28. On French Revolution

To David Hartley
Philadelphia, December 4, 1789

.. . The Convulsions in France are attended with some disagreable Cir-
cumstances; but if by the Struggle she obtains and secures for the Nation
its future Liberty, and a good Constitution, a few Years’ Enjoyment of
those Blessings will amply repair all the Damages their Acquisition may
have occasioned. God grant, that not only the Love of Liberty, but a
thorough Knowledge of the Rights of Man, may pervade all the Nations
of the Earth, so that a Philosopher may set his Foot anywhere on its Sur-
face, and say, “This is my Country.” . . . :




