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The Drift Towards Anarchy:

Tts Cause and Its Cure

THE CHURCH’S NEGLECTED DUTY

HoxNoUunreEDd FATHERS AND BRETHREN,—

When the delegates attending the
annual meetings of the Union in Timaru
last February re-elacted me to the posi-
tion of Chairtmsan of the Union, [ was
both surprised and sorry. I felt that the
honour and the duty. belonged by right
fo some of the other brethren who had
not previously occupied the position.. At
that time I intended leaving shortly after
the meetings for the Homeland, and but
for the thought that I might have been
of some serviee to our Churches hy
means of that visit, and that I would be
able to return in time for these anmal
meetings, I would have declined the posi-
tion. Circumstances which I was un-
able to control prevented me from get-
ting away at the date I had anticipated,
and nmow I find myself unfortunately
compelled to be absent from the present
meetings. One consolation I hawve is
that the presence of our distinguished
visitors from England, Dr. and Mrs.
Adeney, will more than compensate for
my absence. The Committes has decided
that T am to leave my address from the
chair to be read at the meetings, and
with a .deep sense of my own short-
comings I accept ifs decision, and leave
behind me this imperfect utterance,
which has been produced amidst much
rush angd worry.

When I last addressed you fiftecn
years ago, from this chair, T took as my
subject ‘ Pragress Towards TUnity.” ]
then teviewed some of the evidences of
progress being made towards umnity in
the religious, social, scientific, pelitical,
and international life of the world, On
this oceasion 1 feel impelled to take as
my subject. “The - Drift Towards
Anarchy.” I suppose it is natural, or at
least usual. that as a man grows older
he loses some of the buoyant optimism
of youth. but T think that a calm survey
of world movements to-day will convince
you that, quite apart from any personal
temperamental change which I may have
undergone, there is ample reason for_ a
feeling of apprehension regarding the
immediate future of our western civilisa-
tion.

War, Hate, Anarchy, and Chaos,

if not quite Synonymous‘ﬁerms, at least
connote analogous conditions, - and the

world has had them all in a pretty full
measure during recent years, and un-
fortunately still has them over a wide
range.  When I last addressed you the
American war with Spain, undertaken
for the ostensible purpose of Liberating
the Cuban people, wag still in progress.
Its baneful effects on the American
people were only revealed at a later date.
Duoring the same year the British war
against the Boers in South Africa was
begun, and lasted for nearly three years,
costing a fabulous amount in blood and
treasure. I believe the verdict of the
civilised world will be that both wars
were unnccessary, that both were promp-
ted by selfishness and greed on the part
of 3 few interested people, and that poth
were promoted by a press campaign of
exaggeration and mendaecity. Both, in-
deed, might be designated monopolistic
press wars. In both cases the people
were misled and the worst passions of
the human heart were stirred into aec-
tivity, leaving behind a dreadiul legacy
of hatred and ill-will. In my judgment
these two wars set back the hands on
the elock of human progress by at least
26 years. It appeared for a time as if
the result would be to displace the two
English-speeking nations. from the rosi-
tion of leadership of the great movement
for the establishment of social justice
and the realisation of the new. and
greater freedem..

In the case of America, the war spirit
allowed the Government, with the appar-
ent comnsent of a majority of the pecple,
to {rample under foot for a time the
great ethical principle on which the LRe-
public was founded, viz., that all govern-
ments derive their just powers from the
consent of the governed. Of course the
Philipinos were noi fit for self-govern-
ment in the opinion of American Jingoes,
neither were American colonists fitted for
self-government in the opinion of King
George and his advisers. The election of
Woodrow Wilson as President of the
United States, with the declared inten-
tion of granting self-government to the
Philipine Islands and the partial libera-
tion of the American pecpie by the re-
duction of robber tariffs, gives a ray of
hope that the great Republic has grown
sick of wallowing in the mire of a mili-
tary imperialism, and may once more



" by the selfishness and greed of a

assume a position of leadership among
the nations in the march towards the new
freedom:, :

In Greal Britain the erstwhile Radi-
cal, Mr. Chamberlain, in order to cover
up his Bouth African tracks, tried to in-
duce the people of the Homeland to furn
their backs on the fiscal light which they
had seen and followed for sc many years,
and to lead them back into the miry clay
of tarift taxes., That ill-used word,
“ Protection,” has covered up a rhulti-
tude of sins in the past, and still con-
tinues to hide from the cyes of multitudes
the infamy of a system of taxation which
involves

The Robhery of the Many in the [nterests
of a Few. '

Well might Lowell exclaim: “There is
more in names than most men dream of;
and a lic may keep it's throne a whole
age longer if it skulk behind the shield
of some fair-sounding name.” ’

A tariff, like war, is always promptped
ew
paeople, and promoted and maintained by
& campalgn of misrepreseniation. It de-
pends for -its existence on a spirit of
hatred against the so-called foreigner, and
the ridiculously absurd idea that the

"people of ancther country, who desire to

give you twenty shillings’ worth of zoods
and take only fifteen shillings’ worth of
goods in payment, must be regarded as
your natural enemies. Tt is in essence
the very antithesis of the spirit of Chris-
tian Brotherhood, and it is as much op-
posed to sound economics as it is to the
teaching of the Sermon con the Mount.
Fortuna.td% for the people of Britain,
this great heresy, notwithstanding £1,000
dinners at noblemen’s palaces, has so
far failed to delude 8 majority of the
people. With nations, as with individ-
uals, if they deliberately turn their backs
on the light of truth which they have
seen, they are on the high road to de-
struction.

A few wvears later a further exammle
of mational anarchy was furnished by
Austria in the unwarranted annexation
of Bosnia and Herzegoving, in flagrant

" defiance of the most solemn freaty obli-

gations. Next came Tialy, with her
costly and iniquitous war with Turkey
and the auncxation of Tripoli; followed
closely by the most bloody war of modern
times damongst the Balkan States. And
the end of international friction is not
yet in sight. Al the great Eurcnean
nations, including our own Motherland,
and also the United Btates of America,
are engaged in a mad race for the in-
crease of mnaval armaments. Germany,
France, and Austria have quite recently
increased the burdens-of taxation and

R

the sacrifice of time on their respective
peoples for the purpese of adding to their -
fand forces; while Lord Roberts-and an
active organisation in England are en-
deavouring to induce the British people
to adopt & system of universal military
fraining, in imitation of their continental
neighbours, . .

The ravolutions and counter-revolu.-
fions in China and Mexico, and the wide-
spread unrest in our great Indian Bm-
pire, though marked by anarchy, may be
taken as nalional struggles tending to-
wards the larger fresdom.

‘When: we survey the internal affairs
of our own Motherland we find the old
Conservative party, which used to preach
veneration and respect for law and order,
and which claimed to be the bulwark of
constitutional government, seiting the
constitution &t naught in a frantic effort
to preserve the unjust privileges of a
class, and turning the mother of parlia-
ments into & Donnybrook Fair. At the
present time the leaders of the Tory
party are openly preaching sedition and
rebellion to the people of TUlster, and
encouraging armed opposition to a law
being passed by a substantial majority
of the members of the Imperial Parlia-
ment. Apparently the Conservative idea
is that submission to law and order is
only a virtue when the laws have been
passed by themselves. The constitution
is only worthy of support so leng as it
can be used az a bulwark for the protec-
tion of the unjust privileges of their own
order. ‘

Then we have the Militant Suffragette
Movement—one of the most remarkable
developments of modern ftimes, High-
bred, cultured ladies intent on breaking
every law, destroying property and mak-
ing orderly meetings impossible, in order
to secure the passing of another law
which they desire. The absurdity of ex-
cluding women omn the grounds of sex
from the right to participate in the elsc-
tion of those who make the laws, which
women as well ag men haves to obey, is
such. that any civilised country ought to
be ashamed {o maintain it in this 20th
century: but the Suffrageites’ method of
gecuring redress is equally absurd and
anarchical to the last degree.

Labour Movement : Active but Chastic.

When we survey the industrial field
we  find confusien worse confounded.
Everywhere throughout the civilised
world we find the Labour movement
aclive but chaotic. Unrest, anarchy, and
chaos are apparent in every land. Ewven
here, in God’s Own Country, we have
the most revolutionary and anarchistic
dactrines being promulgated at street
corners by LW.W. orators, and being



disseminated through the country by
means of pamphlets and newspapers. In
their anxiety to redress undoubted griev-
ances, these propagandists seem to have
lost all sense of “right” and ““wrong.”
Indeed, they glory inm that fact. One of
the lending writers of the IL.W.W. move-
ment, Mr. 8t. John, in a pamphlet en-
Ctitled, “ The ILW.W.: Ifts History, Struc-
ture, and Methods,” under the heading
“TW. W, Tactics and Methods,”” declares
that; " As a revolutionary organisation,
the Industrial Workers of the World aims
to use any and all tactics that will get
the résults sought with the least expen-
diture . of time and .energy. The tactics
used are determined sclely by the power
of the organisation to make good in their
use, The gquestion of f‘right’ and
‘wrong ' does not concern us.”

What the “ resuits soughi™ are, is
not made very plain—unless by the vagne
phrase, " the overthrow of the capitalist
system!”” © To secure this result any
means appear to be considered justifi-
able. And the experience of New Zea-
land seems to be that any means are held
to Dbe preferable to the counstitutional
methed of altering, by the representatives
of the people elected at the ballet box,
the laws that affect the disfribution of
the produets of labour. The practice of
sabotage, striking, or leoafing on the job,
the burning of crops and barns, as well
as the sympathetic or general strike, are
openly suggested -in the propaganda of
~the I.W.W. as means of getting the *‘re-
sults sought” with the least expenditure
ol tirne and energy. One can understand
the advocacy of such means in a country
under the control of an autocratic govern-
mert, where the people are rigorously ex-
cluded from any real share in the govern-
ment, but surely in a democrsiic coun-
try like New Zealand, where every man
and every woman huas one voite, and one
vote only, the sdvocates of such a gespel
must be in need of mental treatment.

Recent events in New Zealand have
revealed the fact that even in this coun-

. try, with all its experimental labour legis-

lation, there is a econsiderable and ener-
retie section of workers whose minds are
“ very chactie regarding the cause and the
cure of lakour's wrongs.

What About the Churches?

. In the midst of all this turmeil, un-
rest, and anarchy, what about the
Churches 7 1 don’t propose to dwell af
any length on gquestions of theological
ccntroversy, although there, as elsewhere,
there has been a considerable amount of
unrest and confusion. Amongst students
of theology the stage of doubl and criti-
cism had been reached some timc pre-
vious to my last address. - The results of
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.shop, the home, or for Parliament.

that disquieting process have been gradu-
ally filtering through the minds of the
mass of the people during recent years,
being brought info the eonseiousness of
the common people largely through the
utterances of Mr. R. J. Campbell, of the
City Temple, London. Imn this domain,
however, I am of opinion that the con-
structive stage has been more definitely
reached than it has in the domain . of
sociclogy or politics, national or infer-
national. In many respects the Churches
seem o be drifting out of touch with
the great mass of mankind, and are in
danger of becoming a negligible factor in
the life of the world.

One very disheartening feature of the’

world-wide labour movement at the pre-
sent time is its anti-Christian spirit, and
the antagonism which many of its leaders
are developing towards organised Chris-
tianity. It is quite true that many of the
best and wisest labour leaders, both in

Great Britain and New Zealand, are men -

deeply imbued with the spirit of Chris-
tianity, many of them active workers in
Churches and Sunday Schools. Indeed,
it is- true that many of them have re-
ceived their equipment for platform work
by their training and experience as lay
preachers. At the same time, I think it
must be admitted that a very large pro-
portion of the men who to-day are get-
ting the ear of the workers are not only
anti-Church, but anti-Christian. Whether
rightly or wrongly, the impression seems
to be gaining ground amongst the work-
ers of the world that the organised Chris-
tian Church,if not actively hostile fo the
aims and ideals of labour, is, to say the
least of it, apathetic. This ought not to
be. The spirit of Christianity is the only
solvent of industrial, social, or economie
problems. Of -course the Christian
Church can have no association with, or
tolerance for, a propaganda which un-
blushingly boasts that the guestion of
“right” or “wrong > has no meaning, or
which inculecates such pernicious doc-
trines as “‘ sabotage” or “ barn burning.”
But the perversity of false labour leaders
is no excuse for indolence or indifference
on the part of Christian ministers or
laymen.

Pulpit, Politi¢cs, and People.

I may be told that the Church is a
spiritual institubtion, and that the pulpit
is no place for politics. 1 agree that par-
tisan party politics are unfit for the pul-
pit. They are equally unfit for the _Wﬁrk-

ut,
unless we give a new connotation to the
term politics, there are political gques-
tions constantly arising for the consider-
ation’ of the people which the Church
ought to give a pronouncement on, unlesa
it 1z prepared to treat a large portion of



. the seripbures of the Old and New Testa-
ments as a dead letfer. The Church
should be prepared to take a definite

stand on all questions of morality, and

at bottormn 2ll political guestions are
moral guestions. - Not so many vears ago
the temperance guestion was tabooed by
many Chuarches as a political guestion.
To-day most of the Churches have fallen
into Iine in fighfing this monster of in-
igquity, And it is well for fhe Church
that it should be in the fighting line
against the drink curse, because if that
curse is not speedily removed it will dé-
stroy the Church and society in one fell
. BWoop.

What about the Mosale land laws?
Do they come within the definition of the
tezrn ““polifics 77’ Does fhe teaching of
the SBermen on the Mount cast a reflec-
tion on any of our party politicians or
monopolists 7 And, if so, should ali refer-
ence to the precepts of that glorious ut-
terance be eliminated from our pulpits
because they infringe the domain of poli-
tics? Chrislianity must take cognizance
of everything which affects the life of
man, or it will Tose its hold on the people
and degenerate into a pietistic social
coterie.

Drifted Qut of Touch.

- That the Churches have in recent
years drifted out of touch with the people
cannot be gainsaid. In a bhook recently
published by the Rev. Henry Carter, en-
titled, ““The Church and the New Age,”
the drift is shown to be guite alarming.
He makes an elaborate examination of
Church statistics, which show a remark-
able break taking place about the year
1906. He admits the difficultiy of mea-
guring Church life by statistics: * Hearts
cannot be read as heads are counted.,”
But when this has been said the position
revealed by the statistics of the several
Churches deserves very, serious condider-
ation. The Roman Catholic Church in
England publishes no statistics, and ow-
ing to & change of method in eomputing
Church membership made by the Angli-
can Church during the decade 1901-1810,
with which he deals, the figures from
that denomination are not ecasily compar-
able or conclusive. Taking the eight
largest denominations of those usually

designated the Free Churches, viz,
Wesleyan, Congregational, Baptist,
Primitive Methodist, United Methodist,
Calvinistie Methodist, Presbyterian,
and the Society of Friends, he

finds a significant break in the year 1905-
1906. In the first five years of the decade
1801-1910 all the Churches named had s
substantial inerease every year in -the
number of Sunday Bchool scholars, with
the single exception of the Calvinistic
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Methodist Church, which reported a de-

cregse in the year 1902-1903; the fofal in-
crease of all the Chmchcs for the fve-
year period being 231,975. In the follow-
ing five years nearly all the afore-men-
tioned Churches reported every vyear a
substantial decreasze in the number of
scholars. -The total decrease for the
second five-year period was 127,373, with-
out the figures for the Cengregational
and Baptist Churches for the last of the
five years; these figures not being avaii-
able at the time the fable was compiled.
The figures regarding membership for the
same Churches give a very similar result.
In the first five years of the decade,
every one of the Churches, withoui excep-
tion, had an increase in membership, the
total incresse for the fve years being
229,772, In the secord five all but two
of the eight Churches had a decrease in
membership, the fotal increase of these
two being only 2,642, Three out of the eight
Chmches had a substantial decrease
eVETY year, the total decrease of the mem-
bership in the eight Churches during the
five years being 40,615, without ineluding
the figures from the Comngregational and
Baptist -Churches for the last of the five
years. An examination of some church
attendance censuses which have been
taken reveals a similar drift of the people
away from the Churches. For examples,
censuses_taken in the Ewerton district of
Liverpoul give the following results:—
1881, 401 per cent. of church sifiings occu-
pied; 1601, 31% per cent. of churech sit-
tings occupied; 1962, 25 per cenk of
church sittings oceupied; 1808, 1% per
cent. of church sitiings occupied.

“ A Distinct Break’ and [ts Causes.

I have never before seen a fable of
statistics which gave such a distinct
break as do the iwo tables submitied by
Mr. Carter regarding Sunday Schoot
scholars and membership of these eight
Churches for the decade 1901-10, and it
behoves all concerned to - institute a
thorough and exhaustive investigation
into the cause or causes which have pro-
duced such a lamentzble result.  Mr.
Carter himself atbempts such an Investi-
gation, and after- enquiring into the ei-
fects hefore and after 1905-6 of such move-
ments as the Welsh revival, with the re-
action which followed it, and the fheolo-
gical controversy which raged round the
utterances of the Rev. Mr. Campbell, he
rejects them as causes which provide an
adequate explanation, and he arrives at
the conclusion that it is in-some way
associated with the greal social and poli-
ti¢al uprising of the people a8 manifested
in the general election of 1906, when, in
addition fo the trivmphant return to Par-
liament’ of a Liberal Government, there
appeared within the historic walls of
Westminster a compaet Labour Party



paralysed its power.

about 50 stromg:  Confirmation of the

-foregoing theory is to be found in the

fact that during the ten-year period under
review there has been a marked develop-
ment of such movements as- the adult
school, the P.8.A., and the Brotherhood
and Sisterhood organisgations, all of these
societies having a distinctively social as
well as religious side to their activities.
All these facts tend to confirm mry con-
tention that, rightly or wrongly, an im-
pression is growing in the minds of the
workers that the Churches are in alliance
with the holders of wealth and privilege.
This impression ought to be combated by
the Churches and removed if possible.
The teaching of Jesus stands for justice
and human bretherhood. The Father-
hood of God revealed by Jesus Christ im-
plies an impariial equality of opportunity
for all the Father’s children. That
equality of opportunity is not available
to-day, and the Church must stand con-
demned if it $skes no action to make it
a reality. :

The Church and Labour.

Any antagonism between the Church
aund the labour movement must arise
either (1) on account of the Church’s de-
parfure from the Christianity of Christ,
or (2) on account of labour’s departure
from the principles of justice and brother-
hood. I am of opinion that both causes
arc at work. - SBome labour men can be
found who prate about * justice and
brotherhood, and who in the same breath
advocate proposals at once unjust, un-
brotherly, and anti-social. At the same
time, therc arc many working men with
a_ passion for justice and brotherhood
who believe that the Churches are acqui-
escing in the present social order which
they kunow is unjust to them and to their
fellow-workers. It is this latier class
that 1 should like to see convineed that
the Church is in full sympathy with the
just claims of lakour, and that Church
members are willing to assist in securing
such reforms as will ‘bring about the
establishment of social justice. On the
other hand, I am convinced that the
Chureh has largely departed from -the
Christianity of Christ. The eraven ifear
of frenching on the political field has
Take the protection
fallacy to which I have already referred.
Is there a Christian minister, who has
given any study to the subject, who be-
lieves that the poliey of discouraging the
trading of the pcople of one country with
the people of any, other country by means
of resirietive tariffs is in accordance with
the will of God or the feaching of Serip-
ture, or that it can in any way minister
to the welfare of a people? I do not be-
lieve that any conpsiderable number of
such ministers could be found, and yet I

never near of any minister, eithtr in pub-

lic or private, contending' for the freedom

of man in the matter of trade. .

The witness which the followers of
Jesus Christ were to bear was of a threc-
fold nature, viz., “The Propletic Wit-
nees,” **The Healing Witness,” and the
““ Witness of Salvation.” = The first wit-
ness  represented by the prophét or
prescher; the second witness represented
by the priest, or minister,. or healer; the
third witness regresented' by King, Lord,
or Baviour. . The ‘“ Propheiic Witness”

“involved (I} a religicus interpretation of

history, (2) an unsparing condemnation
of conteriporary evil, {3) the building up

of the Church as a Christian Brotherhood -

emblematic of the universal brotherhood
of man involved in the Tatherhood of
of God. The “Healing Witness ' -invol-
ved ministration to the sick and sorrow-
{u] of mind and body., That duiy is now
left mainly to the doetors and -faith-
healérs. The “ Witness to Salvation
involved the bringing of the penitent to
the Cross, where forgiveness of sin was
to be obtained. What a contrast between
the present and the time when Jesus
walked the earth! In the fime of Christ

and His immediate disciples the one great .

blasphemy was the claim that Jesus had

- power to forgive all sin and to cleanse -

irom- its power. To-day the forgiveness
of sin is accepted by all the- Churches as
the supreme, if not the only, misgion of
the Christ. In the time of Christ the
‘ Prophefic Witness” and the * Hedling
Witness ”  were universally sdmitted.
To-day the prophet -has almost dis-
appeared from our Churches, and . the

‘healer is almost afraid to reveal himseli.

The Crying Need of the Church’ To-day

is the prophet who can supply the re-

ligious interpretation of history,  and
point the way to a new social order which
will make possible a fuller and. ncbler
development of human life—the prophet
whe will unsparingly condemn- the con-
temporary evils which degrade our civi-
lisation, and which, if not removed, will
ultimately destroy it.
lisations, in order to endure, must adapt
themselves to the developing néeds of
human life in the same manner fthat in-
dividuals must secure harmonious adap-
tation to their environment in crder that
they may live. The failure to secure this
harmonious adjustment is responsible for
the umiversal anarchy and chaos which
we see in the religious, soecial, and politi-
cal life of man to-day; and the Church
must -accept its fair share of the blame.
How is it that there is no' anarchy or
chaos in the lower animal kingdomf?
Each race persists so lomg as circum-
stances permit. Content to live under
natural laws, it satisfies its natural

Nations and civi--




wanis, and stops at that. The human
sub-kingdem, ever since the dawn of
civilisation and the evolution of the idea
of morality, shows one civilisation after
another - disappearing in anarchy and
chaos. Why ? Man, the unsatisfied ani-
mal, makes sartificial by-laws which in-
fringe mnatural law—result, chaos! This
has  happened over and over
“Assyria, Greece, Rome, Carthage, where
are they?”’  All history tells: * Where
nations towered that were not just, Lo!
the skulking wild {ox seratches in g little
heap of dust.”

One great lesson we mortals have tn
learn is that the social and political life
of man, is under the governance of Divine
and universal law quite a8 much as is
the physical world in which we live.
reign of law is now prefty generally re-
cognised in the physical world, and also
in the other portions of the great animal
kingdom to which man belongs. It is
also . recognised 1o some extent in the
spiritual world. But 'in man’s relation
to his mother earth, and in his relations
to his brother man, most people speak
and act as if the Great Creator and Law-
giver had overlooked that portion of His
great domain; that He had forgotien or
neglected o make provision for the neads
of mankind living in a civilised society!
They seem to think that unless man were
able to evelve cut of his fertile imagina-
tion all sorts of artificial laws and regu-
lations for the guidance of society, the
result would be universal chacs. Quite
the contrary is the case. Most of the ills
which afflict human society spring out of
man-made laws which conflict with
natural laws and justice, What we have
to do is net to make laws, but to dis-
cover the natural laws which God hath
made, and then to bring cur human in-
stitutions ‘“inte harmony with those
natural laws. Human socicty, fo endure,
must be based on Justice, and it is well
that it should be so. However powerful
and apparently successful, society iz on
its way to anarchy and chaos if it sup-
ports injustice. I know of no stronger
areument than this for belief in the
Divine. :

But, more than this, jusiice is the
only possible basis for the developmnent
of the Divine side of man’s nature. Loveis

The Utiimate Law of Life.
Tt is life, it is God. To say that God is
igve does not help us much, becanse fhe
term “ God” is almost unthinkahle. We
roust reverse it and say. * Love is God.”
Then 3all fhat is good in religion or

~Christianity comes- back to us at cxce..

Has nob some poet said that man’s high-
est endowment is ““Thé love of love, the
hate of hate, the scorn of scorn;’ or, as

‘Dr. Giles, one of our New Zealand poets,

better expresses ib:—

again.-

The

“We cannot find oub God and call him

Love,
But we can seck out Love 'and crown
him God;
So may we still live .on with heaven

above,
So tread the path that all the saints
have trod.” ' :

That expresses to me a very illumin-

-ating thought—but we have profaned the

name of Love, by almost always associat-
ing with it the idea of sex-love. There is
ne sex in soul. Tennyzon, in ** In Mem-
oriam,” expresses love for hiz dead friend
as tender and as deep as any human at-
traction or affection cin be. When Pro-
fessor Bickerton, of Christchurch, sug-
gested the possibility of the re-birth of
fresh universes from the impact of dead
suns, it seemed to me the most ghastly
atheistic idea I had ever heard of. Yet
what iz it but the lowest form of attrac-
tion, which in itself is love, the dominant
vital principle of all life, which from the
Iliéeqiﬂist of the nebula evolves the (Christ
cal?

The “love” we need is the universal
“peace and goodwill toward men,” pro-
claifned long ago, but sl unrealised, be-
causc its irue source and meaning are
still unrecognised. Our loves and our
atifractions necessarily  govern our
thoughts and actions, if we let them. It
is the fact that we have control of them
that makes us men. All men love jus-
tice, all men have some conception of the
moral law and admit its foree, vet we
support institutions which flagrantly vio-
late both, and therefore we are eon ocur
way to anarchy and chaos, unlass we
speedily mend our ways. Al buman in-
stitutions are more or less imperizct, and
the natural result iz that strong and un-
gscrupulous men take advantage of their

imperfections in order to aggrandise
themselves at the expense "of their
fellows,

In the process of developing society,
institutions, which in their beginnings
were either harmless or helpiul, come to
antagonise the well-being of mwan, and
must be destroyed, or they would destroy
society. Age, and the very fact that they
lend themselves to the exploitasion of the
many by the few, give te many institu-
tiong an  atmosphere of respecfability
long after they have become a menace to
human well-being. TFo tolerate any in-
stituticn, however old, and bhowever re-
gpectable, for long after it has coased fo
minister to human well-being, means
breeding anarchy—td ' tolerate it inde-
finitely, will miean the destruction of
civilisation. Buch an inghitution in rast
history was chattel slavery. Such an
institution in the present is the licensed
liquor traffic.




The Root Cause of Labour Problems. .

But an institution more prolific of
“evil in the world to-day is that which
enables the private appropriation of rent
under the guise of modern landlardism.
In the beginnings of society, when primi-
tive man was emerging from a =tate of
tribal commmunism, I have ne doubt that
private land-ownership served a useful
purpose, Even under the feudal system,
with the paternal recognition of duties
as well as rights on the part of the feudal
lords, I think it may have had its advan-
tages; but under modern conditions,
gathering to itself as it does all the
‘material advantages of an advancing
civilisafion, it is evil and only evil. 1%
is the root cause of labour problems.
The private appropriation of rent, in-
volving as it does the payment of inter-
est and profits beyond the just reward of
service for service, is the main cansze of
all the anarchy and chaos of which 1 have
been speaking., Until the social values
created by the community are taken by
the community and used for community
purposes, and all that rightly belongs te
the individual is left sacredly to the
individual, we cannot have order and
harmony in society.

The problem we have to solve is how
fo secure social equalify. The problem
cur fathers had to solve was how to sccure
political equality. They faced the ques-
tion of their day and partially answered
it. We must finish their work, aad rese-
lutely set fo work and solve the problem
of social eguality. Political equality
must lead to social equsality. Eocial
equality does not mean that we shall all
be the same height and weight, the same
in intelligence and morality, or possess
the same wealth, as some foclish people
suppose.  Bocial equality simply meéans
aqual social rights—the establishment of
fair play between man and man “in

society. Liberty of thought and freedom-

of speech. Free men—that is the victory
won for us by our fathers.  Free land—
that is the victory we must win for our-
selves. Land is the source of all wealth.
We all Hve on and from the land. If a
section of the community is allowed to
contrel the land, it conirols the life, the
labour, and ihe Hberty of the people.

Make Room at the Father’s Table.

The land is the greaf storehouse pro-
vided by the Common Father for the
support and comfort and well-being of
“the common family. The earth is the
table of the Heavenly Father, and we
want {o make room, and egqual room, at
the Father’s table for all the Father’s
children. . How is it to be done? By
evolution or by revolution ? By peaceful
adjustment or by bleedy conflict? The

answer to these questions caunct be long
delayed. The wonderful developments of
science during the last sixty vears in the
arplication of steam and machinery to
production has introduced a new [actor
into the life of the world. Laxd value,
like gravitation, tends to atiract to itself
all the matlerial advantages that arise from
new inventions applied fo production,
distribution, and - exchange; while the
needs of an increasing normal population
enable the cwners of the earth to extract
an ever-increasing proportion of the pro-
ducts of labour for the right to live and
work on their property. i

Look at the position in our own coun-
iry. In twenty years thc people of this
country have increased the unimproved
land value by no less than £140,000,000.
This increased land value is in addition
to the value created by the expenditure
of labour and capital in making improve-
ments. It is a sgocial value created by
society, and rightly belonging fo society.
Yet the whole of it has passed into the
possession of a portion of the people, and
most of it (£126,000,000 out of the
£140,000,000) has passed into the posses-
gion of nol more than 22,500 families out
of the million people in New Zealand. 1f
this socially-created wealth had been col-
lected  and used for soeial purposes, in
which all the people could have partici-
pated, it would have been equivalent to
an increase of wages of £35 a year to
every family in the land. It is due
mainly to ignorance that this enormous
iniquity is allowed to continue. -~ Relf-
interest on the part of some tends to
blind them fo the disastrous effects of a
systein which hag grvown up with them,
and whieh has worked quite satisfactorily
from their point of view. This is & moral
universe, and what is morally wrong can
never be politically right. Has the
Church no word to-speak regarding this
grea}.} Itnoral iniquity? All that we require
is tha

The Mosaic Land Laws Should be
Brought Up-to-date.

That the spirit of the Mosaie code should
be applied to the institution of land
ownership, bringing it into harmeny with
the needs of mankind to-day., |

1t is estimated that when Persia
perished I per eent. of the people owned
ali the land; Egypt went down when 2
per ceni. owned 97 per cent. of all the
wealth; Babylon died when 2 per cent.
owned all the wealth; and Rome expired
when 1,800 men possessed  all the then
known world, We are drifting steadily
toward a like condition throughout the
civilised world to-day. In 1880 Thomas
G. Shearman, in the “Forum,” declared
that * within thirty years the TUniied



States will be substantially owned by less
than one in 500 of the male population.’”
That prophecy has been prachically ful-
filied.” Chas. B. Spahr, in his “ Distribu-
tion of Wealth,” says that “ one-eighth
of the families in America receive more
than haif of the aggregate income,’” and
that ““‘the richest 1 per cent. receives a
larger income than the poorest 50 per
cent.”” That- condition is rapidly becom-
ing true of nearly every country, and
mainly through the private appropriation
of rent. It is estimated that one family,
of which John D. Rockefeller is the head,
possesses wealth to the amount of ome
billion dollars. Think of it. If Mr.
Rockefelier had begun at the birth of
Christ, making a dollar a minnte day and
night, and had accumulated it all, it
would hgve taken him $ill the year 1912 to
amass a thousand million dollars. Social
conditions that make such accumulations
possible are a disgrace alike to Christian-
ity and ecivilisation. Such . conditions
stir up discontenf, class hatred, and
bitterness. They breed socialismm and
‘gnarchy. They foster thoge elemeénts and
forees which bring. on violent revolutions,
They imply, not a dry rot, but a ferment-
ing, festering rot in the body pelitic.
What we need is

A New Emancipation Movement

to free the great mass of mankind from
industrial slavery, to get the landowners,
and the monopolists generally, off the
people’s backs, Merely to make their
slavery more bearable will do no perman-
ent good.

Is the Church unable or unwilling to
lend a hand in denouncing this monsier
of iniquity whieh, like a canker, iz eating
the heart out of our civilisation? The
prophets of old time would have done so.
Cannot you imagine them calling out:
“ Woe unte you, ye monopolists of God’s
earth!| Woe unto you, ye expleoiters of the .
poor I .

If the Church in its corporate cap-
acity is unable to take any action, surely
thig is the work of Church members who
have imbibed the Master’s spirit, and
who have learnt the Master’s teaching.
To all such I make an earnest appceal to
come over and help us, .

Knowledge is the first essential to
reform. I appeal to every Christian man

" and woman to study the arguments of
those whe contend that the private ap-
propriatien of rent is the main cause of
the ansrchy and chaos which abounds
to-day; nay, more, that it is the main
obstacle to the coming of the kingdom.
You must know that most of the men
who make this claim are men of at least
average ability, that they are men of
probity, and that they have made a study

Wright & Jaques,

of the subjeet wherecon they speak. Will

yvou not also study the subject and hkelp -
to solve the problem? Not to solve it,

and solve it rightly and quickly, means

death to society. :

Revolution ig in the air, 1t is being
proelaimed throughout this fair land, and
throughout every other so-called civilised
land. In the memoirs of Sully we {ind
this statement: ““The revolutioms that
come to pass in greab states are not the
result of chance or of popular caprice.
. As for the populace, it is never
from a passion fgr attack that it rebels,
but from impaticnce of suffering.” These
words were frue when Sully wrote them,
they are true to-day. ‘ '

Think, then, how near to revolution
we were in this country ounly a few
months ago, and how close t6 revolution
they have been in other parts of ihe
world within the past year or two. And
remember that * Force is no remedy "—
that ““ Nothing is ever settled until it is
setfled right.”” Although force is neces-
sary to-suppress a riotous meb, and al-
though force may appear for a iime fo
gulgpress an industrial upheaval, nothing

- :

The Establishment of Social Justice

can secure the harmonious development
of human society. That justice we have
not yet aftained in New Zealand or in
any other country. ‘

In conclusion, let me say that to some
of you my words may seemn unduly pessi-
mistic. It is not pessimism to point cut
dangers, and at the same time to point
out a way of escape from such dangers.
1 have tried to do bhoth. T am not really
pessimistic regarding the future. I be-
lieve that “dod’s in His heaven,” and
that *“all’s right with the world.” - Buf
Gad requires the co-operation of the sons

- of men in order that His love and justice

may abound on the earth. I am confi-
dent that my appeal for your help and co-
operation will not be in vain—

Love iz and was my King and Lerd,
And will be, tho' as yet T keep
Within his court on earth, and sleep

Encompassed by his faithful guard,

And hear at times a sentinel
Who moves about from place to place,
And whispers to the worlds of apace

In the deep’ night, that all is well.

And all is well, tho’ faith and form

Be sunder’d in the night of fear;

Well roars the storm to those that hear
A deeper voice across the storm,
Proclaiming social truth shall spread

And justice, ev'n tho’ thrice again

The red fool-fury of the Seine.
Should pile her barricades with dead.
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