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PRE-SESSIONAL ADDRESS,

HON. GEORGE FOWLDS AT GREY LYNN.

INTERESTING POLITICAL SPEECH.

AN ENSHUSIASTIC MEETING.

The Hon, Geo. Fowlds, Minister of
Hdueation, addressed a meeting of his
constituents at the Tivoli Theatre, New-
ton, last night. The Mayor {Mr. W. J.
Holdsworth) presided, and the hall was
packed to its utmost capaeity. On the
stage were Messrs. C. I Tools, M.P., A,
®. Glover, M.P., T. Lawry, M.P.,, H. Po-
land, M.P., W. Beehan, M,L.C., B. Harris,
M.L.C., Dr. McDowell, J. Jenkin, G. L.
Peacocke, (. Sayers, . Bagley, T, J. H.
Ellisdon, R. W. Warnock. The Attorney-
Genersal (the Hon Dr. Findlay) was also
provided with a seat on the platform.

The Minister was accorded a splendid
reception, and the meebing was most
appreciative throughout. The spenker re-
ceived a most attentive and sympathetic
hearing, his zemarks being punctuabed
throughout by warm outbursts of ap-
applause. He commenced by referring to
+the loss sustained by the Empire through
the death of the King. Mr. Fowlds
also towched upon the departure Irom
New Zealand of Lord and Lady Plunket,
and eulogised the manner in which his
Excellency had performed his high duties.
Reference was next made to the death
of Mr. F. E. Baume, deep sympathy being
expressed for the deceased’s widow and
children and his mother. Mr. Fowlds
characterised Mr, Baume as a straight-
forward, honest, good man, unselfish and
ever looking after the interests of this
part of New Zealand. {Applanse.) * Mr.
Towlds also expressed his personal regret
at the loss sustained by the Catholic
Church through the death of Bishop
Lenihan. (Applause.)

COVERNMENT HOUSE SITE.

There were two or three subjects that

_had been sgitating the minds of the

peaple of Auckland for somc time past,
which he proposed to deal with at once.
The first of these subjeets was that of
Government House site. He had been
shocked and pained at some of the state-
ments he had scen in the columns of the
public Press, showing a complete want
of appreciation of the value to a demoo-
racy ‘of higher education. He had even
heard of sneers being indulged in ab ounr
Tniversity Colleges as being glorified
night-schools. The only touch he had
ever had wilh University education was
at night classes in connection with the
Andersonian Collsge in Glasgow, and
had therefore a very high appreciation of
that form of University work. To meet the

_needs of a democracy rfor higher educa-

tion, evening college classes must al-
ways be a leading feature. (Applause.)
In Scotland in hig time a very large per-
centage of the students passing through
the universities were the children of very
poor parenfs, and tremendous sacrifices
had to be made by the students and
their people to obtain higher edacation.
Here in New Zealand they had brought
our university education within the reach
of the children of the poorest parents
withont payment of any fees whatever.
This fact should be carefully borne in
mind by the people in connection with
this controversy. The great mass of the
people were more interested in securing
the efficiency of our university eclleges
than were the well-to-do people, for the
latter could always afford to send their
children to the European zeats of learn-
ing for their education, whereas the chil-
dren - of the wortkers mmust either be
educated bere or miss it altegether. At
the present time there were something
like one hundred New Zealand students



in the Old Counfry studying for the
medical and other profesgions, which
proved the necessity for a more thorough
equipment of university colleges in New
Zoaland to afford an equal opportunity
to the children of ine workers, Im
nearly every centre of New Zealand they
had now free kindergarten schools, from
which the children passed into the free
primary schools. If in the latter they
gained proficiency certificates they were
entitled to free scecondary or techniedl
education, and, on showing that they
wouid benefit by university instruetion
by passing the examination with eredit,
they might then recerve free edueation
in our university colleges.

“Regarding the question of Government
House site,” continued Mr Fowlds, “I de-
sireto say that before I beeame a Minister
of the Crown a very strong agitation had
existed to secure the Metropolitan
Grounds for university purposes. Om
agsuming the office of Minister of Educa-
tion, I found that there were then in-
superable difficulties in carrying out that
proposal, and, recogniging that the needs
of the unmiversity would in time necessi-
tate the use of the whole of Government
House site, ¥ set myself the task of seenr-
ing that magniflicent site for the edaca-
tional use and general benefit of the
people of this provinee. I consequently
discussed the questiod with a number of
leacding men interested in educational
matters, and it was in consequence of
information I supplied that the agitation
on the subjeet of a university site and
buildings was left in abeyance until a
suitable opportunity arose for giving
effect to my proposals.
great surprise to me to find even a few
objectors to the proposal that was an-

nounced in the Budget of last year. You.

will remember that practically no objee-
tion was raised then to the doing away
with Government House, the controversy
in the Press being mainly as to whether
a portion of the ground should also he
set aside for Grammar School purposes.
T had even then other proposals under
consideration for meeting the undoubted
needs of - the. Grammar School in the
matter of a suitable playground. I felt
then, as 1 feel now, that if would be a
huge mistake fo limit the possibility for
university exfension by complicating the
issue witk the needs of the Grammar
Echool. After the fullest investigation,
I know of no site in Auckland suitable
for university purposes except Govern-
ment. House grounds {applause and

" -versity College.

It was a very -

cries of *Noi”), the -area of which is
none oo large for preserit needs and
those of the near future. Here I might
remarly that the Queensland Goverament
has recently set aswxie the Brishana
CGovernment House sad grounds, which
include about thirty-five acres, for uni-
versity: purposes. Even that area of
land has been deemed by some fo he
insufficient for future extension. Inany
arrangement that may be made I can see
my way to make sdequate provision for
Grammar  Sechool  purposes without
trenching on Government House site, the
area of selection of suitable sites for
Grammar Bchool purposes being much
larger than that available for the Uni-
I fully expect to live fo
see the time when the population of the
Auckland Province will be much greater
than the present total population of
New Zealand. When that time arrives the
area of the Government House site will
be considered inadequate rather than too
large. (Applause.)

CHEAP SNEERS.

The Minigter went on to say that
some cheap sneers had been induiged in
about erecting on the grounds of Govern-
ment House sife & boarding-house for
young ladies and young gentiemen. He
bad no desive whatever to see a system
established that would set university
stndents in a elass by themselves, bub
he would say most emphatically (con-
sidering the faet that Anckland Univer-
sity College must serve the needs of the
whole province) that it was highly de-
sirable to have residential colleges both
for male and female students coming
irom the country distriets {(applavse),
for it must always be borne in mind
that we have to provide mot only for
Greater Auckland, but for the whole of
this great province, Some provision of
this kind had already been made both in
Dunedin and Wellington. In fhe case
of Dunedin, the matier of providing

_residential aceommodation for uvniver-

sity college shbudents was taken up by
the Rev. A, Cameron on behalf of the
Preshyterian Church. The Church gave a
site of ten acres, valued at £5000, and
£25,000 was spent on the buildings, of
which the magnificent sum of £10,000
was contributed by Mr and Mrs Jobn
Ross, of Dunedin, and £1350 was spent
in furnishing the buildings, Though
opened only about twelve months azo,
this resifential college was already quite
full, and other students were sceking



admission. - Of the fifty studeats in
residence, eleven were in the Theological
Hall, 39 were taking the Arts course at
the University, eight of them were pre-
paring .for the teaching profession, 15
were medieal students, one was studying
dentistry, and one law. If the auckland
University College was to adegquately
serve the needs of the provinee, some
similar accommodation would before very
long have to be provided, and the arca
of the proposed site would be found to
be none too large for this and the cther
purposes of the College.

“Before leaving this subject,” added
the Minister, *I desire to express my
regret that in conmection therewith T

have come into conflict with my
friend the editor of the ‘Auck-
land Star, who has rendered = yeo-
man service to democratic wmovements

and institutions in the past; bub in this
case my sense of publie duty to the pre-
sent and the future residents of Amek-
land Province has led me o take an
opposite view from him. I am by no
means unmindful! of the natural senti-
ment arising from the historical assai-
ations of the old place, and I know of no
better way of utilising that sentiment
than by intertwining it with the ‘uiure
edueational life of the province”  (Ap-
plause.) “Regarding the use of the
grounds for the publie of "Auckland, I
have all along intimated my intention
of seeuring to the people free access to
the grounds al all reagsonable iimes, In
that way the place will be of much
greater bemefit to the people than it has
ever been in the past.” (Applause.)

THEE KNYVETT CASE.

The Hon. Mr. Fowlds then went on to
deal with the Knyvelt case. This, he
said, was the second of the thornmy sub-
jects to which he had referred. A good
deal of wild falk and misrepresentation
had been indulged in in connection with
this matter, and .it was rather unfor-
tunate that, as in the ease of the Univer-
sity site, only one side of it had found
expression in the Auckland Press. Re-
cently we had a visit from Field-Marshal
Lord Kitchener, the greatest soldier of
the Empire, who gave an emphatie warn-
ing against allowing political or social
influenices o interfere with the adminis-
tration of defence matters, and the Gov-
ernment had all along been strenuously
endeavouring to resist such influences.
{Applause.) The Government could mot
afford to break the law in respomse %o
popular clamour, and it could not per-
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mit the adminisiration of the Defence
‘Department to be .condueted by mass
meetings, even though these meetings be
led by the Leader of the Opposition on his
way “to’ the steps of the throne itself”
{Laughter.) So far as’the agitation had
heen directed against the Government or
Col, Robin—and he thought most people
wounld admit that it had mainly been
directed against the one or the other—
it was (and he said this emphatically)
the most unworthy and unwarranted
political agitation he had ever known.
{Cries of “No” and “You are wrong.”)
The Government had nothing to fear from
a rehearing of the Knyvett case. {Cries
of “Why don’t you have it?”) The Gov-
erument had nothing to. gain in Te-
sisting such a rehearing, except the main-
tenance of ita own self-respect in impar-
tially rdministering the law as it stood.
In conmaction with this matter he might
point out that Caplain Knyvett had his
attention drawn by the officer ecommand-
ing the district to the fact that hig letter
was an Improper one, and was urged to
withdraw the offending matter, whieh he
refused to do. He wondered whether
the Knyvett committee had publizhed
that fact in the pamphlet which was sup-
posed te contain the whole facts of the
case. (Cries of “No”) As had heen re-
peatedly pointed ont by the Qovernment,
there was mo provision in the law of the
Dominion for granting a rehearing or an
appeal in such cases.

A voice: “There ought to be”

Mer. Fowlds: It had heen suggested that
the difficulty could ba got over by Colonel
Pobin demanding an inguiry into the
gerious charges that had heen mada
against him, and that in his own 1n-
terests he ought to make such a demand.
He (the Minigter) would here emphasise
what had been pointed out on different
oceasions, that Colonel Robin had nothing
whatever to do with the Knyvett case
¢rom before the time the ingmiry was
ordered. He had mever objected to the
holding of the inquiry that was now
being demanded;. indeed, he asked at
once that such an inguiry should be
held, (A volee: “Then it should have
been held.”y Tt was ‘not, l.mwe‘ver, 50
easy to provide for guch an inguiry, for
the reason that military law and custom
demanded that a Court of Inquiry can
be composed only of officers of equal or
of superior rank to the officer whose con-
duct was the subject of the inquiry, and
they had no officers in the Dominion of
equal or of saperior rank to the Chief
of Staff. All efforts to overcome this



diffieulty had so far been unsuccessiul,
but the recent anmouncement made ¥
the Prime Minister at Hokitika that
Tord Kitchener- had, when in New Zea-
land, been commissioned to select an offi-
cer of high rank fo take charge of the
New Zealard Defence Forces ags Com-
mandant, would in all probability result
in the means heing provided of overcom-
ing the difficulty. When the new Com-
mandant arrived in New Zealand he
wowld be appointed one of a board to
inquire into the charges made against
Colonel Robin. He felt, therefore, that

in due time Mr, Enyvett and his friends -

would have an opportunity of the fullest
inquiry they could desive. (Hear, hear.)

A voice: “What about justiee for
Knyvett

The Minister added that an inquiry
could be held only after Parliament had
by statute made such o rehearing legal.
The Government wouid give Parliament
the opportunity of making this provision
during the coming sessiom.

Another demand that had been made,
zaid Mr Fowlds, in connection with the
matier, was that a Royal Commission
be set up to consider the whole organiza-
tion and administration of the Defence
Department, but to set up sach a Com-
mission of Inquiry into an organization
which the Government by passing the
Defence Act of last session had decided
to re-madel from top to bottom, would
surely he the height of political absur.
dity. (Hear, hear.) For geveral months
during the Prime Minister's absence in
England last year he had charge of the
Defence Department, and was conse-
quently brought info close persomal
touek with {olonel Robin, and he had
ne hesitation in saying that he was a
eareful and painstaking officer and one
who would not be likely to infliet an in-
Justice npon anybody. In convlusion, he
would polnt out that neither the Prime
Minister nor any other member of the
Government had publicly discussed this
question. except in reply to deputations.
believing that it wonld be disastrous to
the country tc have the administration
of the Defence Department drasged in-
to the arema of party politics. (Ap-
plause.}

NORTH AUCKLAND RAILWAY.

The third thorny subject concerned
the route of the North Auckland Rail-
way. Though he had given very conm-
siderable attention to thiz subfect, he
kad not hitherto publicly expressed any

opinion on if, The suggestion that poli-
tical considerations, had influenced - the

_decision of the Minister of Public Worka

was absurd. As a matter of fact, it was
Mr Alfred Harding, the Opposition candi-
date for the Kaipara seat at the last
general election, who first directed the
speaker’s attemtion to the faet that
motives other than the best interests
of New Zealand were responsible for
diverting the raillway to the eastward
of the route that would best scrve the
settlers and the country generally. In
the session of 1908 a deputation of set-
tlers from the North went to Welling-
ton in support of a petition that a sur-
vey be made of what was considered to
be a more central route than the one
which was supposed to have been adopt-
ed. He was s member of the Public
Petitions Committee that heard the evi-
dence and considered the petition. He
went to the Committee, if anything, pre-
judiced in favour of what he understood
was the route recommended by the en-
gineers of the Department, but the evi-
dence' and argumenis in favour of the
western route were s0 convineing that
he resolved to take the first opportunity
of visiting the distrlet and investigat-
ing the matter for himself, so that he
might form an unbiassed opinion from
personal observation on the merits of
the rival roufes, When the deputation
was in Wellington in  conneetion with
their petition they waited on the Hon.
Mz Hall-Tones, who was then Mmister
of Public Worksy, and he knew from con-
versations he had with him at the time
that he alzo was very much impressed
with the representations made to him
by the deputation. He therefore pro-
mised the deputation two things: (1)
that a survey of the suggested route
would be undertaken, and (2) that no
construetional work would he done be-
yond the point of the suggested devia-

-tion until after o sorvey had been made

and fully considered, The speaker took
the first opportunity he had after the
session of visiting the distriet. This
was belween Christmas Day and the end
of 1008, On the journey he was accom-
panied by one of the engineers on the
works, who was able £0 afford Mm very
valuable information regarding the coun-
try, as well ag the maps and the plans
that had been supplied by the Publie
Works Department. After hearing the
views of a large number of the settlers
on both routes. and seeing a good deal
of the country, he formed a very definite
and decided opinion that the western
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. route was the one that would best“serve

the interests of the district, and be most

'remunerative to the Railway Department

wilen completed. Though pressed to
make a statement by the representatives
of the two newspapers that accompanied
him, he ecarefully refrained from doing
so for two reasons, namely, that he did
not want in any way to embarrass his
colleagne, the new Minister of Puoblie
Works, who had promised him (Mr
Fowlds) to pay an early visit of inspee-
tion himself, in case hiz  conclusions
ghould be different from the speaker’s,
Further, he wanted to avoid the possi-
bility of any delay in the progress of the
workg while the guestion of the route
was being settled. On his return to
Wellington, he refrained from expressing
his opinion to the Hon. R. McEenzie re-
garding the rivel routes, but drew his
atlention to two or three maiters he
had diseovered In the course of his
travels, viz.: (1) that in spite of the
definite promise of his predecessor lo
have the suggested western route sur-
veyed, no such survey had boon made;
(2} that in spite of the definite promise
of his predecessor that the constructional
work would not be proceeded with be
yond the point of the proposed devia-
tion until a survey had been made and
considered, the work had actually pro-
gressed for a considerable distamce be-
yord that point; and (3) that the maps
supplied to him by the Depariment
showed the proposed deviation as heing
longer and not so straight as the eas-
tern route, whereas the appearances on
the ground indicated that the western
route would be shorter, straighter, and
more easgily constructed than the eas-
terr rouie—(subsequent surveys had
gonfirmed this impression); and (4) that
the terminal point of the railway at
MeCarroll’s Gap, as shown on the Public
Works map, was some three miles to the
eastward of the Gap proper. When the
Hon. R. McKenzie, Minister of Public
Works, himself examined the routes he
arrived at the same conclusion as the
speaker had done, and he really conld
not understand any unbiassed person
who knew the country coming to any
other conelusion. :

" THE ROYAL COMMISSION,
Those favouring the eastern route asked
“if the evidence in favour of the western
route is so eonclusive, why not agree fo
submit the questiom to the Royal Com-
wizgion which it is proposed to appoint
to congider the rowte of the railway

north of MeCarroll’'s Gap?” The answer
to -this was that the time has gone by
for such a commission, ag the works have
been proceeding for nearly twelve months
along the route decided mpon. The posi-
tion taken wp by the Auckland Press at
the fime of the visits of Mz. McKenzie
and himself was the correct one. Im or-
der to prevent any delay in the prosecu-
tion of the work, they ecalled uwpon the
Minister of Public Works to make an
early decigion regarding the rival routes,
and counselled all comeerned to fall in
loyally with the Minister’s decision, He
quoted the following from articles that
appeared at the time. The * Awnckland
Star ** of the 31st December, 1803, wrote
as follows:—If the Northern distriet
settlers positively cannot agree ahoui the
choice of routes, their only safe eourse. is
to leave it to the Railway Department
and the Minister in charge.” The " New
Yealand Herald,” in its leading article on
the subject on the 12th TFebruary, 1904,
gaid: “We do not envy Mr B. McKenzie
hig task, for he is gqaite certain to dis-
appoint very Dbifterly ome side or the
other, and né kindly man likes to do that.
. ... Whatever Mr. McKenzie’s decision
may be, it should be loyally and cordially
accepted, out of regard for general in-
terests that are very much greater than
any parochial interesis can possibly be.”
Mr. Fowlds went on to say that he did
not propose to say anything relative to
the motives underlying the first decision
to carry the line for nearly twenty miles
along the fanthills of the Waipu moun-
tain range, where me trafiie, either in
goods or passengers, eould be expeeted
from fthe eastern side of the rajlway
without the use of flying machines, and 4t
the same time to miss the opportunity of
tapping the navigable watels of the
great Kaipara river, which will gerve as
4 feeder to this main line in the same
way as o branch line would do. He had
only to add that ¥ the Hon. Rederiek
MceKenzie never did any greater service
to his country than to settle this ques-
tion in the way he had dome, he will atiil
deserve the undying gratitude of the
people not only of Nortk Anckland, but
of the whole Dominion. {Applause.)

GOVERNMENT NOT SO POPULAR.
It had been suggested to him that
the Government was not so popular as it
had been. (A voice: “That’s a0} That
might be either the fault of the
Government or the people who were
dizcontented. {Launghter.) If  the
members of a Government did what



they believed to be right, they
were houngd to come into comflict with
some people, (Applause.) Then, too,
last year, the Government was compelled
to go in for drastic retrenchment, and
any Government that did that must in-
eur a good deal of unpopularity, (Ap-
plause.) He contended that the vecord
of the past four years for either adminis-
tration or legislation was ome that no
Government nced be ashamed of. {Ap-
plause.} The session of 1009 was Jooked
upon as a record one for the important
measures passed. Mr. Fowlds instanced
the Native T.and Act, Defence Act, State-

guaranieed Advances Aet, ag illustrations -

of the good mcasures that had been
passed into Jaw last ycar. As to the
Native Land Aect, Mr. Fowlds recom-
mended his hearers to read the report
of the Hon, Dr. Findlay's addvess de-
livered at Whangarei to see what had
been actually dome. He mentioned that
£500,000 a year was to be spent for the
next few years in the purchase of native
lands, and also stated 10v Government
and 30 to 40 contract surveyors were at
work. . He said the papers were always
crying out for gettling the native lands,
but if .people would look around the
conntry, they would see large areas of
European-cwned land also lying idie.
They should ireat the Kuropean and the
Mzaori owner of unused Jand in much the
same manner. (Applause.) There was
another side to this question. What was
golrg to happen when all the Crown
land and native land was disposed of?
Then would come the time of the land
monopolist fo exact his own terms, (Ap-
plause.) The Govermment of that day
would require to bring in something of
the principles of Llayd George’s Budget
o ensure that the land was made avail-
able for the use of the people.  {Ap-
plause. ) : .
NOT WAR, BUT DEFENCH,

He had seen = paragraph going around
the newspapers to the effect that ome
member of the Cabinet, and he, too, not
a Southern member, was opposed to the
Defence Act. He took that to mean him.
self. (Laughter.) Now, he wished to suy
straight out that he hated war—(ap-
plause) —and the military spirit that
tended to develop that jingoism which
was caleulated to provoke war. (Ap-
plause.} Having said that, he wished to
make it quite clear that he believed in
the people being trained to defend their
country. {Applause.) He saw no ob-
jection to physical education and train-
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ing fo long as the consecience of those
peaple "~ who were utterly opposed to
war was not forced. Under the present
Act such objectors could not be com-
pelled to undertake miliary duties, but
they would have to take up equivalent
civil duties in lieu thereof. (Applause.)
INDUSTRIAL SULICOLS.

A very important plece of legislation
passed last year was the Industrial
Schools Aet. This was intended to deal
with degenerates withoub respect to age
in regard to their detention. At pre-
sent the maximum age was 21, and in
the past it had been the custom in cer-
tain cases for degenerale young people
to cause much trouble in the latier
stages of ftheir treatment, knowing that
they would be legally Iree when they
reached 21 yoars of age. Now they
would have to restrain and behave them-
selves under the knowledge that they
could be detained indefinitely if they
did not do ac.

The Minister alsc dealt briefiy with
the amendments to the 0ld Age Pen-
sions Aet, and the placing of the Death
Duties Aet on the Statute Book last
session. )

HOSPITALS AND CHAKRITABLE- AID.

The Hospitals and Charitable Institu-
tions Act was one of the most important
measures passed last session. The re-
form in the law effected by this Act was
not so apparent in the Auekland district
as in other parts of New Zealand; in
Auckland the hospital and all the charit-
able institutions had all along been
under the control of the one Board, In
other parts of New Zealand tkey fre-
quently had threc or four Boards dealing
with these institutions. Ie was glad to
gay that the new Act was now well un-
der way, and though it was somewhat
early to spealk, there was every reason
for helieving that its provisions would
be for the general advantage of the
country. He .must confess, however,
that he was someihat disappointed at
the laek of interest manifested in the
recent electiors, but neverthelezss he was
bound to admnit that the personnel of the
Boards elected was undoubtedly excel-
ient, and a very large proportion of the
tmembers .had had .previous experience
of hospital and charitable aid work onm
the old boards. The responsibilities of
the members werc many and widely di-
vergent, and should only he gradaally
assumed as the boards, 20 to speak, felt
their way; but one responsibility that
he hoped the boards would speedily as-



- gume +was that of a Board of Health.
“Just at present the majority of boards
were considering the eourse of aection
they would pursue with regard to - the
Act, and the reports of the various poliey
commibttees that had been set up were
Deing awaited with interest. With Ifs
policy clearty defined and well borne in
mind, a board could gradually put into
aetion those provisions of the Aet that
they may be ready fo undertake in the
order of their relative importance.

It was somewhab early yet to expeet

the Boards to set up special committees
composed of members of the Boards and
representatives of the various philan-
thropic socleties, with a view $o placing
on & better footing the admiuistration of
charitable relief. At present the oves-
lapping and abuse of charily oceasioned
by a somewhat indiseriminate doling out
of alms, was having a very bad effeci on
a cerbain section of the commurity, and
he sincerely trusted that by means of
such committees, many of the defects of
the present gystem would be obviated.

THE DECREASING BIRTH RATE,

To these committess of “ Bocial Wel-
fare,” added the Hon. Mr. Fowlds, he
hoped to aee appointed a fair proportion of
women, for there were many questlons
in connection with this important braneh
of social work that could be best settled
by good and eapable women, They should
try to get women to come forward for
work on comunittees, and also as district
visitors, for in either of fhese capacities
they could furnish a link in the system
that could scarcely be filled with advan-
tage by men. The subject of women and
women’s work ealled to his mind another
matter important te this ecouniry, and
to the Empire at large, and that was the

decrease in the birth-rate. Withouts donbs

that was a very serious danger to the
nation, and kad been aptly designated as
“Race suicide.” It was a subjeet that
should be taken in hand by the patriot,
the parson and the polifician, and its
evils should be thundered alike from pul-
pit and Press. There was no need to go
into the details of that evil—rather
should they try to suggest a practical
remedy, and whether that remedy—or
rather one of the many remedies needed
—would be brought about by giving spe-
ginl asgistance to maternity patients, or
by other means, the maiter was being
well considered, and the Government
shortly hoped to be able to offer to the
expecting mother assistance in the hour
of her need, so that it could moi he said
that the cost of medical and nursing at-

tendance will any longer prevent a wo-
man from facing the responsibilities and
dangers of child-birth. And while eom-
sidering the mothers, they must not for-
geb the children. He hoped before long
to have a practical system of medieal in-
spection and treatment for schocl chii-
dren presented to the Dominion. Per-
haps some may scoff abt what
they may think TUtoptan fhe ideas
he had propounded, but he trusted to be
able to show the people of the Dominion
that the schemes of the idealist were
nob neecssarily illogieal or impracticabie.
{Applanse.}

MENTATL HOBPITALS.

Begarding the mental hospitals, which
were under his control, the Minister said
he had every reason to believe that there
was complete harmony in the stalls in
these institutions. Tkis he thought was
accounted for by the following faets:—
(1) That good service wag expected, and
persons unsuitable fo look after patients
were weeded out. {2) That there iz an
improvement in the salaries, namely, of
atfendants increazed by £7 10/ per
annura, and of nurses by £5 per annum.
The salaries of the engineers employed by
the Department had also been raised, and
those of the various artisans had been
brought into line with existing awarda.
Special attention had been given to the

" iraining of attendants and nurses by

lectures and demonstrations, the results
being tested later on by examination, and
registration certvificates were awardeqd ac-
cording to merit, AN persons holding
responsible positions in the Department
had carried oui their labours in a most
conseientions and praiseworthy manner,
and had bheen faithfully supported by
their subordinates. . The returns from
the farms had largely assisted fo suppori
the patients, thereby tending to reduee
the cost of maintenance. The value of
the produce raised on the farms of the
mental Thospitals had inereased from
£14,300 in 1806, the year when he took
charge of the Department, to rather over
£17.200 in 1909, When the new mextal
hospital gets into working order, he ex-
pected a substantial addition to the
revenue from this source. Regarding the
new mental hospital, a misapprehensions
scemed to have gof inbto the minds of
people thai it was to replace existing in-
stitutions. This was entirely an errone-
ons idea. It would be neither possible
nor expedient to adopt such = poliey,
but the new mental hospital was intended
to meet demands-for extensions for a
good many years to come. All the exist-



ing institutions were about as large as
they ought to be comsidering the limited
area of land available for their use.

EDUCATION,

Bducafion is ome of the most impor-
tant of the natiom’s concerns, comtinued
the Minfster, and it was perhaps not
unnatural that nearly every one should
consider himself as more or less of an
educational expert, Indeed, a witly
member of the recent Inspectors’ Com-
ference stated in a speech that “if yom
were to let off a gun in Lambton Quay
you couldn’t help hitting at least a hun-
dred educational experts.,” But the in-
stitution and management of a complets
national system of education was in
reality one of the most complex problems
that could be set to any man or body of
men, So much was this the case that in
England the solution of the problem had
defied the efforts of Parliament, the
Educstion Department, and the various
public bodies that deall with the matter,
Here, however, no doubt, the problem
was mueh simpler than at Home, and it
might be fairly claimed that, at all
events as far as the machinery provided
by the State is concerned, the system was
not far from complete. Portions of the
machinery had not yet been sel in opera-
tion, because the fact that in the same
locality primary education, secondary
education, and technical education were
in the hands of two, three, or even four
different authorities which had no special
inducements to act in co-operation; and
partly, no doubt, owing to the imperfec-
tions of the human agents prome to error
in educatior as in every other depart-
ment of human life. Briefly examining
the machinery which the Stafe provided
he said (1) there were primary schools,
where attendance was free and compul-
sory until the age of 14 (unless a child
passes Standard V.); (2) a boy or girl
who passed satisfactorily through the
primary course and gained a certificate
of proficiency, whether =e gained a
scholarship or not, is eligible for a junior
free place, which might be held at a
secondary school, technieal school, or dis-
trict high school for two years or more.
If his work during that time was satis-
factory, he was awarded a senior free
place, which he might hold at the second-
ary school, techmical school. or district
high school for a further period, gener-
ally speaking, until he was nineteen—
though- that limit did not obtain in the
cage of a technical school. The Educa-

tion Board scholarships and junior na-
tional schelarships -provided . hoarding
allowances for country pupils to atiend
gecondary schools, and for those who did
not gain scholarships théey had 60 or 70
aistriet high schools, so that even now
very few country children qualified for it
need he without recondary education of
some kind; (3} our University Colleges
were most democratic in character, the
number of entrance scholarships was
large, and even if a student did not
gain o scholarship his feea were paid for
him if he gained credit im the entrance
examinations of the Univeraity, that was
to say in the University Junior Scholar-
ship examination; (4) if a student
wished to become a teacher the training
colleges were open to him, free, upon res-
sonable qualifications — nowhere else
were the liberal allowances given to
training college students that were given
in New Zealand. Here, he was put o ng
expense whatever—elsewhere he had al-

" most invariably to provide the whole or

pary of the cost of his training; (5) if
a student passed successfully through
his University course, they offered him
inducements in the shape of New Zea-
land research scholarships (£100 az year
and expenses for two or three years) te
pursue research on some subject likely
te be of commereial or industrial im-
portance. He might, of course, obtain a
Rhodes Scholarship, or an Internationat
Exhibition Scholarship entitling him to
pursue his studies further in Europe.
Beveral times had Rhodes and Imterna-
tional Exhibition Scholarships been
galned by Auckland students, but so
far no Auckland candidate had offered
h1r_nself or herself for a Research Scholar-
ship. In the South the Research scholars
had been doing good work, and from
what he heard, it was not unlikely that
discoveries or inventions of high com-
mercial value might be the result of
vheir researches. HEven if tuat were not .
the case, he was sure they were doing
right in {raining the young people to
methods of research in conmection with
their own industries.

THE SYLLABUS.

Perhaps they would hear less now on
the text of the primary sehool syllabus,
as the General Educatiopal Conference
held in February last carried the fol-
lowing resclution: “That, in the opinion
of this Conference, the syllabus of werk
for primary schools. is based on sound
principles, and is° gemerally well adapted



to the needs of our pupils.” The small
amendments in the details of the sylla-
pus that in the course of the diseus-
sion at the Imspectors’ Conference were
shown to be degirable, would, he ex-
pected, shortly be made. He had dwelt
on the main features of the educablon
system, because in the process of eriti-
cism abtention was naturally directed
fo mere details, and the -critics often
could nmot see the wood for the trees.
During the past year he.had been ex-
periencing the fact that it was much
easier to be popular when your pocket
was full of money than it was whén yeu
have to practise economy.  (Laughter
and applause.)

Attention had been directed lately to
the withdrawal of the special eapitation
of 94 to school committees, to the
lessened amount of last year's grants for
the maintenance and rebuillding of
sehools, and to the withdrawal of the
grant for public libraries. It was well
understood now, he thought, that some
refrenchment was absolutely necessary.
An increase of £104,000 in the edacation
vote for one year—and that a year of
restricted revenue—was more than any
Minister of Finance could bhe expected to
provide, and it appeared to the Govern-
ment that less harm would be dome to
education by reducing the expenditure
_in the directions named than in any
other. The total amounnt saved by al
the boards, last year, at least, had
the special capitation to school commit-
tees been paid would have been enough
to pay the special capltation; and all
the boards last. year, at leasi, had
brlances large enough to have paid the
extra capitation that year, had they
been so disposed. None of them, as Iar
a8 he was aware, did so. The greaber
elasticity of the finances of the Dominion
would enable this question of allow-
ances to school committees to be dealt
with in a broad way. The compulsory
temperary withdrawal of the grants had
- at least had one advantage—it had call-
ed attention to the great disparify be-
tween the rates of the allowances paid
to school committess in the various dig-
tricts. While the average rate per pupil
over the whole of New  Zealand was in
1903 (before the 9d was granted) 5/7,
the rate (exciusive of the 89d) was in
1908 5/33, and in 1909 5/4%, a general
reduction of 33d and 24d per head re-
spectively. One Board had reduced the
allowsnces by 2/4% per head; some
boards had slightly inereased the rate,
bat had aspparently imposed other Dbux-

dens upon the school fund. In 1809 the
rates varied from 3/5 to 6/5% a head.
Obviously, there wag room for reform,
but the guestion was beset with many
difficulties.

BUILDING GRANTS.

The Minister went on to speak of the
reduotion of the mainienance building
grants, which, it might be remarked, had
nothing to do with new buildings—the
cost of the lafter being meb by grants
oub of the Public Works Fund. If was
necessary to - emphagise the fact fhat
the reduetion was made by omitting the
portion of the grant intended for the
rebunilding of schools. This should have
created mo immediate diffieulty fo any
board, for all boards had, or should
have had, sufficient balances on this ac-
count to provide for all schools requiring
to be rebuill during the next two or
three years. Unfortunately, some of the
boards had diverted part of this money
to new buildings, a purpose for which
Parliament had not voted it, and so
found themselves in a difficulty of their
own  making. The amount, he hoped,
would be Testored this year, and care
would be taken that the boards did not
guffer in the end any diminution of the
amounts that should be avaiable for the
rebuilding as well =as for the repair
of schools. Tt would alse be possible to
restore the library vote this year. The
railway concessions to teachers fravel-
ling to classes had already been resbored,
with certain safeguards which experience
had shown necessary to prevent abuse.

SOME IMPORTANT WORKS.

Speaking of grants for free achodd
books, the Minister said, in spite of the
fears expressed in some quarters, the
grants had proved to be ample for the
purpose in every district where the sys-
tem hag been fully fried. During the
last few years (i.e., while he had been
Minister of Education) they could point
to many importani advances—e.g.: (1)
Agrienltural instruction had been taken
up with more or less enbhusiasm in a
large number of country public schools,
and a good scheme of agricultural educa-
tion had heen initiated by the aid of
liberal granmts in digtriet high seheols—
one or two of the secondary sehoolls were
also giving attention to this Important
sulbject; (2) -the training colleges had
heen fully developed by the provision of
new buildings, the improvement of the
ataffs and the increased allowances to
students; (3) the pumber of pupils re-
ceiving some form of secondary instrue-



+ion had increased nearly twofold, and
the increased capitation giver had en-
.abled the secondary schools which have
little or no endowment to raise their effi-
-cleney by improving their staffing—seve-
ral new secondary schools had been built
out of public funds; (4) the research
.scholarships already mentioned had been
established; (5) the inspection of pri-
vate primary and secondary schools had
been established on a regular basis; (6)
& special school for defective boys had
‘been established—he hoped soon to esta-
blish a similar sehool for girls; (7} the
primary school teachers had had their
salaries raised, and had been practically
-secured against any fall of salary due to
-causes ofher than incompetence and mis-
conduet; (8) the superannuation benefits
have been greatly increased in- wvarious
“ways; (9) the “Sehool Journal” had been
-established, and its general popularity
and the high approval of it expressed by
competent authorities had more than
Justified the moderate expenditure upon
1t. (Appianse.)
OPPOSITION BUGBEARS.

Another very important question, par-
ticularly to housewives and poorer peo-
ple was the reduction in Customs duties
on drticles of food. The duties collected
«on ordinary articles of food in 1900
amounted to £289,436, whereas in 1908,
on the same foodstufls, owing to the re-
-fmctions that the Government had made,
the duties amounted to only £68650. (A
voiee: What about sugar?) Well, it
is a halipenny per pound less than
it was four years ago. After all that
had been dome, still the Leader of the
Opposition would say: “We have got
a bad Government.” There was only one
Government that would be good in Mr
Massey’s opinion, and that would be one
in which he was the leader. Mr Massey
was & fresholder. (A volee: Quite right,
too!) He (Mr Fowlds) was also a free-
‘holder, hut with taxation, The interests
of the State had as muek right to pro-
tection from the individnal as the indivi-
dual had for protection from the
‘Btate. (Applause.) Replving to a re-
cent speech by Mr Jas, Allen at Milton,
regarding the graduated land tax, Mr
Fowlds said the member for Bruce had
‘been more than ordinarily amugsine. Mr
Allen claimed that the Government
would have been in hot water over its
Land Bill had it not been for the Oppo-
sition. Tikewise. Mr ‘AlMlen had taken
mueh credit to himself with regard to
the finaneial position, accusing the Gov-
ernment of stealing most of his sugges-
tions, The Opposition was not quite
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‘ing that.

stieh & happy family as they tried to
make out, and he referred to the diffe-
rent opinions held on the Dreadnought -
gift and the fecling over Lord Kitchener’s
report on the defence of New Zealand.

Leferring to the movement in favour
of creating an Independent ILabour
party, the Minjster said he had, by his
advoeacy of certain progressive legisla-
tion, brought on his head strong sforms
of criticism. He was anxious to do his
very. best in favour of the masses of this
country. But he was comvinced that it
was in the best interests of the péople of
New Zealand as s whole that the Tiberal
and Lahour party should hold together.
The interests and claims of Labour, for
many years, at any rate, would be best-.
served by working with the Liberal party.
He was willing %0 admit that the pro-
pressive sentiment of the people was
a little ahead of that of Parliament.
But the Government was at least as
progressive as . the Parliament of the
counfry. If -they wanted more, they
mush send more progressive members to
the House of Representatives. He claimed
that the radical sentiments in other
‘countries were tending towards a measure
that he had been advocating for many
years ago. The passing of the Budget
in Great Britain was am epock-making
event. If New Zealand for the past 18
years had had one clause of that Budget
in operation, namely, that providing for
the taking of 20 per cent. of the in-
creased value of land for publie pur-
poses, it would have meant £1,180,767 per
annum, The annual .increase in land
value had beenm nearly six millions.
They were “told by some people
that that was the result of  over-
valuation, but the Government did not
find that to be the ease when it wanted
to buy land at the valmations given.
(Langhter.) They saw oceasionally in
Auckland newspapers complaints regard-
ing injustice to Auckland. Tt was, how-
ever, recognised outside Anckland that
it was a very difficult community to
work for, or please—(laughter) —and for
the Izst month or two he had been realis-
(Lauvghter.) That, however,
did not apply to the electors of Orey
Liynn. (Applause.) He had received
such appreciation from the electors of
CGrey Lynn that he was willing to serve
them and the Dominion so long as they
wanted him to do so, and so long as he
félt he was able to properly perform the
services required. (Applause.)

Mr. Armstrong (secretary to the Kny-
vett Defence Committes) asked if Mr.



Towlds would support the passing of a-
special Act providing for a new irial fer
Captain EKnyveit.

Mr. Fowlds replied that if Mr. Arm-
strong would read in the newspapers the
report of his speech he would see what he
(the speaker) was prepared to do
{Laughter.)

In reply to Mr T. L. Thompson, the
Minister said as soon as there was evi-
dence of need for further accommo-
dation at the Richmond School the mat-
ter would receive favourable considera-
tiom.

Mr. G Sayers (ex-Mayor of Grey
Lynn) moved:— That this meeting ae-
cords & hearty vote of thanks to the Hon.
Geo, Fowlds (Minister of Education) for
his able address, and expresses its con-
tinued confidence i him as the represen-
tative of Grey Lynn, and in the Govern-
ment of which he is a member.” :

Mr ¥. J. H, Ellisdon seconded the
motion,

The Hon. Dr. Findlay, K.C. (Minister
for Jusiice and Attorney-General), being
agked by the chairman to address
the meeting, said he would inter-
vene for only a few moments before
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the pronouncement of a benediction on
what - had been a very siuccessful ad-
dress. He had only jnst landed from the
‘Whangarel boat after 4 very calm pas
sgge, and he guessed, from what he har
just observed, that the Minister of
Edueation had had an equally easy pas-
sage. Mr Fowlds, however, was at his
best when buffeting in a storm of ad-
verse criticiam. He was a typical sailor,
but he had one fault—he was no trim-
mer. The Minister of Educstion would
sconer sail by the stars in the heavens
than by the loudest shoufs from the
ghore. (Applawse.) The Hon. Dr. Find-
lay added further tributes to the good
qualities of the Hon. Mr Fowlds, and
to his work 23 the head of the Edu-
eation Department.

On heing put to the meeting the motion
was carried, there being only two or
three dissentients.

After three cheers had been given for
him, Mr, Fowlds expressed hig thanks for
the enthusiastie expression of continued
confidence, and to Mr. Hayward for
granting him the use of the Theatre. On
hig motfon the Chairman was accorded a
vote of thanks for presiding.

{From The Aucklond Ster, Friday, 3rd June, 1810.}

Printed at Star Office, Auckland.

e



