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tairhope, 10 ontward. appearance, as other towns, save
for evidences of exceptional prosperity usually noted by
the most caseal observer, is yet unique among the towns
of this or any land,

It is a town *“*with a purpose.,”” That purpose is to
wmpke a practical application of the teachings of Henry
George upon the land question—as fuily as possible under
-existing laws.

Henry George, as is well known, asserted the proposi-
tion that “*all men are equally entitied to the use of the
earth,' and wvroposed to Secure that right to all by
requiring each who desired the exclusive use of any
portion of the earth, to pay for the benefit of all, the
value which the common estimation attached {0 such
portion, Ile proposed to take this as a tax for public
vurpeses, in liew of all other iaxes—hence the name
¢ Single Tzax.””

Those who founded Fairhope had advocated, and vyet
do, this as » reform in taxation; bat realizing that its
essentinl feature is the taking of land values for public
use, and that the right te collect land values attaches to
LAND OWNERSHIP under our presznt laws, it apon the
clever plan of securing by purchase, the right to collect
land values, not as a tax but as rent, and ndministering
these values not for their benelit as OWNERS in the usual
way, but for the benelii of ati who might by locating
upen such lands contribute to their value,

Under this plan the ttle to the land of Fairhope 35
held by the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation, a corpora-
tion chartered under an Alabama statute, having a per-
petual existence, and conduected by its members under the
said alatute and its constitution and by-laws.

Lands are fensed te individuals 1in guantities Lo suit, on
ninety-nine year leases, subject 16 an anavally appraised
rental, collected and dishursed for the public benelit,

To-make this really a ¢ Single Tax,” and to free-its
lessees from the Dlighting injustice of taxes npon improve-
menis and personal properiy, the Corporation pays aut
of the rent not only the taxes upon the land, but upon the
improvements and pecsoual property of lessees,

All the rent fund remaining s expendad locally foc
the public henefit In vouds, schools, library, telephones,
parks, bath-houses, ete., ete.

Absolutely ne portion of this rent gees as interest,
dividends, or profits, to the foanduers or members of the
Colony, or any other perssns,

The constijution forbids the granting of franchises to
individuals or corparations for perfonmiog any public

servics, but reguives that the Corpottiion shall, ag fast as

may be, provide Lhe same 2nd operate them in the common
interast.

The Corporation thus owned and operated the whaef, at
which land the steamers, by neans of which communica-
tion is mainteined with the outside worlid, and which yield-
ed annually a very substantial addition to the public reven-
ne, until the same was practivally destroyed hy the oreat
storm of Beptamber 27, W06, Tt has Leen  rebuilt by
a cowpary of citizens under contract by whick they wili
wmanage it antit the obligations incurred Ly tham iu the re-
building are satisfied, when it will be turned back to the
Curporalion.

it owns z water-works system, (the only one {n Baldwin
county) with steam pumping plant and mszins supplying
the principal part of the town with water for domestic
use and fire prolection; aud a local telephone system, with
long distapce cennection.

The Vairhope policy eliminates the lamd speculator
entirely, and for those who WANT LAND #0R USE, whether
for residence, business, manufacturing or farming, it can
be rendily demonsirated to be far betier and cheaper than
awning.

Fairhepe 1s delightfnlly located on the shore of Mobile
bay, has exeellent hotels, restaurants, stores, schools,
blacksmith and butcher shops, doctors, churches, fine
bathing and fishing, and exceptionally intzlligent and
sociable people.

Beautiful lots ir the town, and farm lands adjacen| to
it, are open for seltlers without purchase price on the
Colony’s favorable terms.

For fuller particulars, copy of constitution, lense, etc.,
address

E. B. GasTow, Secretary.



