PRE-SESSIONAL ADDRESS.

THIS

HON. GEGRGE FOWLDS AT GREY LYNN.

- INTERESTING POLITICAL SPEECH.

AN ENSHUSIASTIC MEETING.

The Hon., Geo. TFowlds, Minister of
Eduecation, addresseil a meeting of lis
constituents at the Tivolli Theatre, New-
ton, last night., The Mayor (Mr. W. J.
Haldsworth} presided, and the hall was
packed to its ubmost capueity. On the
stage were Messrs, G H. Poole, ALP,, A,
L, Glover, M.P., 1. Lawry, M.P., H. Po-
land, ALP., W. Beelan, M.1.C., B. Harris,
ALL.C., Dr. MeDowell, J, Jenkin, G. 1.
Peacocke, G, Sayers, G. Bagley, 1. 4. IL.
Ellisdon, B. W. Warnock. The Atforney-
General (the Hon Dr. Findlay) was nlsn
provided witl a seat on the platform.

The Jinister was necorded a splendid
recepbion, and the meeting was moat
appreciative throughont. The speaker re-
ceived a most attentive and sympathetic
hearing, his remarks Deing punctunted
throughout by warm oubbursts of ap-
applause. He commenced by referring to
the loss sustained hy the Empire through
Ehe death of the King. Mr. Fowlds
also touched upon the depnrfure from
New Zealand of Lord and Lady Plunket,
ard enlagised the manner in which Tis
Tixeellengy had performed his high dufies.
Reference was next made to the death
of Mr. F. E, Baume, deep sympathy being
expressed for the decensed’s widow and
chiidven and his mother. Mr. Fowlds
characterised Mr. Baume as o straight-
forward, honest, good man, unselfish and
ever looking after the interests of this
part of New Zealand, {Applause.) - Mr.
JFowlds also expressed his personal regreb
at the foss sustained by the Catholie
Church throngh the death of Bishop
Lenihan, {Applanse.)

GOVERNMENT HOURE BITE.

There were two or three subjects thaf
had heen agitating the minds of the

people of Auekland for some time past,
which he proposed to deal with at once.
The first of these subjects was that of
Government House site. He had been
shocked and pained at some of the state-
ments he had seen in the columng of the
public Press, zhowing a complete wanf
of apprecintion of the value to a demaoe-
racy of higher education, He had even
heard of sneers being indulged in at our
University Colleges ns being glorified
night-schools. The only touch he had
ever had with University education was
at night eclasses in connection with the
Anderzsonian  College in Glasgow, and
kad therefore o very high appreciation of
that form of University work. To meet the
needs of a democracy for higher educe-
tion, evening college <classes must al-
ways be n leading feature. (Applause.)
In Seotland in hig time a very large per-
centage of the students prssing through
the universities were the ¢hildren of very
poor parenis, and tremendouz sacrifices
bhad to be made by the stwdents and
their people to obtain higher education.
IHere in New Zealand they had lrought
our university education within the reach
of the children of the poorest parents
without payment of any fees whatever,
Thiz fact should be carefully borne in
mind by the people in connecktion +with
this controversy. The grent mass of the
people were more inferested in securing
the efficiency of our university colleges
than were the well-to-do people, for the
Infter could always afford to send their
children to the European seats of learn-
ing for their education, whereas the chil-
dren of the workers must either ha
edueated here or miss it altogether, At
the present time there were something
like ome hundred New Zealond students



in the Old Counbry studying for the
medical and other professions, whieh
proved the necessity for u mere thorough
equipment of university colleges in New
Zealand to afford an equal opportumity
to the children of we workers. In
nearly every centre of New Zealand they
lad now free lkindergarten schools, from
which the children prssed into the free

" primary schools. [If in the latter they
gained proficiency certificates they were
engifled to free secondary or techmical
education, and, on showing that they
wonld benefit by university instruction
by passing the examinntion with eredit,
they might then receive free education
in pur university colleges.

“Hegurding the question of Government
House site,” continued Mr Fowlds, “L de-
gire to sy that before I became a Minlster
of the Crown o very strong agitantion had
existed to secure the Mebropolitan
Girounds for university purposes. On
assuming the office of Minister of Educa-
tion, I found that there were then in-
superable diffienliies in enrrying out thet
proposal, and, recognising that the needs
of the university would in time neeesai-
tato the nse of the whole of Government
House site, [ seb myzelf the task of secur-
ing that nmiagniffieent site for the edueca-
tionrl use and general benefit of the
people of this provinee. T eonsequently
diseussed the question with a number of
teading wen interested in educational
matters, and it was in consequence of
information T supplied that the agitation
on the subject of a university site and
buildings was left in abeyance until a
suitable opportunity avese for pgiving
effect te my proposels. It was a very
aveat gurprise to me to find even o few
objectors to the proposal that was an-
nounced in the Budget of last year. You
will remember that practically no aobjee-
tion was raised then to the doing away
with (tovernment House, the controversy
in the Press being mainly as to whether
a portien of the ground thould alzo be
set nside for Grammar Sehoel purposes.
T had even then other propossls under
eanzideration for meeting the undoubted
neetds of the Grammar School iIn the
matter of o suitable playground. T felb
then. as 1 ieel now, that it would be a
huge mistalie to limit lhe possibility for
university extension by complicating the
issue with the needs of the Grammar
Echeol,  After the fullest investigation,
T know of ne site in Auckland suitable
for unmiversity purposes except Govern-
ment House orounds (applause and

eries of “No!”), the area of which iz
none too large for preseni needs and
those of the near fubture. Here I might
remark that the Queensland Government
has recently #ef asme the Brisbane
Goverrment House and grounds, which
inclunde about thirty-live acres, for uni-
versity purposes. Even that area of
land lhae been decmed by some to be
inzullicient for future exbtension., Inaay
ariangement that may be made [ con zee
my way to maoke adequafe provision for
Crammar  Schoal  purposes without
trenching on Government House site, the
aren. of selection of suitable sites for
Crammar School purpeses being much
larger than that available for the Uni-
versity College. I fully expect to live to
see the time when the population of the
Auvekland Province will be mueh greater
than the present total population of
New Zealand, When that time arrives the
aren of fhe Government House site will
be eonsidered inadequate rather than f{oo
large, {Applause,)

CHEAP SNEERS.

The Minister went on o say thab
some cheap sneers had been indulged in
about erecting on the grounds of Govern-
ment House site a boarding-house for
vouny ladies and young gentlemen. He
bad no desire whatever o see a sysbtem
established that would set university
stndents in u class by themselves, but
he would say most emphatically (con-
sidering the fmet that Auckland Univer-
sity College muszt serve the needs of the
whole province} that it was highly de-
sirable to hnve residentinl colleges both
for wale and female students eoming
from the country distniets (applauae),
for it must always be borme in mind
that we have to provide not only for
Grenter Aueklund, but for the whole of
this grent provinee. Some provigion of
this kind kad already been mude both in
Dunedin and Weilington. In the case
of Punedin, the mabtber of providing
residential necommodation for univer-
sity college students was token up by
the Rev. A. Comeren on behoif of the
Preshyterinn Chureh, The Church gave o
site of ten acres, valued ab £5000, snd
£23,000 was spent on the buildings, of
which the magnificent sum of £10,000
was eontributed by Mr and Mrs Jokn
Rogs, of Dunedin, and £1350 svas spent
in furnishing the buildings. Though
opened only about twelve montha ago,
this residential college was already quite
full, and other students were seeking




admission. 0f the iifty sbudents in
residence, eleven were in the Theologieal
Hall, 38 were taking the Arts course at
the University, eight of them were pre-
paring for the teaching profession, 15
were medical students, one was studying
dentistry, and one low. If the auckland
University College was to adequately
‘serve the needs of the province, some
similar accommodation would hefore very
long have to be provided, and the area
of the proposed site would be found to
be none too large for this and the cther
purposes of the Collezn.

“Before leaving this subject,” added
the 3Minister, “I desire to express my
regret thot in connection therewitl T
have come into confiiet with my
friend the editor of the ‘Auek-
land Ster,” who lhas rendered yeo-
man service to damoeratic movements
and institutions in the past; but in this
eaze my senze of public duty to the pre-
sent and £he fubure residents of Amek-
land Province has led me to tarke an
opposite view from him. I am by no
means unmindful of the natural senti-
ment arising from the historieal assiei-
ations of the old place, and I know of no
better way of utilizing that sentiment
than by interfwining it with the ‘ukure
eduentional life of the province”  (Ap-
plavse.y  “Regarding the use of the
grounds for the public of Auckland, T
have all along intimated my intention
of zeeuring to the people free mecess to
the grounds at all reasenable times, In
that war the place will be of much
greater benefit to the people than it bas
ever been in the past” (Applauae.)

THE KNYVETT CASE

The Hon. Mr, Fowlds then went on to
deal with the Enyvett ease. Tlis, he
sajd, was the second of the thorny sub-
jects to which he had referred. A good
fenl of wild talls and misrepresentation
had been induiged in in connection with
this matter, and it swas rather unfor-
tunate that, ns in the cnse of the Univer-
gity site, only one side of it had found
expression in the Auckland Press. IRe-
cently we had a visit from Field-Marshal
Lord Xitchener, the greatest soldier of
the Empire, who gave an emphatic warn-
ing against allowing politieal or soeial
influences to interfers with the adminis-
tration of defence mniters, and the Gov-
ernment had all along heen strenuously
endeavouring to resist such influences.
(Applause.) The Government could nof
afford to hreak the law in response to
popular clatwour, and it eould not per-

mit the administration of the Defence
Department to he conducted by mass
meetings, even though these meetings be
led by the Leader of the Oppositien on his
way “to the steps of the throne itself.”
(Laughter.) So far as the agitation had
been directed against the Government or
Col. Robin—and he thought most peaple
would admit that it Iind mainly been
directed against the one or the other—
it was {(and he said thiz emphatically)
the most unworthy and unwarranted
political agitntion he had ever lmown.
{Cries of “No” and *You arc wrong.”)
The Government had nothing to fenr from
a tehenring of the Knyvett case. (Cries
of “Why don’t you have it?') The Gov-
ermment had nothing to gain in re-
sisting such a rehearing, except the main-
tenance of itz own self-respect in impar-
{inlly administering the law as it stood.
Tn eonncetion with this matter he might
point out thot Captain Rnyvett had hisg
attention drawn hy the officer commnnd-
ing the district to the fact that his letter
wrs nr improper one, and was urged to
withdraw the offending matter, which he
refused to do, THe wondered whether
the Knyvett committee had publiched
that fact in the pamphlet which was sup-
posed to contnin the whole facts of the
cage. (Cries of “No”)  As had Teen re-
peatedly pointed aut by the CGavernment,
there wos no provision in the law of the
Dominion for granting a rehearing or an
appeal in sueh’ cases.
A voiee: “There ought to be”

Mr., Fowlds: Tt had been sugzested that
the difieulty could be got over by Colonel
Robin demanding an inquiry into the
serions charges that had  been made
acninst him, sand that in his own in-
terests he ought to make such o demand.
He {the Minister) would here emphasise
what hod been pointed ont om different
peeasions, that Colanel Robin had nothing
whatever tn do with the Knyvett caze
from hefore the time the inguiry was
ordersd. e had never objectad to the
holding of the inquiry that wos now
being demanded; indeed, he nasked at
onee thHat such an inguiry should be
held. (A veiee: “Then it should have
been leld.”) Tt was not, however, so
ensy o provide for such an inguiry, for
the reason that milifary law and custom
demanded that a Conrt of Tnquiry can
be eomposed only of officers of equul or
of superior rank to the officer whose con-
duet was the subject of the inquiry, and
they Tad ne officers in the Dominion of
equal or of superior rank to the Chief
of Staff. ATl efforts to overcome this



difficnity had =0 far been unsuccessful,
but the recent announcement mnde by
the Prime Minister at Hokitila that
Lord Eitchener had, when in New Zea-
land, heen commissioned to zeleet an ofli-
eer of high rank to tuke charge of the
New Zealand Defence TForees as Com-
mandant, would in all prohability result
in the means being provided of overcom-
Aing the diffienlty. When the new Com-
mandant arrived in New Zealand he
wonld be appointed one of o bownrd to
inquire into the charges made against
Colonel Robin., He felt, therefore, that
in {due time Mr. Enyvett and his friends
would have an opportunity of the fullest
inquiry they could desive. (Hear, hear.)

A voieo: “What about justice for
Koyvett?”

The Minister added that an ingquiry
could be held only after Parliament had
by stagute made such a reliearing legal.
The Government would give Parlinment
thu opportanity of masking this provision
during the coming session.

Another demuand that had been made,
znid Mr TFowlds, in conneetion with the
matter, was that a Royal Commission
be set up to consider the whole organiza-
tion and administration of the Defence
Department, bot to get up such a Com-
mission of Inquiry into an organization
whieh the Government by passing the
Defence Act of last session had decided
to re-model frem top fo bettom, would
surely be the height of politieal absur-
dity. (Hear, hear.) TPor several months
during the Prime Minisier's absence in
Eogiand last year he had chavee of the

Defence Department, and was  conse-
quently brought into  close  personal

toueh with Colone! Robin, and he had
no hesitation in saying that he was a
eareful and painstaking officer and one
who would not be likely te inflict an in-
justice upon anyhody. In coneclusion, he
woull point out that neither the Prime
Minister nor any other member of the
Government hod publicly discussed this
question, exeept in veply to deopuiations.
helieving that it wounld be disastrous to
the country to have the administration
of the Defence Tepartment drazged in-
to the arena of party polities. (Ap-
mause.)

NORTH AUCKLAND RATLWAY.

The third thorny subject coneerned
the route of the North Auckland Rail-
war., Though he had gziven very enn
siderable attention to this subject. he
had not hitherto publiely expressed any

opinion on it. The Suggestion that poli-
tical comsiderations, had influenced the

decizion of the Minister of Public Works

was absurd.  As a matber of faet, it was
A Alfred Hurding, the Opposition eandi-
dute for the Kaiparan seat at the last
general election, who first directed the
speaker’s atteation to the fact that
motives other fhan the besb interests
of New Zealand were respousible for
diverting the railway fo the eastward
of the route that would best serve the
settlers and the country generaily. In
the session of 19038 a deputabtion ol set-
glers from the North went to Welling-
ton in support of o petition that o sur-
vey be made of what was consilered to
be n mare central ronte than the ome
whicl wag supposei o have been adopi-
ed. He was n member of the Public
Patitions Committee that heard the evi-
dence and considered the peiition. He
went to the Committes, if wnything, pre-
judiced in favour of what he understood
wos the route recommended by the en-
sineers of the Depariment, bub the evi-
dence and arguments in favour of the
western route were so convineing that
he resolved to take the first opportunily
of visiting the district and investignt-
ing the matter for himseli, so thub he
might form an unbinssed opinion from
personnl observation on the merits of
the rival voutes. When the deputabion
wns in Wellington in  connection with
their petition they swailed on the Hom
Ar Hall-Tones, who was then Mmister
of Public Works, and he knew from eon-
versations he had with him at the time
that he also was very much impressed
with the representations made to Iim
by the deputation. He therefore pro-
mized the deputation two things: (1)
that a survey of the suggested route
would Dbe undertalen, and {2} that ne
gonstructional work would be done be-
vond the point of the suggesied devia-
tion until after o survey had been made
and fully considered. The apenker fook
the first opportunity he hnd after the
session of viziting fthe distriet. This
wns bebween Christmas Day and the end
of 1908, On the journey he was accom-
panied by one of the engineers on the
works, who was able to afford him very
valuahle information recardine the coun-
try, as well aa the maps and the plans
that hnd heen supnlied hy the Publie
Works TDepartment. After hearing the
views of o Targe number of the setilers
on both tontes, and seeing a zood deal
of the country, he formed a very definite
and decided opinion that the wastern



Toute was the one that wounld besé serve
the interests of the district, and be most
remuncrative to the Railway Department
swwhen completed. Thougli  pressed  to
malke a statement by the represeniatives
of the two newspapers that accompanied
im, he earcfully refrained from <loing
so for two reascns, namely, that he did
not want in any way to embarrass his

colleague, the new Minister of Public
Works, who had promised him {Mr
Fowlds) to pay an early visit of inspee-
tion himself, in case his conclusions

ghould be different from the speaker’s.
Further, he wanted to avoid the possi-
bility of any delay in the progress of the
works while the question of the route
was being seftled. On his retnrn to
Wellington, he refrained from expressing
hiz opinion to the Hon. R, MeKenzie re-
garding the rival voutes, but drew his
atlention to two or three matters he
had diseovered in the course of hic
travels, viz.: (1) that in spite of the
definite promise of his predecessor to
have the suggested westorn route =ur-
veved, no such survey had beem made;
{2} that in spite of the definite promise
of his predeceszor that the construetiona!
worle would nob be procecded with be
youd the point of the proposed devia
tion until a survey Bbad been made and
considered, the work had aefually pro-
gressed for o considerable distance be-
yond that point: and (3} that the maps
supplied to him by the Deparbment
showed the proposed deviation nz being
longer and not so straizht as the eas-
tern route, whercas the appenrances on
the ground indicated fhat the western
route would be shorter, stvaighter, and
more easily ernstrueied than the eas-
tern rowte—{subscquent surveys had
eonfirmed thizs impression): and (4) that
the ferminal point of the railway at
Melnrroll’s (Gap, az shown on the Pulblic
Works map, was some three miles to the
eastward of the Gap proper. When fhe
Hon, R. MeKenzie, Minister of Poblic
Works, himsell examined the routes he
arrived at the same conclusion as the
speaker had dome, and he veally could
net understand any unbinszed person
who knew the country coming fo any
ather conclugion. ‘ :

THE ROYAT COMMISSION,
Those favouring the eastern route asked
“if the evidence in favour of the western
route iz zo conclisive, why not agree to
submit the gquestion to the Royal Com-
mizsion which it is proposed to appoint
to consider the rouie of the railway

narth of McCarral¥s Gap?”’ The answer
to this was that the time has gone by
for sueh 0 commission, #s the works have
been proceeding for nearly iwelve months
along the route decided upon. The posi-
tion tnken up by the Auvekland Press at
the time of the wvisits of Mr. MeKenzie
and himself was the correct ene. In or-
der to prevent any delay in the proseca-
gion of the work, they ealled upon the
Minister of Public Works to make an
early decision regarding the rival routes,
and counselied all concerned to fall in
toyally with the Minister's deeision. He
quoied the following from articles that
appeared at the time. The * Auckland
Siar " of the 31st Deecmber, 1908, wrote
a3 follows:-—-“1f the Northern district
settlers positively cannot agree about the
choice of routes, Lheir only safe course 13
to leave it to the Railway Department
and the Minister in charge” The * New
Zealand Herald,” in its lending article on
the subject on the 12th February, 1809,
said: “We do not envy Mr. B, Melensie
his iamsk, for le iz ruife eertain to dis-
appoint very bitterly one side or the
other, and no kindly man filkes to do that.
. ... Whatever Mr. McIengic’s decision
mav be, it should be loyally and ecordially
necepted, out of regard for reneral in-
torests that are very muech greater than
any parochinl inferesis can possibly be.”
My Fowlds went on te say that he did
nnt propose to say anything relative to
the motlives underlying the frst decision
to sprry the line for nearly bwenty miles
along the foothills of the Waipu moun-
tain sange, where no traffie, either in
woeds or passengers, coull be expeeted
from the eastern side of the railway
without the nse of flying machines, and at
the same iime to miss the ppportunity of
tapping  the navigable wasers of the
great Kaipara river, which will serve as
a feeder to this main line in the same
way as a braneh line would de. Te had
oniv te ndd that if the Flon. Roderiek
Meltenzie never did any greaber servies
to iz counbry than to sebtle this ques-
tjon jn the way he had done, he will still
deserve the undying gratitude of the
people not only of Norvh Auekland, Tut
of the whole Dominion. {Applause.)

GOVERNMENT NOT SO POPULAR.
it had been suggested to him thob

the Government was nob so pepular as it
had been. (A voice: “That’s sa’} That

might be either the fault of the
Government or the people who were
diseontented. (Laughter.) £ the

members of a  Government did whab



they  helieved to  bhe right, they
were bound to come into confliet with
some people.  (Applaunse.} Then, too,
last year, the Government was compelled
to go in for drastic retrenchment, and
any Government that did that must in-
cur a good deat of unpopnlarity. (Ap-
plause.) He contended that the weecord
of {he past four years for either adminis-
tration ov legislation was ome that no
Covernment need be ashamed of, (Ap-
planse, s Flie seasion of 100% was looked
upon as @ record one for the important
measures passed. JMr. Fowlds instanced
the Nutive Land Act, Defence Act, State-
guarantecd Advanees Act, aa illustrations

of the good weasures (hat had Deen
passed Into law last year, As Lo the
Nutive Lawd Act, Mr. Fowlls recom-

mended his hearers to read the report
of the Houn. Dr. Findlay's address de-
livered at Whangarei to see what had
been actually done, He wentioned that
£500,000 a year was to he spent for the
nest few years in the purchase of native
lands, and also stated 10u Government
awd 30 to 40 contract surveyors were at
work. - HMe said the papers were always
evying out for settling the native lands,
but il peopfe would look around the
country, they would see large arens of
Furopenn-owned Iand also Iying idle,
They should treat the Furopsan and the
Maori owner of unused land in much the
same manner.  (Applause.)  There was
another zide to this question, What was
going to happen when all the Crown
land and unative land was disposed of?
Then would come the time of the land
monopolist to exact his own terms. (Ap-
plavse.)  The Government of thab day
weould reguire to bring in something of
the principles of Liayd George’s Budget
to ensure that the land was made avail-
able for the use of the people.  {Ap-
Plaunse.y
NOT WAR, BUT DEFENCE.

He had seen o paragraph going around
the newspapers to the effect thot one
member of the Cabinet, and he, too, not
a Seuthern member, wis apposed to the
Ddefence det. He took that to mean him-
self. (Laughter.) Now, he wished to say
straight out that he hated war—(ap-
planse}—and the military spirit that
tended to develop that jingoism which
was ealeulnted to proveke war, (Ap-
plause.) Having said that, he wished to
make it quite elear that he believed in
the people being trained to defend their
country.  {Applanse.) He saw no ob-
jection to physieal education and train-

ing so long as the conscience of those
people  who were utierly opposed to
wrr wus not forced. Under the present
Act sueh objectors eould net he com-
pelled fo undertale milinry duties, hut
they would lave to take up equivalent
civil duties in lien theveof. (Applause.)
IXDUSTRIAL SUHOOLS,

A very important plece of legislation
passed  last  year was  fhe Industrial
sSelools Ack, This was intended to denl
wilk degenerates without respeet to age
in regard to their detention. At pre-
sent the maximum age was 21, and in
the past it had been the custom in cer-
tain casez for degencrale young people
to eawse much trouble in the latter
atages of thelr treatment, knowing thab
they woukl be lepally iree when $hey
reached 21 years of age.  Now they
wonld have to vestrain and behave them-
selves under the knowledge that they
conbd be detained indefinitely if they
did not do so.

The Alinister also dealt briefly with
the amendments to the Uld Age Pen-
sions Aet, and the placing of the Death
Duties Aet on the Statute Book last
zession.

HOSPITATR AND CHARITABLE  AID.

The Hospitals and Charitable Institu-
tions Aeb was one of the most important
measures passed last session. The re-
form in the law ellected by Lhis Aet was
nob so npparent in the Auekland district
as in other parts of New Zewland; in
Auelland the hospital and all the charit-
able institutions had cll along  been
under the conirol of the one Bourd, In
other parts of New Zealand they fre-
quently had three or four Boards dealing
with these institutions. Ile was glad to
suy that the new Aebt was now well un-
der way, and though it wos somewhat
early {o speak, there was every reason
for believing that iiz provisions would
be for the general advanbage of the
country. He must confezs, however,
that he was zomewhat disappoinied at
the lack of interest manifested in the
recent elections, hut nevertheless he was
bound to admit that the personnel of the
Boarda ecleeted waz undoubiedly excel-
lent, and o very large proportion of the
mewbers bad had previous experienee
of hospital and charitable aid work on
the old boards. The responsibilities of
the members were many and widely di-
vergent, snd should only be graduelly
azaumed az the boards, so to speak, felt
their way; but one responsibility that
he hoped the boards would speedily as-




sume wias that of a Doard of Health.
Just ai pyesent the majority of boards
were vonsidering the eourse of aetion
wkey would pursue with regard to the
Act, and the veports of the various pelicy
committees that had been set up were
heing cwaited with interest. With ibs
poliey clearly defined and well horne in
mind, o hoard could gradusily put inte
action thosze provisions of the Act thai
fhey may be rendy to undertake in the
order of their relative importance.

Tt wag somewhat early yet fo expeet
the DBoards to set up special commitiees
composed of members of the Beards and
representatives of the various philan-
thropic societies, with o view io placing
on & betier footing the adminisiration of
charitable relief. At present-the over-
lapping and abuse of charity oceasioned
Ly & somewhat indiscriminaie doling oud
of alms, was hoving a very bad effect on
a certain section of the community, and
he sincerely trusted that by means of
such eommittees, mnny of the defeets of
the present system would be ebvinted.

THIE DECREASING BIRTH RATE,

To these commiltees of ** Social WWel-
fare,” added the Hon. Mr. Fowlds, he
hoped to see appointed a foir proportion vl
wonlen, for there were many quesiions
in connection with this Important branen
of social work that could be best setiled
by goed and eapable women, They should
try to get women to come forward for
work on eommittees, and also as district
visitors, for in either of these capaecities
they could furnish a link in the syscem
that could searvcely be filled with advan-
tage by men. The subject of women and
women’s worle called to his mind another
matter important to this country, and
to the Empire at large, and that was the
decrensze in the birth-rate. Withour doubt
that was a very serious danger to the
nation, and had been aptly designnted as
“Race suiecide® It wns a subject that
should be taken in hand by the patriot,
the parson and the politician, and its
evils should be thundered alike from pul-
pit and Press. There waz no need {o go
into the detnils of that evil-—rother
should they try to suggest a praciieal
remedy, and whether fhat remoedy—or
rather one of the many remedies needed
—swould be brought about by giving spe-
eial assistance to maternity patiemts, or
by other means, the matter was being
well considered, oand the Government
shortiy hoped to be able to offer to the
expeeting mother assistance in the hour
of her need, so that it could not be said
that the cost of mediea]l and nursing at-

tendance will any longer prevent o wo-
man from facing the responsibilities and
dangeras of child-birth., And while con-
sidering the mothers, they must zot for-
geb the children. e hoped before long
to have a practical system of medical in-
spection and treatment for sechool ehil-

dren presented to the Dominion. Per-
haps  some way seoff ab  what
they may think Ttopian the ideas

he had propounded, bui he trusted to be
able to show the people of the Dominion
that fthe schemes of the idealist were
net necesanrily illogieal or impracticable,
(Applause.)
MENTAL HOSPITALS.

Begarding the mental hospitals, which
were undey bis eontrel, the Minister said
he had every reason to believe that there
was complebe harmony in the siafls in
these mstitutions, Thiz he thought was
accounted for by the following facts:—
{1} That good service waz expected, and
persons unsunitable to look after patienss
were weeded out, (2} Thai there is an
improvement in the salavies, nomely, of
attendants increased by £7 10/ per
annum, and of nurzes by £ per annnm.
The salaries of Lhe cngineers employed by
the Department had also been raised, and
those of the various artizans had been
brought into line with existing awards.
Specin! attention had been given to the
training of aftendants and nuraes by
lectures and demonstrations, the resulis
heing tested lntry on by examination, and
registration certificates were awarded ae-
cording to merit. All persons holding
responsible pesitions in the Department
had carried out their labours in a mosk
conscientious and praiseworthy manner,
and had been faithiully supported by
their subordinates. The returns from
the farms had largely assisied to suppord
the patients, thereby tending to reduee
the cost of muaintenance. The value of
the produce raised on the farms of the
mental hospitals had inereased from
£14,300 in 100G, the year when he took
charge of the Department, to rather over
£17,200 in 1909, When the new mental
hospital gets inte working order, he ex-
pected a substantial addition to the
revenue from this source. Regarding the
new mental hospital, a misapprehensions
seemed to have got into the minds of
people that it was to replace exisiing in-
stitutions. This was entirely an errone-
ons idea. 1 would be neither possible
nor expedient to adopt such a policy,
but tle new mental hozpital was intended
to meei demands for exfensions for a
eood many years to come. All the exist-
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ing institutions were about #3 large as
they cught to be considering the limited
area of land available for their use.

EDUCATION.

Tducation is ane of the most impor-
tant of the nation’s concerns, continued
the Minister, and it’ was perhaps nob
unnatural thot nearly every one should
consider himself as mere or less of an
educational expert. Indeed, o witty
member of the recent Inspectors’ Con-
ference stated in o speech that “if you
were to let off a gun in Lambton Quay
you couldn’t help hitting at least n hur-
dred educational experis,” DBut the in-
stitution and management of a compleie
national system of edugabion was in
reality one of Ghe most eomplex problems
that could be set to sny man or body of
men. So much was this the ense that in
England the solution of Lhe problem had
defied the efforts of Parlinment, the
Edueation Department, aud ihe virious
public hodies that dealt with the matter.
Here, however, na doubt, the problem
was much simpler than at Home, and it
might be fairly claimed that, at all
events ns far as the manchinery provided
by the State is concerned. the system was
not fnr from complete. Portions of the
machinery had not yet been set in opera-
tion, because the fact that in the same
focality primnry edueation, secondary
education, and technical education were
in the hands of two, three, or even four
different authorities which had no special
indueements to act in co-operation; and
parily, no deubt, owing to the imperfec-
tious of the human agents prone to error
in education as in every other depart-
ment of hwman life, Briefly exumining
the machinery which the State provided
he gaid (1) there were primary schools,
where attendance waz free and compul-
gory until the age of 14 (unless a child
passes Standrrd V.); (2) a boy or girl
who passed satisfactorily through the
primary course and gained a certificate
of proficiency, whether =we gained a
scholarship or not, is eligible for a junior
free place, which might be held at a
secondary school, technieal schoeol, or dis-
triet high scheol for two years or more.
If his work during that time wns saiis-
factory, lhe was awarded n senior free
place, whieh he might hold at the second-
ary school, technical schaol. or distriet
high school for a further period, genmer.
ally speaking, until he was nineteen--
though that limit did not obtain in the
case of a technical schooi, The Educa-

tion Board scholarships and junior na-
tional acholarships provided boarding
allownnees for couniry pupils to attend
gecondary schools, and for those who did
not gain acholarships they hnd 60 or 70
wisbriet high schools, so thai even now
very few country children qualified for it
need he withont secondary edueation of
some kind; (3) our University Colleges
were most demseratic in character, the
number of enirance scholarships was
large, and even if a student did noet
gain o scholarship his fees were prid for
him if he gained credit in the entrance
examinations of the University, that was
to say in the University Junior Scholar-
ship exnmination; (4) if a student
wished to beeome @ teacher the training
colleges were open to him, free, upon req-
sonabie qualifientions — nowhere ekee
were the liberal allewances given to
training college students that were given
in New Zealand. IHere, he was pub to ne
expense wiatever——elsewhere he had al-
most invariably to provide the whole or
part of the cost of his training; (5} if
a student passed successfully through
his Univergity course, they offered him
inducements in the shape of New Zea-
land research scholarships (£100 a year
and expenses for two or three years) io
pursie research on some subject likely
to be of commercial or industrial im-
portence, He might, of eourse, obtain a
Rhodes Scholavship, or an Iuternationnt
Exhibition Schelarship entitling him to
pursue his studies further in Furope.
Severnl times had Rhodes and Interna-
tional  XExhibition Scholarships heer
gained by Auclkland students, but so
far no Auckland candidate had offered
bimself or herself for a Research Scholar
ship, In the South the Research scholars
had been doing goed work, and from
what he heard. it was not unlikely that
diseoveries or inventions of high eom-
mercial value might be the result of
vhelr researches, FEven if that were not
the case, he wos sure they wera doing
right in training the Fyoung people te
methods of resenrch in conmection with
their ewn industries,

THE SYLLABUS.

Perhaps they would hear less now on
the text of the primary achool sylfiabus,
as the Ceneral Educational Conference
held in Tebrnary Iast carried the fol-
lowing reselution: ““That, in the opinion
of this Conference, the syllabus of worlk
for primary schools is based on sound
principles, and is gemerally well adapted



to the needs of our pupils” The small
amendments in the details of the sylin-
bus that in the course of the discus-
sion at the Inspectors’ Conference were
shown to be desirable, would, he ex-
pected, shorily be made. He had dwelk
on the main features of the edueation
system, beecause in the process of eriti-
cism abfention was naturally direeted
to mere defails, and the cribies often
could not ses the wood for the trees.
During the past year he. bad been ex-
periencing the faet bhat it was much
ensier to be popular when your pocket
was full of money than it was when you
have to practize economy. (Laughter
and applause.)

Attention had been directed lately to
the withdrawal of the special eapitabion
of 0d to school cemmittees, to the
ledsened amount of lazt yeur's grants for
the maintenance and rebuiilding of
schodls, and to the withdrawal of the
grant {or public libraries. It was well
understood movw, he thought, that some
retrenchment was absolutely necessaxy.
An increase of £105,000 in the aducation
vote for one year—and that o year of
restricted revenue—was more than any
Minister of Finance eould be expected to
provide, and it appeared to the Govern-
ment that lesz harm would be done to
edueation by reducing the expenditure
in the directions named fhan in any
other, The tolal amount saved by all
the boards, last year, ab least, had
the special eapitation to schecl commit-
tees been paid would have buen enough
to pay the spemal capltation; aund all
the hoards Inst year, at least, had
balances large enough te have paid the
extra capitation that year, had they
been so dispased. Nouwe of them, ns far
as he was awnre, did so. The greater
elasticity of the finances of the Dominion
would enable this question of allow-
ances to sehoo! committees to be dealt
with in a broad way. The compulsery
temporary withdrawsl of the grants had
ut teast had one advantage—it had eall-
od nittention to the great disparity be-
tween the rtes of the allowances paid
to school committees in the various dis-
tricks. While the average rate per pupil
over the whols of New Zealand was in
1003 (before the 9d wag grunted) 5/7,
the rate (exclusive of the 9d) was in
1908 5/3%, and in 1909 5/4%, a general
reduction of 3id and 24d per head re-
gpectively. One Board had reduced bthe
allowances by 2/4f per head; some
boards had slightly incremsed the rabe,
but hnd apparently impesed other bur-

dens upon the school fund. In 1909 the
ratea varied from 3/5 to 8/9% a head.
Obviously, there swas room for reform,
but the guestion was beset with many
difficul$les.

BUILDING GRANTS,

The Minister went on o speak of the
reduction of the maintennnce building
grants, which, it might he remarked, had
nothing o do with new buildings—the
cast of the latter being met by grants
gut of the Public Works Fund. 1t was
necessary o emphasize the {faet thab
the reduction was made by omitting the
partion of the granb infended for the
rebuilding of schools. This should have
ereated no immedinte difliculty to any
board, for all Boeards had, or should
have had, sufficient balances on this ac-
count to provide for all scheols requiring
ta be rebuilf during the mext two or
three years. Unfortunately, some of the
boards had diverted part of this money
to new buildings, a purpose for which
Parlinment hod nobt voted it, and so
found themselves in o difficulsy of their
own making. The amounb, he hoped,
would be restored this year, and care
would be taken that the baards did aot
gulfer in the end nny diminution of the
amounts that should be availuble for the
rebuilding as well ns for the repalr
of schools, It would also be possible to
restore the library vete this year. The
railway concessions to tenchers travel-
ling te clnsses had alveady been restored,
with certain safeguards which experience
had shown necessary fo preveni abuse.

SOME [MPORTANT WORES.

dpeaking of granbs for freé school
books, the Minister said, in spite of the
fears expressed in some quarters, the
grants bad proved to be ample for the
purpose in every district where fhe sys-
tem has been fully tried. During the
last few years (Le, while he lad been
Minister of Edueation) they eould point
to many important advances—e.g.: (1)
Agricuitural instruction had been faken
up with more or tess enthusinzm in o
large number of couniry public sehools,
and o good seheme of agricultural eduea-
tion had been initinted by the aid of
liberal grants in district high schoois—
one or bwo of the secondary schools were
also giving attention to this important
gubject; {2) the training colleges had
been fully developed by the provision of
new buildings, the improvement of the
stafts and the inereassd allowances to
students; (3) the number of pupils re-
ceiving some form of secondary instrue-



tior had increased nearly twelold, and
the inereased ecapitation given had en-
abled the secondary schools which have
little or no eadowment {o raise their effi-
¢ieney by improving their stafling—seve-
ral new secondary schools had heen buil
out of publie funds; {4) the research
scholarships already mentioned had been
established; (5) the inspection of pri-
vale primary and secondary schools had
been estnblished on a regular basis; (G)
a special sehool for defective boys had
besn established—he hoped soon to esta-
blish a similar sehoal for girls; (7) the
primary school teachers had had their
salaries raised, and had been practically
secured against any fall of salary due to
canses other than incompetence and mis-
conduet; (8) the superannuation benefits
have been greatly inereasdd in varfous
ways: (9) the “School Journal” had heen
established, and its gemeral popularity
and the high approval of it expressed by
competent anthorities had more than
Jjusiified the moderate expenditure upon
k. (Applause.}
OPPOSITION BUGBEARS.

Another very important question, par-
tieulurly to housewives and poorer peo-
ple was the reduction in Customs duties
on articles of food. The duties collected
-on ordinary articles of food in 1900
amounted to £28D.430, whereas in 1008,
on the same foodstuffs, owing to the re-
duetions that the Government had made,

the duties wmounted to only £8650. (A
voiee: What about sugnr?) Well, it
is s hnlfpenny per pound less than

it was four years ngo.  After all that
had been dome, still the Leader of the
Opposition  would say: “We have got
2 bad Gavernment” There was only one
Government that wonld be good in Mr
Massey’s opinion, nad thet would be one
in which he was the leader. NMr Maszey
was o freeholder. (A voice: Quite right,
too!) He (Mr Fowlds) was also a free-
holder, but with taxation. The interests
of the State had as mueh might to pro-
tection from the individnal as the indivi-
dual had for proteetion from the
Stnte, {(Applause.) Replvinz te a te-
cent speech hy Mr Jas. Allen at Milton.
regarding the graduated land tnx, Mr
Fowlds said the member for Bruee had
been more than ordinarily amusine.  Mr
Allen elaimed that the Governmeni
wonld have heen in hot water over ifs
Land Bill had it not been for the Oppoe-
sibion. TLikewize, Mr Allen had falken
mueh eredit to himself with resard to
the financial position. aeensing the Gov-
ernment of stealing most of hiz sugees-
tions.  The Opposition was not quite
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such « happy family as they tried to
make ouf, and he referred bto the diffe-
rent opinions held on the Dreadnought
gift and the feeling over Lord Kitchensr's
repart on the defence of New Zealand.

Referring to the movement in favour
of creating an Independent Labour
party, the Minister said he had, by his
advocacy of certain progressive legisla-
tion, brought on his head strong storms
of critieism, He wns ruxious o do his
very best in fnvour of the mnsses of this
country. But he was convinced that it
was in the best interests of the people of
New Zealand as n whole that the Liberal
and Tabour party should hold together.
The interests and eclaims of Labour, for
many years, at any rate, would he best
served by working with the Liberal party.
Tle was willing fo admit that the pro-
gressive sentiment of the people was
a little ahexd of that of Parlinment,
But the Government was at loast as
progressive ns the Parlinment of the
coutttry.  If they wanted more, they
must send more progressive members to
the House of Representatives, He claimed
that the radical sentiments in other
countries were tending towards a measure
that he had been advoeating for many
years ago. The passing of the Budget
in Great TBritain swas an epoch-making
event, If New Zealand for the past 18
years had had one clause of that Budaget
in aperation, nemely, that providing for
the taking of 20 per eent, of the in-
erensed value of Iand for public pur-
poses, it would have meant £1,180,767 per
angum.  The annual inerease in land
value had heen nearly six  millions.
They were told by some  people
that that was the result of over-
valuntion, but the Government did not
find that to be the case when it wanted
to buy land at the valuations given.
(Laughter.) They saw occasionally in
Anckland newspapers complaints regard-
ing injustice to Auekland. Tt was, how-
ever, reeognised ountside Auckland that
it was a very difficult community to
work for, or please— (langhter)—nand for
the Inst month or two he had been renlis-
ing that. (Laughter.) That, however,
did not apply to the electors of Grey
Lynn.  [Applaunse.) He had received
snch appreciation from the electors of
Grey Tonn that he waz willing to serve
them and the Dominion so long as they
wanted him to do so, and so Tong ns he
felt he was able to properly perform the
services required. (Applause.)

Mr. Armstrone {secretary to the Kny-
vett Defence Committee) nrsked if Mr.



Fowlds would support the passing of a
apecial Act providing for a new trial for
Captain Kayvett.

Mr. Fowlds replied that if Mr. Arm-
strong would rend in the newspapers the
report of his speech he would see what he
(the speaker) was prepared fo do.
{Laughter.)

In reply to Mr T. L, Thompson, the
Minister said as soon as there wasg evi-
dence of need for further aceomme-
dation at the Richmond School the maik-
ter wonld recoive fovourable considera-
tion.

Mr, & SBayers ({ex-Mayor of Grey
Lynn) moved:—“That thia meeting ac-
cords a hearty vote of thanks to the Hon.
Geo., Fowlds (Minister of Education) for
his able address, and expresses its con-
tinued confidence in him as the represen-
tative of Grey Lyun, snd in the Covern-
ment of which he iz 0 member.”

Mr F. J. H. Ilisdon seconded the
motion,

The Hon. Dr. Findley, K.C, (Minister
for Justice nnd Attorney-General), being
asked by the chairmen to address
the meeting, snid he -would inter-
vene for only a few moments before
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the pronouncement of a benedickion on
what had beem a very successful ad-
dress, He had only just landed from the
Whangarei boat after a very calm pas-
snge, and he guessed, from what lie hae
just observed, that the Minister of
LEdueation had had an equaily easy pas-
sage. Mr Towlds, however, was at hLis
best when buffeting in o storm of nd-
verse cribiclsm. He was a typieal sailor,
but he had one fault—he was no trim-
mer. The Minister of Edueation would
sooner seil by the sters in the heavens
than by the loudest shonts from the
shore. (Applause.) The Hon. Dr. Fini
lny added further fributes ta the good
qualities of the Hon. Mr Fowlds, and
to his worlt as the head of the Tdu-
eation Department.

On heing put to the meeting the motion
waa carried, there being only two or
three dissentients,

After three cheers had been given for
him, Mr. Fowlds expressed his thanrks for
the enthusiastic expression of continued
confidence, and to ¥Mr. Hnyward for
gronting him the use of the Theatre. On
Lis motion the Chairman wos secorded o
vote of thanks for presiding.
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