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41. The Internal State of America
[1785]

Whoever has travelled through the various.parts of Europe, and observed
bow small is the proportion of people in affluence or easy circumstances
there, compared with those in poverty and misery,—the few rich and
haughty landlords, the multitude of poor, abject, rack-rented, tithe-
paying tenants, and half-paid and half-starved ragged laborers,—and
views here the happy mediocrity that so generally prevails throughout
these states, where the cultivator works for himself, and supports his
family in decent plenty, will, methinks, see abundant reason to bless
Divine Providence for the evident and great difference in our favor, and
be convinced that no nation known to us enjoys a greater share of human
felicity.

It is true that in some of the states there are parties and discords; but,
let us look back, and ask if we were ever without them. Such will exist
wherever there is libérty; and perhaps they help to preserve it. By the
collision of different sentiments, sparks of truth are struck out, and polit-
ical light is obtained. The different factions, which at present divide us,
aim all at the public good: the differences are only about the various
modes of promoting it. Things, actions, measures, and objects of all kinds,
present themselves to the minds of men in such a variety of lights, that it
is not possible we should all think alike at the same time on every sub-
ject, when hardly the same man retains at all times the same ideas of it.
Parties are therefore the common lot of humanity; and ours are by no
means more mischievous or less beneficial than those of other countries,
nations and ages, enjoying in the same degree the great blessing of po-
litical liberty.



