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THE WORKER AND HIS WAGES.

THE BURDEN OF LABOUR.

Or, WaAT 153 NBEDED.
Give ns not charity, ohilly and slim,
Justice is befter, though oft visaged grim ;
‘Where charity flourishes justice is lax,
Give us our enrpings, and
Get off our backs!

Give not your sermons, 50 long and so cold,
Coverad with sugar and rhetoric nnd mould ;.
Give us our products free from all tax,
= Lat rent-bear the burden, and
e sy Get off .our hacks !
Give not o workhouse, asylnm, or jail,
(ive us our lund or the notion will fail ;
Laws you hnve given us—stacks upon stocks—
But naver the justico to

Get off our bocks !

So theve is wailing from west and from enst,
Millions are bungry while millionaires feast ;
Toilers are burdened with rent's crushing tax,
Lundlords and money-lords,

Gof off our bagks !

Cust off your trammels from commerce and trade,
Giva us the land the Oreator hns mads ;
Placa on land values the burden und tox,
Land-grebbing idlers,

Clenr off from our backs!

Then would the heart of ench toiler rejoice :
Then would the fongue of true freedom find voige ;
Then would rise homes on those desolute trocts
Hyeld idle and useless hy

Men on our backs !

Then would truse love in each vined cottage dwell,
Wealth could not mensure what greed conld not sell:
Hearthstone and reof-tree unburdened with fax,
Tax-free means hearvt-free, so '
Cet off our backs !
—A. D. Cringe,
in Sau Franeisco Star,

tn this free and independent
Colony we are so accustomed to the
idea that the worker is a free man, that
it seewms absurd to many people to spealk
of “the burden of labour,” or to sny thas
anyone ought to © get off our backs.” Ve,
when we remember that for the mere
“leave to toil " on Mr. Newton’s quarter
acre in Albers Strest, the workers of this
colony have been sentenced by our
Supreme Court to shoulder a burden of
£5,000, and when we reflect that a sini-
lar burden has to be lifted by labour
wherever the workers congregate, surely

i

it is worth while to consider what this
means, and how it affects their wages.
Thet £5,000 vepresents an annual dedue-
tion of over £200 from the true wages of
labour; or, to put it another way, it means
that the workers of this Colony have Lo
pay the wagss of two men to work for
Mr. Newton and his heirs for ever! Do
we really owe this service to Mr. Newton
Most certainly not! _
to the worker and to 1o one glse. :
who are aliowed to hold valuable land
owe a duty to the State. That duty is
the amount which their privilege enalles
them to take from the earnings of labour
without rendering any service of their
own in return. )

The true wages of labour is the
full value of all that labour produces, and
no Government, nor any getneration of
men, has any moral right to dispose of
land in such a way as to give to indivi-
duals the power to tax their fellow men
for its use. The primary duty of the
Government, as trustee for the whole
people, is to prevent this injustice, by
collecting for the benefit of all, the ground
rent which is created by the presence and
industey of all. The reward of labour
would thus be incressed in two ways,—
first, by adding the ground rent to the
wages fund, to which it justly belongs, as
part of the earnings of labour, and
secondly, by the consequent abolition of
all present taxation on lahour,

The close connaction which
exists between wages and taxation
formed the subject of an addvess given by
Mr. George Fowlds, M.H.R., in August
last, to the Newiown(Wellington) Branch
of the Liberal ond Tahour Federation. A
Wellington telegrain in the Star on the
following day informed us that in his
addvess Mr. Fowlds ¢ declared the Colony
had devoted too mucl attention to labour
legislation during the pass ten years.”

Land owes . wages
Those*

This conveys gquite a false idea of By
Fowlds' attitude on this question. No
one feels more strongly than he does that
it is impossible “ to devote too much
attention ” tu the legislation requisite to
secure justice to the workers, and his
address on “ The Worker and his Wages”
was given specially to demonstrate the
only possible way of securing it. We are
indebted to Mr, Fowlds for the following

‘full veport of his address, and eommend

it to the careful consideration of our
readers,

Inaugural address defivered by Mr.
George Fowids, M.H.1R., to the Newtown
{Wellington) Branch of the Liberal and

Labour Federation of_ New’l Zealand on

4th August, 4902 .—

Mr. CaairmMaN, LaDIES AND GENTLE-
MEN,—I fecl pleased at huving the honour
of delivering the inaugural address to the
Newtown Branchof the Liberal Federation
of New Zealand, and T esteem it an hon-
our to have as chairman of the meeting
one of. my fellow members of Parliament,
the popular member for the Suburbs, Mr.
Thomas Wilford. Usually the members
of the House are so bored with the sound
of their fellow members’ voices that I
consider it something of a compliment
that Mr. Wilford should have conzented
to:preside at this meeting.

I have taken as my subject, “The
Worker and his Wages,” as I consider
it one of £he presaing guestions of the day, and
a question on-which a good deul of ignorance
exists even on the part of those who take a
leading part in labour questions. We are told
that it is the hope of veward which sweetens
[nbour, and it is an undoubted fack that when
the worker is denied the full reward of his
labour it tends to make him dishesrtened and
inefficient,

{T'he Question of Wages, )

The Question of Wages as n factor in
labour agitations is comparatively a modern
aflaiv, Trade eombinations for the purpose of -
raising wages practically tool their rise in the
early seventics, and [ ean well remamber aloat
thig time some long and hitter struggles In con-
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neetion witl: workers in conl and iron trades:
the strike being the method employed to secure
a more adequate remuneration to the worlers.
Before that date the principal ngitation had
Been to secure work, and to get cheap food for
the worleers, Men bad to beg from their fellow
men to give themu leave lo toil, and felt them-
selves particularly lncky if they could secure
regular employment, even if the remunerntion
wias not on a very beneficent scale. The man
who fonmd them work was locked wpon as a
henefactor,  But in later times the workers
have come o realise that it is not so mueh
work they want, ns the reward of work ; and
while some connection- was recognised bebtween
wages and the cost of living ia the agitations
which teok place for the seenring of cheaper
food, the close connection hetween taxation nnd
wages is comparabively o modern discovery. A
famons English statesman once remarked that
a small direct tax would produce a revelution
in England, but you could fax the shirt off a
man’s back by indivect taxation and he wonld
only grumble about hard times, The Chartist
movement was entirely the outcome of such
bavd times, and the reforms asked by them did
not include a single itemn of economie reform in
the direetion of just and equal taxation.

{ The Chartist Movement, )

The eix pointgs of the Charter
Were -

lsb—TUniversal Sufirage.

Znd—Vote by Bullot.
- 3rd—Annual Parlinment.

4th-—Payment of Menbers,

5th-—Abolition of the Property Quolification.

Gth—Egqual Electoral Districts,

These, yon will see, all aimed ab political
equality and freedom, and left entirely out of
consideration economie or industrial eguality
and freedom. In New Zealand we hove prac-
tically realised the six points of the Charter,
and some good people, who in their youth were
eager reformers, are inclined to say that nothing
more is required. I remember hearing o leading
politician, who in his early years was considered
avery radical reformer, malke such a contention,
forgetting thut the six points of the Charter
were only intemded as reforms of the machinery
which would enable the mnsses of the people to
pass laws which would free them from industrial
slavery. It is worth noting that this tendency
to develop from the democracy of youth to the
conservabivism of old age is a general character-
istic of buman nature. 1t has been said thit
the demoernt iz a young conservative, and it is
necessury to be on our guard against erystalliza-
tion, Lebt me recommend you never to give a
lease of yonrnind to the most cherished opinion
you may hold ; let it remain, as a tenans, only
80 long as it can justify its right of occupation.

{ Phe Aght of the future.)

The great fight of the past thirty or
forty years hus beon, as I said before, for poli-
tical equaliby aund freedom, and the batile of
liberty has been won. The fight of the Fnture
will ke for industrial equaliby and freedom, and
it is very lmportant in this counection fhat
public opinion should Le influenced in the right
direction. During the past ten years we have
had a period of labour legislation, and some
useful enactmenis have been passed into law in
hia country ; but, in my opinion, we have de-
pended too much on that legislution to bring
abeut economic improvement in the condition

of the masses of the people. Take, for example,
the Concilinéion and Arbitration Act. No one
will deny that this mensure has done an jm.
mense amount of geod in bringing the swenting
employer into line with the best employers;
but to depend upen it as an important faetor
in permanently inereasing the reward of labeur,
I think will be & very preat mistalte. It has
to be borne in mind that wages should be con-
sidered high or low according fo the amount. of
ntilities which they will purchase, rather than
by the number of shillings per day which the
worker receives. 5s. por day may in certain
circumatances be a higher wage than 10s. per
doy in other circumstances ; that is to say, that
55, in certain circumstances may purchase more
of the necesaaries, and even the luxuries, of life
than 10s. would do in other ecircumstances ;
and I think it wiil be generally admitted that
while the operation of the Concilistion and
Arbitration Act has been in many cases to raise
wages, ib has also acted very directly in raising
prices of commodities, nnd in raiging rents. It
s quite an open guestion to-day whather the
inereased wages resulting from the operation of
the Act have renlly incrensed the comfort of
the people as a whele ; for we must remember
thot all workers are consnmers as well az pro-
ducers, and conseguently they pay higher prices
for the goods they consnme as a result of the
raising of the wages of those engaged in produc-
Lion. It is a weakness on the part of all of us
to mnagnify the fact of an increase in wages
withaut giving due allowance for the incrense
in the prices of things bought with our wages.

(.Rclrt versus Wages. )

I can remember a gentleman who
had a great deal to do with the bringing of
cases before the Conciliation Boards, and who
was very asuccessful in pgebling incremses in
wages for those for whom he neted. This gentle-
man in mnking speeches at a Parlismentary
election wanted to get the funetions of the Con-
viliation Bourd increased, or s new Board set
up for the purpose of fixing rents, because he
found that us soon as he secured any rise in the
workers' wages the landlord raised the workers'
rents. In this connection I was very much
amused at o conversation which took place in
my presence regarding the effect of rating on
untmproved values in Palmerston North. One
gentleman who was trying o show the haneful
effects of the gystem in that borongh related
hiz own experience. He lhind a property which
at one time produced a £1 a week of rens,
although it had only cost him nbout £350 to
purchase.  After the rating on unimproved
values was ndopted the rent begun to fall, until
he found some difficulty in letting the place af
all.  He went to Palmerston North to inguire
of his agent the reason of this, and wus told
that since the adoption of rating en unimproved
vilues w large number of new and np-to-dute
houses had been beiit in the borough.  Lerger
rooms, marble mactelpieces, and hof water
applinnces were pub into the houses, and conse-
quently the demand for old houses with low
ceilings and small rooms had fallen very con-
siderably, One gentleman who heard this
landiord’s narratien of his sorrows ironically
remarked, ‘[ see, it must be o bad thing for
the tenants,” and the landlerd, although posing
as a femocrat, was so ahsorbed in the landlord’s
view of the case that Lie [ailed to see the irony
of the interjection, and replied in all serions-
ness, * No, it i3 the landlord who suffers, sot

the tenant.” I venture to predict that the
adoption of the rating on unimproved values in
the city of Wellington will go a long way to
salve the housing preblem, which is such a burn-
ing question in the city. Before many years
have pnssed away it will result in reducing the
enormously high rents which the workers of
Wellingtun have to pay for the houses they in-
habit ; and I think you will be able to see that
a reduction in the rent is the same thing to the
worlier as an increase in his wages.
(Rent, Wages, and Interest. )

All the old economists were agrecd
that the thres factors in production were land,
labour, and capital, and the reburns to these
factors were rent, wages, and inferest. The
newer political economy is inclined o swy :
Capifal iz only atered labour, therefore, if you
take from it the opportunity of being inveated
in fribute-beuring forms of privilege, such as
owning land for obher than use, inferest wounld
tend to diminish and ultimately fo entirely dis-
appear. I am fully of opinion that interest
mainly depends for its existeuce on the private
appropriation of rent, nnd with the elimination
of fhat private approprintion, interest would
disappenr, The rent that o lund owner can gef
for his land will depend on the number of
people whe are competing with each other for
its use. Land being limited in quantity, and
populaticn in all progressive communities being
ever on the increase, the amount of rent will
always be an increasing quantity. Whatever
any one gets without having earned, some one
else must have enrned without getbing it If
our food were showered down to us from hezven
like the manna of old, the benefit of it would
go entirely to the land owners, and until the
worliers of the world renlise that all the mone-
tary value of incremsing civilisation, and the
improvements in the methods of protluction and
exchunge, express themselves in Iand values,
and should be coiledted by the community for
public purposes, they may expect that bheir
wages will hover ardund the margin of bare
cxistence, We often hear strong condemnation
of cupital, and whenever o public company of any
kind bogins to distribute a high rate of dividend
it comes in for universal condemnation. It
should, bowever, be borpne in mind that ne
conymercinl enterprise has ever been able to
make such enormons profits on its business as
ean be shown to heve arisen from land values.
Tern or twenty per cent. is reckoned an extrava-
gent dividend for any commercial enterprise,
wherens I have in my hand & statement of the
Pioneer Land Company of Philadelphia, which
is now paying 800,000 per cent. on the capital
value of the original investment. It has risen
from an original value of §§5 in 1695 to
51,000,000 in 1900, The fellowing, from the
records of the Company, may be tabulated thus :
Estimated

Yo, Al Diiad Bl S
1695 G-50 10 ) 1-60
1700 1 20 17 540
1710 3 Go a0 10
1720 12 2440 200 40
1740 25 500 400 30
1760 35 700 L00 120
1800 40 S00 700 140
1810 70 1,400 1,200 240
1938 1,200 24,000 25,000 5,000
1892 24,000 480,000 600,000 120,000
1900 <0,000 S00,000 1,000,000 200,000
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{ How Rent absorbs Weges. )

All the above increase in value has
mrisen without the expenditure of a single
doller on the part of the continuous eompany
concerned ; the property having beeu contin-
nously leused during the whole period. The
same results are tuking place in our own Colony.,
Notwithstanding the tux of a penny in the
pound for nationul purpoeses, and the adoption
of the rating on the unimproved value, the
value of land, not counting improvements, in
the Colony has incrensed from £75,787,805 in
1881 to £04,847,727 in 1902, TIn other worls
the workers of New Zeulund liave created by
their labours land values to the extent of
£19,059,832, for which they have not received
any wages, and whieh has been handed over to
a comparatively small handful of land owners,
who use the ineremsed values as o wedge fo
extort increased rent from the workers, who
have heen defrauded of their wages. In the pre-
sence of such a condition of things do you not
think my conteution iy justified, that we have
oceupied our minds too exclusively during the
pust ten years in patch-worl: legislation ?

{ State Socialism not the best vemedy. )

Bome people contend that the only
remedy for these evils which I have poinled out
is the nationalisation of industries; the publie
ownership and control of all the implements of
production. I quite adinit that great benefits
can e derived from the principle of co-operative
production and distribution ; but such benefits
can only be retuined by the workers when the
growing wvalnes of land are collected for the
benefit of the people ns o whale.  The benefits
of co-operution would resulf in lowering the
cost of living, but, unless intercepted by tuxa-
tion, this would simply result in increasing the
landlords’ rent roll.

(Labour pays twice for all public services. )

‘When I was home in the old
country a yeur or two age, I heard a very
good story of a countryman of mine who had
gone oub from Scotland to Australia as o young
map. He hud been very successful, and had
seeumulated & large amount of money, and
decided to paya visit to hisnative land.  When
he reached the old towu of his childlood, he
found his old school.fellows occupying honoured
positions in the service of the town. The
Provest and Councillors vied with each other
to entertain him and to do him honour. The
thought oceurred to him that Le ought to de
something o show his affeetion for the ald town,
and to show his epprecinbtion of the cordial
welecome that had been extended te him. He
decided to present them with a public hall,
reading room, recreation room, ele.; but le
could not hang his hail in mid-air, se had to
Took round for a suitable site whereon to build
it. He found in the centre of the town an
unused allotment, a general receptacle for
rnbbish,  Having found the owner, he enqguired
if he were prepared to sell.  But in the old lund
they are not disposed to part with land so
rendily as in these new countries. They realise
that land keeps on inereasing in value while
they are sleeping, and so the owner refused to
sell, but offered to lense the allotment. Asked
how mwueh he wanted he replied, * £20 a year.”
L0 a year,” said the Aunstralizn, ¢ Why,
down in my eountry you can get better land
than that for 20s, or even 20 pence & year.”
 Yes,” replied the Tandlord, “ hat this land is

not in Australin. [t is within & few hours’
journey of 40,000,000 people, It is surrounded
by all the advantages of o highly developed
civilisation. Loek at Lhe well-made, well-
cleaned, well-lighted streets around it ; here on
the one band you have the bourd school, where
you can send your children and get them
educated practically for nothing.  On the other
side lere is the poor-honse, where, after the
buttle of life, you cun go in and end your days
in peace and quietness, Al these advantages
go with this piece of land.” The Australinn,
not being much of an economist, naturally con-
cluded that it was a very valuable piece of land,
and probably waorth the money asked for it
In any ease he could find no better or cheaper
site for his proposed hall, so the lense was
eflected. He then procecded to build the halk
Just as it was being completed a gentleman
caeme round one day with a note-book and peneil
in Lis hand, admired the fine building, and
asked how much it lhad cost.  The owner
replied, ** It is not for sale, s6 you need nok
botlier yourself aboub that,” The man with the
nobe-book suid, T don't want to buy, bat only
want to know what the building cost.”  ** Loolk
here, friend,” =aid the Australian, I intend to
meake a present of this to someone, and I don’s
believe in telling people what presents cost me.”
“0h !t bt Eomust lknew,” said the man with
the note-book. ¢ Your ses, T am the rate collee-
tor and nssessor for the borough, and I am
bound to know the cost of the building.” ** Rute
collestor and assessor ! what do you mean ?”
“{ mean that I am the man who collects for
the borough and makes nssessments how much
cael one hesgot to pay.  You don’t expect that
vhese streets can be made, and lkept in order,
and lighted for nething, You don’t suppose
that the members of the hoard keep the school
going out of their own pockets, or that the poor-
house is run for nothing. Al these things
have pot to be paid for, and I have got to
coliect the money ¢o pay for them, and appor-
tion the amount amongst the property owners
in the town.” **Oh ! I see now,” said the Aus-
sralian, ©“but you bave got holl of the wrong
man ; I have agreed to pay £20 u year for these
very things that you have mentioned.” But
nobwithstanding his protestatinns he had to
give the amount his building had coest and sub-
mit to paying for these utilities a second time ;
and that is exactly what we have to do in this
country. Every landless man in New Zealand
has to pay the value of public utilities—police
protection, free edncation, ete., provided by the
State, in the form of rent to his landlord, and
then has to pay for them a second time in cus-
toms duties on his ten, sugar, and other things
which he buys ; and the enly means of getting
rid of this double taxation is to leep on gradu-
ally increasing the tax on land values, and
reducing the doties on the necessaries of life,
The only wages of Inbour is the wvalue of the
product of labour, and if we allow a select few
to appropriate, in the form of rent, a large por-
tion of the product of Iabour, then the labourer
musb o shork of the just reward of his labour,

{ Ground Rent the true sowree of Public Revanue. )

That land value taxation bas an ethi-
cal busis would be denied by few. Life on this
earth withont the use of land is an impossi-
bility, and if all men have n natural right to
life, they have a natural right te that by which
alone life cun be sustained.  Whatever is pro-
doged by the individual, belongs by right to

the individasl who has produced it.  Whatever
is produced by the cosununity as a whaole
belongs by right to ¢he community, and ought
to be collected by the community for community
parposes.  Increase of population in a lown or
ity will cavse an inereased expenditure in the
government of the city, and in providiug neces-
sary conveniences for the beslth and comfort of
thab population.  An increase of population in
o town or eify causes an inerease in the land
values of the wren on which the city stunds;
beautifal arrangement of Providence providing
a fund to defray the inurenzed coss of providing
pubiic ntilities.  Clearly the one increase—Ianid
vilues—is intended to meet the sther increase
~cost of administration.  You people here in
Weltinglon huve led the way ainongst the large
cities of the colony in adopting rating ou un-
improved values, and you will have your reward
in the form of inerensed prosperity. Yon will
find that the tendency will be to the incrense
of comfortable homes for the people, beeanse it
will discourage the speculative halding of land
out of use. "L'he inereased building of houses
will result in incrensed wages for the workers,
Where there nre two Jubs competing for one
man the rate of pay will be higher thas when
there are two men competing for one job. The
next result coming from the increased number
of houses being built will be the lowering of
rents.  Where you have two fiouses compeating
for one tenant the rent will be lower than
where you have two tenants competiny for one
honse. Taxation of land values has the same
effect as increasing the quantity of land open
for nse.

(< Famine of Figs—and its Remedy. )

A story is told of an Eastern petentate,
who, lilke all other monarchs, was short of
funds.  He called together hip wise men fo
advise menns of increasing his revenue,  After
consultation 4 wise men recomnnended the
king to put a tax wpon every fig tree within the
kingdom. Thia wus dene, und very soon the
people began to cut dewn the old fig trees that
were post full bearing in order to eseape taxa-
tion. They also refruined from planting any
new trees, because they would have to pay the
tox for several years before they came o full
bearing, Svon there was a famine of figs in
that land, and the king again summoned his
wise men to reconsider his position, and one
who was wiser than the rest told the king the
right thing to do was to abolish the tax upon
fig trees, nud to put u tax on every place where
a [fig tree would grow, The result was an
immediate incrense in the planting of fig teces,
and soon a plentiful supply of figs was provided
for the people.  That is the course we ought
to adopt in New Zealand. Tax the places
wlhere the houses can grow, where wheat and
pobabioes can grow, where sheep aud oxeu can
be fed, and then we ¢hall suon have a plentiful
supply of houses, of wheat, and of sheep, That
is the only system of faxation that will open
to labour its natural reward—namely, the full
value of that which it produces. The time lhas
arrived when we ought to take n step towards
that ideal by increasing the present tax on land
values, and by reducing the present Customs
taxation on the necessaries of life,

{ The Furmers Union. )
We have heard a good deal during

the last year or bwo about the Farmers’ Union,
and what the farmers wre going o do at the



THE LIBERATOR.

November 10, 1902.

nexh election.  Personally, I hail the advent of | Auckland and suburhs, and under a five per

the Furmers’ Union. I believe that when the
farmer comes to a study of these (uestions hs will
rewlise hat his interests as a worker are identi-
eal with those of his fellow-workers in the
towns, and the agitation for his rights will
mean edueation for himself und eduecation for
lis brothers in the city. T am sorry, however,
that vp to fihe present the Tarmers’ Uniong
have been lod by men whose interests as land
owners are greater than their interests ns
farmers ; and it is highly swusing at times to
see these moneapolists endeavouring to make
brother Hodge believe that their intercsts nre
identical. There are two kinds of furwmers in
this as in every country. The farmer who
farms the land and the farmer who farms the
farmer—namely, the land owners. While it
is true that o large proportion of the farmers
own their own land, or at any rate nominaily
ow it, it is nbsolutely untrue that an inerense
of the tax on land values, with a reduction of
Customs taxation, will injure the bond Ade
farmers of the Colony., ¥t will probubly be
some years yet biefore we shall be able to get
the statistics necessary to show youn how the
tax on [and values is divided as between town
and conntry, and between small and large land
owners, but we have sufficient informabtion to
hnow thut o totul abolition of all taxes, except
the taxation of lend wvalues, would mean an
enormons decrease of taxes to the vast majority
of bond fide furmers. -

{ The owners of New ZHealund. }

The Parliamentary Papers B.-20 and
B.-204 of 1892 show that out of 91,000 land
owners in the eolony 73,000 owned less than
£500 worth of wnimproved land values; the
avernge value held by the 78,000 being £113.
Supposing we raised the whole of our taxes
from land values. More than eight out of
every ten of the lund owners of the colony
would pay an average of £5 13s. u year, and
have remisgion of present taxation, which costs
them not less than £25 a year for every family
of five persons. It bas suited the intorests of
the leuders of the Farmers’ Union to desire to
see the fnrmers pull the chestnuts out of the
fire for Jarge land ownera ; to mislend farmers
by telling them that the taxation of land values
is an endeavour on the part of iown people to
alift the burden of taxation from their own
hacks to the farmer’s.  Asa matter of fuct, this
is o wovewment in the interests of the worlers,
whether in tewn or country, to make the non-
workers, whether in town or country, et offf
the workers’ backs. As a mafter of fact, by
far the largest propertion of the lund values of
the colony nre in the towns znd cities of the
Calony. Tale, for example, the Aunckland pro-
vince, The cambined area of Auckland City
and suburbs is about 15,000 acres, with an un-
wmproved value of £3,855,997. A & per cent.
land value tax on that would preduce £192,700
pet annum.  The nine counties lying to the
north of Aunekland, extending all the wuy
ta the North Cape, a disteance of about
200 miles, and the six counties to the south
and euast, fifteen counties in all, vontazin an
area of nearly 6,000,000 seres, and include the
townships of Warkworth, Whangarei, Kuino,

Hikurangi, TRussell, Monganui, Dargaville,
Helensville, Otahulis, Papakura, Pulelohe,

Covomandel, Pasraa, and Waili ; yat the un-
improved value is only £3,756,418, ov £09,57%
less than the value of the 15,000 ucres of

ceut. ltax would only pay £187,821 per annum,
being nearly £35,000 less than would be puid by
Auelland and suburhs, These figures show
conclusively that o tax upen land values is not
a tax npan the country for the velief of the
town. As a matber of faet o large proporvtion
of the unimproved value of the country districts
is still held by ecity speculators waiting for it
to ripen into high prices; so that Iland value
taxation is'as much in the interest of the bond

Ade avernge farmer ag it is in favour of the

town worker. The eatnings of both ave unduly
reduced by the present unjust system of taxa-
tion.

{Just Wages depend on Just Taxation. )

I think that I have said esough to
ahiow you that the question of wayes is intimate-
ly bound up with the question of taxation, and
if I have succeeded in stimulating the interest
of some here to-night to make o study of
economics, I shall feel that T have been rewnrded
for any trouble I have talen in connection with
this address. Yon must realise that in
sopial life, and in our relationships with oo
fellow men and our mother earth, we are under
the dominance of universal law. That the
great Creator has made bountiful provision for
the neceds of all his ehildren, that all man hos
to do is to discover these universal and unfail-
ing laws, and bring human society into
conformity therewith ; aad if we fail to discover
these laws, or having discovered them, fail to
comply with thewn, we may expect to bear the
penalties of brolcen law, [ believe it is conbrary
to the will of $he great Creator that involuntary
poverty should exist in this world of ours, It
is cither man’s ignorance ov man's inhumasity
to man which makes his brother mourn.

JAt the conclusion of the uddress a number of
questions were asked and anawered, and on
the motion of Mr. 3. Luke a unanimous vote of
thanks wns possed to the lecturer for hiz able
and instruetive address. The meeting then
elosed with a vote of thanks to the Chairman.]

Well done, Carterton! A tele
gram in the Herald, of 20th ultime,
announced that the ratepayers of Curter-
ton hud adopted rating on unimproved
values by 187 to 8, or a majority of over
33 to 1, and the sender (presumably in-
spired by the “ policy ” of the Herald) had
the impudence to add, * Practically no
interest was taken in the question”
According to the latest * Official Year
Book " there are only 343 ratepayers in
Carterton, and 195 (i.e, fully £-5ths of
the total nuinber) acbuelly voted. When
Auckland disgraced itself by rejecting this
reform {thanks to the misrepresentuations
of the daily papers) only about half the
ratepayers actually voted, hut when out
of 243 ratepayers 187 come forward and
vole for veform the Herald man says that
practically no interest was taken in it
Fanny, isn't it? To us it seems that four-
fifths of the Curterton: ratepayers showed
their interest in the guestion in the most
“ practical " wmanner possible.

our.

“Land values in Wellington con-
tinue to mount higher and higher. An
investor has just paid £130 a foot for a
section at the northern end of Lambion
Quay "—so says a telegran in the Ilereld
on the 2lst ultime.  As a pendant to this
wo Lale the following from another tele-
gram which appeared in the Star on 33cd
ultimo : ** Wellington is threatened wich -
an invasion of cavpenters from the other
side.  Beveral workmen who arrived trom
Sydney last week found employment
within an howr after landing, which
clearly demonstrates the activity prevail-
ing in the building trade here. Matters
are likely to be brisk for several months
ahead in consequence of the contemplated
erection of a nomber of big buildings,
and good carpenters are in great demand.
One master builder states that he was
unable to secure all the carpenters he
required, and is consequently seriously
handicapped in careying out a contract
which he has secured. Other contractors
are in similar straits.”

Wellington adopted pating on
unimproved values (by 1,261 to 591),
yet in spite of this and the land tax com-
bined its land value goes up by leaps and
bounds. It stands to reason that the
less labour is taxed the more prosperous it
is, and the more prosperons acommunity is
themore people wili pay for the privilege of
living in it. There can be ligtle doubs
that if we had an additicnal twopenee in
the pound on rthe land tax, the £500
exemptionnbolished, rating on unimproved
values generally adopted, and an equiva-
lent reduction in Customs tixation, the
refief thus given to labour would resuitin
a vast and permanent increase of general
prosperity.
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