that Justlce demands that theae commumty made

values be taken by the commumty f01 common purposes 1n—»

, That is-my c1eed Sy falth my rellglon Do you teach
that 01 anythmg like it, in you1 theologlcal school'r‘ If not,

why not? I have 2 r1ght to ask smce you. have a,sked me
for money At you ag1ee to ,my. proposxtlons but do not_
teach them teil me why If I am | in error show me 1n whaf'
:espect ' '

. Tvam, using all. the noney. I have to teach my Lreed my |
fa.lth, my. religion as best I can. . I am-using it.as best I
know ‘.l.low to abolish the Iell of civilization, which is want
and fear of want,. I am using it to bring in the will of our
Father, to establish the Bro..t_herhood'é_f:man by giving each
of my brothers an equal opportunity to have and use the
giffs of our Fathér. Am I misusing that money? If so,
why and how ? - _ . S R

If my teaching is wrong and contrary to true relzgzon
I want to know it." I take it that if you are not teachm_g

_ religion in its fullness, you wish to know it,- Am I correct?

What I-:.tea'ch.may be criticized as mixing politics: with
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V'"';'el.igion,.:'but;,caﬂ‘Iu be successfully attacked on that ground?

Politics, in its true meaning, is the science of .':gover-mﬁent.
Is government a thing entirely apart from religion or from
righteousness 2+ Ts not ]ust government:founded upon right
doing? =~ - .. o N A T

I my 1e11g10n is true, if it accords “with the bas:c prm—‘
Clpié‘a ‘of - morahty tatght' by Jesus; ‘How : is- it possible for
Yol sehool té teach Cliristianity whei it ignores thié science

~of government? Or is your school so"difféi‘éht frotiy other
'theological schooIs that it does teach the fundamental moral

) 'lnmples upon whlch men assocmte‘themselvea m or gamzed

-government? o B i

Do you quest:on the 1e1at10n between taxatlon and Tight-
eousness? ‘Let. us:see.- 1f government isa natural growth

then sm'ely God’s.natural law provides food and sustenance'

for.government as that food is.needed ,lfox .where in natyre
do.we find.a creaturé coming into the world. without timely

: p10v1510n of natural food for it? It is, in our system ‘of

taxation. that we find the most emphatlc denial. of the Fathe1—
hood of God and the Brotherhood of Man, becatse first, in

- order to meet our commeon needs we take from individuals
- what does. not belong to us in common ; second, we permit

md1v1dua.ls to-take for themselves what does belong to as’
in common; and thus, thnd under the pretext of taxation

- for pubhc pmposes ‘we ‘have estabhshed .a system that per-.
“inits sorie’ men to tax other men for prlvate pre ofit.

Does not that v1olate the natutal the dwme law? Does

. it not surely beget wolﬁsh gi eed on the one hand and gaunt

poverty on the other?. Does it not surely. breed mﬂhonalres
on one end of the social scale. and tramps on the other end?
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Has it ngt. brought into ,civiliz_a.;ioz_i a lléll-of.rwhi_ch‘ thé

savage can have no. conception? . Could any better system

be devised for convincing men that God is the father of a’

few and the step-father of the. many? s not that destructive .

of the sentiment of brotherhood? With such a condztmn--’
how, is it poss:ble for.men in masses {0 obey the new com-
mandment “that ye loz/e otte another?” What could mose
smely thrust mgen apart, what could mme surely dw:de them '

- mto wamng claases'r’

You say that you 11eed money to tram young mert and ﬁt"‘ :

fthem ‘to carry the wwd to tke heathen of formgn lands, cmd-"i et
 thus. be instrumental mrdﬂspe_ellmg_the darkness that veigns
amony milliom‘ a'f out - b?etk’ré&z in other lands? . That is a - :

noble purpose But what message would your school give. '

to. these young men to take to the benighted brethren that”

would stand a fire of questmus flom an mtelhgent heathen?

- Suppose, for examplé,- your school sends' to .some ‘pagan -

countty an mtelhgent young man who, dehvels his- message ; -
and ‘suppose an. mtelhgent maf m the auchence asks these.
questions: R '

~ “You come from America, where your religion
has been taught for about 400 years, where ewry' '
smadl mﬁage has one of yowr churches, gnd the.
great cities have _sc_qres upon scores. . Do all the .
beople attend these churches? Do your countrymen
generally practice what you preach to us? Does
even a considerable fm-iﬂp}'ity proctice it? Are your
latws consistent with or contrary to the religion you
preach to us? Are your cities clean morally tn proz

- portiow to the number of churches they containf?
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Do your courts administeir justice tmpartially be-

tween man. and man, between rich ond poor? Ig

it as easy for @ poor man as for o rich one“to get
Tis rights in your courts? :

“Vou have great and powerful ma!honmres
How did they get their money? Howve they more
influence than the poor in your churches and in
your Congress, your legislatures and courts? Do

" they, in dealing with their employees, observe the

mba -al law, that ‘the laborer is worthy of his hire?
»'Do they treat their hired laborers as brothers? Do
they put children to work who o_u ght to be at play -
or at school? :
Do your churches protest when the militia
is called out during a strike, or do they foc"get at

- such times what Jesus said about the use of the

sword?

“After four renturies af teaching and 151'eachmg
of vour religion in your country, has crime disap-
pearcd or diminished, have you less use for joils,
are fewer and fewer of yowr people driven into

' mad houses, and have suicides decreased?. Is there

‘a larger proportion of crime among Jews and in-
- fidels than among those who profms the Clms-

imm religion®” - © ..

_ What answexs would . your mlssmnaly return to these
questlons? How would you answer them?

I do not atta.ck Chuatlanﬁy The for egoing guestions
are not intended ‘as criticism of the great moral code under-
lymg Chrlstlamty, but as or iticism of the men who preach
‘but do not practice that code.-

“wnbelief,” but that is no answet. _

H

T

You may accuse me of
I{ you have any eriticism



to make of e or any dccusation to bring against me, answer
the questions first. ~Give me straight an3wers and 1 will
give str aight answers to. any questions you ‘may put 10 meé.

My conitention is that the code of morals taught by Jesus '

is a code of ]ustme of right living and’ ught doing; that the
. simple code of morals taught to the ﬁshermen of Gaihlee
by the Carpentér of Nazareth is all embr acing. and all suf—
ficient for our sccial life,

T shall be- glad ‘to contribute to your theological Sc:h'oc')l\-_-.
or to any other that gets down to the bed rock of- that socilal o
~and moral. code accepts it in its fullness, and trains its L
students to teach and pr cach it régardless of the. ralment S

the bank accounts, the soc1a1 standing o pohtmal pos1t1on
of the per sons in the pews. . Vely truly youfs; '
jOShPH I‘DLS

Y i ot




]OSEPI—I FELS, HIS RELIGIO_N:
I BELIEVE-—-.—-;, '

—in the Fatherhood of God and therefore in the Brotherhood of Man.
By “Man” I mean all men.

—that the Creator freely gave the earth to al! His chlldrcn that all
may have equal rights to its use.,

~—that the mJunctlon, “in the sweat of thy brow shalt thou eat bread,”
necessanly u'nphcs ‘thou shalt not eat bread in the sweat of thy brather’s
brow.”

—that alk are violating the divine law who 11vc in idleness on wealth
produced by others since they eat bread in the sweat of their brothers’
brows. .

—that no man should have power to take wealth he has not produced
or earned unless freely given.to him by the producer. .

-—that Brotherhood requires giving an, equivalent for every service
received from a brother.

—that it is blasphemous to assert or insinuate that God has condemned
some of His children to hopeless poverty and to the crimes, want and
misery resulting therefrom, and has at the same time awarded to others
lives of case and luxury without labor.

—that involuntary poverty zand involuntary idleness are unnatural and
are due to the denial by some of the right of others to use freely the gifts
of Ged to all. _

—that every child comes into life with Divine permission to use land
without the consent of any other child of God.

—that as the power to labor is a gift of God all the wealth produced’

by your labor is yours, and no man nor collection of men has a right to
take any of it from you.

~—that the fundamental evil, the great God-denying crime of society,
is the iniquitous system under which men are permitted to confiscate the
community-made values of land, while organized society confiscates for
public purposes a part of the wealth created by individuals.

—that Justice demands that these community-made values be taken
by the community for common purposes instead of taxing enterprise and
industry.

‘That is my creed, my faith, my religion.




Each of us is inevitable,

Each of us is limitless—each of us with his or her right upon the earth, :
Each of us allow’d the eternal purports of the earth,
Each of us here as divinely as.any is here.

My spirit has pass'd in compassion and determination around the whole
earth,

I have took'd for cquals and lovers and found them ready for me in atl lands,
I think some divine rapport has egualized me with them.

—Warr WHITMAN.

Mass Meeting to Honor the Memory of

JOSEPH FELS

1853-1014
Under the Auspices of the People’s Institute
Cooper Union, Friday, March 13, 1914, at 8 p. m,
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WHAT JESUS WOULD DO

He would insist on observance of the Golden Rule. He would, there-
fore, abolish the army and navy. He would tolerate no discrimination
against any person on account of race, color, nationality, ancest:y, lack of
wealth, or political, religious or other opinion. He would object to the
maintenance of = government in the Philippines or elsewhere against the
wishes of the inhabitants. He would object to legalized theft as strongly
as to illegal stealing. He would consequently oppose all tariffs for afy
purpose, and all other taxes on industry or its products; He would demand
that values ereated by sll the people be taken for public purposes instead of
by private individuals who have not credted thein. He would favor the
Single T'ax as the most practical nicthod of accomplishing - this result. He
would abolish all privileges. He would not waste time with palliative or
pumitive legislation, but would remove the cause of economic evils,

CLASS PREJUDICE :

Economic injustice everywhere divides the pecplé into social classes.
The greatest beneficiaries of injustice form an aristocracy even where, as
in this country, aristocracy is not recognized by law, It is to the interest of .
aristocracy to encourage cach one of the classes below it to look with con-
tempt on whatever classes are below them. As long as they do this, they
will support thé pretensions of aristocracy. Those who are too far down
to have anyone Anancially below them may be encouraged to despise those
who differ from them in creed, race or nationality. People who are con-
ceded the privilege of looking down on some one may be deperided upon
to concede the superiority of someone else. Prejudice due to such con-
ditions cannot be dispelled by arguments. To destroy prejudice, we must
destroy privilege, the foundation of economic injustice and of aristocracy,

SOCIALISM AND THE CHURCH : ' .

If the Church wants to abolish industrial wrong regardless of the
opposition of powerful interests, it will look upon Socialisth 2s an ally.
It need not endorse the whole Socialist programme. It need but recognize
the grand work that Socialists are doing in exposing economic and political
evils and in arousing public opimion. If the Church is opposed to .such
work it should regard Socialism as a foe :

' EQUAL SUFFRAGE:

* Denial of suffrage to women is an inexcusable injustice. The effect
of sbolishing injustice must be good. So woman suffrage will surely have
a tendency to improve matters, But we have no right to withhold it even
if that should not be the case.



