‘40. Remarks Concerning the Savages of
North America

[1784]

Savages we call them, because their Manners differ from ours, which we
think the Perfection of Civility; they think the same of theirs.

Perhaps, if we could examine the Manners of different Nations with
Impartiality, we should find no People so rude, as to be without any
Rules of Politeness; nor any so polite, as not to have some Remains of
Rudeness. _ .

The Indian Men, when young, are Hunters and Warriors; when old,
Counsellors; for all their Government is by Counsel of the Sages; there is
no Force, theré are no Prisons, no Officers to compel Obedience, or inflict
Punishment. Hence they generally study Oratory, the best Speaker hav-
ing the most Influence. The Indian Women till the Ground, dress the
Food, nurse and bring up the Children, and preserve and hand down to
Posterity the Memory of public Transactions. These Employments of
Men and Women are accounted natural and honourable. Having few
artificial Wants, they have abundance of Leisure for Improvement by
‘Conversation. Our laborious Manner of Life, compared with theirs, they
~ esteem slavish and base; and the Learning, on which we value ourselves,
they regard as frivolous and useless. An instance of ‘this occurred at the
Treaty of Lancaster, in Pennsylvania, anno 1744, between the. Govern-
ment of Virginia and the Six Nations. After the principal Business was
settled, the Commissioners from Virginia acquainted the Indians by a
Speech, that there was at Williamsburg-a College, with a Fund for Ed-
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ucating Indian youth; and that, if the Six Nations would send down half
a dozen of their young Lads to that College, the Government would take
care that they should be well provided for, and instructed in all the
Learning of the White People. It is one of the Indian Rules of Politeness,
not to answer a public Proposition the same day that it is made; they
think it would be treating it as a light matter, and that they show it
Respect by taking time to consider it, as a Matter important. They
therefore deferrd their Answer till the Day following; when their
Speaker began, by expressing their deep Sense of the kindness of the
Virginia Government, in making them that Offer; “for we know,” says he,
“that you highly esteem the kind of Learning taught in those Colleges,
and that the Maintenance of our young Men, while with you, would be
very expensive to you. We are convinc'd, therefore, that you mean to do
us Good by your Proposal; and we thank you heartily. But you, who are
wise, must know that different Nations have different Conceptions - of
things; and you will therefore not take it amiss, if our Ideas of this kind
of Education happen not to be the same with yours. We have had some
Experience of it; Several of our young People were formerly brought up
at the Colleges of the Northern Provinces; they were instructed in all
your Sciences; but, when they came back to us, they were bad Runners,
ignorant of every means of living in the Woods, unable to bear either
Cold or Hunger, knew neither how to build a Cabin, take a Deer, or kill
an Enemy, spoke our Language imperfectly, were therefore neither fit for
Hunters, Warriors, nor Counsellors; they were totally good for nothing,
We are however not the less oblig’d by your kind Offer, tho’ we decline
accepting it; and, to show our grateful Sense of it, if the Gentlemen of
Virginia will send us a Dozen of their Sons, we will take great Care of
their Education, instruct them in all we know, and make Men of them.”

Having frequent Occasions to hold public Councils, they have acquired
great Order and Decency in conducting them. The old Men sit in the fore-
most Ranks, the Warriors in the next, and the Women and Children in the
hindmost. The Business of the Women is to take exact Notice of what
passes, imprint it in their Memories (for they have no Writing), and
communicate it to their Children. They are the Records of the Council,
and they. preserve Traditions of the Stipulations in Treaties 100 Years
back; which, when we compare with our Writings, we always find exact.
He that would speak, rises. The rest observe a profound Silence. When
he has finish'd and sits down, they leave him 5 or 6 Minutes to recollect,
that, if he has omitted any thing he intended to say, or has any thing to
add, he may rise again and deliver it. To interrupt another, even in com-
mon Conversation, is reckon’d highly indecent. How different this is
from the conduct of a polite British House of Commons, where scarce
a day passes without some Confusion, that makes the Speaker hoarse in
- calling to Order; and how different from the Mode of Conversation in
-many polite Companies of Europe, where, if you do not deliver your
Sentence with great Rapidity, you are cut off in the middle of it by the
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Impatient Loquacity of those you converse with, and never sufferd to
finish it!

The Politeness of these Savages in Conversation is indeed carried to
Excess, since it does not permit them to contradict or deny the Truth of
what is asserted in their Presence. By this means they indeed avoid Dis-
putes; but then it becomes difficult to know their Minds, or what Im-
pression you make upon them. The Missionaries who have attempted to
convert them to Christianity, all complain of this as one of the great
Difficulties of their Mission. The Indians hear with Patience the Truths
of the Gospel explain’d to them, and give their usual Tokens of Assent
and Approbation; you would think they were convinc'd. No such matter.
It is mere Civility.

A Swedish Minister, having assembled the chiefs of the Susquehanah
Indians, made a Sermon to them, acquainting them with the principal
historical Facts on which our Religion is founded; such as the Fall of our
first Parents by eating an Apple, the coming of Christ to repair the Mis-
chief, his Miracles and Suffering, &c. When he had finished, an Indian
Orator stood up to thank him. “What you have told us,” says he, “is all
very good. It is indeed bad to eat Apples. It is better to make them all
into Cyder. We are much oblig’d by your kindness in coming so far, to
tell us these Things which you have heard from your Mothers. In return,
I will tell you some of those we have heard from ours. In the Beginning,
our Fathers had only the Flesh of Animals to subsist on; and if their
Hunting was unsuccessful, they were starving. Two of our young Hun-
ters, having kil'd a Deer, made a Fire in the Woods to broil some Part
of it. When they were about to satisfy their Hunger, they, beheld a beau-
tiful young Woman descend from the Clouds, and seat herself on that
Hill, which you see yonder among the Blue Mountains. They said to each
other, it is a Spirit that has smelt our broiling Venison, and wishes to eat
of it; let us offer some to her. They presented her with the Tongue; she
was pleas’d with the Taste of it, and said, Your kindness shall be re-
warded; come to this Place after thirteen Moons, and you shall find some-
thing that will be of great Benefit in nourishing you and your Children
to the latest Generation.” They did so, and, to their Surprise, found Plants
they had never seen before; but which, from that ancient time, have been
constantly cultivated among us, to our great Advantage. Where her right
Hand had touched the Ground, they found Maize; where her left hand
had touch’d it, they found Kidney-Beans; and where her Backside had sat
on it, they found Tobacco.” The good Missionary, disgusted with this idle
Tale, said, “What I delivered to you were sacred Truths; but what you
tell me is mere Fable, Fiction, and Falshood.” The Indian, offended, re-
ply’d, “My brother, it seems your Friends have not done you Justice in
your Education; they have not well instructed you in the Rules of Com-
mon Civility. You saw that we, who understand and practise those Rules,
believd all your stories; why do you refuse to believe ours?” .. .



