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House until today, when that stage was finished.
The principle of the bill is that of the Crofters’ Act
of 1886 and carries with it a large installment of
the Singletax. It provides for the leasing of land
at a fair rent and with absolute security of tenure,
The fixing of the rent and of the other conditions of
tenure rests with a Land Court, and neither rent nor
local taxation can be raised against the tenmant on
the value of his improvements. The Conservatives
and the landlord sectlon of the Liberal party did
their utmost to introduce provisions for the purchase
of land on lines similar to those in the Irish Land
Act of 1903. This move was defeated by the Radi-
cals and the Lord Advocate, Mr. Ure, who had
charge of the Bill

This Bill, which is almost certain to become law
in the autumn session, will apply to tenants of 50
acres, or those who pay not more than $250 rent.
It will serve as a precedent or model form of tenure
for all farming land. Its significance is fully appre-
ciated by the landowners, and may be appreciated
by others from remarks of Lord Rosebery, in his
speech opposing the Bill in the House of Lords four
years ago.

“Some of your Lordships,” he said, “in early youth
on the 5th of November may have followed a small
but melancholy procession, carrying a grotesque
effigy amidst the plaudits of those who should have
known better, which was destined after a brief and
melancholy existence to be burned at a common bon-
fire., 1 am reminded of the procession of Guy
Fawkes when I am so constantly told that the ex-
istence of the landlord Is necessary as the kevstone
of the Bill; because it seems to me that under the
provisions of the Bill I see the landlord paraded
like that effigy, applauded by the Singletaxers of
the west of Scotland, borne on his way to his mel-
ancholy annihilation at the hands of some supple-
mentary Bill."

This is a faithful, if unfriendly, representation of
the effect of the Bill.

+

These are the more prominent activities in our
By their side there proceeds the
steady educational work made possible on such a
large scale by the support of Mr, Joseph Fels. The
Conference to be held in Glasgow next month, and a
new campaign among the agriculturists in the east
of England, will prepare the ground for future prog-
ress. Mr. Fels intends to have a special effort made
to present the Singletax to the agricultural laborers
of England. He has addressed meetings of these
men in Norfolk and has got the co-operation of their
organized leaders insofar as they are organized.
All these things promise well for the future of our

political and economic life.

JOIHN ORE.

+ + +
SUGGESTIONS BY JOSEPH FELS.

39 Wilson Street, London, 15, C.
18th Angust, 1911,
The Singletax (or Taxation of Land Values)
movement is spreading so fast throughout the world
that the time has now arrived when every League,
Association or Society should receive copies of all
important printed matter on the subject issued or
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published by every other organization having the
same object in view.

The exchange of information about the Henry
George movement between all these associations
in the many countries where the movement has
taken root will be of great value in pushing on the
reform.

The headquarters of the movement in the differ
ent countries should be kept informed of all matter
of Singletax interest in all other countries. Such
news will have great value in arousing interest, and
will give a sense of co-operation and momentum.
Will not every such association, therefore, send
weekly or monthly news, letters, clippings or other
matter o the following Singletax headquarters:

Unied Committee for the Taxation of Land Values,
20 Tothill Street, London, S. W., England.

Fels Fund Commission, 530 Walnut Street, Cincin-
nati, Ohio, U. 8. A.

Women's National Singletax League, Mrs. John S
Crosby, president, 125 West 82nd street, New
York City, U. S. A.

Manhattan Singletax Club, 125th street and 8th ave
nue, New York City, U. S. A.

Women's Singletax Club, Mrs. Gertrude Mackenze,
secretary, 31 T street, N. W. Washington, D. C,
U. 8. A,

Women's Singletax C.ub, Fairhope, Ala., U. 8. A.

Women's Singletax Club, Dr, Mary D. Hussey, pres-
ident, East Orange, N, J, U. 8. A.

Land Value Tax Party, 3 East 22nd street, New
York City, U. S. A.

Chicago Singletax Club, 508 Schiller Bldg., Chicago,
., U. 8. A,

Singletax League, 75 Yonge street, Toronto, Canada.

A. G. Huie, Box 797, G. P. O, Sydney, N. 8. W,
Australia,

F. T. Hodgkiss, 312 Flinders street, Melbourne, Vic:
toria, Australia.

Singletax Ieague, 30 Pirie Cnambers, Pirie street,
Adelaide, Australia.

L. Daw, Box 5, G. P. O., Boulder, West Australia.

Land Values League, Albert street, Auckland, New
Zealand.

“Bodenreform,” Lessing Str. 11,
Germany.

Georges Darien,
France.

J. L. Bjorner, Fredericiagade 25, Copenhagen, Den:
mark, )

“Ret” (8. Berthelsen, editor), Hong, Denmark.

Johan Hansson, Tunnelgatan 19, Stockholm Swe
den.

Antonio Albendin, Calle Mendez, Nunez 21, Ronda,
Andalucia, Spain.

Gustay DBuscher, Limmat strasse 77, Zurich iii
Switzerland.

1 am addressing this appeal to all those bodies
whose names and addresses occur to me. There
are doubtless many others, and I should appreciate
all information as to additional ones that may be
sent to me.

In every country, press bureaus should be estab:
lished for the purpose of permeating the papers and
other publications, daily, weekly or monthly. with
news of the movement, and articles written with a

Berlin, N. W. 12,

3 Rue de Furstenberg, Paris.



September 1, 1911.

view to arousing public sentiment in favor of the
Singletax.

I am quite sure that the secretaries of all these
associations will be glad to answer inquiries and
gwve information regarding their respective coun-
tries, and I therefore beg that full advantage be
taken of my suggestions, if they be approved.

JOSEPH FELS.

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS

THE GRAND HAILING SIGN OF
TRIUMPH.

Wichita, Kansas, August 25, 1011,

Some years ago I prepared a Henry George cal-
endar with quotations for every day in the year
from his writings and speecnes. This was exam-
ined and approved by Mr. George before he died,
but afterwards I wrote to Mrs, George asking her
to kindly suggest a quotation that would be par-
tl_cularly appropriate for September 2, Mr. George's
birtnday; and in view of the approaching anniver-
sary it occurs to me that it would be of interest to
you and possibly to the readers of The Public to
know that Mrs. George selected the following from
a speech by Mr. George in Sydney, Australia, in
March, 1890, as being the most appropriate:

“If | knew this night that go where | may over
the clvilized world, | would find men who would
gladly clasp hands with me—if it has been given to
me to help forward a great movement—it is through
no merit of mine; it is not from my energy; it is
not from my learning; it is not from my ability—it
is from the simple fact that, seeing a great truth, |
swore to follow it.” H. W. ALLEN,

_NEWS NARRATIVE

The figures in brackets at the ends of paragraphs
refer to volumes and pages of The Public for earlier

information on the same subject.
_—

Week ending Tuesday, August 29, 1911,
——————

The Socialist Platform of Los Angeles.
“_I:'I\t the Socialist Convention of Los Angeles,
_m-h on August 6th nominated Job Ilarriman
as the party candidate for Mayor, the platform, as
reported in the Log Angeles Social-Democrat of
:‘_\I';,’-'ll-“t 19, after declaring the party’s ereed that
}r:']arliut::?tis?“ﬂg;.s of production and all 11:1t111:a,1| op-
ooy, s belong to the people as a whole,” pro-
m?:tléegﬂg that the enormous unearned incre-
belong ofatﬂattach to land are a social creation and
declare thatglfl;t to the people who create them,_ we
the publie tt ese social -values should be tuk_en into
that tho t!i\]l';;‘teza.mlrie-s by taxation or othermse. and
¢ reduceq | ens of taxation should correspondingly
Omes apg rom the products of labor and the small
dens saviqgs of the class on whom these bur-
now fall with unjust and crushing weight. No
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progressive policy for the socialization of our public
utilities, or the extemsion of any public service, is
safe, or indeed possible, unless accompanied by a
sound and scientific policy of municipal taxation. It
is one thing to buy and build. It is another to pay.
It is one thing to issue bonds for public improve-
ments; it is quite another, and more vitally impor-
tant element of city administration to secure city
revenue without piling up a heavy public debt upon
the tax payers, and pouring out a perpetual tribute
of interest to the money-lenders. We are opposed
to any city administration heaping upon us heavy
bond issues without coming forward with a munici-
pal budget that will take the burdens of taxation off
the backs of the common people. In our campalgn
we shall unceasingly place before the electors that
most sure, most scientific, and most just source of
clty revenue, viz: the unearned increment of land
values in its two forms of (1) site values, and (2)
franchise values. The city itself is the greatest
creator of wealth in its own domain. There is a
veritable gold mine, ever ircreasing, under the city.
The city itself creates values annually, more than
ample for all improvements and expenditures in that
continually unsleeping increase which the normal
growth of the city adds (1) to all the land values
over which it stands, and (2) to all the public fran-
chises within its limits. No individual creates these
values by labor, foresight, capital, or skill. They
are socially created by the presence and activities
of the whole community. And the values which the
whole community thus socially creates should natur-
ally become the source of the city’'s treasure. But
our present method of real estate taxation and of
dealing with franchise values is unjust and disas-
trous. It punishes the man who improves real estate
and rewards the owner of land kept vacant, It leaves
the value which the city creates to fall into private
hands which never earned it, while it collects taxes
out of the people’s earnings and values which the
city did not create. Therefore, along with our pm
gram for the municipalization of public utilities, thus
saving to the city and to the citizens the enormous
values of publie franchises, we demand an increase
in the assessment of all land values of the city, and
a uniformity of assessment according to location and
site value, whether improved or unimproved. We
favor a decrease in the assessment of improvements.
We further propose to agitate for a charter amend-
ment to come before the people at the next election
providing for the levying of an additional tax on all
unimproved land. In New Zealand 68 cities have
adopted this principle of taxation of the unearned
increment of land values with unfailing success. It
is this principle which is now unhorsing the landed
aristocracy of Great Britain. Taxation of the un-
earned increment of land values and the socializa-
tion of public utilities is the secret of a full ecity
treasury, collected from the city’'s own socially cre-
ated values and providing abundant revenue for ev-
ery needed municipal enterprise without robbing the
poor and the working classes and enriching the rich
and the privileged.
+ +

Death of Henry George's Brother.

Thomas Latimer George, hrother of Henry
George (the author of “Progress and Poverty™),



