ARTICLE IX.

WHAT IS LAW?

HAT is law? What and where is the source

from which it comes? Is there more than

one source from which laws may be obtained? Is

there more than one kind of law? What is the
difference in kinds, of value and quality?

I look in dictionaries and ask professors and
lawyers, from universities and colleges. Each
one gives me a different definition and mean-
ing, not one of which makes any distinctive dif-
ference between natural law and artificial rules
of action. Then, what am I to do if I desire to
know more fully about this affair? Think and
reason it out for myself, in my own way. This
is what I find:

Man can and may make rules of action, only,
but he cannot make law. Laws have always
existed, and do not need to be made, but they
may be found, by observation and discovery of
the will and source of nature, and are the natural
law and ethics, which always were, are now, and
always will be present everywhere, at all times,
places and in unlimited space.

There is only one source from which law
can come and be obtained—the source of nature,
which is from above, and by which society may
govern itself equitably, justly and democratically;



120 Constructive Democracy

it is the only true source and exact science of
political ethics, and may be depended upon never
to fail of exactness and of meeting every re-
quirement in every detail and particular, which
is.the absolute infallible will of the natural and
law.

As this is the only source from which man
may be enabled to obtain the true abstractive
fundamental foundation upon which law must
rest, it must be founded upon justice and equity,
and always pays the greatest reward when fully
obeyed with equity; nor will it fail of administer-
ing the penalty when violated. For that rea-
son it needs no force to enforce, and is the only
possible way of disarmament and preventing mil-
itary government by force. Is not this what
special privilege and the educators have kept hid-
den from the people? Once installed, and the
people educated, it would free them from super-
stition. Now, they are ever learning and yet
never able to come to the knowledge of the
truth, because false teaching hides this noble
truth.

The dynamic power and influence of the
natural law is ever present, even when set aside
by substitution of artificial man-made rules, to
take the place of the natural, which must always
result in clash and conflict between; the natural
and the artificial rule and law. Of this there is no
escape from paying the penalty. Is not this the
Omnipresent, Omnipotent, and Omniscient God,
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of itself, which is the cause of all that was, is
now, and ever will be? Is it not the abstractive,
fundamental foundation of all philosophy and
science, upon which all must depend for action,
energy, harmony and equity, material or imma-
terial, visible and invisible? To be out of har-
mony with it is but to be blind, superstitious,
false and hypocritical, a mischievous worker and
babbler of confusion, regardless of position oc-
cupied or of dignity assumed, or of the halo that
may appear.

Man is the only animal in all creation that
is able, by cunningly arranging his own rules to
occupy the place of natural law, to deprive his
fellow-man, brother and citizen, of natural rights.
And whosoever acts and aids in denying these
rights to others, by legislation or in other man-
ner, is still only animal, though endowed with
the form of man. And when he accepts a public
trust and confidence bestowed upon him through
the sacredness of democracy, and denies by leg-
islation the sacred rights of private property, by
inequitable taxation, then he is betraying his
sacred trust; he is denying every right to him-
self that is sacred and dear—the sacredness of
both private property and democracy, which is
the most holy of holies; he is undermining the
rights of his own child that may not yet be
born. Is this to be created in the image of his
Creator? Is it the physical body of flesh and
instinet that is the man, or is it the quality and
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value of the will, and love of equity, that con-
stitute the man?

Natural laws are the only fundamentals
there are, that are permanent—everlasting; that
are not possible of alteration nor amendment.
And when set aside by the substitution of man-
made rules, natural laws will in every case be
followed by penalty, which in all cases must be
paid. Six thousand years of history are a
record of that fact and show that it is as certain
as that light follows the sun. The mandates of
natural law are vitally necessary to national life
and voluntary co-operation of individual life.

- The second is the source from which rules
of action come and are obtained, that is, from the
desires and will of man, only, and most often
from a minority—a few men—for the purpose of
getting advantages over other men.

Rules differ from fundamental law, in that
they are only temporary, arbitrary, artificial,
prescriptive and often assumed, man-made and
home-made. They are not fundamental nor
permanent, nor can they be made so, as they are
subject to change, alteration or amendment, or
to be dispensed with any time a legislature meets.

To assume that man-made rules are funda-
mental law, would be equivalent to assuming that
God iz a God of caprice, whim and accident, and
is contravention of Himself. Yet many of these
rules are good, and desirable and must be. How-
ever, far the greater portion of them interfere
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with and deprive man of his natural rights of
production, exchange and equitable division of
wealth, which are his rights to life and are
natural, voluntary co-operation of free exchange.
Violation of these rights results in poverty, want
and squalor, which are at fault and are the cause
of revolutions and wars, crime and the downfall
of nations. On every page of history, from
Adam to our time, one wreck after another is a
record of that fact; and that is the creator of
counterfeit politics and politicians, who have only
man’s form of flesh.

In order to be democratic, natural or artifi-
cial rules or laws must be sanctioned by repre-
sentatives of the people as a whole, free from
cliques, groups, privileged persons or combines.
When artificial rules do not rest on the morals
of the natural law they are false and idolatrous,
superstitious and disastrous.

There is a great difference between a natural
law and an artificial rule, made by and from
man’s will and desires. It is a great wrong to
call both by the same name or term, without
making a clear distinction between them, when
they are so extremely different, both as to
source and as to quality and value, One is a
free gift from the God of Nature, dependable,
equitable, just, infallible and immutable, the
most absolute perfection; the others are only
temporary. In many ingtances they are good,
‘but in most cases they are indescribably mis-






