Mg, CHATRMAN,—

‘ of again niéating the“Eieéto:"s of Grey Lynmn ' public m'eetirig-é.ssgmblé_‘di

- Lapmed AND‘GENTLEMQ_.:.. _ T R e S

oL e e 1 2 glad to have ‘the opp ittty
A
good ‘many important events have happened sinee last we  wiet.-- ‘Per—_haph the

most important political event affecting our relationship has been my resigration - '

from the Ministry. I know from 1y friends that they apprové iy action with
practical unanimity. My opponents would like to see me not only out of the
Ministry; but ent of Parliament, so T espect that for once my action has met
with - their '_approv'a,l algso. I have already, both in.the “‘House and tl}rough “tha
Press, given' my réasons pretty fully for the course I took. I have very little
that I want to add to what 1 have already stated: In meny of the great crises

of life it ik difficult to aseribe to any ome incident the reason for our actions.

__T¢ ‘some extent, that was my position. It ia nseless to expect that eight men

gan be gob together to form & Government who wilt be able to see’eye-to eye
on cvary subject, and I did mot meke that mistake, During my tenure of office,
the Govériment did many things of which I did not wholly approve, and omitted
to do many things whieh I think they ought to have dome. But pot one of
these zefs of cmission or commission was of itself sufficient in my judgment to
warfant my leaving the Goverament, I say this because I know ihat some of
my, friends thinl that I ought to have left earlier than 1 did. Vou must judge
Govermments as you should judge jndividuals, by taking a general average of
their .actions. If you take an individual and judge bim. on = single action,
whether it be his best or his worst, your judgment will be an enbirely erroneous
one:. It is the same with Gaovernments, . - Lo o - ‘

I" was peviectly sindere when I stated in Parliament -that I believed- the
legislation passed by the Ward Government would be accorded an honoured
place by the, future historian of New Zealand. I ean also say with - perfect:
sincerity that the administration of the Goverhment has been; on the whole, hoth
oificlent and honest. At the same time, I think that the Government has failed
to grasp the spirit of the times in which we live. It has failed to take account
of the economic factors which have been at work making the conditions of life
for the mass of the peoplé, even in years of prosperity, more precarious than
it used to be. He would be a foolish persom, or a wieleed person, who vould
contend, considering the higher cost of living, that the wages of the wage-
earners gemerally was higher to-day than it was ten or fifteen years ago.

vou will have noticed that the Covernment proposes to set up a com-
mission t0 inguire info the high cost of living, and I suppose to suggest means

of meeting the difficulty. It amazes me to find a government, or evei & man, -
 seekinig Parliamentary homours, eonfessing or professing that hé does not know .
_the causes of this evil, and is unable to guggest cures that would help ‘towards

removing it. I hope during my speech to-night to lay bare some of the causes
and suggest cures, and I shall be very much surprised if I ain unable to ‘convince

" the most of you that the causes are evident, and the remedy Iying to oun hand,
Tt was mainly for the purpose of having a freer hand to deal with such subjects, -

and thereby giving a fillip to the reform forces of the Dominion, that I resigned:
from the Ministry. Some of my friends have asked me why I did not at once

- start a campaign throughout the country for the purpose of promulgating my .




2

views, and rallyisg supporters to my ideals in view of the approachiag Greneval
Rlection. My reasons for not doing so weve of a twofold nature. In the first -
place. theve was insuficient time to make a really effective campaign. If I hasdi
started sucl 2 movement and had gained only meagre results, the movewent
would have been digeredited. No allowance would lave been made for the
shortness of time which was pvailable. At the same time, I want toc say that
even now my resignation has nob been barrei of vesuits. I am of opinion that’
the last Budget presenfed to Parliament was @ more progressive doctunent thai
it would have been 1ad I not resigned.” T'am further of opinion that 2 gondly
number-of the members wheé will pe elected to the new Parliament will be more
pmgéessive than would hnve been the case had T continued to be a member
of the Government. N : C

But my second reason is even moye imporiant. T yesigned for the purpose
of giving help to the reform apirit of the country, and net for the purpose of
helping the Tory-Reactionaries arrayed nnder M, Massey's Banner.

1f I had started off on 2 tearing, raging campaign throughout the country,
with only. a few weeks ot my disposal, wy action would, to some extent, have
refleated on the Government, and might, by dividing: the progressive elements.
have helped to return 2 few more supporters of the Tory Leader. Ag it s, T
expect Mr, Massey to have fawer followers in the next Parliament than he has
had in the Parliament which has just expired. IE that is not the result of the
election, the reason will be found in the faulty and abswrd Electoral system
under which the Elections are being held. I am quite certain that if the true-
‘volce of the people id reflected in the Elections, his supporters will be fewer.
Ope member of the House during the last Session, told the Leader of the
Opposition, rather unkindty, perhaps, but with a great deal of truth, that he had
road hoard brains. He and his lieutenants are mighty erities of petty eash,
snd past-masters of the art of pin-pricking; but for anything approaching con-
- structive statesmamship, or 2 wide outlook on National questions, we Lave never
had in this country such ‘an utterly bankrupt Opposition. If I hag for ome.
moment believed. that my resignation could by any possibility have resulted’
in the return-of a majority of members willing to follow Mr. Massey, I should
have felt it my duty to remain wheve T was. 1 believe sucl a result to be an
impossibility- What this couniry wants and must have is a moreé progressive
Government than the present one, not a more reactionary one. I believe my
resignation will help and not hinder the avolution of a more progressive Govern- .
ment. Some of my critics have cavilled at my use of the term: “New Evangel”
when announeing my resignation to the House, while the Tory Press and poli-
ticians think that they have disposed of me for good by. shouting “Qingle Taxt”
Suppose, then, for the. present, we lay aside both of these terms, “The New
Evangel” and “The Single Tax.” ' . Cay o

. 1 want to lay before you what T think ought to be the practical platform
of the Liberal party for the next three years. T want to make it as ghort and
as simple as possible. s0 that no one can misunderstand it. Let me put it
briefly, as follows:— : . : ‘

HCONOMIC REFORM.

Tnerease the Land Tax By id. in the £

. Remit Customs taxation on necessaries of life to the extent of half the Tevenue
so raised. K '

Reduce Railway freights to the extent of half the revenue 30 raised. o

SOCIAL REFORM.
Majority, not minority, rule on the liquor gquestion.
Effective. Town-planning powers to- loeal Dbodies. -




