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Y May 10, 1938,

Hon. Franklin D. Roogevelt,
Pregident U. 8. AO.’

The ®Thite House,
Waghington, D. C.,

Dear Mr. Pregldsnt:-

In an Associated Prees dispatch of April 239th, I saw
a report of y ur recommeniations to Congress concerning the curbd
of monopolies.

I am cheered by one ghort quotation in the dispateh,
vig., your proposal that the field of study cover the "effects
of tax, patent and other governmental policies." To be truly
valuabie thig study musi De Ly siuncere and honeat investigators
who will in the epirit of that greatest of liberal American
economiste, Heury George, "weg no queetion, ghrink frow no con=-
¢lusion, but follow truth wherever it way lead."

& _£ If ;his igidoneil“xael sure that their enduiry into
e eifects o he rel 1tem quoted from your addres "taxes®
will reveal fo them the proper and eff;ot ve meégod f%f gove;h:

ment to attack this great and generally recognized evil of mon-

'Y .
gociety 1s the creator of every value that ies held in
land and all ite related natusal opportunities. If government,
the agent of gociety, collected from every individual or corpo-
ration holding title to land, whether used or unused, the full
amount of the gocially coreated value, monopoly owned and con=-
trolled sites and reecurces would have to be fully developed to

be profitably held. :

; I am gure you will agree that it is nol the capable
and efficient uge of natural resources by monpolies that con-
gtitutes a menace to society, but rather their fallure %to pro-
duoctively use such resources coupled with their destructive use
of the power conferred by title deeds, to ocurb and sirangle

free conpetition.

the public revenue to be derived from this source
would be go great thét taxes on legitimate industry and enter-
prise could be abolished or greatly reduced. Prices of all
commodities could be correspondingly lowered without in any way
endangering legitimate profit. The purchaeing value of the dol-
lar would be greatly increased and undeveloped resources of
our great countpry would be either uged by their present ownerg
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- or made avauable'fo‘r uge by the great forces of idle capital
and men, the relief of whioh constitutes the major provblem of
governuent today and we would have restored our frontier.

Mr. President, the liberals of our country were great- -
1y encouraged when you ¢ame to VWashington with your high regard
for human rights, with your recognition that it was the evile
in our economic system that prevented a much greater number of
our citizene from enjoying the more abundent 1ife which your
every power of reason assured you ghould be the rule rather than
.the exception. ; j ; \

; : ¥a have watched your actiong closely, we have coopeér-
ated in carrving out the emergency legislation, we have patient-
1y seagched propoeed and adopted reform legislation, hoping %o
find some basis for giving our whole-hearted support, baged on
a recognition that such legislation was based on the fundamen-
tal economic law that would ingure ejuality of opportunity.

ve have been disappointed. The legislation has been
degigned to regulale Ly decree rather than by freeing wsn through
freeing frow monopolistic control the natupral resources, the
gource of all ewploymeni and of 1ife iteelf.

 Though we have submitted to taxatlon, not in propor-
tion to sociul benefits made asvallavle to us, but rether in
proporticn to our ability te pay by reason of our individual in-
dustry and initiative, gome of ue are gtill hopeful and 1t 18
our sincere desire that you will not give up but will follow
the road of enquiry and etudy until it leads you %o the truth
which aione can accowplish your noble ainm, %o free mankind so
that he may seek and enjoy the more abundant 1ife.

Regpectfulily and s;ncerély,

C. A. Gaaton.
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May 10, 1938.

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Pregident, U, 8. A., ~
The ¥hite House,
Washington, D. C.,

Dear Mr. President:

In an kAesociated Press dispatch, of April 3%th, I gaw
a report of your recomszendations to Congress concerning the curbd

of moncpolies.

I an cheered Ly one short quotation in the dispatch,
vig,, your proposal that the field of study cover the teffects
of tax, patent and other govermmental policies.” To be truly
Valuable this etudy must be by sincere and honest investigators
who will, in the spirit of that greatest of liberal American
eéconomlgls, Henry George, "beg no question, shrink from no con-
clusicn, but follow truth wherever it way lesd.® : :

If thig ie done I feel sure that their enquiry into
the effectis of the firet item quoted from your address, ftaxes"®,
will reveal to thewm the proper and effective method for govern-
ment to attack this great and generally recognizel evil of mon-

opoly.

Soclety ie the creator of every value that is held in
land and all its related natural opportunities. If government;
the agent of society, collected from every individual op corpo-
ration holding title to land, whether used or unused, the full
amount of the goecially created value, wmwonopoly owned and cone
trolled gitee and resourcee would have to be fully developed to be

be profitably held.

I am sure you will agree that it is not the capable
and efficient use of natural resources by monopolies that con-
stitutes a wenace to society, but rather their failure to pro-
ductively use such resources coupled with their destructive uge
of the power conferred by title deeds, to curb and strangle

free competition.

The public revenue to be derived from this source
would be so great that taxes on legitimate industry and enter=-
prise could be abolished or greatly reduced. Prices of all
commodities could be correspondingly lowered without in any way
endangering legitimate profit. The purchasing price of the
dollar would be greatly increased and undeveloped resouces of
our great country would be either used by their present own-
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ere or made avallable for the use of the great forces of idle
capital and men, the relief of which congtitutes the major prob-

.~ lem of government today and we wowld have reetored our frontier.

Mr. Preésgident, the liberals of our country weré great-
ly encouraged when you care to Yashington with your high regard
for human rights, with your recognition that it was the evile
in our eoccnomic aystem that prevented a much greater nurber of
our citizens from enjoying the more abundant 1ife which your
every power of reason assured you ghould be the rule rather than

the exception.

We have watched your actions clcseely, we have cooper-
ated in carrying out the emergenoy legislation, we have patient-
ly searched proposed and adopted reform legislation, hoping %e
to find esowe basis for givingnour whole-hearted support based 'on
a recoguition that such legislation was founded om the funda-
mental economic law that would insure equality of opportunity.

> We have been dissppointed. fThe legislation has been
designed to regulape by decree rather than by freeing men through

freeing from monopolistic control the natural resources, the

source of all employment and of 1ife itgelf.

: Though we have submitted toc taxation, not in propor-
tion to social benefits made available to ue, but rather in
proportion to our ability to pay by reason of our individual in=-
dustry and initlative, sore of us are etill hopeful and it is
our sincere deeire that you will not give up but wiili follow
the road of enquiry and etudy until it leads you to the truth
which alone can accompllieh your noble aim, to {ree manking so
that he may seek and enjoy the more abundant life. :

Respectfully end sincerely,

Secretary.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 20, 1938

My dear MMr. Gaston:

Your letter of May tenth has been
received and will be brought to the President's
attention. In the meantime, please be assured
thet he will deeply avpreciste having your views
and suggestions,

Very sincerely yours,

M7 H. McINTYRE
Secretary to the President

¢. A, Gaston, Esq.,

Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,
Fairhope,

Alabame.




Aug. 16, 1938.

Hon. M. H. MoIntyre,
fecretary to the Pregident,
The White House,
Tashington, D. €.,

Dear Sirt-

Tith yeference to my letter of May 10th, to
Presildent Roosevelt and your reply of May 20th, I wigh
to aek your opinion as to whether it would be ethical
for me to publish uy letter to the President or to usge
it in writing %o the mesbers of the Congressional Come
mittee who are making the investigation of monpvolies.

If there has not yet been opportunity to
bring the contents of my letter to the attention of the
Pregident may I request that this be done as carly se
it ig convenient to 40 go. I really think that I wrote
a good letter and that the fundamental principles brought
out in it are of vital importance to the country and are
worthy of the attention of the President sud of the Com=

mittee.

In Mobile, where a States Docks fyestem hag
been developed and where a foreign traie zone hag been
opened under the authority of the Federal Goveraveant I
feel gure that the guccese of this venture 1s, in large.
part due to the faot that the Docks Commigsion owns the
lande needed by prospective industrial users who secure
gite uge on ak leapgehold tenure. I 40 not baslieve it
would have been profiteble for the industries now logcat-
ed on £tate Docks lands to have profitaebly located in
Mobile had they had to secure their sites frow private

" land owners who would certainly have sfded to the gell-
ing prioce the full value of this governmentally created

docks system,

e If there is no objection to wy using the na-

- terisl in my letter in correeponding with members of the
Congressional Committee I will appreciate it if you will
gend me the names of the committeemen and directions for
reaching them. Assuring you of my appreciation for such
attention as you can give this communication I am,

Respectfully yours,




THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON

July 10, 1940

My dear Mr. Gaston:

I wish to thank you for your letter of July sixth
together with its enclosures of a letter to Senator Lister
Hill and an editorial page of the July fourth issue of The
Fairhope Courier which I look forward to reading with in-

terest at my earliest opvortunity. Your courtesy and kind-
ness in this matter are very much appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Mr. C. A. Gaston, Secretary,
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,

Fairhope, Alsbama.



MORRIS SHEPPARD, TEX., CHAIRMAN
ROBERT R: REYNOLDS, N.C. WARREN R. AUSTIN, VT3
ELBERT D. THOMAS, UTAH STYLES BRIDGES, N. Ha
SHERMAN MINTON, IND, CHAN GURNEY, S. DAK:
EDWIN C. JOHNSON, COLO; RUFUS C. HOLMAN, OREG:

Role Rl o oAb Vlnifed Stafes Denafe

ERNEST LUNDEEN, MINN;

ER HILL, ALA;
;ls;llDAN DOWNEY, CALIF. COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS

JAMES M. SLATTERY, ILL.
ALBERT B. CHANDLER, KY,
WILLIAM H. SMATHERS, N. J.

VICTOR RUSSELL, CLERK July 16, 1940

W. I. SMALLEY, ASST. CLERK

Honorable Ce A. Gaston
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Mr, Gastons

In the absence of Senator Hill, who is at the
Convention in Chicago, I have received your letter of recent
date. I shall certainly bring it to the Senator's attention
when he returns to the office and I will also advise him as
to the editorial page in the Fairhope Courier of July 4th.
I know the Senator will read the editorial and also your
letter with much interest and benefit., It is good of you
to take the time and trouble to write him such a good letter
and he values your opinion and suggestions very much indeed.

With all good wishes, I am,

Very sincerely,

33 R”’éﬁ?%t—‘

Secretary to Senator Hi



GEORGE GRANT
2ND DIST, ALABAMA

HoME ADDRESS:

TROY, ALABAMA Congress of the nited States
FBouse of Representatives

Washington, B. €.
July 9, 1940

Mr, Cs A. Gaston,
Fairhope, Alabama,

My dear Mr, Gaston:

COMMITTEES:
Roaps
CIVIL SERVICE
ELECTIONS No. 2
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION
WORLD WAR VETERANS®
LEGISLATION

I have read with interest your letter

of July 5th, and also the two articles on the
editorial page of the Fairhope "Courier",

Your letter and the articles show that
you have given much thought and consideration to
the matters about which you write. I agree with
you that ecivilization is today in a critical state,
and that the causes besetting it should have the

earnest and careful consideration of all.

lhanking you for writing me, and with

all good wishes, I am,

Sincerely,

GG/de



TREASURY DEPARTMENT

WASHINGTON

July 15, 1940

Dear Illr. Gaston:

The President has referred to the Treasury
Department your letter of July 6th, with its
enclesures, all of which have been read with
intereét. We much appreciate your thoughtfulness
in thus submitting your views to us and assure
you that your communication will have the careful
consideration of those members of the Depar£ment
who are making a study of matters of this nature.

Sincerely yours,

Mo dr 5ol

Herbert &, Gaston,
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury,

lMir. C., A. Gaston, Secretary,
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,
Fairhope, Alabama.



July 6, 1940

Hon, Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White House
Washington, D, C,,

Dear lMr. President:

Hoping and believing that you will be inter-
ested in the matters I have discussed in a letter I
have this day written to Senator Lister Hill I am
sending you herewith a copy of that letter. I am
also sending theeditorial page of the Fairhope Cour-
ier of July, referred to in the letter to Senator
Hill, : :

The dictatorship threat to democracy is a
very real one as I know you appreciate but I believe
that here is a "new weapon" and a thoroughly demo-
cratic one that I feel confident will do much to
gird this country for the struggle. Men will fight
valiently for freedom and for the possession of land
‘that insures them the opportunity to make their own
living and for the defense of a government that pro-
tects them in that right.

To so great an extent have men come to be-
lieve that their only chance is the slim one of get-
ting a "job" in the highly competitive field that it
has nct been difficult for the dictators to deceive
them with the promise of plenty if they will first
Join in this war of conquest.

America can show to the peoples of the earth
that only artficial barriers keep each individual
from directly solving every problem of subsistence.

I know this to be true because my association with this
Corporation has demonstrated to me time and againg

that given the opportunity men with little capital and
even mental mediocrity manage to care for themselves.

With sincere appreciation for the vigor
with which you are attacking our grave problem I am

Appreciatively yours,

Secré%ary.

o
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activities of these and the government are responsi-
ble for all the land vdlue which the owners of land-
demand be paid to them. And since one might conclude
that government is essential to the sustained create
ive activities of both employees and enployers, the
rent or land value is a product of government and so
as truly belongs to government as do wages and inter-
est belong to the emplcyees and the employers.

If these premises are sound should not all
that 1s pald for land be paid to the government there-
by making it possible to greatly teduce the tax bure
den on industry and labor, relieving thereby much of
the present need for governuent subsidies? Or if this
is objected to too strongly despite its Justness
should not the government, in its taxation policies,
make a great difference between the taxation on the
earned incomes of labor and menagement and the un-
earned income of land ownership? '

I note in today's press that the President
cites 5 objectives, the fifth being relief from want.
The President says that this must ‘be acecomplished
through the removal of commercial and cultural bare
riers between nations. Can these barriers be remove
ed so long as there exists this unequal, or rather
inequitabley distribution of wealth? The equitable
distribution of wealth, the product of labor and ine
dustrial management facilitated by the institution
of government, 1s only to those who have shared in
its production and these are‘threée, labor, industri-
al management and government. : 2t

I hope you can take time to carefully study:
this letter and theeditorial page I have called your
attention to and should your copy of the Courier‘not
be available I shall be glad to send you ancther. I
do feel that civilization is today in a critical
state and that the evils that beset it should have
the earnest attention of us all, in which I have no
doubt of your agreement. . i

Sincerely yours,

Secretary '
Assoclate Editor, #
Fairhope.Courier.






THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 19, 1938

My déar Mr. Gaston:
Your letter of August sixteenth has
been received in the absence of the President.
The matter of the use of the informa-
tion in your former letter is one which, it is
felt, should be left entirely to your owmn good
judgment.

Very sincerely yours,

; ‘t M.; H. McINTYRE

Secretary to the Presiden

C. A, Gaston, Esq.,

Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,

Fairhope,

Alabama. T




