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form strongly presented by two of the
speakers, Messrs Rusby and Cooley, and
met the men who for a generation have up-
held the banner of the cause that is nearing
its triumph. Too much praise cannot be
given the committee and the hustling,
persistent and self-effacing president of
the Club, Mr. John T. McRoy.

TWO LIBERATORS.

(For the Review.)

There rose a man with a mighty heart,
In the days when they shackled men;
And the bondsman’s fetters were riven

apart,

By a stroke of his noble pen.

And a hundred millions bless his name;
And though empires pass away,

The years shall add to his crown of fame,
Till the hour of the world's decay.

But a subtler bondage the freeman feels;
For a lash in the despot’s hand

Is the parchment crime that so foully steals
The right to the people’s land.

But one has dared for the truth to plead,
And for freedom to live and die;

He has torn the veil from the face of greed,
And has branded the ancient lie.

And in days of triumph to come, I ween,
When the tale is told again,

By Lincoln’s side shall the form be seen
Of the man who stood for men.

—James F. MorTtoN, Jr.

Our readers and friends of the cause
everywhere are asked to bear in mind
that we are greatly in need of help for the
Review, Send in your orders and contribu-
tions, and bear in mind that we still have
thousands of copies of the Vancouver and
Edmonton numbers and it is not too late
to distribute them. We will make special
offers to any one taking these in one
thousand lots.

THR more land sells for the less working-
men and women get for themselves.
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RHODE ISLAND.

A brief statement of the salient features
of the Rhode Island ‘"Tax Act of 1912,”
will be of some interest to the readers of
the SINGLE Tax REVIEW.

It was enacted after three years of con-
sideration and modification by a commis-
sion appointed to prepare it.

The law provides for a State Tax Com-
mission of three members, which is
composed of two Republicans and one
Democrat. That portion of the State
taxes which has heretofore been paid into
the State treasury by the cities and towns
has been lessened, by reducing the rate from
18 mills to 9 mills. The Chairman of the
Tax Commission is desirous of removing
entirely this State tax upon municipalities,
and then, he says, the objection to local
option in taxation will be removed. Here-
after taxable property is to be listed by
the towns and cities in four separate
columns, to wit: Land, buildings and other
improvements, tangible personality, in-
tangible personality. The rate upon in-
tangible personal property is fixed by law
at the low rate of four-tenths of one per
cent.

Many of the influential business men
who favor local option in taxation said this
year, Let us wait to see how the new
law works before making another change.
Nevertheless, the following bill was intro-
duced:

It is enacted by the General Assembly
as follows:

Section 1. Towns and cities may
exempt from taxation buildings and other
improvements, or tangible personal pro-
perty, or both; Provided, the same be
voted at a legal meeting of the electors of
the town, or at a legal ieeting of the city
council; and, provided, further, that any
exemption so made shall continue for a
period of ten years and until otherwise
voted.

Section 2. When any town or city shall
exempt any class of property from taxa-
tion, as provided in the preceding section,
said town or city may assess its ratable
per centum of its ratable value: Provided
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intangible personal property shall be taxed
at four-tenths of oue per centum of its
assessed valuation.

Section 3. This act shall take effect
immediately.—Lucius F.C. GArviIN, Lons-
dale, R. I.

WICHITA, KANSAS.

CHARLES FREDERICK ADAMS' WORK IN THAT
CITY.

Single Taxers and others in Wichita
recently enjoyed a visit from Mr, Charles
Frederick Adams.

He spoke first to some two hundred men
comprising the Bible Class at St. Paul's
Church. The next evening he spoke under
the auspices of the Equal Suffrage Associa-
tion, most interestingly and effectively
presenting the democracy of equal sufirage.
His third evening here was marked by a
splendid address of nearly three hours rapid
delivery, full of telling points and graphic
illustrations, including a statement of
Single Tax experience thus far enjoyed
by certain municipalities and a general
statement of the progress of the reform.
Mr. Adams' lecture was followed by answers
to numerous questions and evidently with
satisfaction to his hearers.

Mr. Adams’ lectures were in sharp con-
contrast to those made under the auspices
of local socialists which took place at about
the same time, Comparisons are of course
odious, but are useful and in this case
particularly so as illustrating the high in-
tellectual order of the men who speak for
the Single Tax, and the absence of study
or keen analysis on the part of those who
speak for the socialists.

I attended two of the socialist’s meetings
and they were absolutely void of any useful
suggestion or definite programme, excepting
the good showing that was made for re-
sults that were not in themselves socialism;
namely, the economy of public ownership
of public utilities, which has been a part of
the Single Tax programme from the first.

A week before Mr. Adams' visit,
Wichita was favored by the presence of Mr.
and Mrs. Raymond Robins of Chicago.
While it is true that Mr. Robins spoke

only under the auspices of Men and
Religion Forward Movement and Mrs.
Robins spoke only under the auspices of the
Equal Suffrage people, nevertheless they
both made effectual pleas for the very best
and highest form of democracy. That
after all is what the Single Tax means. As
a matter of fact, Mr. Robins made a pro-
found impression upon the minds of the
thousands of men he addressed during the
week and created a decided sentiment
toward the Single Tax although not using
the name. It is perhaps natural that the
writer wished that it might have been
possible for Mr. Robins to have supple-
mented his splendid preparatory work by
simply letting his hearers know that in his
opinion the Single Tax was the way out
of sb much that interferes with true
Christian life so far as society is concerned.
Mr. Adams’ visit, like the previous visit
of Mr. John C. White, has been of great
good in bringing to the surface interest
in the Single Tax. In my twenty-five years’
experience in-propaganda work, there has
never been a time when the proposition is so
quickly accepted as at present. There is
evidence that the preliminary work has been
done well and effectually. If put toa vote,
I am sure the Single Tax proposition would
carry, and that we therefore have good
reason to expect victories in Missouri and
Oregon this Fall. —HENRY WARE ALLEN.

PROGRESSIVE EFFORTS IN MARY-
LAND.

Advocates of Direct Legislation and tax
reform have had a busy time here this
year. The legislature favorably reported
our Initiative and Referendum bill out of
Committee and a canvas showed a majority
of supporters in the House. The sentiment
however was not strong enough to with-
stand the opposition of the floor leaders
and the measure lost by »ix votes on its
second reading.

A constitutional amendment permittting
classification of property for taxation was
put through the House but was unfor-
tunately held up in committee of senate.

Joseph PFels recently stimulated Single
Tax intere.t in Baltimore by addressing



