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A Country Belongs of Right to s Inhab-

itants.
Emron Counir:

Does a country belong to the individuls
thereof? You say yes. Very well; how mueh

of the country belongs to you, and to each one
of the eighty millions of inhabitants? There
are miliions of inhabitants whose only belong-
ings begin and end with the public highway.
The rest of the country’s area belongs to some
inhabitants; come to think of it, isn’t that a
rather strange stage of affairs? Truly everv
inhabitant needs part of his country to live
on. That is the mosi esseniial necessity ol
life itself, Why then do we deny it to millions
of us.

T will tell you. Over 1500 years ago another
givilization was destroyed and chaos reigned,
gradually the sirongest took the land and be-
came the masters of the weak who needed the
land just as you and 1 do. Thos through
yearsof struggle, a new civilization was estab-
lished with iand-masters and land-serfs. The
difference between then and now is, the insii-
tution of land-masters still survives, while the
methods of serfdom have changed. The land-
less now pay a toll—a private tax—we cpll it
rent, to the land-masters.

The country should belong {o all the inhabi-
tanis in reality. If that ever occurs to them,
the Nation will be the land-masters, and he
who needs land will pay ‘‘the toll or tax’’ to
the Nation for the right io use theland, Things
will go on as they do now, but no industrial
trusts will thien monopolize all the raw materi-
als of the land. Tn other words the inhabi-
tants will then have equrl opporfunity in vei-
erance to the use of theearth.
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