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' MR. GEO. FOWLDS AT THE CITY HALL

SPBECH 70 AUCKLAND (ITY ELECTORS.

( From the Auckland Star, S’Ljﬁ[c-mbei" 30th, 1896. )

LasT evening Mr Ganrgé Fowlds addressed
a fairly large meeting io the Gity Hall on

political ~topies, in connecétion with his-

enndidature for the Auckinnd city seab in
tha: Houss of Representatives at the ap-
proaching “goneral wlection. Mr W, H.
Smith presided, nnd amongeb tha citizens
who ecenpind seats on the platform  wera
- the Rav. (. Burgess. Messrs E. Tramain,
B. N. Warner, A, Withy,
Tudehopes, Gregory, Higgins,  Cleghorn,
Meadatmos  Daidy . {Woman's  Polisical
League), Jordnn{Women's Liberal Langue);
Mr W, H. Lyon, and othare. : :
fhe Chairman, ~in intradiping  tho
apasler, said that he wns sorry the bhad

weather had prevented a larger attondance.
Ho époka warmly of Mr Fowlds’ socisl

qualities, and described him as an honeat,.

whole-souled, level-headed Seotchman., Mr
Fawlds hnd his beartiest eympabbies in his
candidature for the Auckinnd City seaf,
and he had the advantage of being the
first o tha field. e had no doubt
M¢ Fowlds would m=ake a invosrable
impression, and he hoped to see him " ro-
turned to the Houwse of Repressntabives,
Mr Fowlds came into the political arena as
an indepondent Liberalcandidate. He was
a man of aterling gualities, end the celony
neaded many such men. Mr Fowlda wasa
warm-hasirted and liberal-mindad man with
an earnpst desire to benefit the community.
Hea (Mr Smith) did net kknow what all Mr
Fowlds' political and social cpinions were,
but ae o Liberal; and almost a Badical os
wall, be had the preatest pleasurs in giving

Mitchelt, R.~

what haolp he cowld to thot geotleman's
candidubure.  (Applause). :
MR PFOWLDS ADDRESSE..

Mr Fowlde, who, on rising, was received
with applause, enid that some bime ago he
receivad a reuisition signed by 640 of the
ploctors asking him to become o candidate
for Parlinmentary honours, and in respanse
to that requisition he intimnted he was
willing ta do so.  With that in view he had
saled them to meat him thers that nipght
&0 that he might expiain the principles by
which he should be gnided if elected to the
poaition, - and  express his. opwmion  on
some - of those.  preat polikical . and
socinl- questiona - which were or: ought
to be agitating the public wind. Hs
regrotbad.  that the night. was . so
incloment, but he was thankinl so many
huc braved vhe elements to ecome out apd
hear him thet nicht  In looking around
the world te-day they saw & pgrent deal of
diecontent and unrest, Human socieby was
avar in o state of tranaition, Wherever there
waa lifa there was growth end wovement,
and to-day there wus more life in social
mabtera than perhaps thers had besu at
any previous etage in the world's hiwvory.
In the life of communities, as of in-
dividanle, thers cume times of crises, times
when it was pecessary to bave clenr
poiding principies. At these times they
loft the beaten treck to try frosh grounds;
as present society here and clsowhera was
showing signs of one of thosze times of crises,
and therefors it was all the mora nocos-
gary, it deciding what courss to take, that
they should go. baek snd trace their -
way from first principles, but he’
thoapht they ~would apgree with  him*



that at the present time  prin-
ciple in politics was largely at a dis-
gount, and therefors, as n natural result,
thinge wera in vary considerable confusion,

_ WHAT I8 LIBERALISM.
They found in this country the leaders

of both grent parties in tho House claiming

to be tha only true Liberals, withous ap-
parently having any very clear delinition in
their own minds of what they meant to
imply by the term * Libernlism,” und the
people throughout the coundry pgensrally
wers in a very uneettlad condition of
mind as bto what the Government ought
todo and what they ought not to do, Now he
thaught if thoy wonid shortiy taken look at
the orizin, devslopment und functions of
gevernment they might be able to urrive
at some clenrsr principles which would
guide them in deciding what the Govern-
ment ought to do and lesve undone. The
origin of the iden of government they faund
smongst primitive peoplea originated in
the family. Thers the hend of the family
held powers of life and death over the
members thereof, decided whab wos best
to- be doaein the interesbts of the whole,
and regulated the interests of its eevaral
perts; In & postoral  or nomadie - life
with a sparas populabion this condition waa
eminently eatisfastory, bus by-und-bye, s
those bravelling families began to comse
into contact. with other [amilies, as tha
population increased, n now condition
nrose ; they bogan to have intercourss with

these other families, and the relationships.

of one family to- wnother reguired fre-
quens sdjustment, and required a head and
contral authority to regulate them. These
families- juined in clans or communities,

and required a head directing,. controlling,:
and regulating the interest of the whole, :

This headahip was naturally ona acquired

by force, the conditions: being such that |

the requirements of the head wae one of a
controlling charactor, and the conditiona
which’ were bosh fitted for use in battle
wera the ones that were successful in
gecuring this headship, wight then being
the law of vight, Thes=e clans ar communi-
ties, as the developmoent preceeded, would
coms inbto conbach with: other clans and
pommunicies, end thero apgain fresh con-
ditions asrose which required a larger con-
trolling power, and hante - :

) THE IDEA OF 4 NATION |
avolved with ita head or king ruling by
force and administering justiea amongsb
she several clang, and hetween members of
the diflarenta clane, and, finally, aa the

iden of the nation becume elenrer, between | think that it wae sufficient condempntion

members of the same family. Aws it woa
fraquently the stress of battle which had
produced this condition of things, avolution
wos naturally of o militury type., Thia
continual condition of fighting involved
froquently the capture of slaves, who were
taken and kept to minister to the interests
of their captors, and hence originated the
itdea of rulars snd ruled, an tdea which, un-
fortunately, had continued very largely in
our own timeas, Hvsn now every one who
got invested with a little brisf suthority
felt cailed upon to lord it over hia fellows,
and the ilea wos still carrent in the minds
of a large claes in every commwunity thab
they alona ought to be entrusted with the
powere of law-making, Puarsuing this
evolutionary course, they reached ihe age of
industrial development, when a new aset of
conditions arose. Combinations sprung
up within the nation, men united
in trade associatione and formed pailda.
Then storted o process of social and
political education. Men began to disoues
the Righte of man and the idea of individual
and politieal equulity arcee.  Then they
found two opporing ideas developing side
by. side — Individualism demanding and
gegaring egunlity of puliticel richts and
privilegee, while Socialiem on the ather
hand was being rupidly adopted in the
government of the towns
Thia. latter was quite a  oatural and
necensnry  condition  with the . apgre-
pgation of population in large centres..

What would be right to peopla under

certnin conditions would, ander others with
an acoumulnted population, be entirely
wrong. Now, what he had been endeavour-
ing to show in this rapid sketch of the
avolution of Society and systems of govern-
ment was this, shat svery fresh etago in the
development neosesitated limisation of the
claime of the individual, and that this limica-
tion was for the purpoge of escuring to ali
full and free political and social liberty and
equality, aod also thot wlint mizht be vighs
for one man or for one family living in
each of the large islands of New Zealand

would be radically wrong and a serious

infringement of the rights and privileges
of his neighbour liviag, eay, in the city of
Aucleland,. " o
: i STODT'S LIBERALISN. .
Some time ago they had Sir Robert Stout
apeaking in that hall, and aume very clever
and peinfed thinga heroid, bub in the courre
of that addreea_he. referred to the Chartist
movement, and elsimed Lhak hers inthis

country they had nearly everything that -

the Chartists demanded, and seemed to

and - cities.-
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‘of eome of

‘tha Chartist demands.

the wmensurss which had
been passed and propesed in this country
to say that they were not included in
Thoy knew Sir
Robert - waa ona  of those’ men who
elnimed to be the only true Liberals,
and, thevelore, everything which did not

_meatl with his approval muat of neces-

vity be bad Liberalism. Now, i seemed
to him that to sugpest to the people
of this country, that baving eecured
free education, universal suffrage, short
P.rlinments, =~ psyment of membars
and np property gualiicstion, and vobing

by ballot, they should ask for nothing

more, or ta hint that those great and pood
men who fought sud disd in securing rome
ol thess reforms would, if they lived to-day,
ask for nothing more was to write them
down ne o pack of foola, (** Henr, hear.”)
Wit waa the use of educnting the people,
giving them s vote which they could
sxercise withont coercion, securing to them
ghort parliaments, paid membaera (so that
everyona of ability might represent hia
fellows), if they were nob to use those
powers when once they had besu sscursd ?
Was pop the demand for egual political
rights intended ‘sa 2 &tepping-stone to
socure equal social and oconomic righta !
{Applause.) The same spirit which ani-
mated tha Chartista of old in their ght for
Political Liberty and’ Political Justice
muet animate the poople to-day in
fighting for social liberty wsnd asccial
justice. (Applagse.,) If the laws nb thab
time were right, what, he ashed, would
be the sense in aeking for o change of
luwmakere 7 :
THE RNOLOSURE ACTS. .

They bhnd anly to read the history of
English lewmaking to renlise how far
thaeo Inws were {rom being just. Waa it
juet or right whes a parliament of
Innd ownars passed the infamans Hnelosure
Acts, and thus robbed the people of Eng-
land of millionsa upon mitlions of acres of
land, which had been their heritare, with-
ont ever once talking of compenaation?
Wae it right or just when s Parliament of
land owners by o majority of two throw off
their own shoulders the burden of taxation.
which constituted the conditions under
which they held their land from the Crown,
and placed it on the backs of the common
people by Excise and Customs duties T

 PRECEDENCE TOR A LAND TAX.

Thera aesmed to him to be so much
negiected knowledera of the evil contained

in the pasaing of thiose ncts, and the enor-
mity of the offence which thoee men did,

he would read a short extract from a sab-
loader which sppeared in tha Stan some
five or six years ago, This, he explained,
was in reply to a correspondent who had
written on tha question of taxing.

UNINPRGVED LAND VALUES,

The extract was ns followa:—** The
writer of this sentence ie evidently nou
anwara that until the time of Charles I, of
Enpland, the land of Britain provided the
national revenue required for ell  pur-
posea. 16 wus Charles I, who persuaded
his Parlisment to impose Customs and
Exciee duties. The debate which took
place 'in the House of Commons on the
imposition of thess dutive, proved that the
House was by no menns unanimous upon
thia - propused chnnge. of taxation, and,
after all, it wan decided on by a bare
muojority of two, Even many of the land-
ownare in the House were greatly vppoeed
to the change, saying that it wus distinetly
vthe land of a conntry that should provide
thn national revenue, and to tnke it out of
the pockets of tha wage-earner was a cruai
robbery. (Applenso,) Cromwell, who be-
come protector of the kingdom: after
Charles, did away with the Cnstoms
and Excise duties, and re-impozed the
jand tax, During this protectorate the
revenue from this eoures  averaged four
million annunlly, Charles IL.- re-impoked
tha Cusbome and Kxciap duties, and reduced
the land tax. Xdach Goverement of Eng-
lund since that time haa followed the per.
nicions example, and thue a present of the
eoil of England war made to its presenk pos-
sossora. Last yesr the land tax for the wholae
of Great Britain realised only £1,000,000,
whoreas had tha landowners of that coun.
try paid aceording to the Agt providing for
the tax, which hns never been repesled,
thay would have to stump up to the tune
of £36,000,000, This is surely a procedent
of n rather remarkoable charncter, The tax
derived from the land 1ia India ie
£22,000,000, and had it not been for the
arranpgement made with the Indian chiefs
by Lord Cornwsllis in 1796, whersby the
tuture rise in land values  went to them,
£88,000,000 would now be paid.”

A GOVERNMENT'S . FUNCTIONS.

" Now they were to eee if they could arrive
at'n clearer definition as te what wers the
true functions of Government, remember.
ing that the esme law bof Necessity,
which” had controlled and geided in the
past, wounld operate in the future; now,
what bad bean the casontial apirit of human
progress hitherta? It seemed to him to bave
been in the direction of eecuring to avery



individunl free and equal opporuunities of
living his own full lifo entrammeled and un-
eontrolled by his fellows, excapt where his

sctiona iofrings the like freedem and
eguality on their parts, therefors his
concoption of the fanctions of Go.
vernment was that it shoold aiaes

at  securing: to avery member of the

State full and equal freedom, froadom of

~shought, freodom of speech, freedom of
aetion, with fres and equal neeess to all the
natural opportunities of the enrth, (Ap-
plause,) In this view of the care Govern-
ment baeame more of a nogative than o
poeitive charnctar. [ts cornmands muat be
" Thou shalt non' rasher than: ** Thou
shalt do this or thrt.,” Its primorvy duty wes
20 seo that liberty did oot deuensrate into
licensa (spplause), that no “one in the
axarcise of hiz own liberty infringed the like
liberty of his neighbour. Indischargingthat
duty tha Government of the future muss do
many things which hnd nob been requisite
in the past, and with the industrinl da-
velopmoent. which lies. hefore us, the
Governmeot will of necessity be called
upon to take wp duties which are not
nacesaary even now. -The preatest menace
bo individual libarty to-day wne to be found

in the growth of monopolies, and thess, as |
time. procesds, must oither be abolished or !

taken over by the State and run in tho
interestz of sll the nsople. (Applsuse.)
Let them consider how: best those func-
tions could be dizcharged. In doing this,
he would first consider the machinery af the
Government, legislative propoeals,. and,
finally, the administration of the Govern-
ment, . -
. GOVERNMONT MAOHINERY, .

in considering the machinery of the
Government the first question waa that of
narty, or rather eabinet system of govern-
menti: The aystem seemed to ba pratby
wenarnlly condemned. - LKvarywhare thers

wag a growing opinion thut it had served
ita doy and genoration and must pass away !

inta the lumber room of forgatten things.
Party - government tailed to  ‘meebt the
formula of o true democracy. Tnstend of
being government of the people for the
peeple by the people,” it had - becoms
government of the people by the Premier
for the Fremier and a fow friends. {Ap-
plouse.}) © They required to reverze their
whole idea’ of government, Instead of the
Promier” boing thie centre of power and
anthoriby, it must ba the people who held
the power. (Applause.) Instend of she
government baing from the tep downwards,

autoeratic Seddon—and he wae and must be
autocrattc under the present system vnless
he mesnt to go bo the wall, [Applause.)
No man could succersfuily earry on povern-
ment undar the present syetem withont a
goad doal of esercivn, To hear some people
tulk, they would think shat Mr Seddon
had been the first Premier in Now Zed'nnd
whao had been dictutorinl with hia loliowers.
What about the hob-nail boots of Sir
Harry Atkinfon ? (Laoghterand appiauze,)
That  gentleman had  often 19 round
up his followers by threats of dissala-
tion., The fact wna that it wog noo -
tha man bub the system which was at fault,
(Applause,) They  wantsd a. complete
revarsal of the present system of govern-
ment., It should orfrinate from the bobtom
snd not from tho top.  The individual
should be the unit of Government, pas-
ning onwards through the warde or looal
boards, then to district conncils, and

finaily to the Parlinment, whoss nots, unlass

practieally unanimous, should come back to
the people for nssent by means of  the
relorendum before finnlly  becoming law.
Meuantimo, if thay shouid choors &0 olect
him he would sapport Major Steward’s pro-
posal for an elective Exacutive. (Applauee.)
He did not think that would be the last ward
oo the guestion, In thafature somasystem
ol committess mueb control departments of
Stote and supplant the presant individuat
gystam of management.  He need nos
dwell upon the adventagee to be derived
from the olockive Eiecntive, and would
content; himsolf with pointing out one ad-
vantpge. that every proposal would be
considered upon its merits, without refer.
ence to the standing of its proposer or
involving the fate of s Government. There
would bo much more likelibaod of getting
the will of bhe peopls expressad in the
logislation of the country, and the prévent.
ing the phssing of laws which kad not the
appraval of the peopla would be perhaps as
great & gain ne the cetting of those laws
pessad which hod | their approval {Ap.
S
o THE REFERENDUM. . | . .
TFollowing this reform and really pom.

“plementary of it would be the inatibution

ot the referendum and initintive, to secure
to the people na o whole the opportanity of
doclding more definitely than at presenbd
what they wanted and whot they. did nos
want. To him i5 seemed most abfurd to
hear Minieters asserting shat their mensures
had the approval of the country becauss
they happen %o have been mentioned

it must be from the hottom upwards, ' {Ap- | belote s enetal elaction. . He did not be-

plansa.} They henrd a good deat about the !

lieve that a sinple eandidate. ab the coming




election would get elacted - without gatting
the votes of many who disagreed entirely
with him on many peinte of bis programme;
ho certainly should vob feel that all those
who voted for him. endorsed everything
that he believed, and hold, therefors, that
the present was a very crude and imperfect
form of gesting the mind of the people ex-
preseed, and shonld be supplemented by
the addition of the referendum - and
Cinitiative, . .. R : -

THE LEOISLATIVE (OUNCIL.

The next machinery peint he wished so
touch on waa the question of o second
Chamber, and here ngain wehad an effete
survival of medievsl times, with a few
modorn vicos added ; what an absurdity to
have an irresponsible nominsted house to
vhwary the will of the peopls, and she
only mesne of bringing it into toueh being
for.the (Government of the duy to send a
faw more memhers thote to  becomse
fonailised; ~ If they must bave a second
Chamber *dnything " at all on the lines
of the present House, leb it ba elected,
(Applauee, ) - What hie shonld like to see
would be' an’ ndvisory Council of ex-

poerts withont' the power td vebo a mea. !

sure that had been sent up by the repre-
sontntives of the people. {Applavse). They
miglit, perhaps, be invested with the power
of saying whether nny partionlar meazure
wuet be referred to the people for nisent
before becoming law.  This Council would
examing ‘every proposal before it became
law, giving clear and convineing rensons for
gvery - objeetion “ruised. Such’ a Couneil
might wel! bacoma the New Zenland Legion
of Honaour, election to which would ba n
highly prized rewnrd for eminont eervices
vandered o the Stute in all ita branches,
being composéd of elergymen, decturs, law-
yera, capbaine of ludustry or cumineres,

SYSTEM OF BELECTION.

" With regard to the aystem of election of
members of the Houase of Representabives,
they were supposed to have one man and
one woman one iote, but in the [arza
ventres they hed one man three vates.
This was entirely wrong, and ought te be
remedied as soon a3 possible, . They must
either have single electorstes or adopt some
modifieation of the Hars system. The
latber might eliminate some of the parochini
charaoter from politics, but against that
they: wonld losa &the pereonal: contact
between the poople and their representa-
tives.. . Of one thing he was convincad, and
that-was that the sooner they divorced the

construction of roads and. bridgea from the °

eolonin] Legialature, the sooner they would
got sound: legialation and honest adminia-
tration. {Applause,} : :
o " LOCAL GOVERSMENT.

This brought him to the guestion of local
government, which wae oon of the most
important guestions the next Government
would have to denl with, and if they
suceeed 1n reducing it to simplicity and
securing sfficiency vhey wourld have done a
worl which ‘would entitle bhem to the re-
gpoct und esbeem of the community for all
time. But ha did oot expsct the millen-
nium all at once, or in one session of
Parliament, and. so they must bha con-
tenu to move slowly, but bo sure they
moved on sound lines. Befors, how-
ever, thevy gofi, an  idesl satate  of
governmaent where the people should
really, povern, they would want to
raverze their whole conception of govern-
ment, and_instend of the Premiesr for the
time being, and those who with him con-
stitubad whab they called the Governmeus,
being the centra of power and authority
feeuing their conmands which tha aovereign
peopls had tocbey, the people, tha citizens,
would iesne their commends, and the Go-
vernment shoaid have to obey.. On thos=a
lines they mush attemps to reform their
systam of loeal government. He believed in
the wards or loeal boards which ehould be
the first political uwnis for all purpoees of
povernment, being small; to secure a close
perecnal contact between the loeal electors
and their repressntatives; To theas wnrd
commitsess or local bosrds he would give
perfeat antonomy in all purely locul affairs,
with a free and simple method of amalga-
mation with- other words or locni boarda
for special and joinb enterprices: i

UNIFICATION OF LOUAL BODIES. ...

They often henrd of the multiplicicy of
loeal: authorities—echool commitiees, road
boards, couuty councils,. charitable aid
boards, and so forth.. He had had a little
exporianee of the working of some of these
boatds, and he did not hesitate to say thab
grenter. elficiency and secnomy. could be
abtained. by a unification of thoze. local
authorities. Moreover—whut o him. was
very imporbant—greater interset would be
taken in theee bodies, and publin apirit
would be developed. In the townz the
evolution of local povernmant was naturally
more completa  than in the: country dia-
tricts:: Bat he. would like to ses much
more: organic life: in the wards than
there. wns at . present,: and 1p course
of time he hoped to' see: larzer . and
larger: affiliationa of chese: ward -unite’



for district works, until at last the
National Governmenfi wouid rimply control
thoee things which were of a nntional or
interprovincinl character, such &a the
railways, Gthe telegpraphs, postal and
marine eervices, The Nationnl Legis-
latura would then be in a much better
position to register the wishes of &he
peopie as they came to them, carefully
considered and commended by tha ward
committees, through the districf councile.
He wonld give to the local bodies com-
plete sslf-government in all pursly local

mabters.,. Hea  wonld - also pive them
more freedom to regulate their own
cenetitutions and  meathods - of * trans-

seting - business,  Instead of laying ib
down that they ehould consist of so many
wmembers, and meeb at certain epecified
vimes, and when once elected, should con-
tinue  in office for -one or two years, he
would allow each place to decide for itaelf,
and the best ayetem was sura to be finelly
adopted, Heconsiderad thisaveryimportant
point in evolving the beat system of foeal
govarnment, to give free play to natursl
salpction, - Ona of the main reasons, to his
mind, why the organisation of governmant

genarally “was go-iar behind the organisn- |

tion of industry and commerce, was the

want of " this freedom of ‘action. ({Ap-

plavee.} - R
: A LOUAL EXAMPLE,

He would illustrate what he meent by
the freedom which he would give to thoee
loeal bediss to unite for special purposes
whilat retaining their autonomy for local
purposes.  They had close to Auckland
four loeal bodies ndjoining near a common
eentra. He meant Arch Hill, Eden Ter.
race, Mount Albert end Paint Chaevalier,
Running through those districts thers was
a large guily, which carried the driinage of
a good park of esch distriet, and the proper
enclosing of ‘which would be a benefit to
them egll; - It was his firm conviction that
somathing would be done to that pestilen-
bial fever bed if shey had more freedom of
action in dealing with joint interests.” Of
couras, it wonld be urged that the finaneial
adjustmend was the' greatest difficalty at
present, and that would be in no way im-
proved by the change indicated. He would
deal with the financial question later on.

_ 7 waATER SUPPLY. _
"The speaker noted auosher illustration
of the larpar district unions to which he

hsd referred, with regard to Aweklond and
surrounding local anthorities, in the matters

of water supply, lighting and street luco- !
With regard to each of these the ' would nssert that such granta had not been

motion.

s

present position wes very unsatisfactory.
They wounld very soon be compelled to go
Further nfield for their water supply. and
in this matter ail the surronnding districts
ehould be united, sharing nlike the burden
of the firat cost, and fabure profits.. With
such an arranpgement they could po in for
# gravitation enpply, sufficient for the great
expansion which lay before them, and
without unduoly toxing sheir. present re-
rources. The financinl adjuetment of thie
and other items of local government he
purpeosed trenbking separately.

ELECTRIC TRAMWAYE.

The same arrangements which would be
bensficial in a water supply schems would
apply to the queationa of lighting dnd run-
ning the tramways. It eeemad to him
most abeard that a largs ity lika Auckland
should at tho cloee of the 13th eentury be
dependent on a privata monopoly for its
lighting, and should be debating and just
on the point of handing over its tramways
for 30 years to a foreign wyndieats, Thess
branches of the pablic servica had been de-
valoped so far in other countriea as to be
altopether beyond the experimental atage.
Did they suppoee for u moment that n body
of ‘capitaliste would undértake s work of
this kind without a pretfy strong certainty
of making money out of it? It waa not
philanthropy for the city which animnbed
those men, and what was possibla and
reasonsbly certnin tor them, was possible
for the community and ought wo ba in the
hands’ of the community. “{Applause.)
What would they suppose or expect to ke
the firet effect. of the starting of a hizhclase
olaetrie stresb car sysbom?  Why, a large
increase in land veloes, and in the bands of
the city that increase, creatad by their
expenditure, should ba eollected by them
and credited to the cost of tramway con-
gtruction. He madae an emphatic protert
against tho handing over of this monopoly
ro a foreign syndicate, eapscially in view of
the coming large increasa of  population
and a ecorresponding increasa in the value
of the street tram rystem. (Applause.

GRA¥TS FOR FAHTY PURPOSES.

One more point he wished: to emphasiea
in conmection with loeal governmant wae
that afll moneys for purely local works
should be raisad and expended by the logal
authoritiee, He could  not too. atrongly
condemn the practics, which was inerearing,
of moking prants from the Colonial Tree-
gury. for distriet works. Ib was open to
grave abussee, and leads to groes extrava-
zance, . He would be a very. bold man whao:




made frequently for party purposes, in
other worde for gorraption and bribery,
and ss such had tended to demoraliss the
country. Bribary oot of 8 man’s private
pocket was bad, and not Jong ago they
honrd the - present Premier denounce the
National Assgciation for bribing the people
of the pountry with free literature, but to

“usa the nation'a funds for this purpoes was

immeasureably worse. He did not blame
any party in the Htate for: this more than
anobher; it wos the eystem which wasat
fauly, Lf it was desmed advisable to assiat
in any way, it should be done by means of
the Loana to Local Bodies Aes, and if
nezsssery bhe re-payment of those lonne
could be made sarier.. This would not only
prevent partiality, but secure local responsi-
bility for sll works undertaken. .

© REVENUIS OF LOUAL HBODIES.

The revenuss of thess local bodies
gpemed to. him the crux of the whole
guestion,.  He believed that the ad-

ministration of local Government was,
taken ns a whole, fnirly effective, though
expensgive, and he would wot favour the
crontion of larper districte, except for
apecifie purposes and disbrict worke,
8o many boards, the coliection of their own
spsessmanta; was nantorally expensive—ths
road boards on an average spant 20 per
cent. of their income in administration.
Ha thought, with some experience of tha
work, that 15 per cent. of thiez could he
saverl if the boarda were relieved from the
collection.  OFf course, he did not mean
thas it cost thia amount for collection, but
with that out of the way a pood deal of
honorary  work would be done. For
example, the secretary of a school com-
mitten was never paid in the. country, and
people would be found willing to do tha
elerical work of o toad board in the same
way, if the arduous duty of collecting the
rates were not attached to the secretary-
ship,  How was thia to be done ?.

" RATING OF UNINPROVED VALOES.

It peemed to be eimplicity itself, sinca
Parliament had - passed
Unimproved: Values . Bill- largely in
responea to- the demands of the local
authorities, He considered this the mosi
beneficial - pieca of lepialation which the
present Parliament :had passed, both for
the pities and the country districts, If all
the local authorities throughout the colony
would adapt that Act, the whole of their
revenues could be collected by the general
Government, alonp with the present land
tax, with almnet no- additional cost:. The
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the Rating on |

present exemptions unider the land tax
would first reguira to be abolished, and
that point-he purposed dealing with under
the hoad of genersl taxation..

STMPEIFICATION OF LODAL GOVERNMENT.

Were this system of taxation gencrally
adopted a pgreat simplification of local
gpovernment would at once take place.
They would see how much mors
engily the financial adjustment of joint
works bstween. the several boards could
then be aeffected. . The. construction of the
large sewor betwesn the Arch Hill and
other dietricte would very larpely increase
the valae of adjacent lande, and the
saveral local nuthorities, levying the rates
on that increased valuation, would receive
from the lands benefited the cest of the
works which had producel the benelfit,
and the allocation of the whare of
gach diebriet would be a compnars-
tively easy matter.’ The relative in-
ecrepse  in  the . value of adjacent
land would be A praetty ralinble guide,
Now, this identical principle would apply
in the same woy to the larger distriet
uniong he referred te, for the purpose of
procoring & water supply, lighting, or
ronning tramways. He hod deslt thus
fully with the question of loenl government,
as a reform . of the machinery of govern-
ment, bacouse ke considered it of the
utmost importance, not only for whas it
could accomplish in the several localitiss,
but beesuee he wae of opinion that o proper
solution of this . gquestion would aflect
beneficially the whola tone and charscter
of our coloninl government and legislation,
They would observe that In dealing with
the machinery of government, “and

“eapeeinlly with local povernment, he had

endeavoured to keep steadily in view the
pervading spirit which he thought he
cought from the “hietorical evolution of
sociaty, reserving to these political unife
the same rights nnd the same condikions
u ho claimed for the individual; the:
was freedom to do as ha pleased aa long ae
he did not infringe the like fresdem and
libertios of others. The same principle
and formnla applied to communities, He
thought, along this line, they counld put
our system of local povernment on a
very mach better footing than at present.
. LEGISLATIVE PROTQSALS. . . -
Now, kkeeping this thought stiil in view,
let them turn their attention to soma. ot
the legislative propoeals which had been
from time to btime before the country
(hear, hear}), but here they would find
that eaciety had wandered so woefully



away from fivst principle thab it would
ba almost impossible to apply that. prin-
ciple beeause of the conditions Into. which
they had drifted. . It wounld be necessary to
apply pollistives until they counld get
conditicns whera s vadieal remedy could
ba applied. Lot him illustrate what
he meant by thess palliatives, for cenditions
heing out of order. Supposing,for example,
oone -of our most able medical men won
going into the country for a holiday with &
friend, and the frisnd met- with o serions
necident, say got his legr badly smashed, so
badly indeed thab the skilful and practised
eye ‘of the physiciun: told him the only
thing to enve his friend’s life was to haove
the ‘injared limb amputoted a8 e=oob as
possible, bak he: had not the necessary in-
atruments to do this; in other worda the
conditions wera not suitable. Would the
doctor say to his friend, *' Old man you
want that limb amputated, that is the only
thing which enn suve your life, and that is
not possible hers, thereiore thera is nothing
laft but for you be prepare to die ¥ No, he
would adopt some palliative, bind op the
injured limb as best “ha could, tako his
friend on hiz bock, and make fer the
nenrest place where the amputation could
rake place. And that was what they mustk
do with the body polisic.” Now he wantad
them to keep that clearly in mind, bacauee
ha should ba compelled to approve of soma
proposals as palliatives, which he con-
sidered - guite incapable of eoffacting’ a
radical cure: s v

R TAXATION:

And first amongsb the proposed reformsa
he meant to desl with was the guestion of
taxntion,  The fieesl guestion was being
increasingly rocognised as of the dbmost
importance, and here ab the onteet they
found » damaged limb which reguired am-
pubasion, bueany atbempt to perform the
operation would result in the death of the
operator. The people of this country had
becomé so infatunrted wich the febish of pro-
taction, that to doubt ite divine virkuea was
to ba'guilty in the eyss of many of some-
thing akio to blasphemy, still he hoped the
example of New South Wales baving re-
turped from her wallowing in the mire, and
the beneficial results which wera aven now
acgruing from the change, would lead our
own peopla to see that they are nob such a
dangerous und desperate lov of baings
as - to. need.. protection  from doing
that which « they desiré ta. da, .- But
in dealing. with the question.: of taxa-
tion, - thers is. coneidersbla .scope for
improvement and change, without bouch-
ing the principle of pratection, and as he
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still derired to live he should deal with ib
for the present within those limits.. There
was the monsttous- breakfass-teble duties,
and the atill mora {niguitous duty on kero-
wong, the latber of which would indicate
that we desired bthe -poor country settlers
to live in darkness, in care bthey should tnka
to o sbudy of economice, and find out where
their shoes pinched them. 1t was one of
the most iniquitous tnxes he knew of, and
ong which ba thoopht should ba the very
firat to be abolished,, . s

THE TRUE PRINGIFLES OF TAXATION,

A great deal haz been said and written
ahout the true ‘principles of taxation,
Many years' ngo, Adam Smith laid down
gerkain cononsa of taxation, which eontained
o good deal of philosophie and economie-
truth, but thees had never received very
much attention, principally, he thought, be-
enuee they did not suil tha constitutions of
those who in the. past had- eontrolled the
levying of texation.” More racently a fresh
doctrine had been enunciated, viz. : **That
taxation. should be impessd aceording to
the ability to pay ;" this is what Mr Vaile
waould. eall = ** eharging’ according  to

“what she traffic wounld bear,” and oo first

biush reemed to have a gond deal to com-
mond ib, and if it -could - be rigorously eao-
foreed 'would be a great improvement on
the present’ aystem, - but even that wouald
violate sound principles, and in many coses
operate -unjustly.-  He supposed: a- case
where two men sbarted with [fairly egual
oppartunities ; the one was sober nnd in-
dustrious, - the other s drunkard: and a
loafer. By and bye the eober and indue-
triovu: mon could bear a great deal more
taxation than the other, bat:would it be
just or right that he should be compelled to
do so? - He thought noti Hia iden’ of
an ethically just system of taxabion was
this, that: everyone ehould pay in propor-
tion to the benefit he received. {Applanse.)
And bhen they might ask the guestion,
what should be taxed so as to secure that
result? Well, ho knew of only two things
which could be. taxed, viz., labour and
privilege, and. 85 tho privilege fund waos
pxtracted from the people in any case, thatb,
io his opinion, wae the only true source of
taxatinn., In this country, about £270,000
per anpum. was. collected - by n - tnx
on Iand valuss, which. was in reality
n btax . on  privilege,. and. - the : only
one . - which. the. . general .. government
levied. The - loenl” bodies. . derived
goma of their: revenues from this source,
such ns public house and other licenses,
pae nnd. trgmway servieces. . . The demand
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has gone forth for u long time in Great |
Britnin tor a frea hreakfast table, and that |
wag what he thonght they should aim at |

hare, for various reasons,

‘Fhe incidencs of !

Custom duties, and especially the duty on :
such things ne ton: snd sugar, wag 8o atro. |
i Huaving told them where he would pet the

cigus, that he never censed wondering thar
& civilised nation, making any profession of
honesty or mornlity, should allow them 1o
continus for o davy.

It meant that p man |

bringing up a family on 30s per woak would |
eoneune noarly me much. tea and sugar as |

a man with £30 per weak, and would, thers-
fore, poy as much to. the revenus of the
country, and in roality these thinge had
become part of the necessaries of life. In
nddition to the unfairpess of tha incidsuce
of raising  the revenue .in. this way, it
violoted every eound canon of taxation as
loid down by the economists. It was ox-
.pengive of collection. It teok mors out of

the pockets of the people than the Govern-

ment receivad, ag the wholesale und retuit :

profite. had to bae. added. Ha. heliaved
is. was under the mark to say that
for eveory pound the Government raceived
from Customa duties, the netual consnmer
pald 30s,  Therefore, hiz practical propoaal
on the guestion of Laxation was that a
penny in the £ should be added to the pre-
sgut tax on land values, and the amount go
raized be applied to the abolition of the
daty on kerosense, the reduction of the
broakfust table duties, and purt in provid-
ing an old nge peneinn fund, and, as this
disposition of it would benefis

pose to-abalish all the present exomptions,

which constituted it move or less a class bax |

ot present. . This tax on land. . values
conld be collected  withont any. extra
goab, 2d in bthe £ could be oollectad as
chesply ae 1d.  It-sll went into the coffers
of the Government, and was in reality not a
tax av all, but simply a collecting of part
of the nnearned increment whick every
sano peraon admitted attached to lund,
especially in the cities or whare population
was dense, * Tho presenti land tax bronght
in nbout £270,000, of which £70,000 gume
from tho graduated pars of the bax, Thae
proposed ndditionsl 1d  would mnot be
graduated, but by abolishing all exemptione
it wounld wvproduce about the
amounk, £160,000 = of  tha
would”  he required  for’

age ' pension fund,
£110.000 would auffice to nbolish the duty
on keroseus, and consideranbly reduce the
duties on ten atid sipar. This remission of
Customs duriés would be'nn immenaa relief
to industry in avery form, and with the

the ™

Y

1 overy |
member of the eommunity, he woald pro- :

sama :
amount |
ohd |
and she  balanege of |

duty on kerosene included would especiully
ralieve the small farmere, and he doubted
not would pave. the way for further inatal-
ments of privilege taxation, until trade and
industry would ba entirely freed from she
present robber retes and taxes. {Applouse.)

monay from for an old age pension fund,
ha would now tell thew how he would
disburse ik, and here be would state
that the fipures from which he worked
had been. supplied. by the Christchurch
Progressiva. Liberal Asecciation, an Asso-
ciation- which had given a very exkensive
study to the whole guestion, and whoss
fizures might be token as fairly accarnte.
‘I'ne number of peoplain tha colony over
66 yeurs of agre was 15,000, 12,000 of whom
had baen 2C yenrs in the colony, and shat
wue the qualification which he would sup-
port a8 endivling anyone bo a peunsion.
‘Fhey should  provide bthab every. person
whoe bad been. that fima in the country
would receive such a pension whether rich
or poor. - (Applaues.) Any other echeme
would be to bring in another pernicious
system of charitablg aid, He coneidered
the House was quite right in resisting any
aghema. that  necessitaterd poverty ns a
gualification. for a pension. (Applause.)
He would thersiore propose that every per-
son over OB years of age who hod rasided
20 yeurs in the colony, should be entitled
to a peneion of Gs per week. It was nob
nn exteavagank sum, bub it was us much ag
she eolony waould -cure to fice né prosent,
nond might perhaps be incrensed lator en,
Bmall a3 the sum was, - it would assuape
an immense amonnt of distress. and
miaery and secure a result worth twice
the ecoet entailed. To pay that pen.
sion would take £163,000 per annum, bat
it would save from £40,000 te £50,000
gt . presant paid. ench year under the

existing  charitable  aid  system. . (A
voice = ‘Y Oh 7} Wall, that was
the sum estimated by tha Christehurch
VPropressiva Libernl Association. | The

amount thus saved and Ffutura additioos
could then be devoted. to atill farther
augmentinyg the Old Age Pension Fund
in the direction of encouraping a spirit of
thrift in the people. It sheuld take the
form of an annuity system purchased hy
the savings of tha peeple, and wight be in
the form af a subsidy ef £ per £ paid by
the Qovernment.  This . might ba worked
through the existing friendly aocisties at
very Hibtle expanse, without - crenting
inother Gavernment department. In any
cuse it was necessary &hat bhey ehould
do somathing in the direction. of re;



forming their preeent - charitable aid
aystem, which was sapping tha manhood
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snd womanhood of the colony. He con-

sidered - that the prasent system was
daily adding to the clase of aturdy beggare.
He had no sympathy with those whe would
not work, but had every sympathy with
thoee who wera able and willing to work
and could not get worlk to do. (Applausse.)
Public sympathy was, however, baing im-
posed wpon by people who were guite able
to work bub who would not.
ahirdy beggars existed by theindiscriminnte
givine of charity. If the old age pension
system waa ndopted it would be ensier to
deal with thesa sturdy bepgors, and therae
would atill be ample scope for the axercise
of privata banevolenca in nbtending to the
pressing wuota of deserving neighbuare,
{Applause.} He had always ndvocated the
getablishment of municipal farma, and it
had  been shown by the Salvation Army
that thesa, like their Prison Gate Brigade
bomgs, could be made eelf-supporting.
Similar institutions should aleo be atarted
far the women of the colony, but of course
in an employment suited to their sex,
though to do the women justice he did
not think they were so inclined to sponge
on society as some of the men : were,
{Applouse.) - This matter of eharitnble aid
waa o pressing guestion, and unlesa it was

reformred they must reap a terrible barvéeb ;

by and hy. {Applaoee,) R
' TEMPERANCE REFORM, -

The great temperance reform guosbion
followed' euitably wpon thie problem of
-charitable aid. Many people believed that
if they could but abolish sleohelic drink
from tha Jund, much of tha poverty would
ag o natural consequence dissppear with
it. {Applause.) No one wounid deny that
2 groat amount of poverty and undeserved
mieery originated from the drinking habits
of the people, and if thiz could be
abolished they would be enshled to lift
thorn on  to a higher plane; Ha
might say ab once that this movement
to raise humanity ' had hia  cordial
-sapport and approvals  {(Applavee.; The
progresz mada duving the past few years in
this direction made the need for legisia-
‘tion less preseing, The work thnt Iny
before them wae rather educational than
logislative.  Still. there wers, however,

a fow snomnlies that required vectification.

Wirst of otl thera was the question of the
bara majority as apainst one of three-

fifthe. He did not like to po from the
liberal principle of government by the
majority. Ay  the same’ time,

This ¢lase of

thought that if the  three . fifths
majority waes ~ used  there was less
likelihood of the vote taksn at one
election being reversed at  the mext

They tound a eimilar principle working
well in joinb stock companice, where cer:
tain motions frequently required more thau
n hare majority to eecure their being
poesed, It wos therefors possible thut the
three-fifths majority might be retnined with
pdventagé. He believed the adoption’ of
commorcinl methods in the mapnsgement of
Government aflnirs would ba an improve-
ment, - He had found -that many temper-
ance’ peopla” thought the three - filths
majority - wae the best system for the
raueon he had already stated. On that
queation he was prepared to act in accor-
danes with what ‘seemsd  to be tha
clearly expressed wishes of the people.
{Applavee,)- In connection = with  (his
guestion, there were aleo other matters
that required: nmendment, © The demand
for the inclusion of ¢lobs in the lacal option
vote waa & reasonablo one, and would have
hie snpport if he ware elected.” (Applausa.)
He did not'see why » ploee being a privats
club should exelude it from tha local option
vote: He remembered when he was living
on the diamond: fielda in South Africe 'some
cute fellows dircovered that the Colonial
Secretary wns bound to issue a club licenee
if asked for by some 20 or 25 perzons, dnd
they bepan organieing clube for bhe natives,
Soon avery third or fourth houee wee 8
club, and the whole place r pandemonium.
The Sunday-achools had to be closed, and
it wne unsafe for ladies and children to be
about, and life penarnlly wans not worth
many days’ purchase until the Cape Parlis.
ment met and repealed the Agt. So he bad
avery sympathy with the tamperance party

on-this point.  {Applaoes.} o

TUE WOMEN'S FRANGHISE.

The temperance guestion wns snpposed
to have a epecial interest for the women,
aod * certainly they and the innocent
children hive to beer o lnrge portion of the
undeserved misery which it enteils, TFol-
lowing therefore the temperance, it was
natural that he should speak of the groat
woman's guestion. In this country the
women have got a long wuy shead of their
sisters in many parts of tha world, butb
much yob remnined to ba done to secure to
them political, * socinl, and  economire
squnlity with their  brothers. Having
sacorved the franchiee, no good reason
had been shown why tlhey shonld be
denied reprasentative rights (appliavea),

ha i and beé should support thut, though ha did
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not expect to see the privilege largely
taken advantagae of. (Applouse.) 1f only
one womsn deeired (o exercise her fuil
righta uf citizenship,. and. the electors
thooght her s fit and proper. person. to
represent them in Parlinmeut, ho did not
gso why she should be debarred oo nceount
of her rex,. Many. eaid ** What do women
know nbout politice?? and the same ques-
sion. might be naked about a gvent many
men, but he waa glad. to see. the activity
of  women in endepvouring to maks
shemeoalves nequainted with the righta and
wronga of political questions. {Applause.)
§till. they could wvot, be surpriced if the
women wera not yet Inlly educated in
political mattore, especially if they con-
sidered same of the results of the actions of
the male voters, who huod possessed the
franchise go long.. {Applause.} . Ha woald
ltka to suggest & short platform of three
pianke which the women, ns. a whols,
shounld aim at recuring by the exercize of
their political rights, The firat ia to see
that only men of good moral character and
sober habita pet elected to represent them.
The second, to secura the amendment of
gvery law which deniee them equal civil
rights with men ; and the third, te recure
equal pay for aqusl servica in uli depart.

¥ menta of the State. {Applause.). That was,

he thnught, a pood ghting pletform, and ita
attainment, would be s boon to the women

. themsslves and b:leasging to the State.

NATIONAL DEFENOH. &

This he coneidered o vary hig queation..

Ha waa not by any means a bellicose man,

and believed the warlike spirit of past ages

had reborded tho- deveiopment. of man to a
higher plane; still he did not believe in
going with an umbesila :to bght & man whe
had eoms, artned with o rifle. . Some time
nzo he advooated the formakion of rifie clube,

and with a little encouragemant from the Go- -

vernment they would have been a success,

but his inquiries then had revesled to him a.

deplorabla state. of affaive in thia colony,
and one that was abeolutely dungerous, the
outlook being o retiona one when they con-
ridered how near this colony was to New
Caledonin, In. the event.of a war with
France, a irood many thousands of the big-
pest. cubshroata in the world. conld be

landed on our shores in o few days, snd to:
meet. them they had under 5,000 Marbini:

Henry. rifles, and.aboot 30,000 of the oid
Sniders, bub there wus no. ammunition
for the.latter, and it was doubtful if they
had enough skilled men to use the former.
Ha was told. by the voluntears that good
shnoking was nt o [ow. ebb in this colony.
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Any attack on Now Zsaland would be made
by smsll forces, and, with an efficient body
of - volunteers, and rifle ciube. whore
members were . abie to ahoot like- the
Buorghers of tha Transvaal, they zhould he
able to keep themselves lree from in-
vaders, )
i © T LABOUR MEASURES.

Wich respect to Lhe large cluss of legisln-
tion known as Labour Bills; they must
exercisa o good. deal of caution, and see
that they did. not areala greater avifs than
those they tried to care. He believed bhat
with proper conditions labour reguired no
special legielation, bub unfortunately they
did nob possoss those proper conditions and
Lhey: muet apply special palliatives to
tha apecial evile which existed. Several of
these Bills, such, for example, as the Fuctory
Acte and the SBhop Hours Bill, wara work-
ing without friction, where the administra-
tion of them wos in. the hands of careful
and competent men liko the loral inspector
Mr Fargueon. As for the the Eight Houra
Bill, if this were passed, makiog eight houre
a statutory day's work in all: traces, with
tima and. a bnlf for: overtime,. it. would
opserate all. right in tha organised trades,
but in maoy branches of labour the rate of
pay would simply be fxed in accordance
with the new conditiony of labour. That
might, however, ba got over by fixing &
minimaem rate of pany:for all evertime, either
for adults or minors, ‘The Arbitration and
Conciliation Bill which had- been passed,
might do much in the fubare in the way of
preventing  indusbrial wars.. As- for the
Masters' and Apprentices Bill, thora were
some pglarving anomaliss in the mensure,
and it would: require - greab camre to
frame it eo that it would not do harm.
1t waa very sericus to shut oub from’ the
poesibility- of learning a trade boys and
girls grawing up. It would require radical
amendment bofore the Bill could eafely
bs passed. With regard. to all' these
mensures ha would: be guided: by the
principles he had alresdy laid down, and
judge avery proposal by the neceesity of-
the sireumstances, treating evary enee with
dua regard: to the rights of individual"
liberty: e R - :

STATE FIRE INSURANCH.

In the future, no doubt, State fire assur..
ance. could be carried into effeer, but ab
presenkt there wera more. pressing reformas,
and it could woll wait.. Ha wae a believer in
local option in all things, and if & Bill wera .
sver drafted Lo give local bodies powar to
introduce the principls of State fire insur- -
nnee in any partignlar district, ib wouald, he



considerad, ba a good thing to give it a
trial, 1t would be an experiment, anyhow,
and could do no harm, and the culuny
generally would be a gainer by the BIpBl‘l-
enco of the district in question.

LANDS FOR SETTLEMENT,

He laid etress on the importance and
urgency of nof selliog any more Crown
lands, nnd ha said he could not suppors the
Ennds for Settlement Bill, The practice
of the: Government buying up larpe im-
proved’ estntes  in various parts of the
ieland; then sslling them, wan a pernicious
ane, - As for the Loans to Sottlera Act it
wag uswise,. to eay the least, to borrow
monaoy to lend fo farmers or anyone elas,
bub it was the resuls he chisfly objectoed to.
Hvery addition to the amount of capital
invested in land values tended to enhanca
ita eapital value, and if this measure had
seceesded in raducing the rate of intsreat,
that alao incremzed land values, and mads

it more difficalt for the landless worker to-

geti n piece of land aither for agrieultural
or rasidential purposes, -But the rate. of
intoreat beinp lower . in Australin without
such a measure than it waa here, disproved
the assertion that- it hnd lnwored tha
intareat charge, - -

CONCLUSION.

In his concluding remarks Mr TFowlds
raid thab administration must be just and
pure, and without regard to politicsl
eolour,

that having once passed the civil service
examinations, . priority . of application
shonld aseure priority of appeintment. . Ha
refarred to the banking inguiry now pro.
enading, which he eaid wae n huge mistale
for the country. . If someone’s name. hud
been blackened it was no gain, and it had
been the means. of bringing ot o very un-
worthy propoeal in the direction of reveal-
ing the contents of private papers in
connection . with tha Baok's. burinees,
a. proposal which if it had been given
effect to would. have been a violation of
all the rules of private confidence and of
hoopur. . It was monstroua to propose Ghat
privata papers should bs thus examined.
Fianlly, Mr Towlda said that he was
perfectly willing to leavs himself in
the handzs of  the - alectorw: ' If they
thoughb he could effectnally werve chem in
Parlinment they would no douht elect him,
and if not he rhould probably be inas good
n financial position at the end of next yenr s
it they had, and his wife and family would
cortainly command . their decision. Ha
reiterntod - whab : e enid- when he firet

Favouritism in the public service
he denounced as weong, and he ponsiderad
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receivad the regunisition %o stand, theb his
opinions on political questions had- not
been picked up from the man in the
atrest,- and while he rould not say that
they were unalterable, lika tho lawe of the
Medes- and Pereiang, it would be more

light roather  than the exigencies of o

political contest that would compel him o
aiter them.  Hae would like those whe
would sapport him to rally rousnd bim;
and-
intend to spend money in - paid - canvae-
sing, - If he should enter Parliamont,
he intended tu take as his motto the
roldenr tule, **Dao- unto others - ae
yo would they should do uante you.”
He would rupport this or any Government
in 8o far as their policy coincided with the
naliey he had. laid down, bub he belisved
the true policy for the futura wauas grandly
stated in- the - worde - of Dr.. Norman
MeLeod i R : i

‘“Trust no party, side or fuction,

Trust no leader in the fight

Bui in avery word and action,

Trust in God and do the mght.

(Prokongad applnuse )]
QUES fION S

Mr Fowlds then answerad & number nf" i

questions put’ by members of the audienee;
He enid he would be in favour of bringing
the hotald under the provisions of the Shop
Hours Act. - He

becanuse they paid the rates in the renta
He was in favour of the single tax as o
pringiple, and had indicabted in his nddrese
the extent he was prepared to go in o pro-
sent application of the principle.
support & measure for the abolition of grand
juries, as he bslieved they wore ornamental
without being uasful,  He did not think

there should.be a: law te prevent shop-

keopars from' haoping wp goods in -the

streat nuteide their doors {lawghter), a& hs -

thonght auch a practice was *“u boon and
a blesaing to men.” (Lpnzhterl. In reply
to Mr W, G, Garrard he did not think
Parliament should be abolished altogether
(taughter}) khough ha had seb forth in his
spoach his reasons for wishing to reform i,
[fa would be in favour of bringing in the
old nge pensions ns soon s possible.
Ho would vote for the repeal of the C.D.
Act, but balisved that some measure would
have to bs passed in the [uture for dealing
with the matter, the- provisions. of which
ahould spply eqeally to bosh
women. {Applause.) In reply to a quastion

az to whether he was in favour of tha award:

being paid in ‘the caee of the lats J, H:

he informed them that he did not-

thought hoasehalders -
should have voter at muonicipal elections | ™

He would-

men and -
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Figld in connection with the contract for
printing tha rolia which had been recom-
mended by the Potitigna Committes, bub
nob carried out by the Government, Mr
Fowlde said, without knowing the marita
of the case, he considered that us o
ganarul principle when o DParliamentary
Committee made a  recommendation
that payment be wmade in  subis-
faction of any clpim or grievanes, that
recommoendation ought to be given
offech ta by the Government. Me
Faowlds expressed himszelf etrongly in
favour of tha waskly bali-holiday. He
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could tell them that when he once kepta
litele shop in Vicvoria-street, and when
the bhalf holiday was unknown, the
monotony of the routine of getting up in
the morning, remainiag in the shop all dey
and going to bed agnin when the work was
finighed, made life hardly worth living, -
‘Fhe benefit of the half-holiday could nob be
valued too highly.

On the motion of MrJ. Bellard a hearty °
vobe of thanks was accorded by acclamation
to Mr Towlds fur his address, and after the
customary vote of thanka to the Chairman
the gathering dispersed,

H., BrErT, GENERAL PRINTER, SHORTLAND AND I'orT STREETS.



