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o COMING ELECTIONS.

MR. GEO. FOWLDS AT THE CITY HALL.

SPEECH TO AUGKLAND CITY ELECTORS.

(From the Aucklond Star, Seplember S0th, 1896.)

Lasr evening Mr-George Fowlds addressad
a fairly large meeting in the City Hall on
political topies, in connection with his
eandidature for the Auckland city seat in
the Houss of Representatives st the -ap-
proaching general elecbion, Mr W. H.
8mith presided, and amongst the citizens
who occupied seats on the platform were
li:_he Rev. . Burgess, Mesers K. Tremain,
B. N. Warner, A. Withy, Mitchell, B
Tudehope, Gregory, Higgains, Cleghorn,
Mesdames Daldy {Women's Polikical
Loeaguel, Jordan { Women’s Liberal Laague),
Mr W, H. Lyon, and others.

The Chairman, in inbrodocing the
speaker, said that be was aorry the bad
weabher had prevented a larger attendance.
Ho spoke warmly of Mr TFowlde' social
qualities, and described him ns ab honest,
whole-souled, lovel-headed Heotchman, Mr
Fowlds had his heartiest sympathies in hie
candidatare for bhe Auckland Oity seat,
and he bad the advantage of being the
first in the field. He had no doubt
Mr Fowlds would make a [avourable
impreasion, and he hoped to ece him re-

turned to the House of Representatbivea. .

Mr Fowlds came into the political arena as
an independent Liberal candidate, He was
2 man of sterling qualities, and the colony
needed many such men. Mr Fowlde wasa
warm-hearted and liberal-minded man with
an parneat desire to benefit the community,
He {Mr Smith) did nos know what all Mr

" Fowlds’ political ‘and social opinions were,

but as & Liberal, and almost a Radieal ag

well, ho had the greatest pleasnrs in giving.

. discontent.and unreab,

what balp he could to that gentleman’a
candidature. (Applause). :

MR FOWLDS' ADDRESS.

Mr Fowlda, who, on rising, was received
with applanse, said that some time ago he
received a reyuisition signed by 640 of the
sleetore asking him to become a candidate
for Parliamentary honours, and in responze
to that requisition he intimated ke was
willing to do so. With that in view he had
ssked them to meet him there that nighs
80 Lhat he might explain the principies by
which he sbhould be guided if elocted ta the
position, and = expresg bis opwion on
some of those preat political and
gocial guestions which were or ought
to he agitating the public mind. He
regrottad  that the night was  ao
inclement, but he was thankful s0 many
had braved the slements to come onb snd
hear him that night, In Tooking around.
the world to-day they saw a great deal of
Humau socisty wae
ever in @ abate of fransiticn. W herever there
was life there was growth and movement,
and to-day there was more life in social
matters than perbaps there had been at
any previous sbage in the world’s history.
In the life of communities, as of in-
dividuals, thete came times of crises, times
when it was necessary o have ' clear
guiding principles. Ab these timea they
loft the beaben track to try fresh grounds ;
ab present society here and elsewhers was
showing aigns of one of those times of crises,
and therefore it was all the more noeces-
sary, in deciding what course to take, that
thev. should go. back and trace their
way from fireb  principles, but he
thought they wounld agree with ‘him



thab at the prosent time  prin-
ciple in politics was largely at a dis-
count, and therefore, as & batural result,
thinge were in very considerable confusion,

WHAT 18 LIBERALISM.

They. found in this country the leaders
of bobth greab parties in the House claiming
to be the only true Liberals, without ap-
parently having any very clear definition in
their own winds of what they meant to
imply by the term **Liberalizm,” and the

people threwghout the country generally -

were in a very unsettled condition of
mind as to what the Government ought
to do and what they oughtnot to do. Now he
thought if they would shortiy takea look at
the origin, development and functions of
government they might be able to arcive
ab some clearer principles which would
guide them in deciding what the Govern-
mant ought to do and leave undone. The

origin of the idea of government they found

amongst primitive peoples originated in
the family. Thers the head of the family
held powers of life and death aver the
members thereof, decided what was best
to be done in the interests of the whole,
and regulated the interests of ite several
parta. In a psstoral or nomadic life
with a eparse population this condition was
eminently satisfactory, bub by-and-bye, as
shese travelling families began to come
into contact with other families, as the
popalation increased, a new . condition
arose ; they began to have intercourse with
these other families, and the relationships
of one family to another required fre-
guent adjuetment, and required a head and
eentral authority to regulate them. These
families - joined  in clans or communities,
and required a head directing,. controlling,
and regulating the interest of the whols,
Thie headship was naturally one acquired
by force, the conditions being such thab
the reqairementes of the head wae one of a
controtling character, and the conditions
which- were best fisted for use in battle
were the omes that were suecessful in
eecuring this hesdship, might then being
the law of right. These clans or. communi-
ties, as the development proceeded, would
coms into contagt with other clans and
communicies, and there again fresh con-

ditions arose which required a larger con- .

trolling power, and hence

THE IDEA OF A NATION
evolved with ite head or kiog ruling by
force and admivistering justice amongst
the several clans, and between members of
the differents elans, and, finally, aa the

idea of tbe nation became clearer, between

.and political sguality arose.

members of the same family. Aa it was
frequently the stress of battle which had
produced this condition of things, evolution
wos natarally of a military type. Thia
continaal condition of fighting involved
frequentiy the capture of alaves, who were
taken und kept to minister to the interests
of their captors, and henco originated the
idea of rulere and ruled, an idea which, un-
fortunately, had continued very largely in
our own timee.” Hven now every one who
got invested with a little brief authority
folt called upon to lord it over his fallowa,
and the idea wag still current in the minds
of a large class in every community that
they alone ought to be entrusted with the
powers of law.-making, Pursuing this
evolutionary course, they reached the age of
Induserial development, when a new aeb of
conditione aross, Combinations sprung -
up within the nation, men united
in trade associations and formed guilds.
Then started a process of social and
political edoeation. Men began to discuss
the Rights of man and the idea of individual
Then ' they
found ‘two.opposing ideas developing aide
by side — Individualiem demanding and
securing equality of politieal rivhts and
privileges, while Socialism on the other
hand was being rapidly adopted in the
government of the towns and cities.
This latter was quite a natural and
necessary condition with the aggre-
gation of population in lurge cenbres.
Wheat would be right to people under
certain conditions would, under others with
an accumalated populabion, be .entirely
wrong. Now, what he had been endeavour-
ing to show in this rapid sketch of the
evolution of Society and systems of povern-
ment waa this, that every fresh stage in the
development necessibated limisation of the
claims of the individual, and shat this limita-
tion was for the purpose of securing to ail

“full and free political and sacial liberty and

equality, and also thab what might be righy
for one man or for one family living in
each of the large islands of New Zealand
wounld be radically wrong and a serious
infringement of the rights and privileges
of his neighbour living, say, in the city of
Anckland, .
| STOUTS LIBERALISM.

Some time ago they bad Sir Robert Stout
speaking in that hall, and sume very clever
and pointed things he sa1d, but in the courre
of that address he referred to the Chartist

-movement, and elaimed thak here in this

couniry they. had. nearly everything that
the - Chartiste demanded, and seemed to
think thab it was safficient ‘condemnation




ir

‘of some of the measures which had
‘been passed and proposed in this country
to say that they were not ingluded in
‘tha Charsiet demands. ‘They knew Sir
.Robert was one of bthose won who
claimed to be the only true Liberals,
and, therefore, everything which did not
meet with his approval must of neces-
rity be bad Liberalism, Now, it scemed
to. bim that to suggest to the people

of this coonntry, that ~having secuorad
free " education, universal suffrage, short
Purliaments, ~paymenb of membere

and no property gualification, and veting
by ballot, they should aek for nothing
more. or to hint that those great and good
wmen who fought and died in securing some
of these reforms wonld, if they lived to-day,
ask for nothing more was to write them
down ag a pack of fools. (** Hear, hear.”)
What was the use of educating the people,
giving them a vote which they could
exercise withount eoereion, securing to them
short parliaments, paid membera {sc that
everyone of ability might ropresent his
fellows), if they were nobt to uee thosa
powers when once they bad been secured ?
Was not the damand for egual political
rights intended as o stepping-stone 50
secure equal social and cconomic rights?
{Applause.) The same spirit which ani-
mwated the Chartiste of old in their fight for
Political Liberty and Political Juatice
must animate the people .to-day in
fighting for social liberty and social
justice. {Applavge.) If the laws at that
time were right, what, he asked, would
ba the sense in asking for & change of
lawmakers?
THY ENOLOSURE ACTS. .

They bhad only to read the history of |

English lawmakirg to realise how far
these laws wers from being jast, Was it
just or right when a parliament of

iand ownera passed the infamons Enclosure .

Agts, and thus robhed the people of Eng-
land of millions upon millions of acres of
land, which bad been their heritage, with-
out ever once talking of compensation?
Was it right or juet when a Parliament of
land owners by & majority of two threw off
their own ehoulders the burden of baxation,
which constituted the conditions under
which thev held their land from the Crown,
snd placed it on the backa of the common
peap's by Excise and Customs duties ?
PRECEDENCE FOR A LAND TAX,

There seemed to him to be =o much

neglected knowledge of the evil contained

in the paesing of those acts, and the enor-
mity of the offence which those men did,

»

he would road & short extract from a sub-
Ieader which appeared. in the STaR esome
five or eix yeara ago, Thig, he explained,
was in reply to a correspondent ,who had
written on the question of taxing.

_ UNIMPROVED LAND VALUES,

The extract was as follows: —** The
writer of chis sentonce is evidently not
aware that until the time of Charles L of
England, the land of Britain provided the
national revenune reguired for all pur-
poses, It was Charles I: who persuaded
his Parliament to impose Customs and
Excise duoties. The debate which took
plage 'in - the Homse of Commouns on the .
imposition of these duties, proved that the
Honse was by no means snanimous upon
this propused change of taxation, and,
after all, it was decided on by a bare
majority -of two., Even msany of the land-
owners in the House were greatly opposed

" to the change, saying that it was distinctly

the land of & country that should provide
the national revenwe, and to take it out of
the pockets of tha wage-earner was-a cruel

robbery, (Applause.) Cromwsll, who ba-
came protector of the kinpgdom afber
Charles, did away with the Customs

and Excise duoties, and re-imposed ' the
land tax, During this protectorate the
revenue from this source averaged four
million annually. Charles II. re-impbed
the Custome and Hxcise duties, and reduced
the land tax. Fach Government of Eng-

land gince that time has followed the per-

nicious sxample, and thus a present of the
goil of England waa made te ite preseat pos:
sessora. Last year the land tax for the whule
of Great Britain realired only £1,000,000,
whereas had the landowners of that coun-:
try paid aceording to the Act providing for
the tax, which hss never been repealed,
they would have to stump up to the tune

of £36,000,000. This is surely a precedent
of a rather remarkeble character, The tax
derived from the land in India is

£22.000,000, and had it not been -for the
arrangement made with the Indian chiefs
by Lord Cornwallia in 1796, whereby the
future rise .in land values-went to them,
£88,000,000 would now be paid.”

A GOVERNMEXT'S FUNCTIONS.

Now they were to see if they could arrive
ut & clearer definition as to what were tha
true functions of (Government, remember-
ing that the same law of Necessity,
which had controlled and. goided in the
past, wounld operate in the fulure; now,
what bad been the essential epiris of human
progress hitherto ? It eeemed to him to have
been in the dirsction of securing to every



individual free and egual opportunities of
living his own full life autrammeled and un-
centrolled by hia fellows, except where his
actions infringe the like freedem and
equality on their parts, thercfore his
conception of the. functions of Go-
vernment- was that it shonuld aim
at  securing . to svery member of the
State full and equal fresedom, freedom of
shought, freedom of speach,  freedom of
action, with free and equal access to all the
natural opportunities of the earth, {Ap-
plause.) - In this view of the case Govern-
ment bocame more of n negative than a
positive eharacter.  Its commands must be
*Thou  shalt not” vasher than ** Thon
ahatt do thie or that.” Its primary duty waa
2o 8@ that liberty did not degenerate into
license (applause), that no ons in the
axercise of his own liberby infringed the like
liberty of his neighbour, Indischargingthat
dugy the Government of the futare must do
many things which hnd not been requisite
in the pass, and with the induatrinl de-
volnpment  which lies before us, the
Govornment will of neceseity be ocalled
Aapon bo take up dutlea which are not
necesaary even now. The greatest menace
o individual liberty to-dav waa to be found
in the growth of monopolies, and thess, as
time proceeds, must sither be abolished or
taken gver by the State and run in the
interests of all the peaple. . (Applause.)
Let them considér how best these func-
tions could be discharged. In doing this,
he wonld firab consider the machinery of sho
Government, legislabiver proposals, and,
finally, the administration of she Govern-
mend.
GOVERNMENT MACHINERY.

In considering the machinery of the
Government the first gueation was that of
party, or rather cabinet system of govern-
went. The system seemed Lo bs probby
generally condemned.
was & growing opinion that it had served
ita day and generation and must pass away
into the lumber room of forgotten things,
Party government tailed to meet the
formula of & true democracy. Instead of
being government of the people for the
people by the people, it had become
government of the people by the Premisr
for the Premier and a few frionds. (Ap-
plause.} Thay reguired to reverse their
whole idea of government. Iunstead of the
Premier being the cenire of power and
autboriby, it must be the people who held
the power. (Applanse.) Inatead of the
government being from the top downwards,
it muss be from the bottom upwards, (Ap-
planse.} They heard a.good dea! about the

. tion.

© ment,

Everywhere there |

autocratic Seddon—and he was and mast be

autocratic under the present syetem unlese
he meant to go to the wall. (Applause.)
No man could successtolly carry on govern-
ment under the present syetem without a
good deal of coercion, To hear some people
talk, -they wounld think that Mr Sedden
bad been the firat Premier in New Zea'and
who had been didtatorial with bis tollowers,
What' about the hob-nail boote of Sir

Harry Atkineon? (Laughterand applause.) -

That gentleman had often to round
up his followers by threats of dissola-

the man but the aystem which was at faunlt.
(Applause. They wanted. a: complete
reversal of the prerent systom of govern-
It should originats from the botsom
and not from the top. The individual
shoald be tho unit of Government, pas-

wing onwards through the warda or loeal

boards, shen to district councils, and

finaily to the Pariiaiment, whose acte, unless

practically ananimeus, should come back to
the people for assent by means of the
referendum before fnally becoming law.
Meaptime, if thoy ahould choose to elsct
him he would support Major Steward’s pro.
posal for an elective Bxecutive, (Applaues.)
He did not think that would ba the last word
on the question, In'thefuture some system
o! committees must control departments of
Stete and supplant the present individaal
system of management. He need. nob
dwell upon the advantagea to be derived
from the elective Execusive, and wonld
content himaself with. pointing cut one ad-
vantage that every proposal wounld be
conaidered upon its merits, without refer-
ence to the standing of its proposer or
involving the fate of 8 Government. There
would be much wore likelihood of getting
the will of the people expressed in the
logislation of the eountry, and the provent.
ing the passing of laws which had not the
approval of the people would be perhaps as
great a gain as the getting of those laws
passed which had  their approval. (ap.
plaase.} : )
i - THE REFERENDUM. .
Following this reform and really com-
plementary of it would be the inatibution
ot the referendum and initiative, to securs
to the paople ae a whols the opportunity of
deciding more definitely than at preseat
what they wantoed and what they did nob
want. To bhim i% seemed most absurd to
hsar Minieters aseerting that their measures
bad the approval of the country because
they bappen %o .have been mentionad
before a genetal election. He did not be-
lieve that a single candidate ab the coming

The fact wasz that it was not

!
]



modification of the Hare system.

I’

election would get elacted - without getting
the votes of many who disagreed entirely
with him on many points of his programma;
he certainly - should nob feel that all those
who yoted for him endorsad everykhing
that be believed, and held, therefors, that
she present was & very crude sund imperfect
form of gesting the mind of the paople ex-
preseed, and should be supplemented by
the - addition of the

. initiative,

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

The rext machinery point he wished to
tonch on was the gquestion of s second
Chamber, and here again we had an effete
survival of medieval times, with a few
modern vices added ; what an sbeurdity to
have an irresponsible nominated houze to
thwart the will of the peopls, and the
only meane of bringing it into touch being
for.the Government of the day to eend ‘&
few more members there to become
foasilised. if they must have a seeond
Chamber anything at all on the lines
of the present House, leb it be elected.
(Applause.} Whabt he should tike to seo
would be an  advisery Couancil of ex-
perts without the power to veto a mea-
sure that had been sent up by the repre.
sentatives of the peaple. {(Applause). They
might, perhaps, be invested with the power
of saying whether any particular measure
must be referred to the people for assent
before becoming law. This Council woald
examine every proposal before it became
law, giving ciear and convincing reasons for
every objection raised, Such a Couneil
might well become the New Zealand Legion
af Honour. election to which would be a
highly prized reward for eminent services
rendered to the Stave in all ite branches,
being compesad of clorgymen, doctors, [aw-
yers, caphaing of induskry or comtnerce.

SYRTEM OF ELECTION.

_ With regard to the syztem ef election of
membera of the House of Representatives,
they were -supposed to have one man and
one woman cne iote, but in the large
centres they bhad opne man tbree votes.
This was entirely wrong, and .ought to be
remedied aa soon a3 poesible. They must
either have. single electorates or adopt some
The
labter might eliminate some of the paroehial
character from politics, but against that
they would lose the persoaal contact
hetween the people and- their representa-
tives. . Ot ope thing he was econvinced, and
that was that the sooner they divoreed the
construction of roade and bridges from-the

referendum and

colonial Legielature, the sooner they would
get sound : legislation and honest adminis-
tration. (Applanse.)

LOCAL GOVERNMENT.

This brought bim to the question of ldeal
government, which was ooe of the most
important guestiona the next Government
would .have to denl with, and if they
succeed 1n reducing it to simplicity and
securing efficiency they would have done &
work which would entitle .them bto the re-
gpect and esteem of the commuznity for all
time. But he did not expect the millen-
nium ali. a6 onee, or in ome session of
Parlisment, and so they must be con-
tent to move slowly, but be sure they
moved on sound lines. Before, how-
ever, they got. an ideal etate of
government where _the people should
really govern, they wonld want te
reverse their whole conception of govern-
ment, and instead of the Premier for the
time being, and those who with him con-
ptitutad what they called the Governmeut,
being the contre of power and authority
issming their commands which the sovereign
peopls had to obey, the people, the citizens,
would issue their commande, and the Go-
vornment should have to obsy. On those
lines they must attempt bto reform their
system of loeal government. Ha believed in
the wards or local boards which ehould be
the first political noit for all purposes of
government, being small, to socure a close
personal contatt between the local dlectors
and - their representatives. To these ward
cominittees or local boards he would give
perfect autonomy in all purely local affairs,
with a free and simpla method of amalga-
mation -with other wards or local boards
for special and joint enterprises.

UNIFICATION OF LOCAL BODIES.

They often heard of the multiplicity of
loeal authorities—echool committees, road
boards, county councile, charitable aid
boards, and so forth. . -He had had a little
experience of the working of some of thean

_boards, and - he did not hesitate to say thab

greater efficiency and economy - counid be
obtained by & unification of those looal
authorivies. Moreover—what to him was
vory important—greater interest would be
taken in these bodies, and public spirib
would be developed. In the towns the
evolution of local government wis naturally
more complete than in the country dis-
trictz: But he wounld like to see much
more organic life in the wards than
there was at preseat, and 1o course
of time he hoped to see Iarger and
larger .afliliations of these ward units



for district' works, until at Iagd  the
Nationa! Government wounld simply control
those things which were of & nationa] or
interprovineial character, such as the
railways, the telegraphs, postal and
marine servicee. The National - Legis-
lature wonld then be in & muoch better
position to regietor the wishes of the
people ae they came to them, earefully
considered and commended by the ward
committees, through the distriet councils,
He would pive to the local bodies com.
plate solf-government in all purely local
matters. He  would also give them
mara freedom to regulabte their own
constitutions and methode of brana.
acting businsda, Instead of laying it
down that they should consist of so many
members, and meabt at certsin spacified
titnes, and when once elected, shonld con-
tinue in office for one or two yenrs, he
would alliw sach place to decide for itself,
and the best eystem was sure to be finally
adoptad, Heconaidaredthisaveryimpnrtauh
peint in evolving the best system of local
government, to give free play to natural
selaction.
mind, why the organisation of government
geoerally was so far behind the organisa-
tion of industry and commerce, was the
wand of “this freedom of action. (Ap.
plaoee.) ) o
A LOCOAL EXAMPLE.

He would illustrats what he meant by
the freedom which he would grive bo - those
local bedies to unite far special purposes
whilet retaining their antonomy for local
purposes. They had close to. Auckland
four local bodies adjoining near a common
¢entre. He meant. Arch Hill, Eden Tor-
race, Mount Albert and Point Chevalier.
Running through thoss districts there was
a large grully, which ecarried the drainage of
8 goad part of each district, and the proper
enclosing of which would be a bensfit. to
them all, It was his firm conviction that
something would be done to that pastilen-
tial fever bed if they had more freedom of
action in dealing with joint interests. Of
course, it would be urped that the financial
adjustment was -the greatest difficulty at
preeent, and that would be in no way im-
provad by the change indicated: He would
deal with the financial question later on,

WATER SUPPLY,

The speaker noted ancther illustration
of the larger district snions to which he
hsd reterred, with regard to Auckland and
surrounding local authorities, in the matters
of water supply, lighting and strest locg-
motion. With regard to each of thase the

One of the main reasone, to his |

present position wae very unsatiafactory.
They would very soon be.compslied te go
further afield for. their water supply. and
in this matter all the surrounding districts
should be unitod, eharing alike the burden
of the first oost, and futnre profits. With
such an arrangement they could go in for
2 gravitation supply, sufficient for the great
expansion which lay beforae them, and
without undnly taxing their prozent ra.
sgurces. The financial adjustment of this
and other items of local governioent he
purpesed treating separately,

ELECTRIC TRAMWAYS.

The same arrangements which would be
beneficial in a water supply scheme would
apply to the guestions of lighting end. run-
ning the tremwaye. It seemed to him
most absurd that a large city like Auckland
should at the close of the 13bh century be
dependent on a private monopoly for it
lighting, and should be debating and just
on the point of handing over its tramways
for 30 years to a foreign syndiests, These
branches of the public service had been de-
voloped #o far in other countrios as to be
altogsther beyond bhe experimental atage.
Did they euppose for » moment that a body
of capitalista would undertake a work of
thia kind without & pretty strong certainty
of making money out of it It was not
philanthropy for the eity which snimated
tbose men, and what was possible and
reasonably certain tor them, was poseible
for the community and ought to be in the
hands of the community.  (Applause.)
What would they suppose or expect to be
the first effact.of the starting of a highclass
slectric sbreet'car aystom ? Why, a large
increase in land valnes, and, in the hands of
the city that increase, created by their
expenditure, should be collected by them
and credited to the cosk of tramway con-
gtruction.  He made an emphatio protest
against the banding over of this mounopoly

" to u foreign syndicate, especially in view of

the coming large increase of populiation
and a corresponding ‘increass in the value
of the street tram system, (Applause.

GRANIS FOR PARTY PURPOSES,

One more point. he wished to emphasisg
in zonneetion with local government was
that all moneys for purely loeal works
should be raised and expended by the loeal
authorities. He could not too strongly
condemn the practice, which was increasing,
of making grants from the Colonial Trea-
sury far dietrick worke. It was open to
grave mbusse, and leads to proas cxtrava-
gance. He would be a very bold man who
would aseert that such grants had not heen

e )
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- ministration of

7r

made freguently for party  purposes, in
other worde for corruption and bribery,
and as such had tended to demoralise the
country. PBribery out of & man’s private
pocket was bad, and wnot long ago they
heard- the present Premier denounce the
National Arsociation for bribing the pecple
of the country with free literature, but to

-use the nation’s funde for this purpose was !

immeasnreably worse. He did not blame
any party in the State for this mors thaz
another ; it was the system which was at
fault. Lf it wae deemed advisable to assist
in any way, it should be done by means of
the Loana to Local Bodiea Act, and- if
necessary bthe re-payment of thoes loane
could be made easier. - This would not'only
prevent partiality, but secure local responsl-
bility for all worke undertaken,

REVENTUES OF LOCAL EQDIES.

The revenues of these local bodies
seemed to him the crux of the whole
guestion., He belisved that the ad-
local Government was,
taken as a whole, {airly effective, though
expensive, and he would oot favour the
creation of larger districts, except for
specific purposcs aod district works,
&0 many boards, the coliection of their own
assessments was natarally expensive—the
road boards oo an average spent 20 per
eont. of their income in administration.
Heo thought, with some experience of the
work, that 13 per cent. of this could be
saved if the boards were relieved from the
coflection, Of course, he did not mean

" that'it cost this amount for collection, but
. with that out of the way a good deal of

honorary work would be done.  For
oxample, the secretary of a school com.
mittes wae never paid in the country, and
people would be found willing to:do the
clerioal work of a road board in the same
way, if the arduous duty of collecting the
ratas wera no$ attached to the secrebary-
ship. How was this to be done ?

RATING O¥ UNIMPROVED \}ALUES.

It zeemed to be simplicity ibself, since
Parliament had paessed the Rating on
Unimproved Valunes . Bill - largely in
respones to the  demande of the local
authorities. He considered this the most
beneficial pisce of legislation - which the
present Parlisment had passed, both for
the cities and the country districts,
the local authorities throughout the colony
would adopt that Act, the whole of their
revenues could be eollected by the general
Government, along with the present land
tax, with almest no additional cost, The

With -

If all

present exemptions under the land tax
would first .require to be abolished, and
that point-he purpoeed dealing with under
the head of genersl taxation.

SIMPLIFICATION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT,

Were this system of taxation generally
adopted a great simplification of local
government would at once fake place.
They would eee how much more
easily the financial adjustment of joint
works betwesn the several boards could
then be effocted. The conptruction of the
large sewer between the Arch Hiil and
other dietricts wonld very largely increase
the value of adjacent lands, and - the
several loeal suthorities, levying the rates
on that increased valuabion, would receive
from the lande benefited the cost of the
worke which bad produced the bensfit,

and the nallocation of the eshare of
each district would be & compara-
tively easy matter.” The relative ia-
ereaee  in  the valwe of adjacent

land would be & pretty reliable guids,
Now, this identical principle would apply
in the same way to the larger district
unions he referred to, for the purpose of
procoring & water supply, lighting, or
running tramweys. He had dealt thus
fully with the guestion of local government,
as a reform of the machinery of govern-
ment, becaunse he considered it of the
utmost importance, not only for what it

. conld aceomplieh in the several localitios,

but because he was of opinion that a proper
solution. of this question would aflect
beneficially the whole tone and character
of our colonial government and legislation.

-They wonld observe that in dealing with

the machinery of pgovernmend, and
especially with local government, he had
endeavoured to keep steadily in view the
pervading epirit  which he thought he
caught from $he historical evolution of
society, reserving to these political units

_ the same rights and the same conditions

az he claimed for the individual, that
was freedom to do as he pleaeed as long as
he did not infringe the like fresdom and .
liberties of others, The same principle
and formula applied to communities. He
thought, along this line, they could put
our system of looal government on a
very much better footing than av preeent.

) LEGISLATIVE PROIGSALSR.

Now, keopinz this thought etill in view,
let them turn their attention to some of
the legislative propesale which had been
from time to time before the country
(hear, hear), but here thoy would find
that =society had wandered so woefully

b



away [from fireb priociple .that it would
be almost impossible to apply that prin-
c¢iple because of the conditions into which
they bad drifted. It wonld be necessary to
apply pallintives until they could get
conditiona where a radical remedy could
ba applied. © Let him - illustrate what
he meant by these palliatives, for conditions
being out of order. Bupposing, for example,
one of our most able medical . men was
going into the country for a holiday with a
friend, and the friend met with a rerious
accident, say gob hia leg badly emashed, so
badly indeed that the skilful and practised
eye ‘of the physician told him the only
thing to#ave his friend’s life was te have
the injured limb amputabed as- soon as
poesibie, bub he bad nob the necessary in-
struments to do this, in other words the
conditions were not suitable. Wounld bhe
doctor eay to his friend, ** Old man yeu
want that limb amputated, that is the énly
thing which ean save your life, and that is
uob possible here, theretore there is nothing
left but for you to prepare to die ¥ No, he
would adopt some palliative, bind up the
injured limb as best he could, take his
friend on hia back, and make for the
nearest place where the amputation could
rake place, And that was what they must
do with the body polisic. . Now he wanted
thetn bo keep that clearly in mind, becanee
he should be compellad to approve of some
.proposals as palliatives, whieb he con-
sidered quite incapable of- effecting a
radieal cure. -
TAXATION.

And firet amongst the proposed reforms
he moant to deal with was the question of
taxation. The fiscal question was being
increasingly rocognised as of the utmoat
importancs, and here ab the outsot they
found a damaged limb which required am-
putation, but any atbempt to perform the
operation wounid result in tho death of the
operator, The people of .this country had
hacome eo infatuated wish the fetish of pro-
taction, that to doubt its divine virtues was

to be guiley in the eyes of many of some-’

thing akin to blasphemy, still he hoped the
example of New South Wales haviog re-
turned from her wallowing in the mire, and
the bensficial results which. were even now
accruing from the ehange, would lead our
own people to see that they are not such a
dangerous and desperate lot of beings
a8 ‘to. need pretection - from -doing
that -which . they degire to do. But
in dealing with the question of. taxa-
tion, there 4 considerable scope for
improvement and change, without touch.
ing the principle of proteckion, and as he
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- about the true 'principles of

atill desired tolive he. should deal with iy
for the present within thoee limits. - There
was the- monstrous  breakfast-table dusies,
and bhe atill more iniguitous daty on kero-
sene, the latser of which would indicate

that we desired the poor country sottlors

to live in darkness, in case they shonld tiake
bo a study of economics, and find out where
their shoes pinched them. 1t wae one of
the most iniquitous taxes he knew of, and
one which he thought shouid be the very
firgt to be abolished. - -

THE TRVE IPRINCIPLES OF TAXATION.

A great deal has been said and writton
taxation,
Many years' ago, Adam Smith laii down
eartain canone of taxation, which contained
a good deal of philesophie and economic
trath, but these bad never received very
much attentiow, principally, ke thought, be-
canae they did not suit the constitutions of
those wha in the. past had controlled the
levying of taxation. More recently a fresh
doetrine had been enunciated, viz. : *“That
taxation. showld be impossd according to
the ability to pay ;" this is what Mr Vaille
would.. eall * charging according to

“what the traffic would bear,” and on first

blush seémed to have a pood deal to ‘cotn-
mend it, and if it cowld be rigorously en-
forced 'would be a great improvement on
the present system, bub even that wonld
violate sound principles, and in many cases
operate unjustly.. He supposed a case
where two men starbed with fairly egual
opportunities ; the one was sober and in-
dustrious, - the other a drunkard and m
loafer.. By and bye the sober and indus-
trious man.could bear a great deal more
taxzation than the other, but wonld it be
just or right that ha should be competled to
do so? He thought not. His idea of
an ethically jost system of taxation was
thig, that everyone should pay in preopor-
tion to the benefit he received. (Applauze.)
And then they might ask the guestion,
what should bs taxed so as to secure that
resulb ? Well, he knew of only two things
which conld be taxed, wiz., labour and
privilege, and as tho privilege fund was
extracted from the people in any case, that,
in his opinion, waa the only true source of
taxation, In-this country, about £270,000
per anpoum. was ‘collected - by a tax
on land values, which was in reality
a tax on . privilege, and . the only
one- - which the general . government
levied. The local. bodies  derived

some of their reavenues from this source,

such as public honse and other licenses,
gas and tramway servicea. Ths demand
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_pensive of collection,
the pockets of the people than the Govera-

at’ present.

was denas,

‘aga pension fund,
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has gone forth for a leng timo in Great

Britain for a free breakfast table, and that |

was what he thought they should aim at
here, for various reassons, The incidence of
Cnetom duties, and especially the duty on
such things as tea' and sugar, was so atro-
cious, that be never ceared wondering that
a civilised nation, making anv profession of
honesty or moerality, should allow them to
continne for & day. It meant that a man
bringing up a family on 30s per week would
consume nearly as much tea and sugar as
a man with £30 por week, and would, thete-
fore, pay as wauch to. the revenuwe of the
country, and in reality these things had
Deeome part of the necessaries of life, In

addition to the unfairness of the incidance

of raieing the revenme in this waw, it
violated every sound canon of taxation as
laid down by the economists, It was sox-
It took more oub of

ment received, as the wholesale.and retail
profita had to be added. He believed
it was under the mark bo say. bhat

for every ponnd the Government received

from Customs duties, rhe actual consumer
paid 30s. Therefore, hia practical proposal
on the Yuestion of Lazation war that a

‘penny in tho £ should be added to the pre-

senb tax on land values, and the amount so
raiged be applied to the abolition of the
daty on Lkerosene, the reducktion of the
broakfast tabie duties, and part in provid-
ing an old age pénsion fund, and, as this
disposition of ib would benefily eovery
member of the community, he would pro-
pose to-abolish all the present exemptions,
which conestituted it more or less a clasa taz
This tax on land .values
could bs collected without any extra
cosp. 2d in the £ counld be collected as
cheaply as 1d. Ib-all went into the caoffers
of the Government, and was in reality not a
tax at all, but simply a collecting of part
of the unearned increment which every

sane person admitted attached to land, .

especially in the ecities or where population
The present land tax brought
in about £270,000, of which £70,000 came
from the graduated part of the tax. The
propered additional 1d wounld mot be
graduated, but by abolishing all exemptions
it  would produce about the same
amounb, £160,000 of the amount
wounld regquired for  the  old
and the balance of
£110,000 weuld suffice to abolish the duty
op korosene, -ana considerably reduce the
dutier on tea snd sugar. This remisszion of
Customs duaties wounld be an immense relief

be

to industry in every form, and with the |

.duty on kerosene included would ezpecially

relieve the email farmers, aud he doubted
not wonld pave, the way for farther instal-
hents of privilegs taxation, until trade and
industry would be entirely freed from the
present robber rates and taxes, (Applause.)
Having told shem where be would get the
money from for an old age pension {und,
he would now tell them how he would
disburse it, and here he wounld state
that the figures from which he worked
had been supplied by the Christehurch
Progressive Liberal Association, an Asso-
ciation- which had given .o very extensive
study to the wholg guestion, and whoee
fgures might be taken aa fairly accurate.
The number of paople in the coleny aver
65 years of age was 15,000, 12,000 of whom
had been 20 years in the colony. and thap
was-the gqualification which he would sup-
port as enbitling anyone bto & pension.
They should provide thab every person
who bad been that time in- the country
would receive such ‘a pension whesher rich
or poor. (Applavse.} Avy other scheme
would bp to bring in another pernicicus
aystem ©of charitabie aid. He. coneidered
the House was guite right in resisting any
scheme that neceseitaved poverty as a
gualification for a penpsion, (Applause.}
He would therefore propose that avery per-
son over 65 years of age who had resided
20 years in the coleny, should be entitled
to a pension of Ga per week. Ib was nob
an extravagant sum, bub it was as much as
the colony wonld -care to face ab present,
and mignt perhaps be increased later on.
Small as the sum was, - ib would assuage
an immoense amount of distresa and
misery and securs a result worth twice
the eoet entailed To pay that pen-
sion would take £163,000 per annum, but
it wounld save from £40,000 to £50,000
st presront. paid each year under the
existing charitable aid system. {A
volece : ¢ Oh !®)  Well, that wae
the sum estimated by tihe Christchurch
Progressive Liberal Association. The
amount thue saved and future additions
could then he devoted &o -still further
anugmenting the Old Age Pension Fund
in the direction of engouraging a spirit of
thrift in the people. It should take the
form of an annuity system purchaged by
the savings of the people, and might be in
the form of a subsidy ef £ per £ paid by
the Government. This might be worked
through the existing friendly societies ab
very libtle expense, without - ereating
another Government department. In any
cage it waB negessary that they should
do something in the direction of re:



forming their pr'esann charitabla aid-

syatem, which was sapping the manhood
.and womanhood of the colony.  He con-
sidered thab thé presenbd system was
daily adding to the claes of sturdy beggars.
He bad no sympathy with-those who woutd
not work; but had every sympathy with
those who were able and willing to werk
and could nobt get work to do. (Applause.)
Public aympathy was, however, being im-
posed upon by peopls who were quite able
to work bub who would not. 'This class-of
sturdy beggare existed by theindiseriminate
giving of charity.  If the old age pension
system was adopted it would be easier to
deal with these sturdy beggers, and there
would etitl be ample acope for the exercise
of private benevolence in attending to the
pressing wants of deserving neighbuurs,
{Applause.) He had always advocated vhe
-establishment of municipal farme, and it
bad been shown by the Balvation Army
that these, like their Prison Gate Brigade
bomos, could ba made self-supporting.
Similar institubions shonld alao be started
for the women of the colony, but of course
in an smployment suited to their sex,
though to do thé women justice he did
not think they were so inelined to sponge
on gociety as some of the men were.
{Applauss.)- This matter of charitable aid
was & pressing question, and unless it was
reformwed they musb resp a terrible harvest
by and by. (Applause.) '

TEMPERANCE REFORM,

The great temperance reform question’

followed™ puitably upon thie problem of
charitable aid. Many people bslievad that
if they could but abolish alechelic drink
from the lasd, much of the poverty would
4g 8 natural consequence disappear with
it. (Applause.} No one wounld deny that
-4 great amount of poverty and.-undeserved
misery originated from the drinking habite
of the peopls, and if this could be
-abolished they would be enabled to lift
them on to a higher plane. He
might say at once that this movement
to raiee humanity had hie .cordial
eupport and approval. {Applause.; The
progress made during the past few years in
this direction made the need for lagisla-
“tion lesa pressing. The work that lay
before them was rather edueational than
legislative.
4 few ancmalies that required rectification.
Firet of all there was the question of the
bare majority ae against one of three-

difthe. He did not like to go from the
libaral principle of government by the
majoriby.

Still - there were, howerver,.

Ab  the ssme tims, he.
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thonght . that
majority was

if . the  three - fifths
ugad there was. lese
likelihood of the vote taken at one
election being reversed at the mnext.
They tound & similar principle working
well in joint stock companies, where cer-
tain motions frequently required more than
& bare majority to eegure their being
pagsed. I
three-fifths majority thight be retained with
advantage. Ie believed the adoption of
commercial methods in the management of
Government aftaive ‘would be an improve-
went. He had found that many btemper-
ance people thought the three - fifths
mejority  was the best system for the

‘reason he -bad already stated. Cn that

question he was prepared to actin accor-
dance with what -seemed to be the
clearly expressed wishes of the people.
{Applanse.) In connection with
question, thers were also ether matters
that required @mendment. The demand
for the inclueion of nlubs in the local option
vote was & reasonable one, and would have
hig support if he were elected. {Applause.)
He did not see why s place being a privats
club ghould exelude it from ths local option
vote. *He remembered when he was living
on the diamond fields in South Africs zome
cute fsllows discovered that the Colonfal
Secretary wae bound to isene a clob license
if asked for by some 20 or 25 persons, and
they began organieing clubs for the natives.
Soon every third or fourth house was a
club, and "the whole place 2 pandemoninm,
The Sunday-schools had to be closed, and
it was unsafe for ladies and children to be
about, and life generally was not worth
many days’ purchaeo until the Cape Parlia-
ment met and repealed the Act. Sc he bad
every sympathy with the temperance party
on this point. {Applause.}

THE WOMEN'S FRANCGHISH.

The temperance guestion was suppored
to have a special interest for the women,
and certainly they and
children have to bear n large portion of the
undeserved migery which it entails. Fol-
lowing therefore the temperance, it was
natural that he shonld speak of the great
woman's question. In this country the
women have got a long way ahead of their
sisters in many parts of the world, bus
much yet remained to be done to secure to
thewn - political, - social, and - economic
eguality with bheir brothers, Having
secured the franchbise, no good reason
had been shown why they ehould he
denied representative rights (applanse),
and he should support that, though he did

It was therefore possible that the -

this

the - innocent '

ol AN

it b
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not expect to pee the privilege largely
taken advantage of. (Applause.) i only
one womah deeired to exercise her fuil
rights  of citizenship, and the electors
thought her a fit and:proper person to
represent bthem in Parliameut, he did not

gee why she should be debacrred -on account.

of her rex. Many- eaid ¢* What do women
know about politics?? and the same gques-
tion might be asked aboub a greab many
men, buy he was glad to #zee the activity
of women in endeavouring to make
themeselver acquainted with the rights and
wrongs of political guestions. (Applanes,}
Btill, they eould not be surprised if the
women were nobt yet fally edmcated in

- political matters, especiaily if they con-

sidered some of the results of the actions of
the male voters, wha had possessed the
franchise 8o long. (Applasee.) - He wonld
hke to suggest a short platiorm of three
planke which the women, as-a whols,
should aim at securing by the exercise of
sheir political rights. The firat id to see
that only men of good moral character ard
sober habite get eleoted to represent them.
The second, to secvre the amendment of
every law which denies them equal civil
rights with men ; and the thtrd, to secure
equal pay for equal service in_ all depart-
ments of the State, {Applause.). That was,
he thought, & good fighting platform, and its
sttainment would be a boon to the women
themeslves and a bleasing to the State. .

'NATIONAL DEFENCE.

This he considered & -very big question,
Hea war not by any means a bellicose man,
and believed the warlike: spirit of past ages
had retarded the developmens of man to.a
higher plane, still he .did not believe in
going with an umbrella to hight a man who
had coms armed with a rifle. . Some time
ago he advocated the formation of rifie clubs,
and with a little encouragemant from the Go-
vernment they wouid have been a success,
but his inquiries then had revealed to hima
deplorable state of affairs in this colony,
and one that was absolutely dangerous, the
outlpek being & serious one when they con-
sidered how near this colony was to New
Caledonia. In the event of & war with
France, & good many bhousands of the big-
geat cubbhroats in the world conld. be
landed on our shores in u few days, and to
mest therm they had wnder 5,000 Martioi
Henry rifles, and aboub 30,000 of the old
Snidera, but there wus Bo ammunition
for the latter, and it was doubtful if they
had encugh skilled men to nse the former.

He was told by the volunteers that good:

shooting was at & low ebb in this colony,
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. members were

Any attack on New Zealand would be made
by small forces, and, with an efficient body
of volunteors, and rifle cluba ' whore
able to shoot like the
Burghers of the Transvaal, thoy shouid be
able to keep themselves iree from in-
vaders,
LABOUE MEASURES.

With respoct to Lhe large class of legirla-
tion . known as Labour Bills, they muet
exercise & cood deal of cavtion, and ses
thak they did not create grsater evils than
those they tried to cure. He believed that
with proper conditions labour reguired. no
specinl legislation, but unfortunately they
did not possess those proper conditions und
they muet apply special palliabives to
the apecial evils which existed. Saveral of -
these Billa, such, for example, a8 the Factory
Acts and the Shop Hours Bill, were work-
ing without friction, where the -administra-
tion of them ~was in the hands of careful-
and competont mev like the local inspector
Mr Ferguson: As for the the Eight Houra
Bill, if this were pareed, making sight hours
a statutory day’s work in all tradee, with
time and. a half for overtime, it would
operate all right in the organised trades,
but in many branches of labour the rate of
pay would simply be fized. in mccordance
with the new conditions of labonr, That
might, however, ba get over by fixing a
minimum rate of pay for all evertime, either
for'adults or minors. The Arbitration and
Conciliation Bill which had been passed,
might do much in the future in the way of
preventing  indusbrisl ware. As for the
Masters and Apprentices Bill, there were
some glaring anomaliss in the measure,
and it wduld reguire great cars to
frame ib 80 that it would not do- harm.
It 'was very serious to shut out from the
posgibility of learning a trade boys and
girls grawing up. It would require radical
amendment before the Bill could eafely
be passed. With regard to all these
measuree he would be guided by the
principles ‘he had already iaid down, and
judge every proposal by the neacessity -of
the circumstances, treating every case with
due regard to the rights of individual
liborty. ’

STATE FIRE INSURANCE,

In the future, no deubt, State fire assur-
noce. conld be carried into effect, but at
present thers were mora. preasing reforms,
and it could well wait. He was & believer in
loeal opticon in all things, and if a Bill were
ever drafted to give local bodies power to
introduce the principle of State fire ingvr-
mnee in any particular distriet, is would, he



considered, be a pood thing to .give it &

trial. 1b wounld be an experiment, anyhowr,

and could do no harm, and the coiony

gouerally would be a gainer by the exparb

enge of the district in fuestion. :
LANDS FOR SETTLEMENT.

He laid stress on the importancde and
urgency of not selling any more Crown
lande, and be said he could not-suppors the
Lands for Seftlement Bill, The practlce
of the Government buying up large im-

proved estates in various parts- of the

island, then selling them, was a pernicious
one, - As for the Lozns to Settlers Achb it
was unwise, to -say the least, to borrow
money to lend to farmers or anyone eleg,
but it was the result he chiefly objected to.
Every addition to the amount of capital
invested in land values tended to enhance
_its eapital value, and if shis measure had
succeaded in reducing the rate of-interesat,

that also increased land values, and made -

it more diffienls for-the landless worker to
‘zet a plece of land either for agricultural
or residential purpeees. Bub the rate of

intereeb being lower in Australia withoutb -

saeh & measure than ib was here, disproved
the assertion bthat i had lowered the
interest charge, -

CONCLUSION.

In his coneludiap romarke Mr Fowlds
said that administration must be just and
pure, and without regard to political
colour.
he denouncad as wrong, and he considered
that having once passad the civil service
exagminations, priority of application
should secure priority of appointment. . He
reforred to the banking inguiry now pro-
- ceeding, which he said was a huge mistake
for tha councry. If somsone’s name had
been blackened it was no gain, and it had
-been the moans of bringing suba very un-
worthy propoeal in the direction of reveal-
ing the contente of private papers in
connection with the Bank's business,
a proposal which. if it had been given
effact to would have been a violation of
all the rules of private confidence and of
honour, - It wae monstrous bo propose that
private papers should be thus examined,
Finally, Mr Fowida said that bhe was
perfectly willing to leave himself in
the "hands of the electors. ‘If they
thought he could effectnally serve chem in
Parlinment they would ne doubt efect him,
and if not he should probably be in as good
afinancial position at the end of noxt year as
if they had, and bis wife and family would
cortainly commend. thelr decision. He

reiterated  what he eaid when he first

Favouritism in the public service
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raceived the reguisibion to stand, thav his
opinions on political . questions had not
been picked up from the man- in she

. street, end while he could not eay that

they were unalterable, like the laws of the
Medes apd Persians, it would be more
light rather than - the exigencies of a
political contest that would compel him to
alter ‘them. He would like those who
would sepport him to rally round bim,
and he informed themn that he did nor-
intend bo epend money in paid canvae-
sing, If bhe- shonld enter Parliament,
he intended to take as him mobto the
golden rale, **Do unto others . ae
ye would they should do unto you.”
He would support this or any Governmenst
in go fer as their policy coincided with the
policy he had. Jaid down, but he bélieved
the true -policy for the future was grandly
soated ‘in the worde of Dr. Norman’
MeLeod :—
*Trust no parky, side er fuction,
Trust no leader in the fight ;

Butin every word and aetion,
Trust in God and do the right.

{Prolonged applause.)

QUESTIONS,

Mr Fowlds then answered a wamber of
quesfions put by members of the audience,
He said he wnuld be in favour of bringing
the hosels under the provisions of the Shop
Hours Act. Hs thought houschelders
should have wvotes at munieipal elections
bscause they paid the rates in the reats
He was in favour of the single tax as a
principle, and had indicated in his address
the extent he was prepared to go in a pre-
sent application of the principle, He would
support a measurs for the abolition of grand
juries, as he bslieved they were ornamental
without being umseful. He did not think
there should.be a law to . prevent shop-
keepers from hanging up goods in the
strest outuide their doors (laughter), as he
thought such a practice was *a boon and
a blessing to men,” (Leoghterl. In reply
to Mr W. . Garrard he did net think
Parliameut should be abolished altogetber
(langhter) though he had set forth in his
speach his reasons for wishing to reform is,
He would be in faveur of bringing in the
old age pensions ae soon as poesible.
He would vote for the repeal of the C.D.
Act,but belisved that some measurs would -
have to be passed in the future for dealing -
with the matter, the provisions. of which
should apply equally to both men and-
women, (Applauss.} In reply to a question
as to whether ha was in favour of the award
being  paid in the case of the late J. H.
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Field in connecbion wibh the contract for
printing the roils which had been recom-
mended by the Potitions Committes, but
nob carried out by the Govervment, Mr
Fowlds said, without knowing the merita
of the case, he oconsidersd that as a
genoral principle when a Parliamentary
Committee made &  recommendation
that payment be made in  aabis-
faction of any claim or priavance, thab
rocommondation ought to be pgiven
effoct &0 by the Governmenb. Mr
Fowlds expres:ed himeelf atrongly in
favour of the weekly half-holiday. Hea
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could tell them that when he once kepta
litvle shop in Victorin-atreet, and when
the half holiday was unknown, the
monotony of the roukine of getting up in
the moraing, remaining in the shap all day
and going to bed again when the werk was
finished, made life hardly worth living.
The benefit of the half-heliday could nob be
valued too highly. '

On the maotion of My J. Bollard a hearty
vote of thanks was accorded by acclamation
to Mr Fowlds for his address, and after the
customary vate of thanks to the Chairman
the gathering disperaed,

H. BRETT, GENERAL PRINTER, SHORTLAND AND Forr STREETS.



