Leaders of the Trade

The Hon. George Fowlds, C.B.E.

ONOUR to whow hanoor is
dne.  This month  “The
New Zenland Draper awd
Cloihier™ has the pleasuve of pub-
lishing an interview with-a mewber
of the trade who is a “Leader™ iu
more senses than ove.  And, more-
over, one to whom the sobriguet—
honourahle—is honourahly given by
4 young counfry quick to recognise
sterling worth. “A aman’s & man,
for 2 that™ wrote Seotlund’s  bord,
aned Scottish aneestry, heredity, aud
training had already made of George
liowlds, one of Ayvrshires sons, “a
“man, for a° that” in what was to
happen to kim once his foot had feft
i native heath.

Altrudsm iz the keynote of Mr
Fowlds” character, TG is reflected in
his record, as & wan, ag an employer,
as o legiglator, ax a statesian,

He is the zoun of a coentenariou,
whe, in hiz 101st year, presented
eaeh of Mr. Fowlds’ six children
with a pair of hMankets woven by his
own hands on Tis own loow, at Grey-
steme Knowe, in the parish of Fen-
wick, Ayrshive, Scotland,

Mr. George Fowlds te-day owns
and  chorishes this Scottish  home
built hy the grandfather of Maithew
Fowlds, the ecentenavian, and the
proud hirthplace of cach successive
ceneration.

Tt wag on the 16(h of September,
1860, that the Tutnre New Zealand
(lothier, Mercer, Minigter of liduea-

tion, and man of affaivs, firgd saw the
light, e was one of a family of
five hoys and one girl, all of whom
lived to celehrate theilr s hun-
dredth hivthday in 1906, The father
wis w handloom wenver s o task cull-
ing for great strengtl. endurance
and some skill,

Tu the swmmertime. the youthtual
Gleorge worked on fhe farm, in the
winter he worked on the foom.

“Peing a sbrong, healthy boy, 1
soon learned to get into the elink of
it, and T remember working well intoe
the night to help finish an ovder for
marringe hbankeis”

Maithew TFowlds was an acfive
man in public affairs, and @ keen
politician, and Lhere was no ababe-
went of hig wental powers when he
died in hiz 101st year g the result
ol a fractured thigh cauwsed by an
aceidenk,

T'he snbject of vur interview went

to  Hairshaw Selool in Walerside
Yillage.  The old schooliwaster had

lenee trouble, awl for 30 years of his
ltfe hadn’t a leg to stand on, = he
had o hole cut jn the ceiling aver
the sehootreom, and Tnuded himseld
in his wheel chaiv up out of sight
with a pullev. Ao W, Meikicjohn
was his name, and when his thirty-
three  seholars  were aszemlled e
would descend upen them by the
anmie old method. to call the roll.
Althongh not o trined  teacher,
quite a number of his hoys gained
eminence, such as the Rev. James




Leaders of the Trade

leading light of the United
TFree Chureh of Scotland, :m(I Pro-
fossor Calderwood, the ecenpant of
(e chair of Physiolozy ab Glasgow
Tniversity.  An unforgettable sor-
vow of Lhose vouthful duys was he-
g compelled fo go toosclwoal o
Lilt,  Sehaoling eeased ab the age of
fwelve, bul wag vessimed again later
at evening clagges at the  Ander-
sanian College, Glasgow.

Jarr,

mentioned wi

The foowm abvendy 3
sheets.

also used to make linen for
Pl “Hnt” was grown on the favm,
mul was gpin info theend by dhe
womenfoll, A piece of linen woven
by Malihew Fowlis ~E\l\ vears hefore
wig recenily found i tlhe possession
of o lady in ('2u_l.<l'nn Parish,  Mr.
Fowlds bas not yeb Torgelien the
woarizeme  tazk of  handing  the
ilirends (heovngh (he “heddles™ while
i.hu heavy heam s snepended  aver-

eadl. Sometimes. maybe, he wished be
"ll(‘\(‘l' Td gin'd it.” TLis fivst busi-
ness experience as a boy was in the
clothing ftrade wilh the  old-estah-
lished firm of Steward Bros. of INl-
nuvrneck, in ]- i Clonditions pre-
vitiling then are o striking commen-
tary on the comparative laxury of
the wage-cnrter fo-doy, in New Zea-
Jand at all events. Fach morning he
roe af 5 s, wakked Lomiles Lo the
fown. and anether mile 1o geb the
keva, and opened the ~l1n]1 abt oo,
The tailors hegan work ab 6 aan, and
warked £l 6 pan. The HI(*SSH}_{[! hay
re m-iw(l |/ a week Tov his st year
5/- for the ‘»l‘((lll(l /- for the Hm(l
it ;/ weelk Tor the Fourth vear
ol service. .‘..\..llé..‘l.' he Tud finizled de-
livering pareels, he walked 4 miles
home again.  Kilmwenoek had o
papulation of 24,000, In 1878 he

transtoreed his services o Wm. Me-
Laven, Song & Coo, TAd, Genernl
Malt Goods Merchunts, {tvorge’s
Square, Glaggow.

e Fowlds avers that “Glasgow
has lod the world in munieipal enfer-
prise, in baths, waber, teams,
elocivic tight,  Theee is sonething
ahout the atmosphere ihal produced
& vigorous Lype of men. Ships took
them Lo see the big world m‘lluide und
they came hack with hig ideas.

_—
Bus,

Tike @Greenock, of which an in-
habitant once remarked {o o com-
plaining vizitor, “It doesna’ always
riin in Greenock — it somctimes
snaws” (lasgow “enjoys™ o heavy,
sofid vainadl thai disgusiced he man
of Ayr. and aosudder fngpirsiion
lnmmplwl Lim to go to Seuth Alriea,
where he had heard the sun really
shoue gometimes two (.|‘1‘3:~ R EFYIN

Tie 1832 he landed in Cape Town
with 3/6 in his pocket. (N.B—"Tho
3/6 was borrowel)  There \\';14 in
old Dutch forveien look about Cape

Town forfy years ago. There was
alza & smdilpnx epidemic. e
Dhaleh favmers avoided Cape Town,

no husiness doing.
eareless nhoud
regli-

and  there w
The anthorities were
sanitation and  quaraatine
floms,

“I gpent o Tortnight walling the
, looking Tor worle, and waleli-

ingr {he tIl...lp;u'n"lnm- af my 8/6.
learned the full menning of “Hnane
cial stringeney,”™ Things had become
(Eu:«"]n_ll':'it'v when T found o gsioneinason
friend laging covhstones.  He got
me a jol af dess than ‘7/— @ day ina
quarry where the conviets were work-
ing stone for the breakwater.  The
contractor contracted smallpoy and
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died. T was again out of o joh. 'Tlen
[ came aeross o steermge passenger,
who helped me o a nh in the rail-
way workshops, \\]It'l(' T eleaned and
pnnui passenger conches until 1
wof inte trouble with the [Haﬁ( [t oss
Tor working (oo fast, al refusing {o
iynd inT wilh the rest on overfime
payments,”

Tlace was sacrificed o prineiple,
and a rilway journey fo Beawforl
Wost, and 400 miles 1o o wvape cart
too Wimbertey, tnken.  Another fort-
night \mllclmmu ahoub the dinmond
fields looking for worl, and picking
up odd jubs. Darker anwd durleer
wored  fhe progpecl,  colmingling
fially in “the Black Chyeistrias Day
of 1882 in Kimherley.”

“My only pal wae in hospital. |
hall o money,  Ne friends”™ M
Fowlds 2iill smiles at the memories

of those early haredships.  When
things get {o ihe worst, they must

nend,

“A flag used fo be run up at the
post office when  the  foctnightly
mail eame in. Tt reminded me of &
leltor from o Mr. Pavker, of Glas-
gow, that T had not made use of.”

“On “New Year's Day’ my Inck
changed, T got a position as hook-
lwnlwr in Bulifontein. from a M.
Tlagers, of Woold & Parker, ('i‘ll(‘i.ll
merehunt=. This M. “0”'('}- yeil
after pol info ganl asa member of lilt-
Jamiceon Buid Committee in Johan-
neshire. Bt wag here B found T
coitld do something beller than the
oilier Teltow,  Fhe only prize T ever
won ab gchool was for arithmetic, Tt
wis hore thad b gtood me in gowd
gtead, Toomy own fime T also workoed
for a gecond firm, Lt was strenuous.
It [ was young.”  During these

hard-bitten vears on the Di.n'rlﬁﬂfl
Tields, M. I‘l)\\]c% met D, Jamic-
son., Ceeil Rhodes, Rodil, and knew

the famous Barpey Barmato when he
was very hard up. The mine-owners
and he skilled workers in the dia-
mand mines weve minly all British,

Having gained some veputation on

Sthe felds”™ — amassed what st
have looked lke the wealth of
Croesng — he was drawing £30 a

wonth each from the fiins he wag
working for—>My. Fowlds had it
mind to slark ag an aecountant.

Bt “the best Taid ]')E:m" o
and men gang alt agley.”

niee
Dame

Tarfune haet another  fufure  for
George Fowlds to follow.  in Sep-

tember, 1884, he had married Miss
Fulton, who had come oot Trom lis
nalive parish to link her fate with

hhis. The South Afriean climate
proved unsuitable.  Having cousins
in New Zealand his H]l’]ll""htw oft

turned townrds Maoviland.  With
prosperity, self-aggurance and confi-
dence had veturned, ITouse and fur-
niture were sold.  Six weeks :pi‘nt
wailing to get o herthh on one of the
emigranl-crowded steamers,  Tn De-
comher, 1885, the ship they were on,
lay off the wharf at Auekland. Again
Fortune Frowaed, Things were very
had i the Queen City. The prospect
was not alluring, The fivst recepltion
was A eeting of the unemployed en
the wharl nnder <old Garr ll'il." (He
wiz nfierwards pul in asdog-caleher.)
This was infended fo frighten (he
passengers away from fanding  in
Auckiand.

“1 had made apowy mind to go to
Auckland and {o »-[.l\' there, T lad
some capital, but as I conld get no
other kind of werk T did pu_ anil
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shovel work, painting, earpentering
anything, st ¥/- a day,  Cutting
down a bank in tront of o house still
standing in Napier Street; digging
and delving here aud there, T ray
elaim to have helped te lay the foon-
dations of Auckland. At last T be-
cine a & lesman in a lat and mercery
ghap at 30/- 2 week.  Six months
later, in 18806, [ bought out a small
elathing and  mercery businesg in
Vicloria hlwv. fand carvied it on for
two years” )

Then Mr. Fowlds beeame a cham-
pion ol lost canses, and throngh the
Officinl Assignee in Bankrupiey, he
hought the stock and fixtures of W,
(+. Allen, a clothier and mercer in
the Vietoria Areade. _

ITere was laid the foundation-stone
af the present large business of
George Fowlds T ftd

In 1903, Mr. G M, Fowlds, then
19 years nld ]Umed s Tather, and
took over lhe |)||m‘|p‘1] eare of the
lusginess, this time Mr., Geo.
Fowlds was f,lluu.g an aclive part in
publie life. In November, 10140, a
branch was opencd in Mannoees Street,
Wellington, under Me. Tavold 3iller.
This also has heen very snceesslul.
M. Towlds belicves in puH’inU' ré-
sponsibilily on young men’s should-
ers, aid Mr, Miller was only 24 vears
of age when he wag entrasted with
management,

OF Me, Fowlds” many sided public
aclivifios the name is legion. He

“had heen af hand-grips with Tife's
stark realities. ITe was aman ol strong
convietions, without variableness ov
turming,  He had taken hostages to
fortune, and could see it af its Iowest
¢hh, or in full tide, with the same
cilm impertarbability, with native

C1908; in

clearness of vision, and that saving
gruce of huour that finds ever Lhc
silver liming  hehind  he  darkest
clowd.

His character was Tormed in the
crucible of experience.

He became a member and wag for
many  years viee-president of  the
Auckland Burns Clah, ITe promoted
literavy and dehating socicties aud a
Pdl‘]hllll(’!]ldl\' Tnion of them al;
Lie was Chairman of (he Sehool Com-
mitlee of his digteiet ; member ol the
Mt Alhert: Boad Board ; a Treemason
active in the formation of the Grand
Lodge of N.Z. in 1849; T)epu‘i'y—
Grand Master in 1894 : senior dea-
com of Berestord Choreli: ehairman
of the Congregational Tuion of New
Zealand i 1899, and in 1914
member of Parlinment for Avelk-
land  City, 1899: member for
Clrey  Lynn 1002, 1904,  and
194171 he was del Ulleﬂ by
only 30 votes in a poll of 7.000: in

1914 dnd 1919 he was ngain cieluaietl
by siaall majorities in threc-cornered
contests 1 in August, 1904, he joined
the Ward Ministry as Minister of
Fdueation and Pubic Health. Dur-
ing the ensning five years he also ad-

ministered  for varying terms the
Clustoms, Defence, Justice, Mental

TTospitals, 1ospital and Charitable
Aid, and the State Fire Tnsurance
I)npq[ trnents,

In 1910 he was chosen by ﬂlc Gov-
grnment to represent the Dominion
at the opening of the Union Parlin-
ment in South Afrviea, where he was
cordially welcomed as an old South
Afvican by both fle Duotelr and Tog-
fish feaders of that conntry.

Quite vnexpectedly, Mr. Fowlds
resigned his position in the Govern-
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ment in Septermher, 1911, “hecanse
Le felt tlat he could do helter zer-
vice for his conutry onf of office than
he eould do in office.”  All sections
of the press expressed appreciation
of the fine wark lie had done at the
Education Department.

For his patriotic services ren-
dered dnring the War period he was
made a Commander of the Ovder of
the British Empire.

Tle has heen depuly-Chairman of
the Joint Cemmitlee of the Tled
Cross and the Orecder of St Johue sinee
il inception; deputy-Chairman of
St dohm Ambulanee Association awd
of the Blingd Tustitote ; president and
breasurer of the Society for the T'ro-
tection of Women and Children and
the Prevention of Chrueléy lo Ani-
mils ; hie is chairman of the Auckland
University College Conueil ; member
of the Senate of the University of
New Zealand @ chairman of the Tece-
tares Committee and Tecturer on
Chatrmanship  Tor the  Workers’
Edueational Azzociation : fivst resi-
dent of the Anckland Rotary Clulh:
Vice-President of the Orphansg’ Club,
Tn addition to this, Me. Fowlds i
President or Viee-President of many
Toothall, ericket, tennis, hackey, hoat-
ing and howling eclnbz, and quie
recenily he has taken up the ancient
Seottish game of golf.

Tt “it takes nine tailors to make a
man,” how many tatlors would it
take to make a clothier and mercer
whose mind and inelination and
encrgy had the diamend-like quality
of presenting o facet to reflect the
light from every point of the com-
puss.  And since 1893 Mr. Fowlds
has heen round the world four times.

It will be gathered from what hag

heen written that the mobto of such
a career and such o character has
Ieen “Whateoever thy hand findeth
to do, do it with all thy might,”
whether it he ervad hoy, warehouse-
man, Lraveller, accountant, read-
mender, barrowman, labourer, clo-
thior., mercer, legislator, or states-
man.

A large canvag would he required
to portray adecquately the lneaments
of such o many-sided character, and
many pages fo fell the story “From
a Beotel vitlage to New Zealand’s
Legislative Assembly.”

To seme men is given, as the ve-
sult of arduous achievement, a wis-
doiu, an assurance, & zelf-poggossion,
a calm outlook on life, an evenness
of temperament, a preparedness for
Hife’s emergencies, and a strengthen-
ing of the moral fibre, that can only
come in the stern school of experi-
anee,

The story that the Hon, Geprge
Towlds s to tell aceds no embroi-
dery from the “interviewer™ of the
“Nuow Zealand Draper.”

Behind the simple relation of the
facts of a earcor more than usually
Tull of wnwonted incident, the dis-
corning reader will see Tor himsell
or herself, the spieit of a simple, 1m-
wivering  uprightness—prineiple—
steadfastness—Ilove of truth, eall it
what vou will—but hacl of it all is
that mmwavering polarity of the mag-
nebic North to which the compass
needle ever turns, and must ever
ohey—moral rectitude.  Tnough has
been said fo show thal here 1z yed
another of Scotia™ sons, withoub
whom New Zealand would have heen
the poorer.

II. I.




